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THE : 
PREFACE. 


FER heit, the Life of Faith was publiſhed, f 


have been attending to the dottrines therein ad- 


vaneed, and bringing them into experience, Their 
truth has appeared ta me from the word of God, and 
bas been confirmed by their being accompanied with 
the power of God. His divine influence attends his 
own doctrines to this day, and they have the 5 
Het upon the heart and life of the believer. They are 
mighty through God for all the purpoſes ſaluation. 
What is ſaid upon the ſubjeft in theſe volumes 1s 
chiefly in this experimental way. My defegn is to 
bring the great and leading points of our religion mtg 
uſe and practice, and to ſhew how neceſſary the doc 
trines of grace are for the well governing of the 
Chriſtian walk. Every Ping needful is promiſed, 
and by faith is received, which can make it even” and 
regular, holy and happy. | | 

The apoſtle Paul complained of profeſſort, who walk- 
ed not according to the goſpel. There has been occa- 
fron for the. ſame complaint ever ſince; but never more 
than the preſent. Many walk at this day, who make 
ſome profeſſion of Chriſt, and yet never attain to any 
ftedfaſineſs, but are toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, and at laſt com 
to nothing. 
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Others pretending ta be better ſettled attain to ſome 
form of godlineſs, but are without the tif? and power 


(iy 9 


Fit; they appear to have ſame notions and opinions 
about the way of righbtehiſneſs, but nat Peing taught 
J t/ — 4 ; «> . 
them of God, nor ever brought under the mighty in- 
fluence of them, their tbalt is therefore very uneven 
and irregular, and generally in the end brings great 


*leandal upon the name and cauſe of Chri/?. 


Me bave alſo many at this day, <vh9 ſet out in the 
ways of religion, but never felt the ruin of the fall, 


nor the plague of their own hearts : theſe are commonly 


very confident and preſumptuous z they make a ſhining 
profeſſion, and go on with great parade, until they 
come to be tried, and then in the time of temptation 
they fall away. | | 
There are others who are the real children of God, 
and pet. do not walk as becometh their high rank and 
dignity. An even, holy, happy walk with their re- 
conei led God and Father 1s their privilege, and there 
grace ſufficient promiſed in Jeſus, and to be re- 
terged by his Spirit, to enable them to live up to it, 
that they may wall worthy of the Lord undo all pleaſe 
ing. Yea, the apoſtles call upon them and encourage 


them to be going on and atvoncing in the right 


way—< Furthermore then we beſeceh you and en- 
Hort vun, brethren, by the Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
„ as ye have received of us, how ye ougit to walt 
K and to pleaſe God, M4 ye would abound. mare and 
«more. 1-Thell, iv. 1. How few follow this 
evangelical exhortation © Hot very few attain and 
preſerve in their conſciences the ſenſe of God's being 


perfectly at peace with them? It ought to rule there. 
aways and by all means : but for want of it, they af. 


Wd continual cccaſion for a legal and unbeliving ſpi- 
rit to rob them of their peace, and thereby to diſtreſs 
them in their hearts. As guilt comes in, love goes 
out. What weakens the cauſe muſt alſa weaken the 
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effett. Love, with its fruits, muſt decreaſe in pro- 
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portion as the believer. withdraws his | heartedepen- 
dance from God. Then. he begins to walk uneven 
and, uncomfortable, he. graws cold and maifferent-: 
about ſpiritual things, he gets into darkneſs and diſ- 
content, he becomes quite unbappy in his frame, and 
unt hani ſul in his affettions : whatever was the cauſe 
of his falling into this decay, it began at the root. 
His faith was attacked, and gave way. As this 
yielded, the decay became general, and it was found 
true, “ If ye will walk contrary unto me, ſaith God, 
* then will I alſo wall contrary unto you.” | 

Reader, if thou ef the faith of God's elect, thou 
knoweſt that theſe things are true. Thou findeſt it 


hard cuor to maintain peace with God and if this 


be not maintained, if the foundation give way, the 


building will certainly totter. 'Look well. then to the 
groundwork. Is all ſafe there? Daſt thou ſee the 
infinite glory of the Saviour's work, when he-made 
peace by the blood of the croſs, and does this falence 
guilt in thy conſcience ? Canſt thou at all times draw 
nigh in love to a reconciled Gd? Does not the ſenſe 
of thy failings. and remaining corruptions keep thee 


at a diſtance from; him, and render thy walk uncom- 

nth when without are fightings,,. 
within are fears. If it be very difficult auger. Jo 
trials to preſerve a_ ſenſe of God's loving kinaneſs,® 
yet it ſhould be remembered, there is a gracious pro- 


fortable? e 


2 made for the eſtabliſhing of the ſoul ſo ſafely in 


Jeſus Chrift, that the peace of God may rule in it 


always, and by all means, Is it not neceſſary then to 
enquire | what this provifion i;? bow it may be res 
cerved ? and how it may be made uſe f? For r by 


daily pratticeit may be experienced in its divine power, 


it will then have the ſame happy effett, which it © 


had upon David; I will run the way of thy comp 
« mandments, when thou Haft ſet my heart at liberty.“ 
May thine heart, reader, and mine, enjoy more of the 


' diberty of the children of God, and then we ſhall nat. 
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any go forward, but alſo run faſt, and may nothing 
Wop us from preſſing toward the mark, till wwe win 
e of the high calling ef Jeſus Chrift in God. 
is has been my conſtant prayer during the writ- 
ing of 'the\following tremiſe. it was the fruit f 
reading, and meditatins, and praying over thoſe ſcrip- 
tares, which" ſpeak of the walk of faith. Such re- 
PeHtions, as fed to occur to myſelf, I have put down ; 
whether it was in ſearching mine own heart, or 
in begying the bleſſing of God upon the text then 
under confideration. ' This ſeemed to me an eaſy me» 
od and very uſeful: becauſe the doctrine would lead 
to practice, and frequent and heart-ſearching medita- 
tious would tend, under the teaching of the Holy G haft, 
te un inereaſe faith. There are ſome ſoliloquies, ad- 
Areſted to my own ſoul, and ſome exerciſes of devotion, 
in prayer and thankſgiving. * Taweuld have every be- 
hever tTconſider, whether it be not his privilege to join 
me" in them, and to make my words his own. I he 
k 1 me in his experience after the th chap- 
ten; I pray God 2 his faith, that this book 


and big experience may go hand in hund; and that he 
may attain to holy fellowſhip with God in all duties, 
and to rejoice in God at all times, yea, under the af + | 
| iel and to go on conquering and to conquer, till the 

doo fight of Faith be over, and be finiſh his courſe 


avith Joy. 
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CHAP. Le: 
Whoever walks with God, muſt be firſt acquainted 
with the way of peace, 


TT is the conſtant uſage of. ſcripture to re- 
preſent” ſpiritual things by material, and 
to ſpeak of the faculties and actions of the ſoul 
by terms borrowed from thoſe of the body. 
Walking is a bodily action, and conſiſts in 
moving and going from one place to another; 
hence it is applied to the ſpiritual walk. The 
ſoul reconciled to God, and at peace With him, 
has an appointed way in Which it is to Walk, 
in order to enjoy the grace promiſed to them 
Who are in Chriſt Jeſus. This is enjoyed by 
faith; and therefore the ſcripture calls the be- 
lieyer's going on in his walk with God from. 
Rrength to ſtrength, The welk of, faith, © We. 
walk by faith,” ſays the apoſtle, „not by. 
ſight.” | l | % 
When man fell from God he loft his way; 
and Had neitlier will nor power to return; The 
Old Feftament church makes this cogſęſſion - 
All we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray, we. 
have turned EVIRY ONE to his own way.“ 
Ifa, Iii. 6. „ 


* 
s * 
* 


8 "WALK OF FAITH. 
The apoſtle Peter reminds believers of this 


* Ye were as ſheep going aitray, but are 


now returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop. of 
your ſouls.” 1 Pet. ii. 2 5. To which agree 
the words of his brother Paul-“ There is 
none r:ghteous, no not one; there is none that 
underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after 
God,. they are ALL gone out of the way.” 
Rom. ili. 10, 11,12. The whole human race, ſay 
the oracles of truth, is gone aſtray, ALL of them 
are gone out of the way; they have left the 
way of God, and turned every one to his own- 
way; they are unable, like a poor loſt ſheep, 
the moſt unable of all creatures, to return, 


yea, they are unwilling alſo; for they walk not 


after the ſpirit, but after the fleſh---carnally- 


minded, and in their carnal mind enmity itſelf 


againſt God and his ways. 
It pleaſed God in the exceeding riches of 


his grace to reveal to thoſe wanderers the way 


of ſalvation. He made it known to them up- 
on the fall; and believers, from that time for- 
ward; {aw it plainly, and went on in it comfort- 
ably.” Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 8c, are faid 
to. haye walked with God, in the very ſame 
way afterwards marked out by the written 
word; which was a directory to the Jews, ſhew- 
ing them, how they ſhould walk in the ſteps of 
the faith"of their father Abraham. Age after 
ape, God raiſed up the prophets to bring his 
people into the King's highway, and to put 
them' upon praying, that they might be kept 
in it. By the mouth of his ſervant David; he ! 
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WALK OF FAITH. | 9 
gave them this promiſe—< Good and upright 
is the Lord, therefore will he teach ſinners in 
the way: the meek will he guide in judgment; 
and the meek will he teach his way.“ En- 
couraged by this warrant from the word of 


God, ſinners, feeling their wants, were led to 


pray—* Shew me thy ways, O Lord! teach 
me thy paths, lead me in thy truth, and teach 
me.” Pſalm xxv. 4. It is written in the pro- 
phets “ They ſhall all be taught of God--- 
They ſhall all be taught of me, from the 
leaſt of them, unto the greateſt of them,” ſaith 
the Lord. If any of his children lack wiſdom, 
and aſk it of God, he giveth to all his libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not. He brings them 
by his vord, and by his Holy Spirit, to the 
knowledge of themſelves, and to the know- 
ledge of the true God. 

Divine teaching is neceſſary to make men 
acquainted - with themſelves. They know: 
not their ſtate, nor fear their danger, until the 
Holy Spirit, according to his office, proceed 
from the Father and the Son: then he con- 
vinces them of fin, of the exceeding finful- 
neſs of it, of the guilt thereby incurred, and 
of the wrath deſerved. He enlightens the un- 
derſtanding with a clear fight of thoſe truths; 
and he faſtens the conviction of them upon 
the conſctence. Then they find that they had 
been blind and ignorant, rebels in their wills, 
and apoſtates in their hearts from God. He 
makes them feel the corruption of their nature, 
and the error of their ways, in which, if chey 
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8 WAL E OF FAITH, 
The apoſtle Peter reminds believers of this 


Fe were as ſheep going aitray, but are 
now returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of 


your ſouls.” 1 Pet. ii. 25. To which agree 


the words, of his brother Paul- - There is 


none r:ghteous, no not one; there is none that 
underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh after 
God, they are ALL gone out of the way.“ 
Rom. 111. 10, 11, 12. The whole human race, ſay 
the oracles of truth, is gone aſtray, ALL of them 
are gone out of the way; they have left the 
way of God, and turned every one to his own. 
way; they are unable, like a poor loſt ſheep, 
the moſt unable of all creatures, to return, 


yea, they are unwilling alſo; for they walk not 
after the ſpirit, but after the fleſh---carnally- 

minded, and in their carnal mind enmity itſelf 
againſt God and his WAYS. 


It pleaſed God in the exceeding riches of 
his grace to reveal to thoſe wanderers the way 
of ſalvation... He made it known to them up- 
on the fall; and believers, from that time for- 
ward; ſaw it plainly, and went on in it comfort- 
ably.” Enoch, Noah, Abraham, &c. are faid 
to. haye walked with God, in the very ſame 
way afterwards marked out by the written 
word; which was a directory to the Jews, ſhew- 
ing them, how the N ſhould walk in the ſteps of 
the faith of their father Abraham. Age after 
age, God raiſed up the prophets to bring his 


people into the King's highway, and to put 


them upon praying, that they might be kept 
in it. By the mouth of his DON David, he 
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WALK OF FAITH. 9 


ave them this promiſe—< Good and upright 
is the Lord, therefore will he teach ſinners in 
the way: the meek will he guide 1n * 
and the meek will he teach his way.” En- 
couraged by this warrant from the word of 
God, finners, feeling their wants, were led to 
pray—* Shew me thy ways, O Lord! teach 
me thy paths, lead me in thy truth, and teach 
me.” Pſalm xxv. 4. It is written in the pro- 
phets—“ They ſhall all be taught of God 
They ſhall all be taught of me, from the 
leaſt of them, unto the greateſt of them, ſaith 
the Lord. If any of his children lack wiſdom, 
and aſk it of God, he giveth to all his libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not. He brings them 
by his word, and by his Holy Spirit, to the 
knowledge of themſelves, and to the know- 
ledge of the true God. 
Divine teaching is neceſſary to make men 


acquainted with cthemſelves. They know: 


not their ſtate, nor fear their danger, until the 
Holy Spirit, according to his office, proceed 


from the Father and the Son: then he con- 


vinces them of fin, of the exceeding finful- 
neſs of it, of the guilt thereby incurred; and 
of the wrath deſerved. He enlightens the un- 
derſtanding with a clear fight of thoſe truths; 
and he faſtens the conviction of them upon 
the conſctence. Then they find that they had 
been blind and ignorant, rebels in their wills, 
and apoſtates in their hearts from God. He 
makes them feel the corruption of their nature, 
and the error of their ways, in which, if they 
B 2 


10 WALK OF. FAITH. 


had gone on, they muſt inevitably have pe- 


riſhed: for they were without will, and with- 


out power, to return to God. When they were 
made to fee it right, that they ought to return, 
and to repent, yet it was not their choice to 
come to him in the way of believing. They 
found they could not believe, unleſs it was 


given them from above. Faith is the gift of 


God. And cannot be received, but by the 
mighty operation of God. He muſt put forth 
his divine power, or elſe the convinced ſinner 
will remain utterly helpleſs and hopeleſs, ſhut 


up in unbelief. 


Thus the Lord teaches all his children. He 
makes them acquainted with their fallen ſtate, 
and fen{ible of their guilt and of their miſery. 
He brings them to the right knowledge of the 
corruption of every faculty of ſoul and body, 
which are always inchned to evil, and inca- 


pable of doing any thing truly good. A cor- 


rupt tree can bring forch nothing but evil 


fruit. The judgment is. enlightened to ſee 
this, the conſcience is awakened to feel this, 
and thereby the convinced ſinner is made will- 
ing to be taught the way of ſalvation. The 


Holy Spirit fulfils his office, by teaching him 
the knowledge of God. 


Our bleſſed Saviour declares no man know- 
eth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth 
any man the Father ſave the Son, and he to 
whomſoe ver the Son will reveal him; and this 


4 he does by the Holy Spirit of wiſdom and re- 


velation, who is therefore given to 15 chil- 
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WaLk Or FAITH. x 
dren of God, that they may know him and 
believe in him, as their reconciled Father in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This ſaving knowledge is hid 
from the worldly wife and prudent, but 1s re- 
vealed unto the unlearned, whom the Holy 
Spirit has made fimple and teachable people. 
To them he reveals the. things of God. He 
makes chem acquainted with the mo, 
Mature of the Godhead, which is one. There 
is one Jehovah, and there is none other. And 
alſo with the 

Perſonality in the Godbead, Father, Son, and 
Spirit. . Theſe three exiſt in the one Jehovah. 
They took thoſe names, not to deſcribe their 
manner of exiſting, but their manner of act- 
ing; not what they are in themlelves, but 
how they ſtand related to us in the œcõnο 
of redemption: for the Eternal Three entered 
into covenant before all worlds, and agreed 
to ſuſtain certain covenant offices, and aſſume 
names, or characters, deſcriptive of their of- 


fices. Father is the title of that divine perſon, 


who, out of his infinite grace, gave an innu- 
merable company of ſinners to his Son, upon 
condition that he would be manifeſted in the 
fleſh, and would become their ſursty, to work 
out for them a righteouſneſs in his life, and to 
make an atonement for them by his death, 
and then he would be his Father and their Fa- 
ther. A co- equal and co-eternal Perſon ac- 
cepted the condition, and covenanted to be 
made man, and to live and die for the many 
ſons, whom he was to bring to glory; there- 


12 RN, WALK OF FAITH. 


fore he took the name of Son, Son of God, 
Son of Man, &c. Another co-equal and co- 


eternal Perſon covenanted to breathe life into 


them, to be tos them the Spirit orreath of 
life, that they might be regenerate from a 
death in treſpaſſes and ſins, and be made the 
children of God, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt, therefore he 1s called throughout 


the ſcriptures, be Spirit, or the breath of life. 


He makes them acquainted with the covenant, 
as he hag promiſed. © The ſecret of the Lord 
is with them that fear him, and he will ſhew 
them his covenant.” P/alm xxv. 14. He will 
open to them the nature and certainty of all 
covenant -engagements for the eſtabliſhment 
and growth of their faith. The covenant was 
endered in all things and ſure: it was ORDERED 
by-the counſel and purpoſe of the Eternal 
Three concerning the heirs of promiſe, whoſe 
Talvation was ſettled by two immutable things, 
in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, his 


counſel, his oath. His counſel, the reſult of f 


his infinite wiſdom, confirmed by thai ſacred 
oath which cannot poſſibly be broken. All 
his perfections ſtand engaged to ſee the ſove- 
Teign decree, thus folemnly ratified, carried in- 


t. execution; for what was ordered is su RE 
ſure as the throne of Jehovah, unchangeable | 


as his nature, durable as his being. Though 
it be but a man's covenant, yet when it has 
been figned and ſealed according to law, none 
diſannulleth or addeth thereto. N one can diſ- 
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annul God's covenant, and he himſelf will 


% WALK OF FAITH. 13 
not. My coyenant will I not break, ſays 


he, “nor alter the thing that is gone out of 


my lips.“ Palm Ixxxix. 34. Iwill not add. 
thereto, nor diminiſh from it: for I have or- 
dered it in ALL things. I have not left one 


ſingle thing out, not the leaſt circumſtance: 


thave ſettled the whole plan by mine unerring 
wiſdom, and I will fulfil every tittle of it by 
mine almighty power. According to my will 
the courſe of nature and grace is infallibly di- 


rected, even the moſt minute events. Every 


hair is numbered. Not a ſparrow falls hut by 
my divine deeree.“ | EAN 

How ſafely then may the heirs of promiſe 
depend upon a covenant God? And when 
ever they flee to Jeſus for refuge, what ſtrong 
conſolation may they draw from hence, that 


their ſalvation is fixed by the immutable 


counſel, and inviolable oath of the bleſſed 

Trinity? - Nav: 
The ſame divine teacher, who enabled 

them to believe thoſe truths for the farther 


eſtabliſhment of their faith, led them to di 


cover the FREENESS of all covenant mercies. 
They are promiſed” as free gifts. They are 
beſtowed to the praiſe of the glory of free 
grace. They are not conferred” upon the 
worthy, but upon enemies, upon the ungodly, 
upon ſinners as ſinners. No conditions are 


required, no pre- requiſites are expected. The 


motives, which determine God to ſhew mercy 


to ſinners, are not taken from any good in 


them, or foreſeen to be in them; Not for 
B 4 


I 
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would teach him pra 
:as this—<* Not for your ſakes do I this, faith 

the Lord, be it known unto. you, but for 
mine holy name's ſake.” Ezet. xxxvi. 
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works of righteouſneſs which they have done, 
or can do; but according to his mercy he 
faveth them. He does all to the magnity- 


ing of the honours of his own mercy. His 
covenant was ſo contrived, carried into exe- 


cution by the life and death of Jeſus, applied 


by the Holy Spirit, that according as it is 


written, he that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord. No fleſh ſhall glory in his pre- 


ſence. Boaſting is for ever excluded; be- 


cauſe all is of grace. Wiſdom to teach the 
ſinner ſaving knowledge, righteouſneſs to 


juſtify him, ſtrength to keep him, comforts 
to bleſs him, heaven to receive him, theſe 
are the free gifts of covenant love: for by 
grace is he ſaved through faith, and that not 
of himſelf, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, leſt any. man ſhould boaſt, Thus 


would the Lord hide 575 from man, and 
ically ſuch ſcriptures 


Cloſely connected with this divine leſſon 
is the FULNEss of covenaut mercles. Every 
thing needful for the ſalvation of the ſinner is 


fully, as well as freely, provided by the ex- 


ceeding riches of grace, and is treaſuted u 

by the Fla rs love in the fulneſs of the 
Son. To this the Spirit bears witneſs in the 
word of truth, and ſeals his witneſs upon the 
believer's heart. L pleaſed the Father that 


af 


in the Word made fleſh ſhould AlL fulneſs i 
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dwell, and that out of his fulneſs his people 
ſhould receive grace for grace. This is the 
infinite ocean. There is not a ſtream, not a 
drop of grace to be had, but from hence. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as God-man, has it all in him- 
ſelf, and for the ſame end, as the head has 
the ſenſes in itſelf. He has it to commu- 
nicate to his members, a fulneſs of light and 
life, of ſenſe and underſtanding, of love and 
joy, yea, of every ſpiritual bleſſing. On him, 
as the head of the body, the church, every 
believing member is directed to hve. On him 
muſt he depend at all times; and to him muſt 
he go for all things. If he ſeek pardon and 
peace, righteouſneſs and holineſs, a ſupply of 
his wants, ſtrength for his warfare, comforts 
under his miſeries, if he expect life in death, 

and life eternal, he muſt make continual uſe 
of the fulneſs of Jeſus: for in him dwelleth 
ALL the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. It 
dwelleth in him, as in an overflowing fountain. 
The Father's love to his adopted children, the 
experienoe of it by the grace of the Spirit, are 
entirely in and from the ſalvation of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Out of his fulneſs comes every cove- 
nant. mercy of the Godhead, and in a rich 
abundant ſtream, always flowing with ſome 
bleſſing or other into the believer's ſoul. The 
enjoyment of it on his part may not be always 
alike comfortable, but it is always alike fure 
on God's part. Nothing can-ſtop it. Nothing 
can turn its courſe. Unto the place from 
whence the rivers come, thither they return 
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The river of the water of life proceeds: 
wut 12 the throne of God and of the Lamb, 
and it will be running on till it come back in- 
to its own ocean. The water that I will 
give him,” ſays: Jeſus, ſpeaking. of the be- 
lever, 6 ſhall be in him a fountain of water 
ſpringing up into everlaſting life, and bring- 
ing with It the fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for 
evermore.' 
No man will fee any reaſon to ſet out in the 
way to heaven, until he be made acquainted 
with thoſe truths. His judgment muſt be en- 
lightened with the knowledge of them. He 
wü never think of changing his courſe, until 
he be made ſenſible of his own ſinful and help- 
leſs ſtate: and when this is brought home to 


his conſcience, and he has nothing in himſelf 


left to truſt in, then he will be led to loox 
abroad for help. The Spirit of God will teach 
ham the doctrines of grace, the nature of the 
Godhead, the perſons in the Godhead, the 
covenant of the divine perſons, by which 
every grace and bleſſing was freely and fully 
proxi qed given by the Father to the Son, in 


 whoſertalneſs they were all laid up for the uſe 


of his body the church, and communicated to 
every member of it, through the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. Thus he is taught, that all 
is of grace from firſt to laſt. hate ver good 


a ſinner receives on earth, or enjoys in heaven, 


is ſo given, as to exciofte all boaſting, and to 


lay every proud and ſelf-righteous principle 


in the duſt, that grace alone may wear the 
crown, and may have all the glory. 
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Here then, O my ſoul, is matter of cloſe 
examination. _Doſt thou know thyſelf, thy 
ſtate and condition, and haſt thou fled from 
the wrath to come? Has the light of God's 


word ſhone into thy underſtanding, and made 
thee to ſee that thou art indeed let out in the 
way to heaven? How was this diſcovered to 
thee? Did the Holy Spirit ever convince thee 


of ſin, and that thou hadſt loſt the image and 
forfeited the favour of God? Didſt thou ever 
ſee thyſelf fallen in Adam, in him a child of 
wrath, a ruined miſerable ſinner? Haſt thou. 
felt how utterly unable thou art to atone for 
thy ſins, or to make thyſelf holy? And walt 
thou brought to this after many legal trials 


and felf-righteous efforts? At laſt forced 


to give up all hope in thyſelf, and to look to 
the Lord who made heaven and earth,; from 
whom alone thy help could come? 

And haſt thoudeen taught the true knows 
ledge of the unity of the Godhead, and of the 
perſons in it, Father, Son, and Spirit, the co- 


venant of the ever- bleſſed Three, and the ab- 


ſolute ſecurity of all covenant mercies, pro- 
miſed by the Father, and engaged to be given 
to the Son, as the head of his body, the church, 
who is now actually as God- man in poſſeſſion. 
of them, and by his Spirit he freely and fully 
beſtows them upon his members: for they; 
will never ceaſe to be receiving out of his ful 
neſs grace for grace, until they receive op 
of the ſame fulneſs glory for glory. 

O my ſou}, examine cloſely, and prove 

B 6 
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*hyſelf by the ſtandard of the divine word. 
Search and try, what the conviction of thy loſt | 


eſtate has been. Was it deep and practical? 


Is it an abiding truth with thee, Thar there is 
no help, or hope, in thyſelf? And haſt thou 


fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope ſet be- 


fore thee in the Lord Jeſus? Is thy knowledge 
of the Godhead mere theory, or is it brought 
into practice? Doſt thou enjoy the Father's 


love, through faith in the finiſhed ſalvation of 
the Son, by the influence of the Holy Spirit? 


This is the ſaving knowledge of the Godhead. 
And is this thine? Doſt thou honour the di- 


vine perſons, by acknowledging their immu- 


table counſel, and immutable oath, entered 


into for the ſecurity of the heirs of promiſe, 
that they might truſt, and not be afraid? Doſt 


thou ſee with any clearneſs the abſolute ſafety 


of relying upon the promiſes of God, and doſt 
thou expect to draw from hence comfort to 
thy conſcience, and joy to thy heart? - 

If .thou art indeed Tet out in the way to 
heaven, art thou ſettled in the knowledge of 
thy fallen ſtate ? Haſt thou found thyſelf un- 
able to do any thing, but to haſten on thy ruin? 


- And from the fight and ſenſe of this, haſt thou 


been led to fee all undertaken for thee, and 
ſecured to thee, for time and eternity, in the 
covenant of the ever-bleſſed Trinity. Theſe 
truths he at the very foundation of all com- 
fortable walking with God. See that thou be 
well-grounded in them. The knowledge of 
chyſel is to bring thee to God: the 'know- 
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ledge of God is to lead thee to walk with him. 
The one 1s to teach thee to renounce all truſt 
in thyſelf. The other is to ſnew thee that thou 
mayeſt ſafely place the confidence of thy heart 
on thy reconciled Father, thy Saviour, and 
thy guide. Look up to him then, O my ſoul, 
and be often praying to him, and ſaying— 

« O Lord God, that which I ſee not, teach 


thou me. Keep me an humble diſciple in the 


ſchool of Chriſt. Let me be daily. learning - 
there, what I am in myſelf, a fallen ſinful crea- 

ture, juſtly deſerving everlaſting deſtruction 
from thy preſence. O let me never loſe ſight 
of my want of a Saviour, nor ever be without 
the ſenſe of what he ſaid---< Without me y 
can do nothing.” Teach me this, thou etet+ 
nal Spirit. Open thou mine underſtanding to 
underſtand the ſcriptures. What thou haſt re- 
vealed in them concerning the Godhead; and 
concerning the counſels and works of the 
ever-bleſſed Trinity, that reveal to my fſoiil. 
Thou haſt declared, that no man can ſay Jeſus 
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt: O ſhine 
then into my dark mind, and lead me into the 
ſaving knowledge of the Lord Jeſus. Make 
me acquainted with his covenant undertak- 
ings, and his perfect fulfilling of them, that 
by reſting on his finiſhed ſalvation, I may find 
the Father's love in the Son, his Father my 
Father, and may: be brought, through thy 
bleſſed influence, to have fellowſhip with the 
Father and the Son. Olead me into all truth; 
thou Spirit of wifdom and revelation, chat I 
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may -know the things which belong to my 
peace, and may, through thee, be made wile 
unto ſalvation. Amen. 
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The believer is reconciled to God, and has the peace 
of God ruling in his conſcience, and. they two 
ware togetber becauſe they are now agreed. 


Ti is written in the prophets They ſhall 
be all taught of God”---every one of his 


| Children ſhall be brought to the knowledge of 
the truth, and what they have been taught in 


the underſtanding ſhall be made practical, that 
2 have its proper effect upon the coriſci- 
ence. And this is anſwered, when it comes 
under the authority and power of the word of | 
God, and faithfully accuſes or condemns. ac- 
cording to that unerring rule. : 4 

Conſcience ſuppoſes the knowledge of ſome 
rule; andit conſiſts in comparing a man's ſtate | 
or actions with that rule, in order to diſeover 
whether they agree with it, or not. 

The rule is the ſcripture, the whole N 
will of God, which is the unerring, and the 
only ſtandard of right and wrong : for all 1crip-- 


| ture 1s given by the inſpiration of God, and BB 
is profitable for doctrine, to teach the man of 
God what is truth, and to make him wiſe in it 


unto ſal vation. Fallen man has no means 
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diſcovering the will of God, but as it is re- 
vealed to him. He has no innate knowledge. 
He has no implanted principles. He is born 
as ignorant of God, and of the things of God, 
as a wild aſs's colt. His underſtanding i is dark- 
ened, being alienated from the life of God, 

through the ignorance that is in him, becauſe 
of the blindneſs of his heart. And he has no 
ce means in his own power of attaining any divine 
vo knowledge: for he cannot, by ſearching, find 
J. out God. The world by its wiſdom never did 
find him out. The Hottentots know as much 
all of him as the Greeks and Romans did: indeed 


9 


— 


his the natural man, let him be ever ſowiſe, know- 
of eth not the things of the Spirit of God, nei- 
tin ther can he know them; becauſe they are 
hat ſpiritually diſcerned. | 
ſci- The ſcripture then is the only rule of right” 
nes | and wrong. - Conſcience has no direction but 
1 of IE this rule. Neither ethics, nor metaphyſics, no 
ac- WW fancied light of dark nature, no lawleſs law of 
W rebel nature, no human ſcience, whether pre- 
me W tended to be implanted, or by the uſe of rea- 
rate ſon to be acquired, have any right to guide 
wer ¶ the conſcienee. I heſe are blind leaders of the 


blind. They undertake what they are not 
aled only unfit, but what they have no warrant for. 
the WA parcel of telons in jail may think what they 
2r1Pp-- {will of their ſtate. They may take it upon 
and them to form a mock court, and to try one 
m of another. They may acquit or condemn, as 
in it they pleaſe: but the judge and the jury will 
as of; pay no regard to their fooliſn Nene 


Tos SI 
1 Ky 8 
8 IN OY 's. Wa 955 5 8 Fr + 


nen 13 MY , 
Xiu 1 * n 1 r 
| was" I ” ” PN PS | WI, 
r P N N. __ r e . 4 _ 
1 2 1 8 48 2 „ _ — « 
2 n * « 
LIEN oa IE £7 of a ** ene % N FI 


=_ WALK OF FAITH, 


There is a word which is to try us at the i la 
day; and by that we ſhould try ourſelves at 
preſent. It was revealed for this purpoſe. And | 
when the revealed truth is clearly underſtood, 
then conſcience is acting aright; if it finds a 
true verdict for God, either accuſing, or elſe 
excuſing, according to the direction of his un- 
| erring word, 

And this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
He enlightened the judgment with the know- 
ledge of the truth, in order to make it prac- . 
_tical; which he effects by bringing the con- 
ſcience to ſubmit to the ſovereignty of God 
in the law, and to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
af God in the goſpel. Herein he 8 ſplays the 
omnipotent power of his grace, according to 
the promiſe, John xvi. 8. He carries with 
demonſtration the conviction of guilt, and the 
conviction of righteouſneſs, to the conſcience, 
By the former he gives the ſinner areal heart- 
felt ſenſe of his fin and miſery, and he acknow- 
ledges himſelf a convict of the law, juſtly de- 
ſerving all its penalties, in time and eternity, 
By the latter he ſets open a door of hope, 
ſhewing him the perfect righteouſneſs of the 
God-man, wrought out for ſuch guilty crea-. W 
tures as he is: he enables him to plead it be- 

fore the throne, and to truſt in it for his ac- i 
ceptance; by which means, he finds relief in 
his conſcience, and comfort in his heart. Be- 
ing juſtified. by faith, he has peace with God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

What the ** Spirit N has life as 


| WALK. OF FAITH. a 
well as light in it. He accompanies his doc- 


< trine with the power of God. What he has re- 
1 vealed concerning the ſtate of mankind under 
| the fall, he applies with divine evidenge to the 
f conſcience. Under his influence, the ſinner 
* reads thoſe ſcriptures, and feels the truth of 
4 them. As by one man ſin entered into the 
world, and death by ſin, ſo death paſſed upon 
all men, for that all have ſinned: through 
,_ tbe offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation: for it is written, there 
\- is none righteous, no not one; there is none 
d chat underſtandeth; there is none chat ſeeketh 
G | after God: they are all gone out of the way, 
* they are together become unprofitable ; there 
to. bs none that doeth good, no not one. Now 
ich we know, that what things ſoever the law 


3 ſaith, it commands them who are under the 
law, that every mouth may be ſtopped, and 
all the world may become guilty hetore God.“ 
His mouth Is ſtopped. He has no plea. to 
make. No excuſe Et What the FE faith, 
be ſubſcribes to. The law brings him in guilty 
before God, and in his conſcience he hears his 
| teſtimony to the law. He acknqwledges it to 
be holy, juſt, and good, even in its penalties, 
which he deſeryes to ſuffer. Formerly he 
tried in his own ſtrength, and took-great pains 
to eſcape them, but now he gives over all 
thoſe ſelf-righteous attempts. A found, that 
he laboured in vain to atone for his ſing, or to 
wake himſelf holy. He groans, being bur» 
* dened under the ruins of tite fall. His igno- 
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rance, rebellion, apoff Ny, his corruption 10 5 
every faculty of foul and body, render him 
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unable to take one ſtep in his return to God. 


He ovens it, and confeſſes, that without Chriſt 
he can do nothing. 


k O my ſoul, conſider, his God has 

14 taught thee this knowledge of thyſelf. It is 
1 abſolutely neceſſary to reconcile thee to him, 
| and to his ways. Thou wilt never heartily Z 
= . agree to walk with him by taith, ſo ſong as 
= thou haſt any thing of thine own to truſt in, or 
3 to draw comfort from. Examine then; art J 
thou ſenſible of thy fall, and doſt thou feel the 4 


fad effects of it? Doſt thou know What it is 1 
to be alienated from the life of God? What! 
_doſt thou find to this day the oppoſition of | J 
thy ſintu] nature to the holy law, the fle ſh luſt- 
ing in thee againſt the ſpirit? Has God thus 1 
"convinced thee of fin? If he has, then in thy 
conſcience thou ſubmitteſt to What the law 
ſays of thy ſtate, Thy mouth is ſtopped, and 1 
thou art guilty before God. Thou haſt nothing 
of thine own' to urge in arreſt of judgment. | L 
This is an enlightened conſcience : ſoffar it 
ſpeaks for God, and is guided by his unerring j ; 
word. O pray to the Lord, the Spirit, and 3 
beg of him to guide thee into all truth, that 1 
he may bring thy conſcience to ſubmit to the f 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus, and to be a faithful wit- 
neſs for him. . 
© This is his proper work in the ſoul, and i 
wil he undertook in the everlaſting cove- 

9 


„ When he is W fays Chriſt, £ he | 


- a gs dl ound IO oe bog "Ix: 
Et ts EE r e 8 
Ar {ORE 8 8 - 2 8 N 1 
e 3 


WALK OF FAITH, 25 


ſhall convince the world of righteouſneſs; he 
ſhall teſtify, of me, that I am made of God 
righteouſneſs to believers; and he ſhall glority 
me, as Jehovah their righteouſneſs; thus he 
ſhall teach them my righteouſneſs, with which 
the Father is ſatisfied; and he ſhall, through 
faith, apply it effectually to their conſciences, 


and they ſhall alſo be ſatisfied with it.“ Being 


juſtified by faith, they ſhall have peace with 


God, through their Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Righteouſneſs is a perfect conformity to the 
law: if it be tried by the balance of the ſanc- 
tuary, it is full weight; if by the ſtandard, it 


is full meaſure; if. judgment be laid to the 


line and righteouſneſs to the plummet, it is 
quite upright. There is no defect in it of any 
kind. Hs is the righteouſneſs of the law-- 


it mult be perfect and continual,” failing in no 


one point: for the unrighteous ſhall nor in- 


herit the kingdom of God. And it is an ad- 
judged oaſe, that there is none righteous, no 
not one. It is left upon record, that ALL have 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God; 
therefore, by the deeds of the law, there ſhall 

no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight. | 
When the Holy Spirit has convinced a ſin- 


ner of his being in this unrighteous ſtate, then 
it becomes an important enquiry--how can the 
Judge of all che earth ever look upon and 
treat a ſinner, as if he was a righteous perſon? 


Lo which the goſpel anſwers directly God 


hath made Chriſt to be ſin for us, Who knew. 


no ſin, that we might be made the rigkteouſ. 
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in the covenant pf the eternal Three. The 
Father undertook: to maintain the honour and 
dignity of his law and juſtice. His co-equat 
Sen undertook for his people to come 1n their 
nature, and to ſtand in their place and ftead; 
to act for them, and to ſuffer for them. As 
their ſurety, he made himſelf anſwerable for 
their debt of obedience, and for their debt of 
ſuffering. Accordingly, when the great law- 
fulfiller cometh into the world, he ſaith-— Lo, 
1 eOME ro Do THY WILL, O God,” He did 
it in his infinitely holy life, in which he mag- 
nified the precepts of the law, and made them 
everlaſtingly honourable. He ſuffered it in 
his infinitely holy paſſion, bearing the fins and 
ſorrows of his people, their curſe and wrath 
irt his body and ſoul upon the tree, until the 
immenſe debt being paid, he cried out in the 
triumph of a conquering, though a dying Je- 
ſus— It Is rI NIS RBD: for through death he 
conquered death, and him that had the power 
of death; that is, the devil: he finiſhed the 
tranſgre ſſion, and made an end of ſins, and 
made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought 


in exerlaſting righteouſneſs. 


This is the great leading truth of the goſ- 
pel, in which the peace of conſcience is prin- 
expally concerned. The juſtly offended God 
is here revealed under the character of a re- 
conciled Father. He gave his Son to be a co- 
venant of the people; who was to fulfil all 
covenant engagements for them, and he has 
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fulfilled them all. The end of his living and 
dying for them is anſwered. He has fimſhed' 
the tranſgreſſion, and has made peace by the 
blood of the crofs. He has brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs by his divine obedience, 
and the Lord is well pleaſed with bim for his 
righteouſneſs fake; yea, he 1s well pleaſed 
alſo with his body the church. He looks upon 
all the members, as he looks upon the head. 
He accepts them in the beloved. He beholds 


them in him with perfect delight, and reſts in 


his love. He is his Father, and their Father. 
He is related to his whole family in heaven 
and earth in the cloſeſt bonds of fatherly af- 
fection, and he makes his love known to them, 


and ſheds it abroad in their hearts by the Holy 


Ghoſt. He would have all his children to ad- 
dreſs him under his dear name---Ovr Fa- 
THER <which art in heaven; and to expect 
from his fatherly love al ſpiritual bleffings 
in Chriſt Jeſus. 

When this comfortable dadtrtde is received 
into the conſcience, it ſilences guilt, and pro- 
duces peace with God. The goſpel comes 
with full authority to eſtabliſh it in the conſci- 


ence: for it is therein re realed and Fun ſed 
a divine 


to our belief, under the character o 
RECORD, made authentic and properly en- 
rolled in the court of heaven. The witne ſſes 
are the eternal Three. Their record is in the 
nature of a covenant, confirmed by their joint 


counſel, and ratified by their joint oath---the- 


two infwautable things, in which! it i * 
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ble for God to lie. He graciouſly vouchſafed 


to- give the heirs of promiſe this perfect ſecu- 


rity for their ſalvation, that after they had fled 


to ſeſus for refuge, there might be an end of 
all ſtrife in their conſciences, and they might 
have ſtrong conſolation. Accordingiy we read 


'===<_ There are Three that bear record in 


heaven, the F ather, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe Three are * A record 


among men, is an authentic teſtimony in writ- 


ing, entered by authority in one of the king's 


courts, in order to preſerve the proceedings 
had upon any ſuit. This record contains the 


final determination of the judges in that cauſe, 


and 1 1s their memorial of it, and therefore im- 


ports in itſelf ſuch uncontrolable ee. 


as to admit of no proof to the contrary. The 
matter of the record is never allowed to be 


tried by a jury, but is Þf ſuch credit as not to 


be queſtioned in any inſtance. This 1s the! na- 


ture of a record in law. And if we receive 


the witneſs of men, certainly the witneſs of 


God is greater; for this is the witneſs of God, 


which he hath witneſſed of his Son namely 
He hath given to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son,” To which the Spirit beareth 
witneſs ; becauſe the Spirit is truth. He has 


revealed the covenant of life and peace, which 


was between the Father and the Son; he has 
entered it upon record, and every word of the 
record may be pleaded : tor it is allowed to 
be good and valid in the court of heaveg. As 
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filling of all righteouſneſs in the life and death 


of the God- man; and the Father's perfect ac- 


ceptance of what he did and ſuffered, as the 
full redemption-price for all his people, and 
he carries his cauſe in the court of conſcience. 
The awakened ſinner is convinced, that the 
work of Jeſus is a finiſhed ſalvation, and that 


the divine record is a ſufficient warrant for 
him to believe in it. Accordingly he gives it 


credit, and is enabled to plead it againſt guilt 
and fear. Upon which he finds peace with 
God. Truſting to the blood of ſprinkling for 


pardon, and to the righteouſneſs of Jeſus for. 
acceptance ; he then BY God reconciled to 


him, and that reconciles him to God, and b 


the Spirit of adoption he cries---* Abba, Fa- 


ther.” 


But, perhaps, it may be ſaid--*<T believe this, 


but Ido not find peace in my conſcience.” Nay, 
but you do not believe it; if you did, it would 
certainly bring preſent relief: for guilt comes 
from the broken law, and from the appre- 


henſion of pubiſhment deſerved; but the law, 


has been reſtored to its dignity, and made in- 
finitely honourable by the righteouſneſs of Je- 
ſus; how can you believe this, and yet be un- 


der guilt? The puniſhment was laid upon ws 


" Jeſus, and he ſuffered all that was due to his 


people, as their atoning ſacrifice; how can 
you believe this, and yet fear that juſtice will 
puniſh you? A debtor would not fear to be 
arreſted, if his ſurety had paid the ſum, and 


got him a full diſcharge. A felon, with the 
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king's - pardon in his pocket, would diſho- | 
28 nour it greatly, if he was to live in continual * 
_ dread and terror of ſuffering for his crime. | 

Examine carefully, and pray for the right 
underftanding of your caſe; and depend upon \ 
it, you will find, that either you 10 not be- 5 
lieye the matter of fact, or the record con- 


cerning it. | 
The matter of fact is the method provided 
for quieting the guilty conſcience a proviſion 
of exceeding. rich grace, and of everlaſting 
_ efficacy. The Father gave the Son to be the 
ſurety for his people, and to live and to die 
for them, and in their ſtead: The Son has fi- 
niſhed the work which the Father gave him J 
to do, and is become the author of their eter- | 
nal ſalvation. . | 
The record of this fact is in the ſcripture. 
Father, Son, and Spirit, the three witneſſes 
in heaven, have by covenant and oath atteſted, 
that there is life for every one who believeth 
in Jeſus. © God ſo loved the world, that he 
| his only-begotten Son, that-whoſoever 
1 beheverh in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
= cverlafting life.?“ ENS 
| { 1 Now confider, of what do you doubt? Has 
| 


Jeſus made full atonement for ſin, and brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs? Has the Father 
demonſtrated, again and again, his perfect de- 

light in his perſon, and his infinite fatisfation- 
in his work? Certainly you cannot queſtion: 
this doctrine, if you believe the ſcripture to 
= be a divine revelation; Do you doubt then 
olf God's free promiſe, or of his faithfulneſs 
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to fulfil it? What! Can his word be broken? 
Fe Can his promiſe fail? His word and promiſe 
| ratified in the immutable covenant, and ſealed _ | 
with the immutable oath of the eternal Three? 
his is your warrant to believe. And do you - 
queſtion the veracity of it? © He that be- | 
lieyeth not God, hath made him a liar:”* . O 
what a dreadful fin to give the lie to the Holy 
Trinity! The Fathef ſays, Whoſoever cometh); | 
the Son ſays, All that come unto me, ſhall be 1 
ſaved; the Spirit ſays, Come, wholdever will, ; 
| 

| 
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let him take of the water of life freely, and be 
ſaved. Are not theſe faithful ſayings worthy of 

| all credit? eſpecially as they are delivered with % 
| divine authority, under the great ſeal of - 
heaven. If doubts ſtill remain, pray againſt AY 
them, and meditate upon the unreaſonableneſs 4 

as well as the wickedneſs of them, and conti- 
nue to hear and to-read the word (for faith 1 
cometh, and groweth too, by hearing) that 
you may be enabled to put honor upon it, by 'Y 
venturing your ſoul upon the divine faithful. 3 
neſs, to make 1t good to you. | þ 
Perhaps you may believe the record, which | 
God hath given of-his Son, but you cannot do 
it with ſtedfaſtneſs: you can, at times, ſtay 
your mind upon God with fweet peace, but j 
you are not able to maintain it: yea, you loſe” q 
it when you want it moſt. How, in this cafe, 9 
ſhall the believer keep the peace of God rulk· 
ing always in his conſcience ? 4 
It is to be maintained in the ſame way, by [ 
which it was firſt received. It came by; be- 
C 
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lieving, and is thereby ſtrengthened. By he 
ſhedding of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, peace 
was made between God and man; by the 
ſprinkling of his blood, peace is made between 
man and God, When this is applied to the 
conſcience by the Holy Spirit, and received 
by faith, there is a coritinual preſervative 
againſt guilt—< For the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all ſin.” Here is the witneſs 
of God; and it is always the ſame. This be- 
lieved will always bring the ſame Cleanſing 
virtue, and keep the conſcience purged from 
dead works. If at any time guilt defile it, 

then unbelief has entered, and has been "ay 
nying, either that the blood of Chrift does 
cleanſe from all ſin, or that the divine teſti- 
mony concerning it does deſerve credit. Guilt 


cannot caſily enter into the conſcience but 


by one of theſe two ways. Examine, and ſee 


which it is. Do you doubt of the virtue of 


Chriſt's blood, or of the truth of God's re- 
cord concerning it? 

You reply, I dare not queſtion ther of 
them; yet nevertheleſs I cannot, with any ſet- 
tled comfort, maintain peace with God. But 
it is your privilege to mathtain it, confirmed 
to you by the royal charter of grace, and ra- 
tified in it by many expreſs promiſes. Jeſus 
has made peace by the blood of his croſs; and 
if you beheve what the God of truth ſays Of 
It, peace hould rule in your heart always: 
th all things, are well ordered for you, and 


ſure in che everlaſting covenant, On the part 
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of God, all is unalterably fixed and ſettled 


What is it, then, which unſettles you? + Is it 
ſomething you-find i in yourſelf ?_ Is it from in- 
dwelling fin, remaining corruption, a body of 
ſin and death, or from the weakneſs of your 
faith, and of your other graces? What! have 
you forgotten, that from all theſe the blood 
of Jefus Chriſt cleanſeth? Is it from a ſuſpi- 
cion, that your peace is not right, becauſe it 
ebbs and flows ? This ſhould humble, but not 
diſcourage you: becauſe there is a gracious 
proviſion made to remove your ſuſpicion. 
God has taken the charge both of you and of 
your peace: he keeps both by his mighty 
power, as it is written, The peace of God 
which, ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall keep 
with a ſafe guard your hearts and minds in 
Chriſt Jeſus. - You are as ſafe in the hand of 
God, at the loweſt ebb, as at the hi gheſt 
ſpring- tide of ſenſible comfort : bas your 
ſafeguard is almighty, and he is equally con- 
cerned about your peace, whether you feel it 
or not. Your ſenſe of it may vary, but he 
yaries not. There is in him no variableneſs, 
nor ſhadow of turning. How ſhould the be- 
lief of this ſtay your mind upon your God, 
and keep guilt out of the conſcience, even 
when you are walking in darkneſs, and have 
no light! 

O my ſoul! meditate upon thoſe precious 
truths. Give thyſelf wholly to them. Conſider 
how deeply they enter into the very being of 
thy peace, Unleſs they be underſtood, thou 
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canft not know the waytof peace; and unleſs 
they be received hy faith, thy conſcience will 
not be purged from guilt and unbelief. And 
while theſe defile it, thou canft not look upon 
God as reconciled, or delight thyſelf in him 
or his ways. Can two walk together except 
they be agreed? But when they are agreed, 
and of one mind, then walking with God be- 


comes pleaſant, and all his paths are peace. 


Search, then, and examine thyſelf, O my 
foul, and that not lightly,” and after the man- 


ner of diſſemblers with God, but clofely and 
thoroughly by the light of the divine word, 


and under the teaching of the divine Spirit. 
Doſt thou underſtand what is revealed con- 


cerning the way of peace — what was cove- 
nanted in the counſel of the eternal Three 


and what has been done in conſequence of it? 


Jeſus Chriſt is the great peace- maker. He has 


made peace through the blood of his croſs. 
The Father ſent him, gave him to be a cove- 
nant of the people; to fulfil for them. all 
righteouſneſs, and to be their atoning ſacri- 
fice. The Father has ſeen the work which 
he gave him to do, and has accepted it; is 
perfectly ſatisfied with it, and therefore is in- 
finitely delighted with him, and with all his, 
He would now be known by the high ſtyle 


and title of the Gop or PEACE. Fury is not 
in him to thoſe whom he ſees in the e 


He is a Father, fully, for ever reconciled t 


all his children in Chriſt Jeſus. He loves Fu ; 


as he loves him, with every kind feeling of 
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the moſt tender” parent. And he will bring 
every one of them to partake with their glo- 
rifed- head of the bleſſings of his everlaſting 
love. 


If thine underſkanding be ellnhitmn] with 


this knowledge,of God? is it effectual in thy 
conſcience? Canſt thou plead it there? This 


is the principal thing. Haſt thou a good con- 


ſcience, freed from guilt and condemnation, 
by believing the record which God hath given 
of his Son? He is well pleaſed with him for 
his righteouſneſs ſake. His ſonl delighted in 
the ſweet-ſmelling ſavor of his Son's ſacrifice. 
Becaufe he humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
therefore the Father hath highly exalted him. 
This is the witneſs of God. Doſt thou yield 
to it, and give it full credit? What! canſt 
thou ſet to thy ſeal that God is true, and that 
what ſatisfied him has perfectly Jatisfied thee, 
and therefore the peace of God rules in thy 
conſcience always, and by all means? 
Remember, this is thy privilege. Thou art 
called to the enjoyment of it. The evidencæ 
is as full as could be deſired, for the ending of 
all ſtrife in thy conſcience. The greateſt ho- 
nour thou canſt put upon the divine witneſſes, 


is ſo to end it, as to ſuffer no appeal to be 


made from their decree. Thy conſcience 
ſhould join iſſue. It ſhould ſay the ſame that 
(od does; It ſhould plead thy diſcharge from 


guilt, under the broad ſeal of heaven; and, 


thould top che mouth of unbelief with thoſe 
3 
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brought thee to build upon this foundation. 


36 WALK OF FAIT H. 


words, written in golden letters in the royal 
charter of grace There is vo condemna- 
tion tg, them that are in Chriſt Jeſus they 
are freely forgiven ALL treſpaſſes. They are 
juſtified from all things. Thy fins and ini- 
quities,” ſays God himſelf, „will I remem- 
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ber No MORE.” Theſe are the immutable 3 
words of truth. They cannot be broken. O I 
my ſoul; put honor upon them. Believe them / 4 
without doubt or wavering. Why doſt thoul 1 
draw back thy confidence? Truſt, and not be 3 


afraid. Thou mayeſt ſafely venture to believe 


all that the Lord hath ſpoken. He will make AF 
it good; and the more thou believeſt, the. Þ 
more will be made good. More faith will bring 1 
thee in a richer revenue of peace. The Lord 1 
increaſe thy faith. May it entirely influence - J 
thy conſcience, that it may agree with God; 3 
neither queſtioning the infinite value of the I 
righteouſneſs and atonement of Immanuel, nor 3 
yet the faithfulneſs of his promiſe, under which 'Y 
thou claimeſt them WRHOSOEVER WILL 2 
may take them freely.” 1 


Let thy faith be ever ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
yet thou wilt meet with ſomething every day 
to try it; but remember, the foundation on 
which thou ſtandeſt, cannot fail, and none, 
nothing ſhall remove thee from it. The Lord 


He hath begun the good work, and he will 
not leave his work unfiniſhed. The top- ſtone 
ſhall certainly be brought torth with ſhouting 
GRACE—GRACE: for his love is like himſelf, 
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His purpoſes, his word, his works change not · 
What if thou feel many things wrong in thy- 
ſelf, thou art ſometimes low in ſpirits; thou 
canſt not be pleaſed with thy corruption, and 
thou art not pleaſed. with thy duties; thy 
graces are weak, thy love not as it ſhould be, 
thy beſt ſervices vgprofitable ; yet theſe very 
things rightly underſtood, and improved by 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, will be the 
means of eſtabliſhing the conſcience in the 
peace of God. They will lead thee every day 
to a greater dependence upon ſovereign grace: 

for they will leave thee nothing to truſt in, but 
the righteouſneſs and the atonement of Imma- 
nual; nothing to keep thee, but his faithful- 
neſs to his word and work; and nothing to 
bleſs thee, but his free covenant mercy. Thus 
they will work together for thy good, Trials 
will ſettle thee. Enemies will confirm thee 


in peace. Troubles will bring thee nearer to 


God. Amidſt all diſcouragements thou wilt 
have this promiſe to ſtay = ſoul upon“ 
will never leave thee, nor forſake thee.“ His 
friendſhip is fixed. It ſprings from the pur- 


poſe and love of his own breaſt, and therefore 


was and is always unchangeably the ſame in 
him, Whom he loveth, he loveth unto the 
end. 

Well then, O my ſoul, thou haſt examined 
thyſelf. How is it with thee? Doſt thou know. 
the way of peace? Art thou at peace with 
God, being juſtified by faith? Cant thou 
plead this peace, and maintain it in thy con- 
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ſcience ? Is it a good conſcience, does it wit- 
neſs for God? Is it a pure conſcience, cleanſod 
from guilt and condemnation? Is it ſatisfied, 
that the Father is perfectly reconciled through 
the life and death of his Son? And is it fatis- 
fied with the divine record, giving thee a free 
grant of the benefits of hi lite and death, and 
putting thee into poſſeſſion by believing : 


Art tho of one heart and of one mind in this 


matter with the Father, and now being at 
peace with him, agreed to walk in his way ? 


If indeed he has been thus gracious unto thee, 


bleis the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is with- 


in me praiſe him for the exceeding riches of 


his love. What a mercy 4s. it, that he has 
brought thee into the way of peace! O go 


on; fear not. Set opt daily with an holy hum- 


ble boldneſs to walk with thy God. And for 
the guiding of thy feet in his way, and that 
thy ſteps may not decline from it, be diligent 


hearing. and reading the word of God. Study 


Pray over it. Mind what encouragement 
it gives thee—* Having therefore, brethren, 
boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood 
of Jeſus, by that new and Eving way, which 
he hath conſecrated for us, through the veil, 


that is to ſay, his fleſh, and having an high- 
prieſt over the houſe of God, let us draw 


near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of 


faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 
pure water. Heb. x. 19, 20, &c. What per- 
tec * is here n to the children 


2 or rr. 39 
of God! Sin had ſeparated them from him, 


but there is acceſs through Jeſus. He is the 
way to the Father. He is a new way, in 
oppoſition to the old way of works, which 
upon the fall was ſhut for ever. He is a liv- 
ing way, all that are alive to God live by the 
faith of the Son of God. He is a conſecrated 
way, every thing needful for their holy walk 
being provided in him. And they are re- 
quired to walk in this way with boldneſs; 
truſting to the blood of Jeſus, and depending 
on the interceſſion of the high- prieſt over the 
houſe of God, they have acceſs with confi- 
dence ih the holieſt. Ir is their undoubted 
privilege to draw near with a true heart, not 
like a double-minded man, wavering and un- 
ſtable; but with full aſſurance of faith, en- 
tirely ſatisfied that God in Chriſt has no- 
thing in his breaſt, but love towards them; 
OP they ſhould believe in him, and 
ſerve him without fear, having their hearts 
ſprinkled. from an evil conſcience, main- 
taining peace with God through the con- 
tinual application of the blood-of Jeſus, and 
having their bodies waſhed with pure water, 
body and ſoul being cleanſed from the guilt 
and filth of fin by the waſhing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

O may this be my happy experience. 
May I ever have grace to draw near to my 
reconciled Father! with a good conſcience. 
Yea, Lord, this is my heart's deſire. I would 
walk with-thee day by day in perfect peace. 


7. 
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O deny me not the requeſt of my lips, 
Glory be to thy free love, that through Jeſus 
I am ſuffered to have acceſs into thy pre- 
ſence, and am commanded to come with 
boldneſs into the holieſt of all. Lo, I come 
before thee, holy Father, to plead the blood- 
ſhedding and the righteouſneſs of thy dear 
Son; and I hope my plea will be admitted, 
through the interceſſion of the high-prieſt of 
the houſe of God.* O look, thou God of 
peace, upon the face of thy Beloved. See 
me in him. +I. deſire to be found in him. 
And for his ſake let the faithful witneſs for 
thy love in Jeſus abide with me, that in 
hearing and reading thy word, in prayer and 
meditation, he may increaſe my faith in thee 
and love to thee. ä 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, I beſeech thee to 
make practical upon my heart what thou haſt 
revealed in ſcripture of the Father's love. 
Deliver me from guilt and condemnation by 
the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus. Apply 
it effeQually. Apply it continually. Help me 
to believe with more comfort in my conſci- 
ence, and with more ſtedfaſtneſs in my walk, 
that his blood cleauſeth from all ſin. O bleſſed 
Spirit, carry on thy work in my ſoul. Lead 
me from faith to faith, that I may at all times 
have freedom to enter within the vail to a re- 
conciled God and Father, and may be able 
te maintain peace with him, againſt doubts 
and fears, againſt corruptions and enemies. O 
teach me to draw near to him with a true 
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heart, ſtedfaſtly perſuaded of his love, and in 


full aſſurance — faith. This is thy gracious 
office: O fulfil it in me, that my heart may 
be ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and my 
body waſhed with pure water. Let me find 
grace ſufficient for me, for Jeſus fake; to 
whom, with thee, O Father, and the eternal 
Spirit, three perſons in one Jehovah, be equal 
honour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


C HAP. III. 


The believer in his. heart cleaves 10 God, and 
walks with him in love. 


HIS depends entirely upon a good con- 
ſcience. There can be. no love of God, 
unleſs there be firſt peace with God. No con- 
yinced ſinner can love him, until he believes 
him to be reconciled. While guilt remains in 
the conſcience, enmity will keep its place in 


the heart: for ſo long as he looks upon his fins 


unpardoned, and God the juſt avenger of them, 


he muſt conſider him as a jealous God, and a 
conſmning fire. In this view there is every 
thing that can increaſe his guilty fears. And 
while theſe defile the conſcience$ inſtead of 
walking with God, he would run away from 
him, and like the firſt offenders, he would 
fooliſhly try to hide himſelf from the Puefeng 
of God. 
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But when the Holy Spirit has diſcovered 
the way of peace, and has enabled the finner 
to find peace, being 2 4. and juſtified 
through faith in Chrift Jeſus, then he looks 
upon God in another hight He can view 
him, according as he has proclaimed himſelf 
the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
nels and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, 
_ . forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and ſin. 
= Under this endearing character, the-God and 
FP! 4 Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is revealed in 
! ſcripture. Thus would he be conſidered in the 
| , covenant of grace---related in the neareſt bond 
of affection to all his children. He is their 
Father, the Father of mercies, freely loving, 
freely forgiving, freely accepting them in the 
beloved., The holy Spirit convinces them of 
It, and {feds the Father's love to them abroad 
iin their hearts; the ſenſe of which ſweetly in- 
clines them to love him again, Love begets 
love. God has put on the tender bowels of 
an ever-loving parent, and he gives them the 
affection of dutiful children. They love him, 
becauſe he firſt loved them. Then it is the 
delight of their ſouls to cultivate and improve 
this love on their part, and it becomes their 
Heaven upon earth to walk with their God in 
the: ways wherein he has appointed W meet 
them, to love them, and to bleſs them. 
The main point then in the chriſtian walk, 
is to know how to maintain peace in the con- 
ſcience: becauſe this is a powerful motive 
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upon which the believer firſt ſets. out, and it 
is the great ſpring which keeps him going 
on. While his conſcience continues pure 


and ago! mow and the peace of God rules in 


it, all is well. He does not ſtop, he does not 
halt, in the way. But when guilt enters, un- 
belief certainly follows cloſe after 'it, and 


then there is a freſh controverſy in the court 
of conſcience. Many doubts ariſe, and afford 


matter for ſtrife. and debate. The ſenſe f 
peace is not only diſturbed, but is alſo for a 
time deſtroyed by ſuch ſuſpicions as theſe--- 
« Am] freely pardoned ?---Is, God fully re- 
conciled to me ?---Is he ſtill my loving Fa- 
ther? I fear not. I have done ſo and ſo.— 
He is certainly diſpleaſed with me, and there- 
fore I dare not approach him, as I uſed to do, 
with love and confidence.” This is an evil 
conſcience. It is not purged from dead 
works; becauſe guilt is ſtill in it, and this 
keeps the ſoul at a diſtance from God. It 
begets a coldneſs and a ſhyneſs to him, and 
by ſhutting out the comfortable ſenſe of his 
love, makes way for fear of wrath. Then 
the motives to walk with God loſe. their in- 
fluence, and an evil heart of unbelief tempts 
the man to depart from the living God. 

Look well then, O my ſoul, to this lead- 
ing truth, which has ſuch univerſal influence 
over the chriſtian walk. Attend to the Peace 
of thy conſcience. See it be true peace, and 
mind it be well ſettled. Learn to maintain it 


upon goſpel motives, The heart follows che 
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determination of conſcience ;. and cleaves to 
the Lord, or departs from him, according as 
the conſcience excuſes or accuſes. It is 
therefore abſolucely neceſfary for our peace, 
that we ſhould know how God has ſhewn him- 
ſelf reconciled in Chriſt Jeſus. This cha- 
racter of him in the ſcriptures ſhould be ſtu- 
died. Whoever has been enabled to call him 
Abba, Father, ſhould implore the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit for an increaſe of faith, and 
ſhould make uſe of all appointed means for 
his growth in the knowledge of the love of 
his heavenly Father. The apoſtle is upon 
this ſubject in Romans v.—a chapter abound- 
ing with powerful arguments to eftabliſh the 
eace of God in the conſcience ; in order 
that the love of God may. rule in the heart. 
He gives us this account of the privileges of 
a juſtified man. He has peace with God 
through Jeſus by whom he has free acceſs 
to God—is in a ſtate of grace ſtands in it 
*by the power of God---has reaſon to rejoice 
(come what will) in hope of the glory to be 
Tevealed---and whatever he meets with in the 
way to glory ſhould increaſe the rejoicing of 
his hope, and confirm his heart in the love 
of God to him. Obſerve how-divinely the 
apoſtle ſpeaks---** Therefore being juſtified 
by faith, we have peace with God through 
Hur Lord Jeſus Chriſt: by whom alſo we 
have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein 
we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God; and not only fo, but we rejoice in tri- 
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bulations alſo, knowing well that tribulation 
worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope; and hope maketh not 
aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 

abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
is given unto us.” 

What privileges! how many, how free: 
how bleſſed are here declared to be the por- 
tion of the juſtified man, which he is to enjoy 
in his reconciled God! Each of them tend- 
ing to eſtabliſh peace in his conſcience, and 
love in his heart, that he may delight himſelf 
in God and in his ways. The firſt and chief 
bleſſing in experience, which draws after it 
all the reſt, 1s the Spirit--- 

The Holy Ghoſt is given unto him, to be a 
witneſs for Jeſus, and to ſhed abroad the Fa- 
ther's love through him. He comes as the 
Spirit of life to quicken the ſoul, which hach 
been dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and to bring 
it to the knowledge of ſalvation, which he 
does, ſecondly, by 1 the gift of faith. 

Being juſtified by faizh. He enables the 
ſinner to believe in the finiſhed work of the 
God-man, and to truſt to the free grant of it 
in the word of God; whereby he ſees him- 
ſelf fully juſtiſied: T hrough the atonement 
of Jeſus treed from fin; and guilt; through 
the righteouſneſs of Jeſus entitled to life and. 
olory, and therefore, thirdly, he has | 

Peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt bis 
Lord. He ſees God is at peace with him 
perfectly and code reconciled. The 
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peace is everlaſting which was made through 


the blood of the everlaſting covenant. The 


belief of this quiets and ſatisfies the ſinner's 
conſcience; which being purged by the 
blood, and juſtified by the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt his Lord, is at peace, is freed 
from guilty fears, and is reconciled to God, 

yea to the juſtice of God, who can now be 


zuft, and yet the juſtifier df the ungodly. 


To what high honour is he then called? He 


is admitted into friendſhip with God; and 


has, 

Fourthly, Acceſs by faith into this grace, 
wherein he "Pands-=-accels to a mercy-ſeat, to 
which he is invited to come freely, as a be- 
loved child to an affectionate parent. Bold- 


neſs and acceſs with confidence are Ege 
and commanded. Let us come boldly to 


the throne of grace: having boldneſs to enter 


into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, let 
us by faith make much uſe of that new and 


living way, which he .hath opened for us. 
O what a mercy is it thus to have acceſs to a 
gracious Father! How much is the merey 
increaſed by his ſettling his children in it! 
* We'STAND in it,“ fays the Apoſtle, de- 
noting the being fixed in a ſtate of perfect 
acceptance, conferred by ſovereign grace, 
brought into it v7 unchangeable love, -and 


kept in it by th 25 — of a faithful God. 


How 2155 pany 
to hope! for, 


Filthy, We 9 in bope-of the glory of | 


to faith, how excourimwpg | 
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God. Faith relies upon the truth of what 


= God hath promiſed, and hope waits for the 
enjoyment of the good in the promiſe, but 


more eſpecially for the glory which is to be 


revealed. This hope of glory is full of re- 


joicing: becauſe every thing which hope 
looks at and draws its joy from, depends on 
the truth and faithfulneſs of a covenant God. 
There can be no failing on his part, and 
therefore on the believer's there can be no 
diſappointment.” On this ground hope caſts 


its anchor, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and finds 


all. ſafe during the ſtorms of life, yea, has 
many a ſweet foretaſte of the promiſed glory, 
ONT into the foul by theſe very ſtorms: 
or 

Sixthly, Me rejoice in tribulatiqns alſo. Theſe 
are ſo far from taking away the jdy of the 
juſtified man, that they tend greatly to in- 


creaſe it, and to make it more holy, as well 


as more happy.. Tribulations produce a plen- 
tiful harveſt of bleſſings; they bring forth 
Patience, giving occafion to exerciſe the 
graces of the Spirit, to! find the truth and 
the power of them, and thereby working ſub- 
miſſion under the croſs to the will of God. 
« Iris good for me,” ſays David, © that I 
have been” afflicted ;” his troubles brought 


him to God. Before I was. 'afflicted, I. 


went aſtray.” His troubles kept him near 
to God, dependent on the divine ſtrength to 
bear them with patience; and for an happy 


iſſue out of them. Whereby he learnt 
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Experience, which follows ſuffering and pa- 
tience. Tribulations teach us what we are as 
finners, and what God is to his reconciled 
children. They make us ſenſible of our weak- 
neſs, and of our being ſtrong only in the Lord 
----of our miſery, and of his comforts---of 
what we deſerve, and of what he ſaves us 
from they bring us to live out of ourſelves, 
upon the ſure mercies of a covenant God: 
whereby our hope in him being tried, and by 
trials confirmed, we diſcover his love to us in 
ſuffering; and by daily experience become 
quite fatisfied, that our 

Hope is the grace of #he Holy Spirit : for it 
anſwers the ſcripture- character; it rejoices in 
tribulation, It has good reaſon ſo to dg, It 
experiences God's faithfulneſs. Every'thing 
promiſed being made good to us in time, we 
thereby grow up into the full aſſurance of 
hope, that we ſhall not fail of receiving the 
promiſed glory. And this 

Hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of 
God is fhed abroad in our bearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, who is given unto us. He is given to 
ſatisfy our hearts of the love of God to us, and 
to lead us to ſtudy the nature and the perfec- 
tions of his love. Behold! what manner of 
love, what a free, full, ſovereign, and ever- 
laſting love, the Father hath beſtowed upon 
us. It is actually beſtowed and enjoyed by 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt. He ſhows us 
how the Father loved us, even when we were 
without ſtrength; yea, herein God commend- 
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eth his love towards us, in that while we 
were ſinners and enemies, he gave his Son to 
live ahd die for us, much more then being 
now juſtified, we fhall be ſaved from wrath, 
and brought{to glory, through him. How 
does this conimend and ſet off the love of 
God! It is the firſt cauſe of all the graces 
here mentioned, and beſtows them upon the 
moſt unworthy. Faith, juſtification by faith, 
acceſs to God, ſtanding in a juſtified ſtate, re- 
Joicing in hope of glory, and rejoicing in the 
way to it, even an tribulations, becauſe they 
exerciſe and i improve patience, and put our 
graces to ſuch trials, as convince us, that 
they are the true graces of the Holy Spirit, 
and that we ſhall never be aſhamed of our 
hope in God. In this golden chain of expe- 
rience, love is the uppermoſt link. It was 
the firſt, and draws after it all the reſt, _ The 
free love of the Father gave his Son for us, 
and with him gave us all things. The ſame 
love has now given his Spirit to us, and he 
has enabled us to know and to believe, that 
we are juſtified, have acceſs to a reconciled 
God, ſtand accepted before him, &c. and 
that he 1s our loving God and Father in Jeſus. 
The ſenſe of this warms the heart, and ſweetly 
and powertully influences the affections to de- 
light in, and to walk in love with ſuch an 


exceedingly gracious and merciful God. 


In this delightful portion of ſcripture, the 
Holy Spirit teaches us, how he bring ſinners 
to know that God loves them. It is by believ- 
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love. lt ſoftens the hard heart. 


poſſible 
ciled God, it mightily diſpoſes them to ſeek 
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ing in the' righteouſneſs and atonement of the 


Son of God. Hence ſpring peace and loye--- 


Peace with God in the conſcience, and love to 


God in the heart. There is an inſeparable 
connection between thoſe two graces. The 
one! cannot exiſt without the other. Whoever, 
knows the God of peace, will find that Go 

is love: for being juſtified by faith, he wi 

thereby ſee that God 1s at peace with him, 
and himſelf in a ſtate of free acceptance be- 
fore him: in which he ſhall ſtand and be kept 
fate; until he receive the promiſed glory. The 
hope of which will be confirmed by his daily 


experience of God's faithfulneſs, making all 
things, even tribulations, work tog ther for his 


good in the way to glory: thus will the Holy 


Spirit ſatisfy him of the love of God to his 


ſoul: And the perſuaſion of his love begets 
It warms the 
cold heart. It works kindly upon all the af- 
fections; and by ſetting before them very 
ood to be enjoyed in their recon- 


their ſupreme happineſs in walking humbly 
and cloſely with him. 

Attend then, O my ſoul, to this ſeripture 
Meditate upon the experience of which it 


treats. Pray for it. Pray for more of it. And 


above all, obſerve the great truth here tauglit 
thee by che Holy Ghoſt, namely, that thou 
ganſt not have any true love of God, but what 
ariſes from the ſenſe of his being at peace with 


thee in Jeſus. O beware of falſe teachers: for 
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he b. there is great reaſon. - Many talk big of their 
— loving God for his own inherent Jovelineſs. 
to Wa fundamental 'miſtake. Myſtics, Quakers, 
le natural religion men, dreaming metaphyſici- 
he ans, and the motley tribe of moraliſts and 
er); Lgeiſts, pretend to love an abſolute God, with- 
0 cout viewing him in the covenant of grace, or 
; as he has revealed himſelf in the incarnation 
n, I of his Son. There has been no love of this 
e kind in any heart upon earth for near fix 


pt chouſand years. Adam in paradiſe might love 

je him thus. But when driven out of paradiſe 

ly bor fin, he could love him fo no more. Thbe 
11 KM promiſcd ſced of the woman, the word made 
is fleſh, became then the object of his faith, and 

ly che only ground of his love. The ſeripture 

is has clearly determined this-—“ We love him, 

ts KM becaulc he firſt loved us---And in this was 

ie W manifeſted the love of God towards us, be- 

f. cauſe that God ſent his only-begotten Son in- 

y to the world, that we might live through 


. him.“ When the Holy Ghoſt has taught this 
k love of God to ſinners, and by believing has 
y manifeſted it to their hearts; then they love 

| him upon chriſtian principles; and ſinners ean 


not love him upon any other. They love him 

it W for that infinite mercy which led him to ſend 
d his only-begotten Son into the world to finith 
+ che ſalvation of his people. They love him 
n tor ſending the Holy Ghoſt to enable them to 
it ſee the everlaſting ſufficiency of this ſalvation, 
h and to believe the record of God concerning 
r it; whereby they come to experience how 
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much the Father loved them. This is hea- 
ven begun. The Father's love ſhed: abroad 
in the heart by the Holy, Ghoſt is the fore« 
taſte of glory. Whoever enjoys it, has found 
what is more to be deſired than gold, Yea 
than much fine gold, ſweeter alſo than hohey 
and the honeycomb. O, it is indeed heaven 
upon earth. To preſerve it, to improve it, 
is become the only ſtudy of the happy be- 
liever. The panting of his ſoul is after more 
of this love. The prayer of his faith is, O 
thou eternal Spirit, help me ſo to walk with 
my moſt loving Father, as that I may main- 

tain peace with him in my conſcience, and a 
growing love to him in my heart, until thou 
bring me to the enjoyment of everlaſting 
peace and love.“! 

The prayer of a righteous man prevaileth 
much, being offered witk energy. By the 
love of the Spirit it is anſwered. He not 
only preſerves, but allo increaſes his own 
graces. He leads the believer to freſh diſ- 
coveries of the Father's love, and puts him 
into poſſeſſion of the exceeding rich treaſures 
of it. He helps him to draw very ſtrong ar- 
guments for the comfort of his heart from 
the perfect FxEENEssS of divine love. Thus 
he reaſons 18 | 

Although I am beſet with temptations, and 
aſſaulted with corruptions, and 1n a world of 
troubles, yet I need not fear, but God will 
bring me ſafe through all : for I know he loves 


me, It is plain he does, I could never have 
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WALK OF. FAITH, 53 
loved him, unleſs he had firſt freely loved 
me. My love is only the reflection of his. 
I have been convinced of fin, but it was not 
from myſelf; the conviction was of God, I 
have been conyinced of righteouſneſs, and 1 
put my Whole truſt in the righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus. He is the only ground. of my hope. 
I now reſt my ſoul upon the fure foundation, 
which he hath laid. And this faith is not of 
myſelf, Ir is the gift of God. . I aſcribe it to 
his ſovereign MS : that I have been enabled 
to look upon the Father as reconciled ta me, 
pardoning me through the blood-ſhedding.of 
his Son, accounting me righteous through 
the obedience of his Son, and i in him accept- 
ing, loving, and bleſſing me. How could 1 


experience theſe things but by the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? And for what did I deſerve 


to experience them? The reaſon muſt be 
found in the riches of his own free grace,— 
Did the Father foreſee any-thing good in me, 
for which he choſe me in his Son? Was it 
for any worthineſs of mine, that the Son 
vouchſafed to take fleſh, and to live and die 
for me? Was it for any foreſeen works, faith- 
fulneſs, or diligence ia means, that the Holy: 
Ghoſt called me to know, to believe, and to 
enjoy. the Father's love through the Son's 
ſalvation 2 O, no. Away with ſuch thoughts, 
I dare claim nothing for mine own, "but 
ſin and ſhame. Not unto me, Lord, not 
unto me, but unto thee be all the glory. 


It was the good pleaſure of thine. own will 
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which choſe me before the foundation of the 
world, and accepted me 1n the beloved ; and 
now I know that thy counſels of old are faith- 
fulneſs and truth. I experience the happy 
fruit and effect of them. I am brought to 
believe in thee, and to love my God and _ 
Father, which I am ſatisfied I could never 
have done, af thy free love had not firſt pur- 
poſed to fave me, and now carried thy pur- 

oſes into execution. Tathe praiſe of the 
glory of thy diſtinguiſhing grace, I am in 
poſſeffion of the things which accompany 
ſalvation. O give me more grace, that I may 
daily make a better uſe of them, and may 
return thee better praiſe for thy free gifts of 
free grace. 

It is free, and it is alſo covenant love. 
This is another of its divine properties : God 
commendeth his love towards the heirs of 
promiſe, by giving them full ſecurity for its 
unchangeableneſs. And this view the Holy 
Spirit opens to them for the ſupport of their 
faith in times of trial. When they are walk- 
ing in darkneſs, and have no light, troubled 


on every fide, without are fightings, within 
are fears, when in great heavinels through 


failings in duty, through riſings of corrup- 
tion, or through manifold temptations, then 
he diſcovers to them the treaſures of cove- 
nant love, and enables them to draw rich 
conſolation. from that heavenly ſtorehouſe. 
An heir of promiſe under his teaching is often 
ſupported in this way“ It is true, 1 am in 


* 
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trouble, but not forfaken. What if every 
thing I have and am in myſelf makes againſt 
- me, yet God is on my ſide, a covenant God: 
for I believe the eternal Three entered into 
covenant before all worlds, and with manifold 
wiſdom ordered all things relating to the 
W heirs of promiſe. For their fakes, and to 
5 | end all ſtrife in their conſciences about the 
4 W certainty of their ſalvation, it pleaſed the 
e bleſſed Trinity to enter into covenant, and 
n to confirm their covenant by oath, thus giv- 
y ing them two immutable things to truſt in, 
y in which it is impoſſible for God to lie. O, 


— _—. 


y how ſtrengthening ro faith is this view of the 

f unchangeableneſs of covenant love ! If it be 

| but a man's covenant, being properly ſigned* - 7 
e. and fealed, no one diſannulleth or addeth » \ 

Ni thereto. And who ſhall diſannul or add to 

of the covenant of the Trinity? The creature 

ts cannot. God will not. His purpoſe of 

ly bringing many ſons to glory is unalterably >. 

ir fixed in his on. mind, and in order to make 

"I it a ſure ground for their faith, he confirmed 


ed his immutable covenant by his immutable 


in oath, On this ſecurity I reſt my ſoul. A 

zh covenant God has enabled me to truſt in his 

p- W covenant engagements.” Hence I ſee eve 

en Z thing relating to my falvation abſolutely cer- 
e- W tain in the counſel and covenant of God; and 
ch I look upon my faith to be one of the effects 
ſe, of my being in the covenant. © And faith as 4 
en covenant gift is an immutable gift. What a 


in blefling is it, that the gifts and calling of 


. * 
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God are without repentance! It has been 
given me on the behalf of Chriſt to believe. 
And is not this from covenant love? What 
elſe could bring me to truſt in covenant faith- 
fulneſs? Therefore by believing I have im- 


mutable things to depend upon for the cer- 
tainty of my ſalvation. Upon them would 
I ſtay my foul, as well as I may, and fix my 


heart upon them. O thatI could bring more 
glory to my covenant God, by truſting ham 
with unſhaken confidence! His love. to me 
demands it at my hands. His love contrived 
the plan of ſalvation. Love provided every 
thing needful to carry it into execution. The 
evidence which he has given of this, was from 
the overflowings of love. His word of pro- 
miſe, ratified by covenant, confirmed by oath, 
the oath of the holy, bleſſed, and glorious T ri- 
nity, made- to fatisfy the heirs of promiſe of 
the immutability of the divine will concerning 
them—O what miracles of love are theſe ! 
And all to affure them, that the heart of Je- 
hovah is invariably towards them for good! 
Yes, Lord, this is the great love wherewith 
thou loveſt me. And this is the evidence of 
love. Thou haſt brought me to believe it, 
and to put ſome honor upon it. I deſire to 
truſt to thy covenant engagements without 
wavering. Eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle my 
faith. Increaſe it from day to day, that I may 
gro in the knowledge and enpenence of that 
\ love which paſſeth knowledge. For- 

It is a free covenant, and alſo an EVERLAST= 
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ING love. This is another of its moſt glorious 
properties. His love knows neither beginning 
nor end. It is without variableneſs, or ſhadow © 
of turning. The heart of God is always one 
and the ſame towards his choſen people: for : 
he loveth them freely. The motives to it were 2 


all in, and from his own breaſt. The covenant 
was diſtinguiſhing love, ſecured to the heirs of 
promiſe by the moſt folemn engagements. 
And this crowns all. His love is of the fame ; 
date with the covenant---not only before all 
worlds, but alſo from eternity. Therefore it 
is frequently called in ſcripture an everlaſting 
covenant, and covenant-love is ſaid to be 
according to the eternal purpoſe, which he 
had purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord: 
whereby, before the foundations of the world 
were laid, he hath conſtantly decreed by his 
counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and 
. damnatioi»= thoſe whom he hath choſen in 
Chriſt out of mankind, and to bring them bj 
Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made 
to honor. Here is a never- failing ſource ß 
comfort to a believing heart. Meditate, O 
my foul, upon it. Conſider, what God hath 
done for thee, and give him the glory of his 
precious love. Has he not called thee by his 
Spirit, working in thee in due ſeaſon ? Haſt 
thou not obeyed the call 2 Doſt thou not de- 
pend upon the finiſhed work of God thy Sa- 
5 viour? Art thou not juſtified freely by faith in 
bim? Art thou not ſeeking: daily to mortify 
the works of the fleſh, and thy earthly mem 
D 2 


= WALK OF FAITH. 
bers, and that thy mind may be drawn up to 
high and heavenly things? Certainly theſe are 
good proots of-the purpoſes of the Father's 
love towards thee: becauſe theſe are the hap- 

y effects of his purpoſes, now taking place in 

thy ſoul. O how greatly ſhould this conſider- 
ation eſtabliſh and confirm thy faith of eternal 
ſalvation to be enjoyed by Chriſt, and thereby 
kindle thy love towards God. He has, in- 
deed, drawn thee by the ſweet attraction of 
his Spirit unto himſelf, and he has explained 
to thee the motive for his ſo doing Yea, I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting! love, 
therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn 
- thee:” His love, diſcovered to thee in time, 
is the fruit of his love before time: for the one 
is the effect of the other. If love had not been 
always in his heart towards thee, thy heart 
could never have been drawn in love to him. 
But he has drawn it. And thou art ſeeking to 
have it drawn more cloſely to him. Is it not 
thy daily wiſh? O for more love to my gra- 
cious Father- what a love has he ſhewn to 
me What a free, covenant, everlaſting love! 
And yet, alas! what poor returns do I make 
him? Holy Spirit of love, raiſe and exalt my 
affections, and let the conſideratlon of the 
wonderful love of my heavenly Father to me 
increaſe mine to him, and let mine abound yet 
more and more in knowledge, and in all ſen- 
ſible experience. . 
The Holy Spirit, who is the great teacher 
and manifeſter of the Father's love, has re- 
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vealed theſe properties of it in ſcripture, for 
the eſtabliſhment of the faith of the children 
of God. He wonld have them believe aſſuredly 
that God is their Father, not in name only, 
but in. deed and in truth; that he has the 
bowels of the tendereſt parent, and that he, 
freely, fully, everlaſtingly loves them in his 
dear Son. As he loves him, ſo he loves them. 
He embraces the head and the members with 
the ſame affection. And becauſe they can 
hardly believe this in times of trial and trou- 
ble, the Holy Spirit would ſatisfy their hearts 
of it, by diſcovering to them the unchange- 
ableneſs of their Father's love, as it has been 
manifeſted in the divine covenant, and con- 
firmed with the divine oath. In both which, 
the witneſs of the Father to his children js 
| given in this manner -I have freely loved 
you, I have engaged to love you, and I will 
ever be mindful of my covenant engagements 
---as I hve, faith the Lord, I will love you 
unto the end---yea, I will bleſs you with all 
ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus--- 
what he, your elder brother, is now in glory, 
that will my love make you---the mountains 
ſhall depart, and the hills ſhall be removed, 
but my kindneſs; ſhall not depart from you, 
neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on 
you. 
Theſe are faithful ſayings, and worthy of 
all acceptation. O evil heart of unbelief, KA 


pretence haſt thou to reaſon againſt the truth. 
D 3 | 
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of them? O ye of little faith, wherefore do pe 
doubt of receiving the goodneſs of them? 
Your Father is not a man, that he ſhould lie, 


neither the ſon of man, that he ſnould alter his 


purpoſe. -Hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do 
it? OrHath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make 
d? Yes, the purpoſe of his heart, ſpoken 


with his mout!:, ſhall be made good with his 


arm: all his perfections ſtand engaged to eſ- 
tabliſh his faithful word, and therefore it is 
a ſafe ground to build and to reſt upon. Truſt- 

ing to it, the belie ver may boldly claim the 
promiſed bleſſings of his Father's love; and 
with a hope that will never make him aſhamed, 
he may expect a growing enjoyment of its free 
covenant and eternal bleſſings, 


Well then, O my ſoul, thou haſt conſidered 


the ſubject. What are thy ſentiments of the 
love of the Father? Are they ſuch as the ſcrip- 
ture teaches.? Take heed of errof. A little 
miſtake here will have dreadful effects upon 
thy walk. Doſt thou believe, that thou, com- 
ing to the Father, through faith in the life and 
death of his co- equal Son, art pardoned and 
juſtified before him, and that this thy coming 
to the Father, through the Son; is from the 
grace of the Spirit? Fherefore the Three that 


bear record in heaven, do witneſs to thy being 


an object of covenant love. Does this witneſs 
keep thy conſcience quict, and thy heart hap- 
py? Canſt thou plead it againſt guilt and fear, 
and maintain the influence of it in dark and 
trying times? The love of thy heavenly Father 
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s immutable : doſt thou experience it to be 
ſo ? It is everlaſting. Canſt thou depend upon 
it as ſuch? It has provided all bleſſings for 
thee in Jeſus: art thou receiving them out 
of his fulneſs, grace for grace ? It 15 propoſed 
to thy faith in John xvii, and in Eph, iii. as a. 
never-failing ſpring of conſolation. Read and 
try, whether thou art practically, acquainted 
with what is there written. Examine the cha- 
racter of the Father's love; and be aſſured 
what is not agreeable to it, is not the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. His office in thy foul 

is to witneſs to what he has revealed in the 

{cripture, to explain it to thine underſtanding, 

to make it the ground of thy faith, and the 

enjoyment of thy heart. Doſt thou then un- 

derſtand, and believe, and enjoy the Father's 

love, according to what the Holy Spirit has 
' teſtified of it? 

Perhaps thou art clear in thine underſtand- 
ing, but through the weakneſs of thy faith 
haſt but little enjoyment: of the love of God. 
Why is thy faith weak ? Search into the cauſe 
(depend upon it, God is not the cauſe,) and 
having diſcovered i it, inquire into the remedy. 
There is proviſion made in the covenant for 
all the infirmities of thy faith: for it was well 
ordered in all things and fure, and thy faith 
was well ordered and fure---infallible ſecuri- 
ties were provided in the covenant to make 1t 
{ure. , That thou ſhouldſt have it; that thou 
ſhouldſt keep it, and keep it too unto the end, 
the bleſſed Trinity have engaged, by their im- 
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It is not conſtant : it ebbs and flows. It is not 


—_ WALK OF FAITH. 
mutable counſel, and their immutable oath. 
Therefore, thou art now kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation. The power 
of God, which is thy keeper, has given thee» 
faith, and keeps thy faith, that it fail not, 
Thou and it are well kept. A covenant God 


Watches over thee, and un 
everlaſting arms. Till theſe fail, thy faith can- 
not fail. O what powerful motives are theſe 
to induce thee to believe without wavering | 
Conſider them carefully. And may the Lord 
render them the means of ſtrengthening thy 
faith, and of thereby enabling thee to cleave 
more cloſely in love to thy heavenly Father. 


the Spirit. It is not what God deſerves, -as * 


the full value of his love to one redeemed fin-- 
ner? On earth it ſurpaſſeth knowledge. In 
heaven it ſurpaſſeth all returns of praiſe. The 


— 


has the charge of both. „ Almighty love 
derncath are the 


It may be, thou art hindered from living 
by unſhaken faith, becauſe thou haſt ſo little 
love to God—he ought to have all thy heart 
and ſoul, and mind and ftrength, but it 
grie ves thee to obſerve what a ſmall part ho 
has of them. This view is always humbling. 
Our love, at beſt, is not what it ought to be. 


perfect: the fleſh luſteth always contrary to 


ayment for love received: who will compute 


Higheſt love of glorified ſaints is only acknow- | 


Jedgement, but not payment. They are per- 


fectly humble, and therefore willing that God | 
ould. have all the glory of their "I. P 
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To him they aſcribe it. The ſame mind in 
thee would refine thy love, and make it ſome- 
thing like their's. When thou art conſidering 
thy love to God, and aſhamed at the fight of 
then look at his. Look eſpecially at his, 
Ko thine is little. Believing views of his 
will increaſe thine, Thine has nothing elſe to 
excite it, or to nouriſh it. Thou art not called 
upon to warm thyſelf with the ſparks of thy 
love to God, but with the pure conſtant 
flame of his love to thee. His is to keep up 
thine. His is the firſt cauſe, and thine is but 
the effect, The experience of his will heal 
all the infirmities of thine. When thy love is 
little, unſettled, cold, and dull, then ſtudy 
the divine properties of his: theſe rightly un- 
derſtood will increaſe, ſettle, warm, and ac- 
tuate thine affections. By believing medita- 
tion thou wilt find a pardon provided for thy 
little love : the ſenſe of it will comfort thy 
conſcience, Thy heart will grow hot within 
thee : while thou art muſing, the fire will kin» 
die. It will break out. Thou wilt ſpeak with 
thy tongue praiſe and thankſgiving to thy. 
loving God and Father. | 
Thouart willing then, O my ſoul, and ready: 
to ſet out to follow thy God. Under the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, thou haſt choſen 
him for thy portion, and in a conſtant depend- 
ence upon his grace, thou haſt taken his way 
for thy daily walk. How great is the love, 


Where with he loveth thee |! Survey it. Mea 


fure, if thou canſt, che dimenſions of it in thing: 
D 5 - "SIM 
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own particular caſe. The more thou art ac- 
quainted with it, the readier wilt thou be to 
give him all the glory of it, and to make ſuch 
acknowledgments as theſe : 

I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, Ilie not, my 
conſcience bearing me witneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt, that being juſtified by faith, I have 
found peace, 'and tree acceſs to a reconciled 
God. We are agreed, and now I defire to 
walk with him. He is my Father in Jeſus, 
and I know he has bowels of the tendereſt 
affection for me. I ought not, it would be 
baſe in me, to queſtion it, ſince he has ſhed 
his love abroad in my heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt: who has made me of one mind, of one 
heart, and of one way with himſelf. His way 
is become mine: for he has reconciled me to 
it, by cauſing me to ſee that he has choſen me 
1 as an object of his electing love, that 
he gave his Son to finiſh ſalvation work for 
me, and that he has now given his Spirit to 
me, who has called me, and given me ears to 
hear, who has beſtowed on me faith and h6pe, 


and has enabled me to look upon theſe as 


fruits of the Father's covenant grace, and 
everlaſting favor. O what exceeding riches 
of love are theſe!” If I would declare and 


ſpeak of them, they are more than can be 


numbered. What am 1, that I ſhould be ac- 
cepted in the beloved? His Father mine. He 


ſees me, loves me, yea, bleſſes me in him. 


My title is clear to all fpiritual bleſſings, be- 
eũuſe God, being my God in Jeſus, all things 
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are mine. He will make them all work to- 
gether for my good. He that withheld not his 

- own Son, but gave him for me, how ſhall hne 
not with him freely give me all Kings? 
Having his free grant of them in the word of 
promiſe, and truſting to his faithfulneſs, I have 

- ſet out to walk with my divine Friend and Fa- 

ther, hoping to enjoy his loving preſence all 
the way to heaven. I would not aim at getting 
any new title to his love, but to have new 
enjoyment. Every day I am ſeeking for more 
knowledge, and for more experience of his 

_ abundant love to me in his beloved Son. And 

for this end, I would walk cloſe with him in 

his way---not to buy his love, it is ineſtimable 
not to merit it, free grace and merit ean- 

not ſtand together not that I may deſerve it 
for my walk, but may freely receive it of him 
in my walk—not that he may give it me for 
walking with him, but that in walking with 
him, I may enjoy what he has already given 
me. His love is a free gift. I would by faith 
enjoy it in time, as I hope by ſenſe to enjoy 
it in eternity. Whatever blefling, ſtrength; 
victory, or comfort, I ſtand in need of, I look 

| to the fulneſs which he has laid up in Jeſus; 

| __ and from thence I receive it. I read my title 

“ tot, and I take poſſeſſion of it, for nothing 

done in me or by me, now or at any other 
time, but only in and for the free grace of 
his Father and my Father. While I can live 

| thus by ſimple faith, I find I am enabled t6 
go on Well, The ſeaſe of his free, covenant; 

2 | | D 6 


_ ONS. > r 
Dee. * o 
* 


7 


„ ee 


o 
— — — * 


* _— * F 4 EY / . So vo 4 6 , « 4 d x a Jobs N 
COT EE „„ RE SERNE Sen PEE De CE SRC 
A on Te a SF > - A EE ES ns RES Ac} 

1 2 S ry REM, : EY 2 EIS LATINA FL "Ie" * Oo =o 
_ * * ory: 7k HED 8 ws of n po 1 rad N EW wh N 
Me 9 12 en 8 

i I * Hr) 2 N * EIT: * 

ne TIN i. LIST r . 

is 5 Ls * - x IT 
x e * 


— 9 


* 


| 66 WALK OF FAITH. 


everlaſting love, keeps my\heart happy, and | 
makes walking with him m delight. O that 


he may enable me to preſs forward, that I 
may held my confidence, and the rejoicing of 
hope, ſtedfaſt unto the end And why need 1 
. of it, ſince he has me in his keeping? 
His love has bound itſelf it to me by covenant 
engagements, which are my full ſecurity for 
what he has declared —“ I will- never leave 
thee, nor forſake thee.“ 

Theſe defires, I am perſuaded, are from 
thee, O Father of mercies. 4 could never 
have ſought my happineſs in thy love, unleſs 


thou hadſt firſt loved me. O grant me then 
the deſires of my heart. What thy good Spi- 


rit has put me upon ſeeking, let me by his 


grage find continually. He has manifeſted to 


me thy perfect reconciliation to thy people, 


: through the life and death of Jeſus. It. has 


been given me on his behalf to believe this, 


8 I have therefore taken thee for my God and 
my portion, and I would fo walk — thee. as 


to obtain agrowing knowledge and experience 


\of thy love. For this cauſe I bow my knees 


unto thee, Holy Father. O hear and anſwer 
the prayer of faith. Give me grace to walk 
with thee in love, all the way to glory. I aſk 
it in che name of Jeſus : for thou art the Fa- 


ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the 
whole: family in heaven and earth is named. 
One Father, one family, one love. Thou re- 

=" ceiveſt all thy children, whether in heaven or 


earth, into the fame ncar relation, and em- 
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WALK Of FAITH?/: 67: 
braceſt them with the ſame dear affection in 
thy beloved Son. O what a mercy is this ! 
Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be thy fatherly love, 
which choſe me to be of thy family, and which 
has brought me to know that I am a child of 


God, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. I thank thee 


for giving me the deſire to live as ſuch, and 
to walk worthy of my high calling. O grant 
me then, according to the riches of thy glory, 
(out of thine infinite treaſury of grace, and 


to the praiſe of the glory of thy grace) to be 


ſtrengthened with might by thy Spirit in the 
inner man. He is the promiſe of the Father. 


All thy children have their new birth, and 
every faculty of the new man from him, and 


by the working of his mighty power they are 


kept, as well as renewed, day by day : for 
without him they can do nothing. Of this 


he has thoroughiy convinced me. I know-J 


cannot call thee Father, nor believe in thee, 


nor love thee, but by thy Spirit. O my God, 


ſtrengthen me effectually by his grace in the 
inner man, for every purpoſe of ſpiritual life. 
Whatever he has engaged to do in thy chil- 
dren, let him do it in me, that through his 


preſence and power Chriſt may dwell in my 


heart by faith. O let him continually diſcover 
to me mine intereſt in Chriſt, and open to me 
the exceeding riches of thy love in him. Holy 
Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, 
that I may know for certain Chriſt is one with 
me, and I am one wich him, and may there- 
by be able to maindain conſtant fellowſhip: 


8 WALK or FAITH; 
with him—he dwelling in me, and I in him. 


O may I thus live continually by the faith of 
the Son of God, depending always for ac- 
ceptance with thee upon his atonement and 


. his righteouſneſs, and fo may find the happy 
fruit of his prayer to 'thee—*® O righteous 


Father, I have declared to my diſciples thy 
name, and will declare it, that the love, 


-wherewith thou loveſt me, may be in them, 


and I in them.” Thou didſt hear, thou haſt 
anſwered times out of number, the requeſt of 
thy beloved Son. Lord God, anſwer it to 
me. Let me rejoice in thy love, and find it 
to be the ſame to me, as to him. Let thy 
good Spirit root me and ground me in the 
knowledge of thy love to me in Jeſus. O 
grant me to be deeply rooted in the experi- 


ence of it, that my faith working by love, 


may bring forth much fruit to thy. glory, and 


. | may become fo grounded in love, as to 
ſtand unſhaken, like a houſe built upon a 


rock, againſt every attack made upon my 


Ive to thee. O my God and Father, my 


heart is haked and open to thee. Thou know- 
eſt the ſecrets of it. Thou ſeeſt how fervently 
I pray for the abiding prefence of the Holy 
Spirit. My prayer comes from a feeling ſenſe 
of my want of him, and from a dependence on 


thy promiſe to give the Spirit to them that 


aſk him. Lord, I aſk. Grant me to be 


ſtrengthened by him, with every needful gift 


and grace in the inner man. Send him to ma- 
nifeſt plainer and plainer my union with Jeſus, 
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WALK OF FAITH. © 69 
in order to my keeping up communion with 
him: that having him dwelling in my heart 
by faith, I may be fo eſtabliſhed in the expe- 
rience of thy love to rhe in him, as to be able 
to comprehend with all faints, what is that 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height 
of thy love. All the faints comprehend it. 
But the ſaints below leſs than they above. 
. And ſome of them below comprehend more 
« than others. I know but little: O my God, 
| increaſe my knowledge of thy love in Jeſus, 
Whereunto I have attained, eſtabliſh me; and 
keep me preſſing forward for clearer diſco- 
veries of it. Help me to ſurvey it, ſo far as 
| faith is able; in its moſt glorions dimenſions, 
| and to praiſe thee for mine experience of its 
rich mercies. Holy Father, teach me ftill 
more by thy Spirit of the boundleſs freeneſs, 
and of the endleſs fulneſs of thy love--letme 
know thy love in Chriſt, which paſſeth Know- 
ledge. Although I cannot know 1t as it is, 
my limited underftanding being incapable of 
meaſuring the infinity of thy love, yet for this 
very reaſon let me be daily ſtudying to know 
more of it growing up into Chriſt Jeſus by 
faith - abounding in hope by the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt and increafing in the love of 
God. Holy, bleffed, and glorious Trinity, 
let me thus partake of the fulneſs of grace be- 
low, grace for grace, till I partake of the 
fulneſs of glory above—that I may be filled, 
with all the fulneſs which is of God, with which 
thou haſt promiſed to fill thy children in earth 


>" of 
BY 


\ A _ - 
. RASTA CORE 7 
FEW IN 


70 | WALK OF FAITH. 


and heaven. O magnify thy love towards me 
according to its greatneſs, and. not according 
to my deſerts, or to my prayers. I know 
thou canſt do exceeding abundantly above all 
that I can aſk or think, according to the power 
that. worketh effectually in me. Thy power 
engaged to act for me is the ſupport of my 
faith, and mine encouragement in my prayer. 
It is an infinite and almighty power, which has 
graciouſly begun, and has hitherto proſper- 
oully carried on the gogd work in my ſoul. 

To it all things are poſſible. Lord forbid I 
ſhould doubt of thy granting the petitions, 
which I have been offering up unto thee in 
thy Son's name. That which thou haſt pro- 


I miſed, thou art able alſo to perform. O my 


God and Father, ſet thy power to work more 
A effectually in me. Let the Spirit of might en- 
| large my thoughts of, and my faith in, thy 
; precious love. Let me experience daily, how 
much more thou art able to do, than I have 
get obtained; to give, than I have yet aſked ; 
to increaſe, than ! have yet thought. And 


Whatever increaſe thou giveſt, may it draw 
dut mine affections in greater love to thee, and 

1 to thy ways, and ſo be the means of bringing 
*; more glory to thee. For thy love in. Jeſus, 


the whole family in heaven and earth is aſ- 
> _Cribing honor and praiſe. Accept my thanks, 
holy Father, together with theirs. Jo thee be 
$44 in the church by Chriſt Jeſus, through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The believer goes on ſucceſsfully, while be walks 
by faith in a conſtant dependence upon bis re- 
conciled God, and loving Father. 


HE leading principle upon which he ſets 

| out1s this. God is my God and Father. 
He is perfectly reconciled unto me, and my 
conſcience is at peace with him, through faith 
in his beloved Son. He loves me in him. He 


has manifeſted it plainly to me, and now my 


heart would cleave to him as my moſt tender 
Parent. I would reſt in my love to him, as he 


reſts in his love to me. It is entirely through 
the grace of the eternal Spirit, that I have 


been enabled thus to believe in the finiſhed 
work of Jeſus, and to experience the Father's 
love in him. By which means I have been fa- 
tisfied of the love of the ever-bleſſed Trinity 
to my ſoul. Father, Son, and Spirit, have co- 
venanted to make me an heir of God, anda 
Joint heir with Chrift : from my belief an 
experience of theſe truths, I have been enabled 
to chooſe God for my portion. His will is be- 
come mine. His appointed way 1s my courſe; 
and now I defire to walk with him, as to main- 
tain in my conſcience the peace of God, and 


in my heart the love of God. I do not expect 


any new title to. theſe ineſtimable graces. 
My claim is good and valid under Chriſt.” I 


would not nee it, by ſuppoſing that my 


> WALK OF FAITH. 
cloſe walk with God was to make any atone- 
ment for my ſins, or to be the leaſt part of 
my juſtifying righteouſneſs. I have theſe al- 
ready, and perfectly too in Jeſus. The en- 
joyment of them is the thing I want. I am 
feeking for more of that peace with, and love 
to, the Father, to which I am entitled in his 
Son. His fulneſs, the fulneſs of him that filleth 
all in all, is mine. A fre of it has paſſed 
in the court of heaven, has been revealed in 
the record of truth, and I, by believing, have 
accepted the grant. I am in poſſeſſion of its 
Privileges, and am enjoying its bleflings. On 
the fulneſs of Jeſus I live this day. Out of it 
T hope to be receiving every grace, which 1 
mall want for my fate and happy walk with 
His Father, and my Father. | 
O my ſoul, for what thou knoweſt and haſt 
expenenced of his abundant grace: which has 
enabled thee thus to walk with thy reconciled 
God and loving Father. This day thou art 
called upon to maintain peace with him in thy 
conſcience, and love to him in thy heart; 


on like his, flowing from the ſenſe of his 


Being perfectly reconciled to thee—love like 
His, the happy fruit of his unchangeable love 
to thee. Whatever thou meeteſt with in thy 
work or warfare, ought not to leſſen, but 
ought to exerciſe and to improve thoſe graces. 
Never forget that he is thy God—the God of 

ace, He ſtands related to thee in the deareſt 
and moſt indiſſoluble bond of love. He is thy 


Father in Jeſus, Keep the ſenſe of this always 
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freſh upon thy mind, and thy ſteps will be or- 
dered aright. Nothing will be able to ſtop 
thee in the way to heaven, or to ſeduce thee 
out of it; but every thing will bring thee for- 
ward. Whilſt thou canſt maintain peace and 
love, thou wilt go on proſperouſſy againſt guilt 


and ſelf⸗ righteouſnets, againſt thewiles and 


aſſaults of thy ſpiritual foes, againſt the world 
which lieth in wickedneſs, and againſt +=» 
mward and outward trial. The Lord bein 
thy ſide, all theſe ſhall work together — 
him for thy good, and they ſhall be the means 
of making thee walk ſafchy in the way, and 
of bringing thee happily to the end of it, The 
apoſtle has given us the whole plan in few words 
WII wALK,” ſays he, “ BY FAITH, and not 


by ſight,” We direct our chriſtian courſe by 


. behevin 2 and not by ſeeing. Faith is to us 
e 


the evidence of things not ſeen, and the 
ground of our hoping to enjoy them. We be- 
lieve upon the authority of God's word, that 
they are what he deſcribes them 75 be: for 
faith, as a grace of the Spirit, conliſts in giv- 
ing credit to what God ſays. If it be a truth 
propoſed to the underſtanding, faith relies 
upon the infallible word. If it be a promiſe, 
faith depends upon the arm of God to make 
it good. And whatever he has promiſed, faith 
(when it is as it ſhould be) does not ſtagger at 
difficylries, but reſts fully perſuaded, that what 
God hath promiſed, he is able alfo to perform. 
Faith looks at the word ſpoken, and overlooks 
ſeeming impoſſibilities: Tus SAITH- THE 
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Lorp---that is enough for faith---full of ſa- 


tisfying evidence: for it knows, that to ſpeak 


and to do are the fame thing with an un- 
changeable God. 

How many errors in judgment, and conſe- 
quent miſtakes in practice, prevail at this day, 
chiefly ariſing from confounding faith with its 
fruits; and from not diſtinguiſhing between 


. the ated of God believed; and what will 


follow upon believing it aright. Thus ſome 
make aſſurance to be of the eſſence of faith, 
"others make appropriation, and many make 
it conſiſt in àn impreſſion upon the mind, 
that Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me. Theſe are fruits: what faith ſhould pro- 
duce;-but not what it is. Theſe are effects 
_ of faith working, and not definitions of the 
nature of faith. A belieyer ſhould be ex- 
horted to make his calling and election ſure : 


for it is his privilege. He ought to give all 


diligence to attain aſſurance, to appropriate 
Chriſt with all his bleſſings to himſelf, and 
to be clearly perſuaded that Chriſt loved 
him, and gave himſelf for him. Theſe are 
bleſſed fruits of believing. May God give 
his people more of them. But æhen the tree 
muſt be before the fruits, and the fruits grow 
upon the tree. Faith is firſt, and faith de- 
rives its being from believing the word of 
God, and all its fruits are continued acts of 
. believing. And when you hear of believing, 
do you not always think of ſomething ſpoken ? 
You cannot ſeparate theſt two in your mind. 


\ 
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Sora has been ſaid and crepaſed to you 


before your belief can be called for. If no- 
thing has been ſaid, belief has no exerciſe. 
Faith and the word of God, therefore, are re- 
lated, as the effect and the cauſe: becauſe 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. What God hath ſpoken in 
his word demands belief from all that hear it. 

When faith cometh by hearing it, then we 
aſſent to the truth of what God has ſaid, and 
we rely upon his faithfulneſs to make good 
what he has promiſed. Aſſurance is tis 
faith grown to its full ſtature: but wWe are not 
born fix feet high. Appropriation is à very 
comfortable acting of faith, hen a man is 
perſuaded of his intereſt in covenant mercies + 
and, from what he then feels, can ſay, Chriſt 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me; but he 
has not this comfort in times of heavineſs; he 
may be walking in darkneſs and having no 
light; yea, in the hidings of the Lord's coun- 
tenance, and yet even then he may truſt fim- 
ply to what God hath ff oken; which is true 
faith, and more exalted faith, than that which 
draws its evidence from its appropriating acts 
and its preſent experience. The more a man 
truſts to ſenſe, the leſs he lives by faith: for 
ſenſible feelings are not faith. Impreflions are 
not believing. I ſee the ſun; Thear a found; 

I feel an object: faith has no place in theſe | 
inſtances,” Its. eſſence is beheving and truſt- 

ing what God hath ſpoken. If his word be 
believed, and by believing, the conſcience 
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find peace, and the heart joy: theſe are joy 


and peace 1N believing. They come from be- 
beving ; are its effects; and no more enter 


into the eflence of faith, than comfortable 


feelings do into the eſſence of a man. He is 


as truly a man, when miſerable, as hei is when 


8 


Theſe thiſtakes ſhould be carefully guarded 
againſt, becauſe they are chiefly. pernicious to 


the children of God; who arg kept by them 


from growing up into aſſurance, i into appropria- 
tion, and into the ſenſible experience of God's 
love to them in Chriſt Jeſus, They are puzzled 
they are miſled, by being told that they 


have no faith, if they have no aſſurance, &c. 


They examine themſelves, but cannot find 
any ſuch faith. This diſcourages them. They 
are tempted to think they have no true faith, 


becauſe they have not What certain perſons 


talk of. But if they would adhere ſtrictly to 

the word of God, and would take their 85 
from it, they would ſee how ſimple and plain 
a thing believing: is, and would ſoon be fatis- 


ing for an increaſe of faith, and upon expect- 
ing the proper fruits of faith. What nouriſhes 
faith, ripens them: for they cannot be pro- 


"fied that they were true behevers. Which 
conviction would have many bleſſed effects, 
eſpecially theſe Tit would put them upon ſeek- 


duced ſo long as perſons are doubtful whether 


they have any faith at all; They would ſee 


how defirable it is to believe without doubt or 
wavering, what honour it puts upon God's 
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word, what comfort it brings to them. And 
they would be waiting in the appointed means 
for grace to maintain, for grace to improve 
their fajth, that they may be going on from 
faith to faith. While this was their end and 
aim, fait in act and exerciſe, maintained and 
improved, would bring in daily growing e vi- 
dence of their being indeed partakers of the 
faith of God's elect. Living by faith, walk- 
ing by faith, would demonſtrate to them their 
ſpiritual life and walk, as plainly as, natural 
life and walk can be demonſtrated by any out- 
ward actions. 
Here is great need, O my ſoul, to read the | 
ſcripture, and to pray for the Spirit of wiſdom: 
Read, pray much, leſt thou ſhouldeſt err con-„ 
cerning the faith. Every error will be a fſtum-. 
bling block in the way of thy holy walk, and -F 
make t tired of it, or ſeduce thee out of 1 
it. Let it Be one of thy daily petitions, Lord, 
ſave me from all miſtakes concerning the 
faith of the Goſpel; and let the word of God, 
by which faith cometh and groweth, be thy 
daily ſtudy. This thy preſent buſineſs. Now 
ſet out, truſting to what God hath ſpoken, 
and relying on what he hath promiſed. On 
this principle proceed, as it is laid down by 
the apoſtle, Col. ii. 6. © As ye have therefore: 
received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
him.“ He is expreſſing his joy at his behold- 
ing their order, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of their 
faith in Chriſt, and he would teach them how 
to maintain their faith throughout cheir chriſ- 
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tian courſe. ., How did you receive Chriſt at 
firſt? Was it not by believing? Receiving 
Chriſt and believing in him are, in Jahn i. 1 2. 
ſuppoſed to mean the ſame thing. And in 
Juobn xvii. 20, 21, our Lord fſays---< That 
mhey who believe in him through the word, 
4 are one with him. Chriſt then is received by 
faith, and by the ſame faith, by the belief of 
the fame word of God, we walk in him, ſo as 
to be rooted and grounded and eſtabliſhed in 
the faith. Our walk is in him, not any thing 
diſtant from him; but is the effect of union 
With him. By him we live, in him we walk 
-=-rooted in him, we grow, as a branch in 
the vine built up in him, We are fixed as a 
building on a ſure foundation, and thereby we 
become eſtabliſhed and ſtrengthened in the 
faith. Every ſtep we take 1s by faith, by the 
ſame faith where with Chriſt was received. He 
muſt be received always, as he was received 
once. There is no change of object, and there 
muſt be no change of faith, but the ſame con- 
| tinued truſt on his word, and the fame. de- 
pendence on his promiſed ſtrength. We never- 
{et out to walk with a reconciled God, till we 
| are one with Chriſt by faith, and know our 
4} i union with him, and our walk is in conſe- | 
= - quence of this. If we go on at all, it is by com- 
_ munion with him, We can receive only out 
of his fulneſs, grace for grace, to make us / 
willing and able to go forward, Our fellow- | 
ſhip with him is in every part and in every 
moment of our Wis and this 1 is as neceſſary 


2 0 


— ” 
— — Cn: 


- 
p p 
55 as 6, 4 0 * ; 8 — 
1 — — N — ä | 
— 5 pt _ —— > 6 . __ wo. - 4 - 
"= 1 T 2 — * * — * : * 2 it - 
2 wa. | > — hw 
- ————E— — 0 
MN * . 
- od * 
- 
* 
4 


en TT, NM 


SIE 1 * 


bende 


WALK OF FAITH, 79 


as our fellowfhip with the air and elements. 
of this world is to ery thing that concerns 
our natural walk. Our wifdom to guide our 
ſteps, our progreſs in the way, aur courage 
and ſtrength; our warfare and victory, every 
grace and every blefling is received by faith, 
and is the effect of our communion with Je- 
hovah Jeſus. We truſt. in his word, we re- 
ly on his arm, we wait on his faithfulneſs; 
and ſo go forward; for he makes good what 
he had promiſed to give us in our walk, 
which confirms the peace of God, eftabliſhes 
our hearts in the love of God, increaſes our 

faith, and thereby makes our daily walk more 


comfortable to us, and more glorious to him. 


But if faith conſiſt in believing and truſting 
the word of God, it may be inquired, how hall 
we know the difference between true and falſe, 
between dead and living faith. It may be 
known from the cauſe. The fruit of the Spirit 
is faith. He produces it. It is his gift, be- 
ſtowed by his operation, continued by his 
power, «increaſed by his bleſſing, and carried 
on to the end, by this never leaving nor for- 
{aking his o.]¹n work. And he makes it 
known to be his. He gives \eyes to ſee it, 
and hearts to acknowledge it. Therefore the 
apoſtle ſays: of them who have received the 
Spirit of God, that they KkxoW the things 
which are freely given to them of God; by 
faith they both know the reality, and alſo 
taſte the ſweetneſs of choſe free giſts of fret 
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It may be known from the effects. Dead 
Gith brings forth nothing. Living faith is 
fruitful. Tt produces a hearty truſt in the 


truth of what God hath ſpoken, and a quiet 


reliance on the faithfulneſs of what God hath 
promiſed. It gives him credit for the finiſhed 
ſalvation of his Son, and puts honour, upon 
his record concerning it; whereby peace is 
received into the conſcience, and love into 
the heart. IIpon which there follows a 
ſettled dependence upon this reconciled Go 
and loving Father, for the fulfilling of every 
promiſe, and this is improved by daily ex- 


perience. He that truſteth in the Lord is 


never confounded. God is faithful His 
promiſes cannot fail. Bleſſed is the that 
truſteth in him. The Lord God will be a 
ſun and ſhield unto him: the Lord will give 
him grace and glory. 

As for the hypocrites, it is not ſo with 
them. The Holy Spirit was not the author 
of their faith. It was a fancy of their own, 


formed in their heads without any warrant 


from God. There was no life in it, and no 
living effects from it. There was the form, 
and nothing more. They made a profeſſion, 
but never came to any enjoyment. They 
had no vital union, and therefore they could 
not have any real communion with Chriſt. 
They could not, as the apoſtle expreſſes it, 
walk IN him, and therefore in the hour of 
temptation they fell away, and came to no- 
thing. Take heed then, O my ſoul, of 
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miſtakes. Examine carefully of what ſort 
thy faith is. Bring it to the ſtandard of 
ſcripture; and ſee what. went before believ- 


ing - ſee whether thou doſt now from thy 


heart believe what God hath ſpoken--wait 


for the effects. Doſt thou ſo truſt his word, 


as to take him for thy God and thy portion? J 
Art thou walking with him? And art thou 
depending on him to beſtow the promiſed 
graces and bleſſings on thee inthy walk? If this 


be thine experience; thou art ſet out well; go 


on. Remember where every thing relating 
to thy walk is to be had. The Father's love. 
has laid it up all in the Son's fulneſs, and it 
is the office of the 7 Spirit to teach thee 
how to receive out of it grace for grace. 


He teaches. by his word. With this in thy 


hand, and his light in thine underſtanding, 
read: and ſtudy what he has promiſed thee 
for thy ſafe, happy, and holy walk. Take 
no ſtep without the direction of his word, 
and expect at every ſtep that he will make 
good to thee what he has promiſed. Thou 
wilt very ſoon find the neceſſity of this de- 
pendence upon him: for ere Ro haſt well 
begun thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to 
exerciſe thy faith, and to put it to trial, Thou 
wilt meet with many things in thee averſe to 
this holy walk ; and many more to diſtreſs 
thee in it. The body of lin, the old man, 
the fleſh, with all its affections and luſts, are 


h 580 in. thes It.is of their nature to be luſt- 


g and o be always putting forth ſome of, 
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their filthy motions, in order to draw thee to 
walk after the fleſh, and not after the Spirit. 
The tempter helps them all he can. He 
knows how to improve them to his own in- 
tereſt: and if from what is paſſing within 
- thee, there be a fight and ſenſe of fin, then 
if he can get thee to look at it ig his view, 


he will act upon thy legal and ſelf-righteous 


tempers, and will inject ſuch vile inſinua- 


tions as theſe againſt the Lord and againſt his- 


Chriſt— 

How is it that I am yet the ſubject of fin ? 
It is ſtill in me. It cleaves to me, as the fleſh 
to my bones, and it mixes ſo with my duties, 
that I cannot perform them without it. I 
ſometimes fear I am nothing but fin. When I 
attempt to walk with God, ere I fet out, 
ſomething evil ariſes within me, and ſtops 
me. Some proud, unbelieving thought, othe 
ſenſual affection, ſore worldly diſpoſition, 
ſome corruption or other is ever at hand to 
Hinder my courſe. What then muſt I think 
of myſelf? I ſcarce know What. Things, I 
ſee, do not grow better. I have been lon 
Pp ing for it; but I find there ſtill dwelleth, 

ns ol thing in me: ſo that I am almoſt 
rea 
it is with great difficulty I can Keep up any 
| peace in my conlcience. 

When the believer is attacked in this 
manner, (and who is not at ſome time or 
other) how is he to defend himſelf? Will 
his IKilfulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs, 


y to queſtion the truth of my grace, and 
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and his faith in the word of reconciliation, . 
keep him ſafe in the hour of temptation? 
Yes. By the grace of the Holy Spirit, the 
leſſons before learnt will be enforced, and 
brought into uſe. This is the time tæ main- 
tain faith in the atonement, and in the righ- 
teouſneſs of the God-man. Now it 1s to be 
tried in the fire; and it is put to the trial, 
that it may come out of it, like gold, proved 
to be ſterling metal, and reſined from its 
droſs - better in every reſpect for havin 
gone through the fire. The trial of faith is 
far more precious than that of gold which 
periſheth. It is therefore put into the furnace, 
that the believer may knoyy the truth of it, 
and may experience the bleſſings of it. Faith 
conflicting with. unbelief is a good fight 
fometimes ſharp; but always profitable. The 
lle ſn may be weak and ready to yield, With 
may be hard put to it, but victory is certain. 
During the battle the warrior is invincible in 
the whole armour of God, He takes to him 
the ſhield of faith, and holds it up againſt * 
"the fiery darts of ſatan. He draws out the 
ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, and with it he defeats ſatan. He con- 
ſults or remembers a ſcripture ſuitable to his 
preſent caſe, and this being ſet home by the 
Holy Spirit puts an end to the engagement, 
and reſtores and ſettles ſweet peace in the 
conſcience. How often has he applied the 
following paſſage, which the Lord ſpeaks 
concerning his true Iſraelites, Jer. xxxii. 38, 
2 9; 
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39, 40, 41. © They SHALL be my people, 


and I WILL be their God, and I will give 


them one heart nd one way, that they may 
fear me FOR EVER, for the good of them, 


and of their children after them, and I will 


make an everlaſting coyenant for them, that 
IT will not turn away from them to do 


them good; but I will put my fear into 


their hearts that they ſhall not depart from 
me; yea, I will rejoice over them to do 


them good,” 


What ſtrong conſolation is there in this 


ſcripture ? ? Every ſentence has an argument 


in it, tending to eſtabliſh peace with God, 


and to maintain it in the midſt of war. How 


quieting and fatisfying to the troubled con- 
ſcience is his covenant purpole ? © They 


SHALL be my people, and I WIL. be their 


God.“ They ſhall, becauſe I will. "My will 


ſhall make them willing. And in the day of 


my power, when my purpoſe takes, place, I 


will give them one heart, turned to myſelf, 
and one way, to walk with me by faith, as 
obedient children with their loving Father. 


This I will do for them that they may fear 
me Fox EVER, that the fear of offending me. 
may rule always and by all means in their 


hearts. 

O what promiſes are theſe! What can 
weak faith require farther to filence its 
doubts? How great is the goodneſs of God 


to his children, who knowing their frame, 


and whereof they are made, for the good of 
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them, and of their children after them, has 
laid ſuch a foundation for their. faith, that 
they may build on it and not be afraid, yea, 
ſtanding on it, that they may fight the good 
fight of faith, aſſured of victory. 

I will make, ſays their God, an everlaſt- 
ing covenant for them, a covenant ordered 
in all things, and ſure by the counſel and oath 
of the bleſſed Trinity, the two immutable 
things, in which it is impoſſible God ſhould 
lie: the mountains ſhall depart and the hills 
ſhall be relieved, but” my kindneſs ſhalt 
not depart from them, neither thali the 
covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on them. My cave- 
nant was made for them, and fhall be made 
good to them. As I live, ſaith the Lord, I 
will not turn away from them to do them 
good. I will never change my purpoſe, nor 
alter the word that is gone out of my mouth. 
I mean nothing but good to them. My heart 
is fixed upon it. And I will not leave the 
event to them. They ſhall not have the 
management of my purpoſes, nor have any 
power to defeat them. My will to de them 
good ſhall not depend on their will, or on 
their faithfulgeſs, or on- any thing in them 
ſelves. I 5 taken all their concerns into 
mine own hands, and I will conduct them all: 
to the praiſe of the glory of mine on grace. 
I will put my fear into their hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from me they SHALL not 
depart from me. They are not the cauſe oß 
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86 WALK OF FAITH, 
their not departing, but I am, I have taken 
it upon myſelf, I will give them grace to 
walk clofe with me, and to fear me always. 
L have covenanted for all; the means as well 
as the end, and I will keep them by my 
almighty power, till they receive the end of 
their faith, even the ſalvation of their fouls. 
«Xa, 1 will rejoice over them to do them 
good. This confirms all the reſt. His pur- 
poke of doing them good, his executing it, 
s continuing it, his increaſing it through 
time and through eternity, is a matter of 
rejoicing to the — — God. He delights in 
it. It always was, and always will be the 
joy of his heart, his crown and glory. He 
will not, he cannot be deprived of his joy. 
Canſider this, thou poor diſtreſſed foul, who 
art in -heavineſs through manifold tempta- 
tions, and ready to faint through the weak- 


neſs of thy faith. Take courage. Thy fal- 


vation is ſafe, Thy Father, who is in heaven, 
rcjaices in it: he will ſave: he will rejeice 
over thee with joy, he will reſt in his love; 

he will joy over thee with finging. And his 
Joy too ſhall be thine. As ſure as God is an 
Zion, thou fhalt return and come to Zion 
wich ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon thy head; 


_ thou ſhalt obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow 


and fighing ſhall flee away for ever. 

© what a difcovery is here of the ever- 
loving heart of our heavenly Father ! What 
mpre could he promiſe in order to put an 
end to all ſtrie m the conſciences of his af- 
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WALK OF FAITH. 
flicted children! He has engaged in a cove- 
nant of peace to do good, nothing but good, 
to them. He has undertaken the whole of 
the covenant—yhat was to be done in them, 
as well as for them to work out, to apply, 
and to ſecure their ſalyation. It is his un- 
changeable purpoſe, not to depart from them, 
and not to ſuffer them to depart from him, 
but he will rejoice in doing them good, and 
that for ever. The ſcripture, when under- 
ſtood and applied by the Holy Spirit, is re- 
ceived as fall evidence of the unchangeable 
loye of God to his children, and then jt 
quiets their troubled mind. They can be- 
lieve God to be their God ſtill in an un- 
changeable covenant, and they become ſa- 
tisfied that he has made them, and will 
keep them his people for ever. When they 
can thus mix faith with the promiſe, it then 
becomes the means of their reſting on the 
faithful arm of God in the hour of tempta- 
tion, and of their finding him ſtill a God of 
peace: whereby peace 1s eſtabliſhed i in their 
conſciences, and multiplied in their hearts. 
They learn to put more truſt in him, as their 
perfectly reconciled Father, and to Xl: 
him with more holy filial confidence. The 
trial of their faith, ſharp as it was, yet h 
done them great good. It has proved their 
peace, and has confirmed it. They now 
know well that it is the peace gf God; and 
they have been taught howto maintain it. 
War makes good ſoldiers, The trials of 
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their grace are for the improvement'of grace. 
Their peace has been therefore ſhaken, like 
"a new planted tree, that it may take deeper 
and faſter root. Being thus ſtrengthened in 
the faith, and having the peace of God rul- 
ing in their hearts, they can meditate upon 
this ſcripture, . and turn it into a ſubject of 
Prayer and praiſe | 


'O gracious God and Father, pardon my 


thoughts of thy love to me in Jeſus. I was 
tempted, and ready to give way to unbelief: 
but the gracious proviſion made in thy word 
Was the means o+ 

temptation. O my God, make the word, in 
which thou haſt cauſed me to put my truſt, 


keeping me 1n the hour of 


more precious to my ſoul. Open ſtill more 


to me the fulneſs of it, and put me into hap- 


pier poſſeſſion of its promiſed bleſſings. I 
praiſe thee, I worſhip thee, for revealing this 


- promiſe by thy Spirit, and for applying it 
by his grace with comfort to my heart. I 
now ſet to my ſeal that it is true. It is a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation. 


Glory be to thee that I accept it, and enjoy 
the good promiſed in it. O Father of mer- 


"cies, what am I that I ſhould be made one of 


thy people, and ſhould have thee for my 
God ? This love paſſeth knowledge. O help 


me to underſtand more, * me to find 


more of thy covenant love Make my heart 
one with thee. Lead me in thy one way, 


that I may fear thee for ever. And when 


temptations come, ſuch as J have been in, 
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grant that they may bring me nearer to thee, 
and may be the means of my making much 
uſe of what thou haſt 2 for me in 
thy Son's fulneſs. O let thy good Spirit 
abide with me to eſtabliſh my faith in-thine 
everlaſting, covenant, that I may believe 
thou wilt never turn from me to do me good. 
Merciful God, grant me this grace in every 
hour of need. Thou haſt given me thy 
word for it, and therein thou haſt enabled 
me to put my truſt. On thy faithful promie 
I would depend, and on nothing in myſelf. 
Thou haſt ſhewed me ſomething of my heart, 
and I feel it is "revolting and ready always to 
rebel againſt God ; but thou haſt undertaken 
to put thy fear into it, that it ſhall not depart 
from thee : therefore into thy faithful hands 
I commit it. Keep me, my God, by thy 
mighty power, through faith unto falvation.. 
Amen, Amen. | | 
Happy trials! which have ſo good an ifſue;, 
and bring forth ſuch peaceable fruits, My 
brethren, account it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations, if they lead to the exer- 
ciſe of grace, and occaſion fervent effectual 
prayer. The behever,. thus tried, learns by 
practice the neceſſity of being at peace wit 
God, and of maintaining it in order to walk 
with God. He is put upon ſtudying the na- 
ture of this peace. He reads and meditates 
upon the revealed account of it. He ſees it 
is a perfect unchangeable peace, ſecured to 
him by the eyerlaſting covenant of the bleſſed- 
6 ©; 
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90 WALK" OF) FAITH. 
Trinity, who have engaged to ſave him from 
all his fins and miſeries, and never to turn 
away from doing him good. To this he 
truſts. He commits himſelf to the ware of 
this covenant God; and he finds the promiſe 
true. In temptation he believes, and is de- 
livered. - In his warfare out of weakneſs he 
is made ſtrong. He fights the good tight of 
faith, and he conquers all his. enemies. He 
Jearhs:from trials to truſt with more conft- 
gence; He nat only maintains, hut alſo im- 
proves peace with God. He depends o what 
God has promiſed to them, who walk with 
him, and the promiſe is made good, and he 
leatns to go on more :comfortably, and daily 
walks cloſer with his heavenly Father. 
The enemy looks on him with malice. He 
envies his ſtate. e once knew the heaven 
of communion with God, but he was lifted 
up with pride, and fell. It ſtirs up every 
Infernal temper in him to fee the happy be- 
hever, who had fallen dike him, reſtored to 
hat he can never expect. Hence either as 
ally ſerpent, or as a ruaring lion, he never 
ceaſes to tempt. As ſoon as one wile fails, 
he has another ready. He is night and day 
Plotting and iſcheming, waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to make a ſeaſonable attack. While 
conſeience is at peace with Gad, ul lives 
under the protection of the blood of fprink- 
ling, he tempts in vain. But he does not 
deſpair of ſucceſs. He nous he as an ally 
within us in faſt league with ſin, and there 
fore 5 ſtill hopes to draw him into fin by 
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ſurpriae and aſſault. In which he is indefati- 
gable. He is never tired. He is always tempt- 
ing the believer, mot ſo much to groſs of- 
fences, as to ſpiritual wickedneſs. Sly injec- 
tions, legal inſinuations, and ſelf-righteous 
thoughts, are his moſt common temptations. 
With thefe he tries toifhake the peage of con- 

Ilciende, and he orms bis attack generally in 
this manner: 8 | | | 
How can you be a child of God, and yet 
be as you are? There is nothing in you, for 
which God ſhould look upon yeu, and love 
vou. What have yqu? Maat ceaſing from 
evil, what learning to do well, to recommend 
vou to him? How can God love any thing, 
unleſs it be agreeable to his will, and whut 
| can he delight in, unleſs it be contormable to 
his image? But do you live up to his will, and 
| is his image perfectly renewed in you? Have 
you grace, and do you live up to ãt? Are you 
a chriſtian, and are you like Chriſt? Ho are 
pour duties? Juſt as they:ſhould be? Fon 
know they are not, and how can God be 
pleaſed with them, when you are not pleaſed 
with chem yourſelf? How is your walk? E it 
ſuch as becometh your high calling —aluſe 
with God, and at a vaſt di ſtance from ſin and 
the world? How is your warfare? Is the 
whole armour of God kept buckled on? And 
1 are you always, in the ſtrength of the Lord, a 
| conqueror? Examine, and try yourſelf. Bring 
forth chat one good thing, for which God 
ſnauld love you, and heſtow his bleſſing upon 
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vou. You ties no ſuch thing. You have 
nothing to merit, yea, nothing to recommend 


you to the divine: and, therefore, is it not 
great preſumption to fancy, that God will 
love ſuch a one as you, whoſe juſt deſert is 
Wrath and everlaſting deſtruction? 
"Theſe are ſome of the depths of fatan. He 
Andes how ſtrongly we are by nature attached 
to the covenant of works, and that if he can 


get the believer to yo off from Jeſus, ex- 


Eting to ſee ſomething in himfelf, for which 
od ſhould love him, he ſhall then weaken 


* faith and ſhake his peace. In this ſnare 


he has catched many a child of God. The 
temptation is ſuitable to the workings of our 


legal minds: it flatters our ſelf-righteous 


hopes: and ; is vaſtly pleaſing to the pride of 


our carnal hearts. No wonder then,: ſo long 
as there is fleſh in us as well as ſpirit,, this art- 


ful ſuggeſtion ſhould be ſometimes received 
in this manner Have Tany thing for which 
_ God ſhould eſteem me and bleſs me? I wiſh 
could diſcover ſome amiable temper, or ſome 
- praiſe-worthy deed, which might recommend 
me to the particular regard of God. Indeed, at 
preſent, I have not any ſuch. But! hope to 
attain it ſome time or other. If I do but uſe 
more diligence and watchfulneſs, and wait 
more conſtantly in the means of grace, per- 
haps I may attain it ſoon. However, there can 
be no harm in trying. I will exert myfelt; 


And I hope the day will come, when I ſhall 
be ſome way deſerving of the divine favour; 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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ſo is this man's mind corrupted from the ſim- 


has attacked the liberty of the child of God, 


not now ſingle: his heart is not now ſimple 
in the | finiſhed ſalvation. He has been de- 
ceived into a legal dependence, and is giving 
way to a ſpirit of bondage. If he was left to 


* 
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Here the temptation has taken place. As 
the ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtlety, 


plicity that is in Chriſt. The fubtle ſerpent 


and has darkened his underſtanding, and ob- 
ſcured his view of goſpel grace. "His eye 10 


himſelf, the enemy would lead him captive 
at his will. Satan deſires to have him, that 
he may ſift him as wheat, but he is not ſuf- 
tered to blow any thing away, except a lictle 
chaff: for the Holy Spirit, in Ne keeping 
he is, diſcovers and defeats tife- attempts of 
ſatan. He brings to his mind, and enables 
him to make-uſe of what he before knew of 
the doctrines of grace. The preſent trial re- 
quires the practice, and affords occaſion for 
the improvement of his former leſſons. He 
had learnt from ſcripture, truths very differs + 8. 
ent from the ſuggeſtions to Wick h 2 
ready to yield. He was therein taught, that 4 
the Father's loye to his children does not ſup- 
poſe merit in them. Grace does not follow. | 
works: for then grace would be 'no 'more 
grace, Election is not of him that willeth, or 
of him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth 
mercy. For we are ſaved freely by grace 
through faith, and that-not of ourſelves; it is 
the gift of God... The election of grace is 
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from mere love and ſovereign favour; and has 
no motives t influence it but the good plea- 
ſure of the divine will. The objects of it are 
not the worthy, but the unworthy- not in- 
nocent, but fallen man- ſinners, as ſuch, no 
way conditioned or qualified—the loft, * 
helpleſs, the ungodly- yea, the chief of fin- 
ners - open enemies and rebels againſt God. 
They are not ſaved by works of righteouſneſs, 
which they have done, or can do, leaſt any of 
them ſhould boaſt: for boaſting is ety 
excluded. Salvation was {o.contrived, was fo 
wrought out, and is ſo applied, that he who 
glorieth ſhall have nothing left him to glory 
in, but the Lord. No fleſh can glory in his 
Preſence : for of him, and through him, and 


to him are all things, to whom be glory for 


. Amen. 
80 ſoon as the Spirit of God. opens this 
view of the exceeding riches of divine grace, 


the believer ſees his miſtake. He finds that 


he was departing from the ſimplicity of the 


goſpel, by Juppofing that the lave of God fol- 
Jowed merit, and that he ſhould be loved 
more according as his walk recommended 
him. His eyes are opened. The deluſion 
vaniſhes. The perfect freeneſs, and the abſo- 
lute ſovereignty of the Father's love, as re- 
vealed in ſcripture, is manifeſted to him. He 
reads, and mixes faith with What he reads, and 


ſo xecovers himſelf out of the ſnare-of the.de- 


vil. Same ſuch paſſage as this is made the 
means of his delivetance, E/. ciii. 17. The 
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1$ E mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting to every 
—_—— laſting upon them that fear him. Precious 
e EK words! full of rich conſolation to thoſe, Who 
„ have been tempted to ſeek ſome qualifications 
o in themſelves, on account of which they might 
ebe entitled to the love of God, and who have 
been diſtreſſed upon their not finding i it. The 


J. Holy Spirit teaches ſuch perſons to look out 
vs. of themſelves, to an object exactly ſuitable to 


f | their caſe. He directs them to the divine 
y ; INErcy---A never · failing ſpring of comfort 
0 N to that mercy, which: reacheth from eternity 
o d crernity---and which confers its richeſt fa 


y FF vours, not for the worthineſs of the receiver, | 
$ but to the praiſe of the grace of the giver. | 


4 Here he would have them fix their eyes, ang 

r ; expect relief to their hearts. Out of the ful | 
Z nefs of mercy they may always receive grace 

Q for grace; for the mercy of the Lord is from 

3 verlaſting to everlaſting upon them that fear 

t ö him. Every word is weighty. Meditate upon 

e t, © my foul; and may the conſideration of 

3 tach, lead thee to exalt that mercy of God, 

3 which is over all his works. 

1 Jr nova is che here rendered Loan, 

1 It is the een name, expreſſive of 

4 the incommunicable nature of the Godhead, 

It ſignifies the peculiar manner of the divine 

e exiſtence, which is in, and of icſelf, underived,. _ 

1 and independent. O how happy is it or chee, 

4 1 that there is mercy in the ſclf-exiſtent God- 

: head, and that every perfection in it will ve 

- for cver exalied, even juſtice itſelf, far che 


3 C "7 
EY A: . "4 io. * | 
* I j . 2 "5 6 
IE OLE CE £13 
* . ** 8 Cs | — . B 
r n bs E =. 1 1 4 2 5 
LT 1 BY 535. 4 = . \ , * * 
F n 2 3 8 Wa 
8 . $ 8 8 att 1 2 9 Toy 
* 25 y TIS. n FP v4 194 * 4 #4 45h N 
94 435 Þ I . — Wn. s » 1 1 E 1 * £ 4 # XS 5 
Nor 4 Me R i N E OS, Oe = 8 N 
iy EDI 505 © 9 A 7 I * 2 9 . 6 
wo ; Th K ks #2 £25 I 4 We bs * % 2 
N * — 5 * * 1 = 
2 8 EC F 0 1 * lg * 
TY 1 2 - 4-2, 8 98 1 F j J f , e 
1 ee * 1 44 15 | —_ ll = OS. n 1 WY 5-4 a5, © * I 7 1 — n 


: 
1 8 


man tow ay > <a. . — —y[ͤ— 2 — — — 


—————5——— >. Wt AG — 


WALK OF FAITH. 


96 
exerciſe of mercy. May the Holy Spirit teach 
thee more of its nature, and make thee daily 
more acquainted in thine APRIL its 
free grace and free gifts. 

- Mexcy is that perfection in Jehovah; which 


diſpoſes him to Tave miſerable ſinners: not a 


blind mercy, ſuch as infidels dream of---but 


conſiſtent with the honour of his law, and ex- 
erciſed to the glory of its holy precepts and of 


its juſt ſanctions: therefore mercy and truth 
are ſo often mentioned together in ſcripture. 
God will not ſhew any mercy to ſinners, but 
ſuch as tends to eftabliſh his truth. Not one 
of his words can be broken, nor can one 


 tittle of them ever fail. He will be juſtified 


in all his ſayings, and clear when he is judged, 


He will be true and juſt, whenever he is mera 
eiful: his mercies being all covenant mercies, 
and all given in, and through Chriſt Jeſus. 


All men are by nature children of wrath, and 


only they, who are choſen and called in Chriſt 


Jeſus, are ſaved from wrath. Theſe are veſſels 
of mercy. His mercy is to them the love of 
a tender parent to his miſerable children. He 


5 Pitics them, and determines to fave them from 


their fins; in due time he quickens them, 
gives them eyes to ſee, and hearts to believe 
his love to them in Jeſus, as the apoſtle wit- 
nefſes-<-* God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he-love us, even when 
we were dead in ſins, hath quickened us to- 
pak with Chriſt.” 


But for What reaſon, and upon what ac- 


% 
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n J count, is he merciful to them? His mere 
y has no motive, but his own will. The ob- 
wy = jcts of his mercy are corrupt fallen creatures, 
þ = -deſcrving his wrath, even as others; and 
8 therefore he does not deal with them upon 
. the footing of deſert. If he ſhewed them 
* mercy for any foreſeen works of theirs, be- 
57 cauſe he knew they would repent and believe 
bi the goſpel, and walk worthy of it, merey 
i would then be turned into juſtice, and would 
: loſe both its name and its nature. Whereas 
a he faith unto Moſes, I will have mercy on 
* whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
4 compaſſion on whom I will have compaſſion. 
1 It is from mine own freedom and ſovereignty, 
3 that I have mercy on any ſinners. The cauſe 
is in myſelf, and not in them. I have com- 
> _ paſſion, on whom IT will. It is from mine 
J ; on mere love, that T have determined to be 
0 gracious to them; and my love has deter- 
15 mined to ſave them, and the way alſo in 


c | which I will fave them. I have appointed 
the end, and the means at the ſame time. 


Of mine own motion and good will I have 
T reſolved to give my Son for them, and my 
5 Spirit to them, that they may repent and beL 
: lieve the goſpel, and walk worthy of it, and 
A ſo I may bring them through my tender 

mercies to eternal falvation. If this was not 


the caſe, how could the deſcription be true, 
that mercy is FROM EVERLASTING ro EVER- 
LASTING. The mercy of God knows no 
variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. It is 
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always the fame. His fatherly. heart ever 
ente rtained thoughts of mercy towards them: 
for when he ſhews them mercy, it is ſaid to 
be according to the eternal purpoſe, which 
he had purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus not for 
their merits, but for his mercies fake - not 
for what they have any claim to, but for his 
own name's ſake. He gives all from mercy, 
and he would have all the glory returned to 
the mercy of the giver. What he gives, that 
he continues, and according to covenant en- 
gagements. Covenant mercies are ſure mer- 
cies. I will make on everlaſting covenant 
for you, ſays he, even the ſure mercies of 


the beloved.“ They have already been made 


fare to him. He is now in full poſſeſſion of 


every promiſed mercy. And he has re- 


ceived them, not as a private perſon, but as 


che head of the body, the church, He keeps 


them for the uſe of his church-members. 
And as ſure as the crown is upon his head, ſo 
ſurely. will it be upon every one of their 
heads: for they are in the ſame covenant 


with him, whoſe ſure mercies reach from 
eternity to eternity. O what a view is here 


open to the eye of faith! Mercy always pur- 
poſing, and in due time beſtowing its free 
bleſſings upon finners—mercy, without be- 
binning, and without ending. The holy 
Spirit often calls upon us to beholdd it in this 
light: for he has not celebrated any of its 
divine properties, ſo much as this. It is 


frequently the noble ſubject of thankſgiving 


in the Pfalmift's hymns. He has dedicated 
the x36th entirely to the praiſe of mercy ; 


to and going through the works of nature, pro- 
-h vidence, and grace, he aſcribes them one by 
or one to that mercy, which endureth for ever. 
ot O happy, thrice h appy objects of it! What 
is was in the heart ach che Father of mereies 
y, towards you from everlaſting will be ſo to 
to everlaſting. His ſure mereies are yours. His 
"Hp compaſſions towards you fail not. Whatever 
1 | you want fot your ſucceſsful walk, he has 


* promiſed to give you. Be not diſcouraged 
at then. He will ſupply all your wants, not 
1 for your ſakes, but 24 his mercies ſake. Are 
le FF you ſenſible of your unWorthineſs? That's 
of well. Merey is for ſuch. It can have no 
4 a glory, but from ſuch as you. Truſt it, and 

aſſured you will find, that it endureth for 


as 

* ever and ever. 

8. If a doubt ſhould ariſe in your miad it 
ſo is true, merey in God cannot fail, but the 
ir exerciſe of it towards me may fail: I may fo 
it walk as to deprive myſelf of all claim and 
n title to it. The Pſalmiſt has given a direct 


e anſwer to this ill- grounded fuſpicion. He 
| ſays, the mercy of the Lord is from everlaſt- 
ing to everlaſting. 
ron THEM THAT FEAR HIM; This is 
their character: they fear their God. Once 
there was no fear of God before their eyes; 
but now they know him to be their Father. 
The Spirit of adoption has given them joy 
and F in Venen it. Hence A holy 
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filial fear rules in their hearts, and Ronen 


their walk. While it operates thus; and as 


obedient children, they fear to offend their 
loving Father, and deſire to pleaſe him ia all 
things, what ground have they to ſuſpect that 
his mercy towards them ſhould fail ? 
But may they not ceaſe to fear him, ad 
then he will ceaſe to be merciful to them? 
No, bleſſed be God. He has made ample 
proviſion in this caſe. I will put my fear, 
lays he, into their hearts, and they SHALL 


vor depart from me.” This fear is one of 
the fruits of the Spirit, which he produces in 


all the children of God. And they have it 


from him as a covenant bleſſing, which is full 


ſecurity for its continuance. It is one of the 
graces provided for them in Jeſus, by the F a- 
ther's immutable love. I will give them,” 

ſays he, © one heart and one way; that they 
may fear me rOoR EVER!“ The Holy Spirit 


is the guardian of this never- failing fear. It is 


his office to put it, and then to keep it in their 
hearts. He has the whole. charge of it, and 


| therefore he has promiſed to abide with them 


for ever, that, they may fear the Lord all the 
days of their lives. 
How exactly ſuited is this, Grote to the 
caſe of the tempted. chriſtian What a full 
proviſion is there made in it for his fafety and 


peace! God has mercy for him and plentsous 


redemption---meroy reaching from eyerlaſt- 
ing t to ay ates kind to the miſer- 
related as ſin and 
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ſalvation. There is not any thing, which a 
ſinner can want, but mercy has a ſupply for 
him---a promiſed, a covenant, a never-fail- 
ing ſupply. It is a Father's mercy, which will 
never leave his children, and the ſame mercy 
will not ſuffer them to leave him. His mind 
is fixed upon ſhewing them mercy for ever 
and ever; and therefore he gives them his 
Spirit to abide with them, and to dwell in 
them. He abides with them, and they live: 
he dwells in them, and they walk in the fear 
of God. And by che ſupply of the Spirit they 
go on, till'they finiſi their courſe with joy. 58 
By meditating upon this ſcripture, the be- 
lie ver is ſet at liberty. Though his faith ftag= 
gered a little, yet the trial of it has done him 
good. He has learned an uſeful leſſon, and 
gained much experience by it. His reflec- 
tions upon what has paſſed in his mien are 
fuchias theſe - | 
O how: fooliſh was I to forget the aton - 
ment and righteouſneſs of my deareſt Imma- 
nuel, in whom alone I have pardon and ac- 
ceptance ! How baſe was I, and ungrateful! 
I was tempted to expect that in myſelf, which 
I can have ohly in him. Vile legal creature 


de that Jam J abhor myſelf for behaving ſo ill 
11 to my beſt friend. What good can I have, 
1d but what I firſt receive from him? I agree 
us wich the apoſtle, that in me, that is in my ' 
t- EZ fleſh, dwelleth no good thing. I am a very 
[= = fink of fin; and of all uncleanneſs. I deſerve 


d merey no more than the devil does. And yet 
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I was looking out for ſome good quality in 
myſelf, on account of which God might be 
mereitul to me. Whereas I am now fatisfied 
he has no mercy; but in Jefus. All his 
mercies are covenant mercies; given from 
mere grace, and given to miferable ſinners 
not to Wake them ſelf- admirers, but to 


humble them — not to lead them to think that 


they can bring Vod in debt to them for his 

own gifts, or for the right uſe of them, 
e is a freſh gift—but he gives all to the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace. He de- 
lighteth in mercy; and my caſe required 
mercy. It was ſuch à his mercy could get 
all the honour of relieving. Pherefore 1 
ought, in the hour of temptation, to have 
truſted in his mercy, to have hoped in his 
mercy in time of trouble, and to have loved 
him for his mercy in time of miſery. Here 
ſhould my faith have directed its eye, and not 
to any good which I have done, or can do. 
I ſhould have remembered, how it was with 


the election of grace, and with the veſſels of 


mercy. God has one way of dealing with 
them all. Not by works of [righteouſneſs 
which they have done, but according to his 
mercy he ſaveth them, freely, fully, eter- 
nally. All is from his own good will, from 
mul to laſt. Every motive, which inclines 
kim to do good to any ſinner, is not excited 
by what the ſinner does or is, but ariſes from 
himſelf. And when he beſtows any good, it 


never * deſerved, but is entirely an act of 


* 
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ſovereign grace, flowing from the Father's" 
love, out of the Son's fulneſs, by che inffu- 
ence of the holy Spirit; and isagiven and 
continued to magnify and exalt the mercy of 
the eternal Three. O how did I diſhonour 
the divine perfections by giving way to legal 
hopes, and by ſuppoſing that the divine will 
would be governed by 5 more or lefs de- 
ſervings? Where ſhould I be, if J had my 


deſervings? God forgive me. I ſee mine 


error. I am humbled for it, and I repent 
with ſhame and forrow. I hope my paſt 
miſconduct will prove a bleſſing to me: For 
it has certainly taught me to truſt leſs ” 
myſelf, and more to the word of God; 
depend leſs upon my own doings, and — 
upon free grace promiſes. To the word 
which cannot be broken, I would truſt in the 
time of need. Whoever truſts in it ſhall 
never be confounded. This I know to be 


true by happy experience. I wilt therefore 


read, and hear, and ſtudy it night and day. 
By means of 1t the Lord wrought a great de- 
liverance for me. My feet were almoſt gone, 
my treadings had well nigh ſlipt; but he ſent 


out his word and ſaved me. I read and be- 


believed, that the Father was not reconciled 
to me for the goodneſs of my walk, but that 
reconciliation was planned in the great cove- 
nant before'all worlds, and was carried into 
execution by the life and death of Immanuel; 

it was his peculiar, his glorious, his incom- 
municable work ; it was his ſole prerogative 
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to make peace by the blood of his croſs. O 
that I may be — *. to maintain it the next 


time my faith is tried, and to put honour aud 
glory upon the divine record concerning it. 


Lread and believed, that the Father does not 


leve me upon account of my walk, but tor 


his mercies ſake. His mercy was towards 
me from everlaſting,/ He loved me in his. 


Son choſe me accepted me in the beloved 


—and all his dealings with me, ſince he 
called me by his grace, have come from the 


tender mercies of a covenant God and Fa- 
ther. I would not henceforth have one doubt. 


of his being reconciled. to me, and of his 
loving me perfectly in Jeſus. My faith herein 
has been confirmed by my late trials. I have 
learned by experience to rely upon what God 
has ſpoken, = preſerving his peace in my 
conſcience, and his love in my heart. De- 
pending on his faithful word, and mighty 
arm, I would walk with him this day ſor 
the ſtrengthening and increaſing of thoſe 
graces. This is the deſire and prayer of my 
ſoul. 

O Father of mercies, hear me for Jeſu's 
fake. I acknowledge my ſinfulneſs and un- 
worthineſs, even in my cloſeſt walk with 
thee. Lam léſs than the leaſt of thy mer- 
cies: yea, deſerving the heavieſt of thy ven- 
geance. It is of the Lord's mercy, that it 
has not fallen upon me long ago, and I truſt 
in his word, that it will never fall upon me. 


Who is a God-like unto thee, that pardoneth 
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iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreflion of 
the remnant: of thine. heritage? Thou re- 
taineſt not thine anger againſt them for ever: 
becauſe thou delighteſt 1 in mercy, Glory be 
to thee for thine unſpeakable mercies: for 


ven me faith in the atonement of 
by whom I have peace with thee' my 
recoyciled God, and by whom I have ex- 
periended thy great love to me. On thee, 

O my Yod, is ſtill my hope. I look up to 
thee the River of thoſe graces for ſtrength 
to. maintain them in my daily walk. I do 
believe in the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs: of 
Immanuel, Lord help mine unbelief. I find 
it hard to preſerve in my practice, what I 
believe to be true in doctrine : And therefore 
on thy preſent help I muſt continually de- 
pend. Lord ſtrengthen me mightily by thy 
Spirit in the inner man againſt temptations. 
Lam daily and hourly called upon to exerciſe 
my faith, and when thy grace does not hold 
me up, I fall. The fiery darts of ſatan eaſily 
inflame me, when they are thrown- at my 
legal hopes, falſe dependencies, or ſelt-righ- 
teous tempers. My ſhield, which ſhould 
quench them, is ready to drop out of mine 
hand. I ſhould fall a prey to the enemy, and 
the fire would — wk me, if thy mercy was 
not over me for good. O my God and Fa- 
ther, ſtrengthen my faith againſt the wiles 
and aſſaults of ſatan, and againſt the workings 
of mine own, unbelief, When theſe trials 
come, keep me ſenſible of my weakneſs and 
F 2 
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* on thy promiſed" ſtrength, Nut k 
may meet them ſtrongꝭ in the Lord, and in 
the power of thy might. O let every trial 
teach me more of thy peace in my con- 
ſcience, and more of thy love in my heart, 
that I may keep on in a br courle, Walle 
ing humbly with my God. This is the work 
of thy good Spirit. I cannot preſerve nor 
improve his gyaces, untefs he be every mo- 
ment preſent with me. He is the giver, the 
continuer, the increaſer of them aB. O God 
the Holy Ghoſt, I therefore beſcech thee to 
water thy graces every moment. Leaſt any 
hurt them, keep them night and day. Never 
leave me nor forſake me, but what thou haſt 
graciouſly begun, that mightily carry on, in 
my ſoul. Temptations are ſtrong, and I am 
weak; ſtand by me in the hour of need. And 
if my faith be tried with fiery temptations, 
let it come out of them, like gold out of the 
fire. O thou Kalmighty Spirit, confirm by 
Gals, improve by experience, my truſt in 


. thy promiſed help. Let me go on from faith 


to faith. Keep up the confidence of my re- 
joicing in my reconciled God and loving Fa- 
ther, that I may walk humbly with him in 
ſweet communion, and holy fellowſhip in the 
way everiaſting. Grant me theſe mercies, 
gracious Father, for thy dear Son's fake, by 
the influence of the eternal Spirit, three per- 
ſons in one Jehovah, to whom be equal 
praiſe for ever and ever.” Amen. 


c 


# By 7 I v A 1 ren: 1 . « 


ny \ r R 4% TT YVES. 2G" CS 
l = * . * „ T3 z\E t 
C Ss: LEES > 8 * a 8 0 wk 8 * . f 1 "% a XS, by 
” „„en SF ; £4 2.0 =F N 
TIS * WC | N 
, Gi W NI g 


WALK#OF FAETH. 107 


wo 


\ | C'H AP. V. 


The believer| orders his ſteps accordi ing t0 the 
word, walking with a | free heart in the 
king's high-wWay of obedience. 


EDITATE, O my ſoul, upon the 
the wonders which Divine Love hathi 
wrought for thee and for thy ſalvation. Re- 
view the many, many mercies. of thy paſt 
life; and conſider, that thou art called upon 
to walk this day with THY God, What a 
privilege is this! He is thy God, and thou 
art his adopted Son. O what an high honor 
has he conferred upon thee ! He has taken 
thee into the moſt noble family, yea, into 
the divine houſhold of faith. He has per- 
mitted thee to walk with him as thy Een 
He has appointed the way, promiſed to be 
with thee in it, and every, moment, and at 
every ſtep to be doing thee good. There 
can be no happineſs ſuperior to This on earth. 
Prize it: For it is ineſtimable. Enjoy it: 
For it is heaven begun. Walking with God 
by faith, is preſent enjoyment of him, and 
will infallibly bring thee to the end of thy 
Journey; to full and everlaſting enjoyment. 
Hold faſt then the chnfidence of thy re- 
30izing. What thou haſt been taught by the 
holy Spirit, depend upon him for confirmi 
and eſtabliſhing. He has enabled thee to 
tee the glory of the finiſhed ſalvation of le- 
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' firs, and to belikve the divine record eoncern- 


grace ſufficient for thee. 
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ing it. Thou hat renounced every thing for 


the pardon of thy ſins, but the bloodſhed- 


ding of the Lamb, and every thing for ac- 


eptance, but the Lord our righteouſneſs. 


Thy faith herein has been tried, and the trial 


ended well, Thy temptations were manifold 


and violent, but they have done thee good. 
They have ſhewed thee the neceſſity of de- 
pending upon the perfect work of the God- 


man — of rejoicing wholly in Chrift Jeſus, 
- and of having no confidence in- the fleſh. 


They have alſo been the means of coavincing 


| thee, that thou ſtandeth by faith. Be not 


high-minded then, but fear. And let thy 


fear of thyſelf lead thee to truſt more in God. 


Rely on his faithful arm to maintain and to 
carry on his own work in thy foul. Remem- 
ber, he has promiſed it. Thy ſufficiency 1s 
of God, and he has engaged to pive thee 
| He has undertaken 
as a Father, to füpply all thy wants, to de- 
liver thee from all miſeries, and to with-hold 
from thee no manner of thing that is good. 
Thy falvation is ſafe. It reſts upon a fure 


foundation, as ſure as the covenant of the 


day and the covenant of the night. Theſe 
ſucceed each other by the will of the Nrea- 
tor, and have not been out of courſe not one 


_ fingle moment. The ordinances of day 


and night are regular and certain. So cer- 
tain is thy ſalvation by the ſame unerring 


will. While the belief of this rules in thy 
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WALK OF FAITH, 109 
conſcience, and in thy heart, thou wilt be 
able to reſiſt remptations. None of them 
will overcome thee, unleſs they ſeparate be- 
tween thee and thy God. Nay, they will 
work for thy good, if guilty fears do not 
wreſt the ſhield of faith out of thine hand. 
O beg of God to keep thee and thy faith in 
the hour of trial, chat thou mayeſt ex 
rience his faithfulneſs to his word. If thou 
put honour upon it, according to thy faith fo 
ſhall it be done unto thee, Give it credit, 
and thy ſteps will be ordered aright. Thou 
wilt walk in love this day, as God hath loved 
thee. He will be thy portion, and the way 
in which he is to be. enjoyed will be thy 
delight. 
Set out then in this faith, with. peace in 
thy, conſcience, and love in thy heart truſt- 
ing to thy God and Father. Look up to him 
for ſtrength to maintain and to increaſe theſe 
2 And hope to receive it from his 
ichfulneſs. Now he has put a new ſong in 
thy mouth, even praiſe unto thy God, go on 
thy way belipving and rejoicing. Jeſus 18 
thine with all his fulneſs. And he has pro- 
miſed thee a conſtant ſupply of the Spirit, 
that thou mayeſt have grace for grace to en- 
able thee to walk humbly with thy Ged. 
Mind then, thy walk is to be ortived ac- 
cording to his revealed will, and in his ap- 
pointed way of obedience to it; for all ra- 
tional creatures are bound to obey God. As 
ſoon as he makes known his will to chem, it 
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becomes their indiſpenſible duty. His will 
is one, like himſelf, unchangeably the ſame, 


yeſterday, to-day, and for ever: for when 


revealed by the ſovereign creator it becomes 
to mankind a law, which altereth not. It 


binds angels and men every moment, in 


every point and circumſtance. And its ob- 
ligation will never ceaſe. For all his com- 
mandments are ſure, they ſtand faſt for ever 
and ever. What he has commanded is as fixt 
as the ſun before him. It ſhall be eftabliſhed 
for ever as the moon, and as a faithful wit- 
neſs in heaven. 

It pleaſed the ſovereign creator to enſorce 
this holy, juſt and good law by proper ſanc- 
tions. Out of his mere grace he has pro- 
miſed life to obedience, which man engaged 
to perform: and he threatened death to diſ- 
obedience, to which. penalty man ſubmitted. 


Thereby. this law became a covenant of 


works. The promiſe was to him, who 
ſhould continue | obedient in all things: 


for Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which 


is of the law, that the man who fulfilleth 
thoſe things ſhall live by them. But if he 
does not fulfill them perfectly, without one 
failing, he then comes under the, penalty, 
which God had threatened to diſobedience 
„ Curſed is he who continueth nöôt in all 
things, that are written in the book of the law 
to do them: this curſe draws after it all the 
pains and penalties of the broken law in earth 
and in hell. | 
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= WALK or FAITH.. 111 
ö Under this law of Works Adam; was: 
Jlaced, and under it all his deſcendants are 
Lung He and they are bound to keep the 
law in their own perſons, if they would re- 
ceive the promiſe, or liable to ſuffer the 9 
penalty, _ 1 if they tranſgreſs. Adam. broke 
the law of works, and we all in him; for in 
him all have fnned. We were all in his. 
loins, when he fell, and forfeited. in his. at- 
tainder. By the offence. of that one, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation. 
The righteous judge paſſed the ſentence, 
and decreed, that by the law of works no 
: fleſh living mould be faved: For he has. 
proved in his word both Jews and Gentiles. 
do be under the law, and under ſin, which 1s. 
the tranſgreſſic on of it. Whereby every 
mouth is ſtopped, and all the world is become 
* guilty before God; Therefore by the deeds. 
Of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be He in. 
his light, 

In the law of works here was no pro ion 
made for a ſurety; but it did not abſolutely 
exclude one: Therefore it left room fox the 
coyenant of grace, in which a proviſion was: 
made 1 in the perſon of Jeſus, Chriſt for ſecur- 
ing the divine. honor of this holy law.. 
undertook to ſtand up in man's place ang. 

ſtead, to magnify the precepts of the law ¹ 
his life, and to g the penalties, of the 


law in his death, that not one jot. or tittlẽ of 
it might fail till all was fulfilled. And as he 
Was 8% over all, bleſſed for ever, his lite 
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and death put everlaſting honor upon the 
divine law. His obedience was of ineſtima- 
ble value, and his ſufferings were infinitely 
ſufficient to take away lin. Chriſt is now the 
end of the law for righteouſheſs. He an- 
ſwered the end of the law for his people by 
obeying and ſuffering for them: And every 
one of them can now. plead by faith a perfect 
fulfilling of all the precepts, a perfect fuf- 
fering of all the ' penalties in the perſon of 
their divine ſurety. God the Father is faith- 
ful and juſt to his word and engagements 
with his fon; He has made known his will in 
the immutable record of his grace, „that 
whoſoever believeth in  Jefus ſhould not 
1 4 but ſhould have everlaſting life.“ 
How can he periſh ? Jeſus died for him. 
He ſhall live with God in everlaſting life: 
becauſe Jefus lived for him. And this is 
the declared will of the Father concernin 
all chat believe in his only begotten Son. 
© Remember then, O my ſoul, that thou art 
not under the law, but under grace. Thou 
Art ſaved from the law, under the form of a 
covenant of works. Thou art not bound to 
keep its precepts; in order to have life for 
thy obedience, nor yet to ſuffer its penalties 
for thy diſobedience. Thy furety undertook 
to act and ſuffer for thee. He was to an- 
wer the law in its commands and demands 
to every jot and tittle. Andhe did. What- 
ever it required, whatever it threatened was 
perfectly fulfilled in the perſon of thy God 
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WALK or FAITH» 118 
and Saviour: and he has abſolutely diſcharg- 


ed thee from it, as a law of works. Thon 


art to have nothing to do with it in that 
view; nay, he has forbidden thee to keep 
it in hopes that thou mayeſt live thereby. 
The irreverſible decree entered in the records 
of heaven has enated—By THE WORKS. OF 
THE. LAW SHALL NO FLESH BE JUSTIFIED. 
Thou art now to look upon the law in the 
matter of juſtifying and giving life; as 4 
woman looks upon her dead huſband. . She 
is freed from the marriage contract with 


him, and may now give her heart and hand 


to another: ſo art thou freed from the band 
of the legal covenant. Thou art: become 
dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, whe 
has eſpouſed and betrothed thee: to himſelſ, 


that ſerving him in newneſs of ſpirit, and 


not in the oldneſs of the letter, thou mayeſt 
bring forth fruit unto God. This is thy 


high privilege. Thy firſt huſband is dead: 


happy for thee, thou art lawfully married to- 
another—Thy huſband is thy maker, Jeho- 
vah of hoſts is his name. The word made 
fleſh has paid all thy debts, ſuffered: thy 
puniſhment, wrought out a puny righte- 
ouſnęſs, and won a crown of perfect glory 
for thee. O what a divine honor has he put 
upon thee! Thou art now one with Imma- 


nuel in a bond of everlaſting love. He has 
given himſelf to thee, with all he has and 
all he is; and it is thy happineſs now, not to 


be thine own, but the Lord's not to follow 
1 6 f | : 
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"= WALK OF FAITH. - 
thine” own will, but his. The law of thy 
Lord is liberty. As taught by his ſpirit, and 
performed by faith it is perfect freedom. 
Whilſt thou walkeſt with him in obetlience 
to it, and leaneſt on thy beloved every ſtep, 
hou wilt find deliverance from all ſpiritual 
tyranny and bondage, and wilt enjoy the 
light of his countenance, and the love of his 
Heart. When the Son has thus made thee 
free, thou art free indeed—free, now thy 
heart is ſet at liberty to run with Jeſus in 
the way of his commandments. / | 
In this view, O my ſoul, thou canſt look 
with delight at the moſt holy law. Attend 
to it cloſely, and ſtudy it carefully. In order 
to obey, as a chriſtian, theſe following con- 
ſide rations ſhould be well underſtood and di- 
geſted: becauſe under the influence of them 
every ſtep of thy walk is to be ordered. O 
pray then for the ſpirit of wiſdom to teach 
thee practically: 
© Firſt; that thy walk with God in the way 
of obedience is not to fulfill the law, as a 
covenant of works. Thou art not required 
to do this. Thou canſt not do it. Imma- 
nuel, thy divine ſurety, took it upon himſelf. 
Becauſe it was impoſſible for thee, a fallen 
creature, to keep the law, ſo as to be juſtified 
by it, he therefore came in perſon to fulfill 
fit. He honoured its precepts by his infinite 
odedience. He magnified its penalties by 
=” His ineſtimable ſacrifice. And this is thy 
juſtifying righteouſneſs. Through faith in 
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WALK or FAITH. 115 
the life and death of the God- man, thou 
art not only freed from guilt and condemna- 
tion, from curſe and hell, but art alſo intitled 
to life and glory. The law is now on thy 
ſide, and is become thy friend. It acquits 
thee. It juſtifies thee. It will give thee the 
reward promiſed to obedience. . The law in 
the hand of thy Saviour has nothing but 
bleſſings to beſtow upon thee. Thou art to 
receive it at his mouth and to obey him: hut 
not from any legal hopes of heaven, or from 
any ſlaviſh fears of hell: for then thou 
wouldſt come under the covenant of works 


| again. Whereas thou art not under the law, 
but under grace: mind thy privilege, and 
pray for grace to live up to it. Thou art not 
. | under the law, bound to keep it perfectly 


in thine own perſon, or in caſe of failing con: 
demned by it, and under its fearful curſe; 
but thou art under grace, a ſtate of grace, 
through faith in the obedience and ſufferings 


Geet EN r n 


7 of thy bleſſed ſurety, and under the power 
A of grace, ſweetly inelining thee to love, and 
i mightily enabling thee - to keep the law of 
— the Lord thy God. Live thus by grace, and 
. {in ſhall not have dominion over thee. Un- 
n der the reign of grace, the tyrant ſin is al- 
= ways dethroned. Obey under grace, as freely 
Jl and fully ſaved: by faith in Jeſus, and this 
e will make thy walk eafy and evangelical: 
y thou wilt goon with a free ſpirit, and wilt 
y delight thyſelf. in the ways of God, Walkin 
with hang wen inen ls nt % en ng * 
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2. By faith, and not by fight. This is the 
great {pring of all goſpel: obedience. - Faith 
has an univerſal efficacy: for thus it is writs 
ten — Without faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God.“ He is not pleaſed with the 


thing done, but with the principle on which 


it is done. He looks at the heart. Hearing 
the word, or ſaying prayers, or giving alms, 
or doing any thing commanded, are not 
pleaſing in themſelves; but they muſtbe 
performed upon a right motive, and to a right 
end. And both theſe come from faith. The 
mentions the motive, which had in- 
fluenced every ſtep of his chriſtian courſe, 
c We walk by faith, and not by ſight.” — 

we judge of our ſtate by what God ſays of 1 it, 
and we order our walk accordingly. We give 
credit to his witneſs of our being pardoned 
and-quſtified freely by grace through faith, 
and we depend for the truth of this not on 
what we ſee, but on what we believe. We 
truſt not on our good frames, or warm feel- 
ings, or ſenſible cornforts, or to any of the 
genuine fruits and effects of faith, yu we 


truſt what God fays ſimply, as his record: 


and therefore we walk in a conſtant depend- 


ence on the truth of God in his word, and 


upon the faithfulneſs of God to his word. 


Some promiſed grace we ſtand in need of 


every ſtep; and we rely upon his word, 
which cannot be broken, and upon his 
faithfulneſs, which cannot fail. Thus we go 
on, and we find the promiſe made . AC» 
cording to our faith, 


WALK or ran. We. 
Such was the 'apoſtle's *wilk.” And is 
thine directed by the ſame motive? Search, 
O my ſoul, and examine upon what princi- 
ple thou goeſt to duty. Is it in the obedi- 
ence of faith? Doſt thou take no ftep 
without the warrant of the word of God? 
Doſt thou give full credit to what God ſays 
in it of thy ſtate, as a juſtified perſon? And 
does this appear from thy dependence upon 
his faithfulnels to make good every thing pro- 
miſed to them, who are in that Fare ? 
Bleſſed art thou of the Lord, if thou art 
walking by this faith. O praiſe his holy 
name, who has thus highly © favoured "thee, 
and afcribe_to him all the glory. So will thy 
end be Tight, as well as thy motive. True 
faith takes no honor to irfelf, It is an empty- 
ing humbling grace. Its fpring-head is in 
covenant love, and it is given from diftin- 
guifhing favor and fovereign mercy. It Ras 
no foundation, hen given, but the word of 
God: nothing to reſt on, but the divine 
truth: no ſupport, but the divine power; 
and no growth, but from the divine influence. 
What then does it leave a man to glory in? 
Whoever has it, has it all from God, and 
While he is in his right mind, living by it, he 
Will be difpoſed to give God all the glory of 
it: even for common mercies, as Well as 
Apiritual, he will live by the faith of the fon 
of God. Whether he eats or drinks, or 
whateyer he does, he does all in the name of 
the Lord Fefus, giving thanks to God, and 
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the Father by him. And thus he will go on 
ſweetly and 33 obeying. not, from 
laviſh fears or legal hopes, bur 1 
3. From holy love, Which is the fruit * 
conſequence of walking by faith. Faith 
worketh love, and then worketh by love: 
The faith of the Goſpel, as a, grace of the 
Spirit, worketh chiefly by love 0 God, and 
to man for God's ſake: for the Goſpel diſ- 


covers the way of ſalvation, — — by the 
eternal Three, fulfilled in the life and death 


and applied to. the finner's | 


heart by the eternal Spirit. Whoever is en- 
abled believe the Goſpel, will ſee' himſelf 


an. object of the covenant love of the blefled 


Trinity, and will therefore love Father, Son, 


and Spirit: for we love him, ſays the apoſtle, 


becaule he firſt loved us. And faith in his 
love to us, will make. us that we ſhall nei- 


ther be barren nor unfruitful. Love is very 
Active. 


How active! How ſweet is obedience, when 


the loye of God is ſhed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Who 1s 


He is an almighty. agent. 
the power of legal unbelieying workings, 


and puts a new ſpring to duty into the heart. 
He manifeſts the love of God in Chriſt, his 


_ free, diſtinguiſhing. love, the exceeding riches 


Obeying from love is. very ſweet; 


iven..unto us.) 
Je oyercomes 


of, it, and the numerous bleſſings: lowing 
from it through time and eternity. . In. the 
Jenke of thele mercies he excites gratitude, 
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wonderful influence. What return ſhall I 
make unto the Lord!“ is the devout breath- 
ing of the grateful heart. While the love 


of Chriſt conſtraineth it, all che affections 


follow him, and the ſoul delights itſelf in 


his ways. Then none of his commandments 


will be grievous. Nay, his poke itſelf be- 


comes eaſy, and his burden light: O trium- 


phant iove! How active, how ſweet did he 


find it, who cried out I can do ALL things, 
I can ſuffer ALL things, I am more than con- 
queror, through him that loveth me.“ 

And is not this, O my. foul, thy happy 
caſe | O prize thy privilege, and adorn it in 


thy life. Walk in love with thy. reconciled 


God, and out of love to him perform all 
duties, and bear all _ croſſes. Remember, 
thou art not required to obey, in order to be 


laved for thine obedience, but thou art al- 


ready ſaved; and therefore out of gratitude 
to thy deareſt Saviour, thou art bound to love 
him and to obey him. Thou canſt not love 
his perſon, and yet hate his will. If ye | 
love me, ſays he, keep my commandments?” 

give this proof of it, keep in my way, 
doing my commandments. But Whatever 


ye do, let it come from the heart. Obey 


me, but ſee it be with a willing mind, and 
with a free ſpirit. When all ſprings from 
love, then my ſervice, will be perfect free- 
dom. IL would have you to do my will, but 


without fear; not for life, but from life; nat 


that ye may live, but becauſe ye live.. Do it, 
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as fons, and not as ſlaves : the flave abideth 
not in the houſe for ever, but the fon abideth 
for ever. In this free ſpirit of adoption ſerve 
me, as ſons of God, and heirs of God, and 
Joint heirs with me. Stand * therefore in 
the liberty, wherewith T have made you free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. 
vi IV "obey from life and te received 
and enjoyed is fweet liberty. To obey, as the 
condition f Hife and felgen, is bitter fla- 
very: it is an intolerable yoke, becauſe it is 
not poſſible-any fallen man ſhould fo keep the 
law, as to live thereby. But the behever 
freed from this condition by Chrift's keeping 
the law for him is in liberty, he is faved from 
the penalty annexed to the tranſgreſſion; he 
is entitled to the life promiſed to obedience, 
und thereby he is delivered from legal hopès 
and from guil ny fears. In this faith he walks 
on delighttully in the ways of obedience: for 
He is bend to the law tiwough the grace 
chat is in Chrift Jefus : he loves it. O what 
love, fays he, have Into thy law! Becauſe 
now I find it according to the promiſe writ- 
ten upon my heart. And this is a 

4. Motive to goſpel obedience. The new 
Covenant runs thus—* T will put, ſays God, 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
Their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they hall be my people: and they Mall 
teach nõ more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, ſaying, know the 
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Lord: for they ſhall all know me from che 


leaſt of them to the greateſt of them.” The 
heart is by nature as hard as adamant. It is 
enmity itſelf againſt che holy law. But the 


Lord here engages to take away the ſtony 


heart, and to give an heart of fleſh, upon 
which he will write the ten commandments; 
not in tables of ſtone, but in the fleſhly tables 
of the hearh The Spirit of the living God 
will teach all his children to know their Fa- 
ther, he will manifeſt to them their adoption, 


he will reveal to them their Father's» love in 


Jeſus, and he will make their hearts happy 
in the enjoyment of it. Then the holy fruits 
of this love -will appear- towards man. Tr 
will work ſweetly in benevolence, and effec- 
tually in beneficence. The love of God will 
open the contracted heart, enlarge the ſelfiſh, 
warm the cold, and bring liberality out of 
the covetous. When the holy Spirit teaches 
brotherly love, he overcomes all oppoſition 
to it. He ſays to his diſciples “ Be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 


another, even as God for Chriſt's fake hath 


forgiven you.” And he makes them kind 
one to another: they ſhew it by every good 
word and work. Thus, by manifeſting to 
them the Father reconciled in Jeſus, and by 
enabling them to love man for his ſake, he 
writes upon their hearts the to great com- 


mandments, on which hang all the law and 


the prophets. The love of God, ſays the 
apoſtle to the Romans, is ſhed abroad in our 
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hearts, by the holy Ghoſt, and to the Theſ- 
ſalonians, ye yourſelves are taught of God to 
love one another. Thus he engages the af- 
fections of the ſoul to theihely law, and in- 
chnes the inner man to love obedience. It 
ceaſeth to be a yoke and a burden. How 
caſy is it to do what one loves? If you dearly 
love any perſon, what a pleaſure is it to ſerve 
him ? What will not love put you upen do- 
ing or ſuffering to oblige him? Let love rule 
in the heart to God and to man, his law will 
then become delightful, and obedience to it 
will be pleaſantneſs. The ſoul will run, 
Vea, inſpired by love, it will mount up with 
wings as eagles, in the way of God com- 
mandments. 1 
| Happy are the people, that are in TY a 
caſe! And is it not, O my ſoul, in ſome 
meaſure thine? Haſt thou not been taught 
to love God, and his ways? Since thou 
haſt been” acquainted with him as thy loving 
Father in Jeſus, | has not thy faith been 
Working by love to him, and to his will, and 
to his whole houſehold and family? Re- 
member this is promiſed, All the children 
of God are to be taught to know. and to 
love their heavenly Father. This is the 
very tenor of the covenant grace, which the 
almighty ſpirit has undertaken to fulfill, And 
he cannot fail in his office. It is his crown 
and. glory to make good his covenant en- 
gage ments. O truſt him then, and put 
Bonour upon his faithfulneſs. He has pro- 
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miſed to guide thee wtth his counſel, and 
to ſtrengthen thee with his might in the 

way of obedience to thy reconciled God. 

What is within thee, or without thee to 
oppoſe” thy walking in love with him he 
will incline thee to reſiſt, and he will enable 
thee to overcome. O what mayeſt thou 
not expect from ſuch a divine” friend, who. 
is to abide with thee on purpoſe to kee 
thy heart right with God. What cannot he 
© KM do, what will he not do for thee? Such 
] as is the love of the Father and of the Son, 
ſuch is the love of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
ſame free, perfect, everlaſting love. Read 
a \F his promiſes of it. Meditate on them. 


Pray to him for increaſing faith to mix with 
5 them; that he, dwelling in the temple of thy 
2 heart, thou mayeſt have fellowſhip there with 
5 the Father and with the Son, Whatever in 
RT thee 1s pardoned through the Son's atone- 
— ment, pray the Holy Spirit to Os that 


8 4t may not interrupt communion with thy 


* God. And whatever grace to be received 

ud out of the fulneſs of Jeſus in duet to keep 

.- up and to promote that communion, intreat 

* the holy Spirit to give it thee with growing 

o ſtrength. But pray in faith nothing waver- 

he ing. So ſhall the love of God rule in thy 

he heart. And then thou ſhalt be hke the fun, 

nd when it goeth forth in its might, ſhinin 

NA clearer and clearer to the perfect day. 6 

— may thy courſe be like his, as free, as re- d 


gular, and as communicative of good, that 


by 
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thy daily by pennen may; be. dhſwered, and that 
the wilt of. thy Father may be done in earth, 
as it is done in heaven. | 

When all theſe things concur, what can be 
wanting to make the way of obedience eaſy 
and pleaſant? It is not now an hard burden, 
impoſſible to be borne.” The Spirit of life 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made it eaſy. 
He has reconciled the belie ver to the law: 
for he ſhews it to him in ſurety, magnified 
and made honorable — magnified infinitely 
in his life—made everlaſting honorable in his 
death: ſo that the Father can get the fulleſt 
glory to every divine perfection, even to his 
juſtice, by ſaving ſinners through ſaith in the 
righteouſneſs of his Son: he can be juſt, and 
yet. the juſtifier of the ungodly. The be- 
liever, perſuaded of this 1s reconciled to Gd. 
Being no longer under the law, as a covenant 
of works, but under grace, he loves the law, 
and walks with God in ſweet obedience to i 
He ſets. out, and goes on every ſtep, in hath 
—truſting to the acceptance of his perſon, 
and of his ſervices in the beloved. He does. 
not work now, in order to be ſaved.;. but he 
works, becauſe he is ſaved. And he afcribes 
all he does to the praiſe of the glory of free 
grace. He works from gratitude, and the 
aith of God's elect always does. It never 
fails to ſhew itſelf by love. The holy Spi- 
mt wins the heart by revealing to it the love 
of God, and thereby draws out the affections 
after him. Whertthe commandment comes, 
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% My ſon, give me thy heart.“ The fon is 
ready, Lord, take it, and ſeal it thine ſor 
ever. And whatever inbred enmity. may 
remain againſt giving it to the Lord, the 
holy Spirit bas undertaken to fubdue it. It 
is. his office to take away the ſtony heart, and 
to create an heart of fleſh, ſoft _ willing 

to receive the umpreſſion of this grace. With, 

the fame finger, which once rote the holy 
law upon tables of ſtone, it is now written 
upon the fleſhly tables of the heart. And. 
then the love of God, and the love of man. 
are clearly taught, and effectually enforced. 

What a change does this make in obedience! 
Hard things are now done with eaſe. Rough 
ways are made ſmooth. Painful things be- 
come delightful, The labour of love is. 
ſweet labour: becauſe the heart is in it. The 
feet run; the hands work : all the faculties. 


are ready to exert themſelves, when love 


commands, 

O my God, let it be thus with me. Thou 
haſt given me an earneſt defire to walk with 
thee in thy ways, guide me in them by thine 
almighty Spirit. Let him abide with me, 
holy Father, as the Spirit of adoption, that 
I may always ſerve thee, as. thy reconciled 
child, not under the law, but under grace, I 
would gladly walk with thee every ſtep by 
faith, and that faith working by love to thee 
and to thy whole wall. o God, give me 
Hef ſufficient for my holy walk. Let thy 

ithiul promiſe be daily fulfilled ; write thy 
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law ſtill plainer i in mine inward parts, and let 
it be more fairly copied out of my life. I 
want to love thee more, as thou knoweſt. O 
my God, keep my heart ſenſible of the ex- 
cceding riches of thy love to me, and let the 
growing ſenſe of this increaſe mine to thee. 
In the ſtrength of thy good Spirit, enable me 
to overcome inward and outward oppoſition 
to'my walking with thee in Jove. Let him 
ſtrengthen me mightily in the inner man for 
every. labour of love. From him cometh 
power to embrace and to cleave with full 
purpoſe of heart unto the ways of God—to 
love* what he loves and to hate what he 
Hates. O thou bleſſed Spirit of the Father 
and of the Son, make me willing, keep me 
able to enjoy the Father's love in his Son: 
and let it be a growing love, abounding yet 
more and more in knowledge, and in all 
ſenſible feeling, that I may run and not be 
weary, may be going on to the end, and not 
be faint. © Even ſo. Let it be done unto thy 
ſervant according to thy word, wherein thou 
haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. Let me 
have fellowſhip with the Father in his love, 
through the ſalvation of his Son, by thine in- 
fluence upon my heart, now, henceforth, and 
for ever. Amen. 


— 
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The wall of the believer in the way of duty. 
T is very hard to go on in a ſtraight courſe 
and for any length of time. The hin- 
drances are many. To underſtand the na- 
ture and obligation of duty, to enter upon it 
with right motives, to perform it in a proper 
temper; to go through it without backward- 
neſs or wearineſs, not by conftraint, but wil- 
lingly, and to find the true end of doing it 
anſwered, theſe are great difficulties: But 
they will be removed in ſome meaſure out ot 
the believer's walk; if he attend to what was 
ſaid before of obedience in general, and if he 
be enabled to bring it into practice. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that tlie 
true believer is not under the law, as a co- 
venant of works bound to keep the pre- 
cept for life, or liable to the penalty of 
death. He is not under the law in His re- 
ſpect, but under grace. He is one with 
Chriſt, who kept the precept, and ſuffered 
the penalty for him, as his ſurety, and in his 
ſtead. He has put in his plea, and taken the 
benefit of Chriſt's ſurctiſnip. His plea has 
been admitted; and therefore he is in a ſtate 
of perfect acceptance. He ſtands in the li- 
berty wherewith Chriſt hath made him free. 
Grace reigns in him, and over him, and ren- 
ders his obedience perfect freedom. He 
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obeys, but it is all in faith. He works, but 
it is from a ſenſe of the Father's love to him 
in his Son. Gratitude taught by the Holy 


Spirit, influences his heart and life. His heart 


has the love of God written upon it, and his 
life manifeſts it. He ſerves God with a thank- 


ful mind and without fear, and cheerfully does 
all the good he can to man for God's ſake. 


The believer will never get on in the way 


of duty, unleſs ke learns to obey upon theſe 


goſpel principles. He will ſtand. in need of 
their aſſiſtance at every ſtep: For he will 
meet with*conſtant oppoſition to them. The 


Meſh will not come under grace. The carnal 


mind 1s always legal. The old man of fin 
knows nothing but working for life, and will 
not ſubmit to any other way. Our ſinful na- 


ture is altogether for the covenant of works. 
Jews, Turks, heathens, and nominal Chrif, 
tians are all upon one plan: they expect God 


will be merciful to them for their doings. 
And the children of God are exerciſed with 
this ſelf-righteous ſpirit more or leſs all their 
days. Is it not, O my foul, thy grief and 
burden? Art thou not daily plagued with it 
in thy duties? And though thy principles be 
very evangelical, yet they too often fail thee 


jn practice. O beg of God then, earneſtly 


and often, that thou mayeſt be caſt into the 
mould of the Goſpebh quite èvangelized in 


thy mind, and mayeſt perform all duties upon 


ſuch motives as he himſelf requires and ap- 
proves. 


* 


Duty is a debt owirg to God- due from 
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the creature to the creator. The obligation 
to it ariſes from the abſolute dependence of 
the one upon the other; and it conſiſts in ac- 
knowledging this in the appointed way, by a 
perfect and continual ſervice of every faculty 
the creature being entirely ſubject to the 
will of the creator, and living in never- fail - 
ing conformity to it: for the will of God 
doth bind all men on earth, and angels and 
glorified ſpirits in heaven. It is an unchange- 
able law, obliging for ever all creatures to 
obedience, not only on àcount of the matter 
contained in it, but alſo with reſpect to the 
ſovereign authority of the almighty law- 
giver, And this' obligation Chriſt in the 
goſpel has not in the leaſt diſſolved, but on 
all occaſions has confirmed and ſtrengthened: 
How deciſive are theſe words! © Think not 
that I am come to deſtroy the law and the 
prophets, Jam not come to deſtroy, but to 
tulfil,” to fulfil the law in mine own perſon, 
as the ſurety tor my people, and to put the 
love of 1: into their hearts, and to engage 
them, and to enable them to practice it in 
their bores) ; though not for the ſame end, for 
which I fulfilled it. | 

Duty is always one and the ſame—a debt 
always due to God. But the debt of obe- 
dience being withheld, and the death pf ſuf- 
fering being incurred, the behever 1s taught 
to plead his diſcharge from ſuffering” nder 
Chriſt, and his fulfilling of obedience in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt; With this faith he 
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has a delightful proſpect of duty. God is 


now at peace with him, God loves him in 


his Son. It is his high privilege to enjoy 
the ſenſe of thoſe diſtinguiſhing favours. 


For this end he is admitted to walk with his 
God. What an honour is this! Having re- 
eeived the adoption of ſons, he is bleſſed 
with his Father's love, and is taken into near 
fellowſhip with him. What a happineſs is 
this! „ Son, all that I have is thine, it is 
freely given to thee in Jeſus, and thou art 


no called upon to enjoy me and mine in thy 


holy walk.” Here duty becomes his privi- 
lege. It is exalted and ſpiritualized into a 
goipel grace. He is bound to it, but it is 
by the cords of love. The pleaſing bonds of 
gratitude tie his heart to obedience, to a free, 
holy, evangelical obedience. He obeys, not 


as a flave but as a ſon—not for fear, but be- 


eauſe Chriſt has ſet him at liberty not that 
God may accept, pardon, and juiiify him, 


but becauſe. God has done all for him, and 


will do all in him—not that he may have 
heaven for his obedience, but becauſe heaven 
is reſegyed for him, and he for it. He there- 
fore looks at duty, as greatly refined by the 
goſpel. Every act of it, done in faith, is an 
act of fellowſhip: with the Father and with 
the Son ; and by the grace of the-Spirit every 


act brings the Father's love through the 


Son's ſalvation into experience. He has com- 
munion with his God in all he does. This 
canobles duty. It is hereby raiſed to a di- 
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vine honour : For it is hereby made, to them 
who are in Chriſt, the higheſt privilege they 


can have on this lde of heaven. 


When the holy Spirit writes the law upon 
the heart, he then teaches this obedience of 
faith. He does not aboliſh duty, but he en- 
forces it upon right motives, and directs it to 
a right end. The fame duties remain in the 
goſpel, but not upon the ſame obligation. 
Law duties, as conditions of life, cannot be 


fulfilled. The Judge himſelf has: decreed, 


that by the works of the law there ſhall no 
fieſh be juſtified in his fight. © Therefore the 
law, as a covenant of works, does not enter 
into the behever's obedience. Ie obeys be- 
cauſe he is freed from this covenant—noat 
freed from doing the ſame duties, which this 


_ covenant required, but freed from doing them 


upon law motives, neither expecting the pro- 
miſed life on account of keeping the pre- 
cepts, nor fearing the thregtened penalty on 
account of not keeping them. It is his pri- 
vilege to obey, becaule he is ſaved. He 
works from a free ſpirit, and with a thankful 
heart. He does all his duties in faith. He 
is ſpiritual in them, acting upon the endear- 
ing motive of God's love to him in Chriſt, 


as it has been revealed to- his heart by the 


holy Spirit. He hopes for the acceptance of 
them only through the interceſſion of Chriſt: 

And after he has done them ever ſo well, he 
deſires grace from Chriſt to return him all 
his Toy: Thus in every duty he aims at 
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fellowſhip with God in Chriſt through the 


Spirit, and ſeeks to preſent an odour of a 


tweet ſmell, a ſacrifice acceptable, well 


pleaſing to God. f 
Whatever thou art required to do, remem- 
ber, O my ſoul, that thou art under grace, 


and it is thy privilege to do it in faith. View 
the two tables in the hand of thy Saviour, and 


receive the ten commandments from his 
mouth. Happy for thee, Jeſus is thy law- 
giver. His ſpirit will goſpelize thine obe- 
dience. He will bring thine heart into it. 
He will ſet thee in the chariot of love, and 


thou ſhalt ride on proſperouſly : He will oil 
the wheels of duty, and they ſhall run eaſy 
and pleaſant. Thou ſhalt be carried ſweetly 
through duty, thy beloved being preſent and 
converſing with thee in it: yea, thy faith 
working by love to him will render fellow- 


ſhip with God in all thou doeſt, the joy of thy 


| heart and the. glory of thy life. 


O beg of thy divine teacher thus to ſpi- 


-nitualize thine obedience. . From him only 


canft thou learn the two great command- 


ments, whict are the ſum and ſubſtance of - 


the will of thy God. In the firſt his nature 


is revealed, — then his worſhip. He is the 


Lord thy God, Jehovah thy Alehim ; Jehos 
vah means the ſelf-exiſtent Godhead ; and 
Alehim, the perſons in _ covenant, Father, 


Son, and Spirit, partakers of the ſame ſelt- 


iſtence, and divine glory, without any dif- 


-fetence, or inequality. There can be no true 
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Ee religion without the true obje& of worſhip, 
a and he cannot be worthipped unleſs he be 
ul "3 known; therefore it is an indiſpenſable duty 
to know the Lord God. But how ſhall fal- 
1 len man attain to this knowledge? He loſt it 
b. by fih, and he cannot by any reaſoning fa- 
W = culty or power of his own recover it. It is. 
d ga matter of fact, that no man did ever, by; 
is I fearching, find out God. And atteſted, by 
> infallible authority, that the world, by its 
- _ FW ' wiſdom knew nat God: There is no true 
. deſcription of the Godhead; but what is re- 
d vVvealed in ſcripture; and it is altogether from 
il the teaching af the holy Spirit, that any one 


_— * 


y ſavingly underſtands what is revealed. He 
„ the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation opens the 
d | eyes of the mind, ſets the object | before 
h them, and gives a clear idea of it. He takes 
* F of the things of God, and ſh&ws them to his 
y diſciples. He does not lead them into ab- 

ſtracted reaſonings about the divine nature, 
— 1 or what the abſolute Godhead is, but his 
y leſſons are uſeful and practical. He teaches 
IE the knowledge of the perſons in Jehovah, as % 
11 they are related to ſinners in the covenant of 
e grace. Through him the Father is made 
© known, „Ve have received the Spirit of 
* F adoption, by whom we cry, Abba, Father,” 
1 ; Rom. vill. 15. Through him the Son is be- 
E138 lie ved in; for no man can ſay, that Jeſus is 
1 the Lord, but by the holy Ghoſt. He diſ- 
5 covers the Father's love in the Son, with its 
e rich graces and abundant bleſſings, as it is 
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written: we have © received, not the Spirit 
of the world, but the Spirit which is of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely 
giyen to us of God.” He makes known the; 
g1ver, and the gifts, and he is received for! 
that very purpoſe. He ſhines into the heart, 
to give the light of the knowledge. of the 
glory of God in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this is ſaving acquaintance with the Fa- 
ther and with the Son; For hereby the un- 
derſtanding is reſtored to the image of God; 


and the new man is renewed in knowledge 


after the image of him that created him. 


O what a mercy 1s this ! What can call for 
greater praiſe ! And this mercy, O my foul, 
is thine. Unſpeakably grapious has the Lord 
been to thee. He has * thee the know- 
ledge of himſelf, His image is upon thine 
underſtanding. His light is ſhining upon it; 


certainly it is as oreat an act, as when he 


firſt commanded the light to ſhine out of 


darkneſs: for hereby I believe in him, I 


know —_ to be my FaTHER. O precious 
name! The love of his heart, and it is in- 
finite : the bleſſings of his love, and they are 
numberleſs, he has called me to enjoy, freely, 
of mere grace, of his own ſovereign good 
will— called me to the adoption of ſons, to 
the nobleſt dignity, yea, to everſaſting ho- 
nour, to be a ſon of the moſt high God 
God is my Father —-my new-Qirth is from 
him that which is born of the Spirit is ſpi- 


rit, and has — with the Father of 
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ſpirits. Behold + what manner of love this 
is! No parent ever loved, or can love a child 
as my Father which is in heaven loves me. 
And I defire in the ſenſe of this to love him, 
to cleave to him with full purpoſe of heart, 
and gratefully to de vote all I have and am to 
his fervice, and to his glory. O thou divine 
revealer of this love, enlighten mine under- 
ſtanding and influence my affect ions, that I 
may grow in the knowledge of my Father 
in Jeſus: For, | 

In him the Father only is to be known. 
He is his Father, as our covenant head, and 
therefore ours in him. God is hot a Father 
to any, but in Chyſt. The name Father re- 
ſpects Chriſt, as the firſt-begotten, and then 
all his ſeed. He is the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family in 


heaven aud earth is named, and depends 


— 


for its adoption on the Father of their Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. He undertook to be made 


man, to live and to die for the many 


ſons, whom he was to bring to glory: and 


in conſequence of his undertakings, it pleaſed, 
the Father to lay up all fulneſs of grace for 
them in the God-man, their covenant head. 
And it pleaſes the Spirit to witneſs of this. 
fulneſs, and to enable behevers to receive out 
of it grace for grace. Thus he reveals Im- 
manuel to them. They know him and are 


one with him. He is their Lord and their 


God, and by faith they live in him and upon 
him. Truſting to his atonement. and righ- 
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teouſneſs they have peace with their recon- 
cited Father, and thay enjoy his love ſhed 
abroad in their hearts by the holy Ghoſt. 
Waiting in the appointed ways they grow in 
the knowledge of the wonderful perſon God- 


Jeſus. They ſee more of the divine glory of 


his ſalvation work, and by depending on it 
daily, they enjoy more of the things which 
Thrice happy are 
they, whoſe acquaintance with Jeſus is thus 
increaſing. Their happineſs has a boundleſs 
ſubject. They may ſtudy on, and they will 
ſind him new worlds of delight to eternity. 
Oye highly favoured, read and adore the won- 
ders already wrought for you; among which, 
theſe are not the leaſt: We know that the 


Son of God is come, and hath given us an 


underſtanding to know og that is true, and 
ven his Son Jeſus 


{ 


Chriſt, who is the true God and eternal life.“ 


Bleſſed knowledge ! they have an underſtand- 


ing given them, and they are ſavingly ac- 


quainted with the Father and with the Son, 


by the teaching of the holy Ghoſt. Jehoyak 
18 . Alehim. Thus they learn the k 
part of their duty, which leads them to the 
Second, Namely, to love the perſons in 
the Gad, becauſe they ſtand in this moſt 
endearing relation to them. They love the 
Father, who is their Father in Jeſus. They 


have not only heard of, and believed. in, but 


have alſo enjoyed his precious love. It has 
been ſhed abrozd in their hearts by the holy 


Sheſt: who has overcome all reſiſtance to 
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his love; yea, has made enmity itſelf yield, 
to it. Having purified the confcience by 
faith, he then purifies the heart: He pours 
into it a ſenſe of that love, which gave his 
co-equal Son for them, and all the bleſſings 


in earth and in heaven with him. Thereby 


he draws up the affections in holy deſires to 
be more united to the Father of mercies. It 
is the property of love to deſire td be united 
to the beloved object. The holy Spirit has. 
diſcovered the object, and has given the de- 
fire, and he fulfils all the deſires of his own, 
creating. He teaches alb the children of God 
to know their Father; and to experience his. 


love to them in his Son, and then they cannot 


but love him. He creates the new heart for 


this very þ urpoſe; and makes 1t ſenſible that 
the Father's love is all received through the 


Son, and therefore the Father and the Son are 
beloved with an undivided affection. 
The Son is his office name. It. ſhould ne- 


ver be heard without putting us in mind of 
the wonderful love of our God in his under- 


takings... He covenanted to be made fleſh. 
What a miracle of love is that! He engaged 
with his Father to be the ſurety for his peo- 


ple, to do their work, to ſuffer their puniſh-: - 
ment, and then God and man, one Chriſt for 


ever, was to have all fulneſs of covenant 
bleſſings to give his people. The Father has 


no love, the Spirit beſtos no grace, but 


what comes through Chriſt. A believer is 
therefore taught in e 
. 6. 
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have fellowſhip with Chriſt. His ſafety, his 
happineſs, his hopes of happineſs to-day and 
for ever, are bleſſings to be received out of 
Immanuel's fulneſs: for he is the head over 
all things to the church which is his body, 
the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all. And 


while the member is receiving life, and ſenſe, 


and happineſs, from the fulnefs of the head, 


he will have freſh motives to love his divine 


Saviour. What can fix his ations, if gra- 
titude to Jeſus cannot? He has every thing 

in him that can win the heart. He has beauty 
to engage love, bleſſings to increaſe love, 
glories to increaſe love tq him for evermore. 
He is beauty without a Yival. Whatever is 


charming in any earthly object is but a ray 


from him, and ſhould lead to him: it is but 
a heam to point out the matchleſs graces of 
Immanuel. And ſo is the lovelineſs of hea- 
venly objects: faints and angels have nothin 


beautiful, but what the love of Jeſus has 


ut 
upon them. He is the Lord and giver of all 
their glory: How glorious the muſt he be? 


He is mine, ſays the beligver, and my pro- 


perty in him makes him indeed glorious in 
mine eyes. Once I faw no beauty in him, 
that I ſhould defire him; but now he is my 
beloved and my friend. I can ſee every thing 
truly lovely in my Lord and my God. What- 
ever elſe courts my heart appears to be but a 
ſhadow : the ſubſtance is my Jeſus. He en- 
dears himſelf daily to me by his numberleſs. . 
favours. I am always receiving out of his 


fulneſs, ſome bleſſing, which makes him the 
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centre of my happinefs. Every look of faith 


diſcovers in him - forme new excellency, and 
brings from him ſome freſh kindneſs, and 
— engages my heart ſtill more to its 
precious Saviour. And when I look forward 
to the glory to be revealed, when I ſhall ſee 
my Jeſus face to face, and ſhell be like him, 


and ſhall enjoy him, and in him all the blef- 


fings of the eternal Three for ever, O this is 
too > big for preſent thought ; yet it conſtrains 
me to give up my whole ſont to this heavenly 
lover. Glorify him daily in me, thou faith- 
ful witneſs for Jeſus, and give me continual 
reaſon to love thee with the” fame undivided 
affection, whepewith thou haſt enabled me to 
love the Father and the Son. 

The holy Spirit is Jehovah, a perſon in che 
ſelk-exiſftent Godhead, equal with the Father 
in every attribute. His office name is Spirit; 
the idea is taken from air, ſuch as we breathe, 
to denote his being the breather, or inſpirer 
of ſpiritual life. Every thing done by him 
in this character tends to holineſs, and there- 
fore he is called the holy Spirit. His office 
in the covenant, as well as his co-equality 
with the Father and the Son, entitle him to- 
equal worſhip, and to equal love. For he 
undertook to carry into execution. the pur- 
poſes of the Father's love in Jeſus. Their 
tulfilment depends entirely udon his grace. 


Thy Son has been incarnate; he has brought 


in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and made the 
atonement for fin : the Father is fatisfied with 
his finiſhed work, and has demonſtrated his 
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acceptance of it: the God - man is now upon 
the throne of glory with all power in heaven 
and earth. To. this the holy Spirit bears 
witneſs. It is his divine office to apply the 
ſal vation of Jeſus, and to make it effectual. 

He does all in the heirs of promiſe. The 
Father gave them to the Son, the Son re- 
deemed them, but they are in the common 
maſs of corruption, dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, till the Spirit of life enter into them. 
They feel not their guilt nor their danger, till 
he convince them. They are quite ignorant 
of God and of the things of God, "till he 
make them wiſe unto ſalvation. They can- 
not believe in Jeſus, till the Spirit of faith 
enable them. They cannot rejoice in the 
Father's love, till the Comforter makes them 
ſenſible of it. They are without ſtrength, 

until they be ſtrengthened with might by the 
Spirit! in the inner man. They cannot go on 
in their chriſtian courſe, but by a conſtant 
ſupply of the Spirit. They cannot hold out 
to the end, but from his abiding with them 
for ever. So that he is the Lord and giver 
"of life. He begins the good work, and he 
confirms it, until the day of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Every motion of ſpiritual life is from him, 
and all thoſe, whom he makes alive, he makes 
ſenſible of the debt which they owe him. 
He manifeſts his love to them, and thereby 
he engages their love to him. They-expe- 
rience, how great the love of the Spirit is. 
They are ſenſible of their obligations to him, 
and geſire to be thankful for them. Thus. 
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their affections return to the proper object of 
love and worſhip. They receive daily the 
bleſſings of the Father's love through faith 
in the Son's ſalvation, by the applying power 
of the holy Spirit, and hereby they are re- 
conciled to the firſt and great command- 
ment; it is become the delight of their ſouls 
to love the Lord God. 

Here conſider, O my ſoul, whether din 
art acting upon the principle of gratitude to 
thy God. If thou art, then his yoke will 
be eaſy and his burden light. Thou wilt not 

o to duty in bondage, hoping to gain his 
— by the deſert of what thou doeſt, or 
fearing to be beaten with many ſtripes for not 
going it well. Thy God whom thou ſerveſt 
is thy moſt loving friend, and tendereſt fa- 
ther. He loved thee in Jeſus, freely by 


LOI 


grace, not by works done by thee, or to be 


done. Immanuel is thy Saviour: His love 


to thee is made up of miracles: No under- 
ſtanding of angels or of glorified ſpirits can 
CONCEIVE how great it is: for it paſſeth know- 
ledge. * Nevertheleſs, the holy Spirit has re- 
—— it unto thee. He loves thee, as the 
Father and the Son do, with the ſame divine 
affection. Thy debt 1s equal, thy gratitude 


ſhould be the fame to the bleſſed Trinity. In 


the ſenſe. of thine infinite obligations thou art 


to the perſon, whom thou art to ſerve, will 
make ſervice pleaſant. And thou doſt love 
thy God, He has given himſelf with every 


called upon to walk in the way of duty. Love 
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covenent bleffing to be thine, and theſe blet⸗ 
lings are to {24 enjoyed in thy walk with him. 
"With this faith look at duty. It is the ex- 
preſſion of gratitude to thy deareſt friend, 
ant it is the way to enjoy his divine friend- 
ſhip. He requires it out of love to thee, and 


would have thee to do it out of love to him. 
O! how exalted is duty, when communion 


with God is carried on by it! He would have 
thee to keep cloſe to him, in order to main- 


tain a ſenſe of his gracious preſence in thy 


heart, and ſo to walk with him as to have hi 
love to thee confirmed at every ſtep; and 
therefore thou ſhouldſt ſeek to preſerve a 
gonſtant nearneſs and holy fellowſhip with 
bim in every thing thou doeſt. This is the 
will of thy God. May it be thine, O my 


foul: Study this glorious way of goſpel duty. 


Pray to he taught it better, and to go on in 
it more ſpiritually every day. Bring it into 
all thy affairs. In thy calling as well as in 
the means of grace, in temporal as well as in 


| heavenly matters, ſet the Lord. always before 


Bees and: ſo live and act in every thing as 

to keep up communion. with thy: God and 
Father in Jefus by the grace of the holy 
Spirit. | 

"When God is thus: become the dear ob- 

jecb of thy happy heart, then eyery way 
wherein his love is to be enjoyed will become 
delightful. The time, the place, the means. 
of meeting with him will be greatly defired 


and much longed. far. Thy heart cannot but 
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be, where thy treaſure is. Thou wilt want 


no ſpur to duty, no whip to drive. thee to or- 


dinances. It will be enongh, that the Lord 
is there. As when he ſaid to David —ſeek 
ye my face —his heart replied thy face, 
Lord, will I ſeek. His heart ſaid it. His 
affections were ſet upon God, and he was 
ready to ſeek, wherever God was to be found. 
No hunted hart ever panted more after the 
water-brooks, than his foul did after God. 
His hope in doing any thing was to have 
God's gracious preſence with him. And his 
happineſs in it was to have communion with 
God. This is goſpel duty. And what a 
glorious privilege is it! O that it may be my 
happy experience thus to meet God in all his 
ways, and to enjoy him in my daily walk. 
That thou mayeſt grow in this divine fellow= 
ſhip, conſider, O my ſoul, ſome of the du- 
ties of the firſt table, and learn to practiſe 
them upon goſpel principles. The firſt and 
chief is PRAYER, which conſiſts in keeping 
up daily converſe with thy God upon all o- 
caſions. This is the breathing of the new< 
born ſoul. It wants to draw the air d hea- 
ven, and to live in its own proper element. 
There is a way opened for it unto the throne 
of glory, and the children of God may ap- 
proach it with boldneſs: for it is a throne of 
grace, and he that ſitteth upon it loves to 


hear and to anſwer their petitions. | He is 


their Father, © I go, ſays Jeſus; to my Father, 
and to your Father; my Father himfelt loveth 
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ou; aſk what ye will of him in my name, 
b will do ir. This is the beloved object of 
ape reconciled Father in 8 
art is full of tenderneſs to the complaints 
and miſeries of his family his promiſes are 
the declarations of his pure love—a depen- 
dence upon his fulfilling them does honour to 
his truth and faithfulneſs, and always brings 
down the blefling. The holy Spirit abides 
with the children of God to teach them thus 
to pray in faith. He helps their infirmities 
in prayer, ſtrengthens their graces, and be- 
ſtous on them their comforts. He enables 
them to come with boldneſs, and to have ac- 
ceſs with confidence. W hatever'their Father 
has freely promiſed to give them in Telus, 
they will aſk in faith, nothing wavering 
for they know his prormiſe cannot fall. 
They find them daily fulfilled, whereby their 
holy familiarity with their Father increaſes. 
He draws near to them, and they draw nearer 
to him. This their mutual intercourſe may 
be interrupted, but it cannot be entirely 
broken off. God is always diſpoſed to hear, 
although the believer be not always able to 
_ pray'repoicing.” It is ſtill his privilege, al- 
though he may not find any great delight in 
it; but 1f, he continue to make conſtant uſe 
ol his prividegs his delight will return, and 
God will fulfil to him the gracious promiſe 
I will make them joyful in my houſe: of 
prayer. 


Thus the child of God learns to love 
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prayer, yea, to pray without ceaſing.” He 
lives under his Father's eye, and in a de- 
pendence on his Father's care for him night 


and day. And he has hereby as true and 


laſting feHowſhip with the things of God in 
his ſoul, as he has with the things of this 
world in his body. * 

O what an exalted privilege is this ! How 


highly i is prayer hereby ennobled ! It is not a 
law duty to an abſolute God: but a gracious 
intercapirſe with a covenant God—Not prac- 


tiſed that he may love us: but becauſe he 
loves us—not to make us his children: but 


becauſe we are his children. It ſhould be 


performed always in this faith. If there be 
infirmities in it, ſuch as wandering, coldneſs, 
or the like, we are to remember that we are 
not heard for the goodneſs of our prayers, nor 
anſwered for the fervency of thgm. That 


which makes our perſons accepted obtains 


acceptance for our ſervices alſo. We and all 
we do are only accepted in the beloved: 
% For, through Jeſus Chriſt, we have an ac- 
ceſs by one Spirit unto the Father,” Eph. ii. 
18. our acceſs is through Jeſus Chriſt 
'Truſting to his fimſhed . ſalvation we enter 
into the preſence of the Father, and guided 
by the holy Spirit we pray in faith. What- 
ever we aſk in the Son's name, we know that 
we have the petitions which we deſired of him. 
This ſpiritualizes prayer, and puts glory 
upon it: becauſe there is heavenly fellowſhip 
with God in it, with the Father through the 
Son by the one Spirit. 
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Theſe are ſome of the privileges of Chriſ- 
tian prayer. Thou po oo O my ſoul, to“ 
meet thy God in it to converſe with thy 
Father to call on him for the fulfilling of 
his promiſes made in Jeſus to wait on him 
for his anſwers and to give him his glory. O 
what bleſſed ſeaſons haſt thou enjoyed in this 
communion with thy God ! How has he ma- 

nifeſted his nearneſs to thee, and bounty to- 
wards thee ! Haſt thou not found his heart 
open, his ears open, and his hands open. to 
grant thee the requeſt of thy lips? And when 
thou haſt not found ſuch fweet fellowſhip 
with thy God in prayer, yet thy dependence 
on his faithful word has been exerciſed and 
improved. Thou haſt left thy petitions with 
thy friend and advocate, truſting to that moſt 
glorious deſcription of him in Rev. vii. 3, 4. 
And another angel came and ſtood at the 
altar, having a golden cenſer, and there was 
given unto him much incenſe that he ſhould 
offerat with the prayers of all faints upon the 
golden altar, which was before the throne. 
And the ſmoke. of the incenſe which came 
with the prayers of the faints aſcended u 
before God out of the angel's hand.” 6 
thou great angel of the covenant thus preſent 
my prayers. They are nothing worth, but as 
perfumed with thy divine odours. Let them 
ever aſcend before God out of thy hand, with 
the fmoke of the incenſe of thy facrifice and 
Interceſion. Bleſſed Spirit of prayer increaſe 
my faith, that I may truſt more to a prayer 
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hearing God and Father, who is always ready 
to grant every good thing promiſed to his 
children in Chriſt Tefus. Amen. 25 
PRAlsE and prayer go together. The 
prayer of faich will afford continual matter for 
praiſe. The one is a dependegcee on God 
for every promiſed bleſſing, the other is the 
acknowledgment-of his having beſtowed it. 
Innocent man had his heart in this ſweet work. 
It was his happineſs. Every breath in para- 
dife was praife. The redeemed man has more 
reaſon. His obligations are far greater, than 
Adam was under, to his God - raiſed from 
his fall—ſaved from the guilt and miſery of 
it choſen and -called to this ſalvation by 
mere grace—through faith a partaker of it 
an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Chrift. 
O what motives are theſe to continual thank= 
fulneſs! And theſe motives are effectual, 
when the holy Spirit diſcovers the things that 
are freely given to us of God, He makes 
us ſenſible of them and thankful for them: 
for he preſerves in the foul a bleſſed poverty 
of ſpirit, an kumble abiding ſenſe of wants 
and unworthineſs, and thus he lays a ſure 
foundation for thankfulneſs. Every bleffing 
is then received with a, Why me—what am 
IJ, and what is my Father's houſe, that God 
ſhould. deal thus bountifully with me? I 
muſt refer it all to the praiſe of the glory of 
his own grace: bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
bleſſed. me with all ſpiritual bleſſings in hea» 
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thee, O Lord, holy 
laſting God: therefore with angels and arch- 


I laud and magnify thy glorious name, 


are full of thy glory. 
Lord moſt high. Amen. 


tribute of thanks. 
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venly things in Chriſt. All theſe bleſſings 
flow from the Father's love in his Son, and 
the holy Spirit has diſcovered to me that 
boundleſs ocean of love, and has often re- 
freſhed me with its life-giving ſtreams. He 
has made known to me the good pleaſure of 


the Father's will, which he had purpoſed in 


himſelf, to chooſe me by his diſtinguiſhing 


grace to be one of his children, and through 


faith in Jeſus Chriſt J read my adoption, and 
take poſſeſſion of the inheritance of children. 

Mine experience of theſe bleſſings cannot be 
queſtioned, while I am receiving out of the 
fulneſs of Jeſus grace for grace. O how great 
is my debt! It is equal to the eternal Three; 
to ſhould my gratitude be. It is very meet, 
right, and my bounden duty, that I ſhould 
at all times, and in all places give thanks unto 
Father, "almighty ever- 


angels, and with all the company of heaven, 
ver- 
more praiſing thee and ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord, God of hoſts : heaven and earth 
Glory be to thee, O 


May ſuch as this, O my foul, be thy daily. 
Conſider what thou oweſt 
to thy God —how great are his favors, how 
many, how endleſs - and beſtowed on the 
moſt unworthy. Review his goodneſs in giv- 
ing thee being, and in preſerving it. Re- 
member from how many dangers and pains he 
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has delivered thee; what health and creature 
comforts he has vouchſated of his mere 
bounty; and what a monument of his long- 
ſuffering thou art. O what a miracle! that 
one, like thee, ſhovld-be out of hell. Then 
put to the account ſpiritual fayours, what bleſ- 
ſings thou haſt: received from the Father's 
love 1n Jeſus ; what bleſſings thou art entitled 
to in him, not only in time, but alſo in eter- 
nity. Caſt up the mighty ſum, and ſay, 
How. much it is. Canſt thou tell the num- 
bers thereof? No. Is it beyond the power 
of the greateſt arithmetician. If thou couldſt 
write a figurè upon every atom in the creation, 
thou wouldſt want a new world, whereon to 
ſum up the vaſt account: for thy mercies 
reach to the heaven of heavens, and they are 
alſo everlaſting. Then conſider to whom 
thou art thus indebted. It is nat to a juſtly 
offended God, who might have glorified all 
his perfections in puniſhing thee for thy fins? 
Whereas in wonderful grace he has choſen 
and called thee to the adoption of Sons. He 
is thy Father. This 1s the ſpring of all thy 
mercies. In love he gave his Son to finiſh 
thy ſalvation. And his Spirit has brought 
thee to belie d in it, and to enjoy. it. This 
is the ſource of all thy praiſe. The object 
ot thankſgiving is thy covenant God, who 
1s related to thee in ſuch a bond of love, as 
will bring the under eternal obligations. Thou 
art therefore in all thy praiſe to remember 
thy relation to Father, Son, and Spirit, thy 
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debt to them for that moſt bleſſed relation, 
thy growing, ever growing debt. | Praiſe 
wilt pay none of it. The ſaints in glory do 
but acknowledge it. While they are praiſing 
More, the ſum is increaſing. O my foul, 
beg of thy God to give thee grace, that thine 
acknowledgments may be in fome meaſure 
like theirs. They are crying,: Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God, giving glory for the Fa- 
ther's love in Jeſus, and for their experience 
of it by the eternal Spirit. May this ſub- 
ject be thine, more ſpiritual, more holy every 
day, till it be what theirs is, perfect and 
without intermiſſion. 

Since it is thy privilege, O my ſoul, to 
pray to thy covenant God, and to praife him 
for covenant mercies, then thou wilt highly 
Ptize the holy scRIPTURES ; becauſe without 
them thou canſt not know what to pray for, 
nor what is indeed a me.'cy. Thy faith has 
nothing to ſtand upon, but the word of God, 
and nothing to praiſe him for, but mercies 
therein promiſed, and by believing received, 
O how dear then ſhould his word be to thee; 
how greatly ſtudied, how diligently heard, 
that by it thou mayeſt grow in every grace, 
which 1s needful for thy holy walk with God, 
It is the appointed means by which the holy 
Spirit acts. It is his great inſtrument in be- 
Sinning and carrying on ſpiritual life. He 
opens the underſtanding to know the ſcrip- 

tures, he inclines the will and the affections 
to receive them in the love of the truth, and 
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he influences the whole man to ſubmit to live 
under the obedience of faith. Whatever 
ſtrength, victory, comfort, or bleſſing of any 
kind he beſtows, it comes by obeying the 
truth through the Spirit. So that thou canſt. 
not go on in thy walk with God, but by con- 
ſtant and believing uſe of the ſcriptures. 
They ſhould be thy ſtudy night and day, 
heard and read carefully, mixed with faith, 
treaſured up in thy memory, received into 
thy heart, and brought into thy life, and all 
by the teaching of the holy Ghoſt, in order 
to thine enjoyment of the promiſed bleſſings 


L. of the Father's love through the Son's ſalva- 
tion. Thus the word will be the means of 


thy maintaining fellowſhip- with the” bleſſed 
Trinity. By mixing faith with it, thou wile 


be conſtantly: receiving from them covenant 


mercies : and-ſo'thou wilt go forward.” Thy 
ſteps will be ordered aright according to the 
word, and thy way will be proſperous. 
= Conſider then, O my ſoul, whether thou 
art making this uſe of the Scriptures. Doſt 
thou find them the means of thy growth in 
divine knowledge; in faith and love? Do 
they really promote thy communion” with 
God, and, on that account, are they daily 
more thy ſtudy, ànd thy delight? Never 
think of hearing or reading tem without 
r teaching of the holy Spirit, 
that ite maꝝ be the means of keeping up 
tellowfhip»ibich dy Father in Jeſus. For tliis 
end they were revealed, and if this end be 
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152 VaR or FAITH, ; 
not anſwered, they profit thee nothing. Make 
it then thy conſtant practice - before hearing, 
to pray for a ſpiritual appetite, and as new 


born babes deſire the milk, ſo thou mayeſt 


hunger and thirſt for the good word of life 


in hearing, beg of God, that thou mayeſt 


feed upon the word and digeſt it, and thine 
inward man may be nouriſhed up in the 
words of faith, and of good doctrine —after 
hearing, pray for a ſanctified memory to 
treaſure up for uſe, what thou haſt learnt, 
that as occaſion ſhall ſerve, it may be realized, 
and brought into practice, thy life and con- 
verſation being caſt into the mould of the 
word. With the ſame dependence on thy 
divine teacher read, as well as hear, the 
Icriptures. Meditate on them. Convert about 
them, expecting to find them able to make 
thee wiſe unto ſalvation through faith,” which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus, and as thy faith in him in- 


creaſes, able to bring in richer experience, of 
thy Father's love in him. | | 

How ſweet 1s prayer, how delightful is 
praiſe, how bleſſed is hearing and reading the 
word, when theſe are the means of meeting 
and converſing with God! His preſence puts 
the higheſt honour upon them, and exalts 
duty in a royal privilege : for he is preſent as 
a Father with his children. O what a dignity 
is it to have God for our Father! What an 
happineſs to have free fellowſhip with him in 
this deareſt relation] In thy daily hearing and 


reading his word, obſerve, O my foul, what 
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is ſpoken of this holy fellowſhip; and ſeek 


to maintain it, and to improve it in every 

appointed way, particularly in keeping the 

command of thy dying Friend. ; 
DO this in remembrance of me, When his 


| diſciples meet together for this purpoſe, then 


place the whole dependence of thy heart upon 
thy crucified Saviour, Conſidering the in- 
finite and everlaſting efficacy of the ſacrifice 
of his body and ſoul to take away fin, draw 
neAr in faith to feaſt upon it: for his fleſh is 
meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. 
Look well to the end of the Inſtitution. It 
was not only to remind thee of, but alſo to 
convey to thee, all the bleſſings of that one 
offering, which perfects for ever. It was to 
teach thee, that thy ſpiritual life, and every 
grace and comfort of it are as dependent upon 
Chriſt crucified, as the life of thy body is 
upon the meat and drink of this world. Th 

life comes from his death. Thy life is nouriſh- 
ed by feeding upon Chriſt thy paſſover, who 
was ſacrificed for thee, He intended by the 
bread to point out unto thee his body, and 


by the wine his blood—by eating and drink- 


ing them, thy taking him and living upon 
him—by thy- bodily 1 received from 
them, the nouriſhment of thy ſoul, by eating 


his fleſh and drinking his blood. He would 
have thee to look through the ſigns to the 
things ſignified.» Thou art not to reſt in the 
outward act, but to reſt in the promiſe in the 
word of God, Thy faith is not to be exers$ 
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ciſed about the Lord's ſupper as a duty; but 
it is to be exerciſed upon his word; and what 
he has therein promiſed to make it, that 
thou art to expect in taking it. He appointed 
it to be the means of communicating with 
him, and of thy enjoying fellowſhip with him 
in his ſufferings. It is a ſpiritual believing 
act, in which thou art invited to partake of 
the paſchal lamb. It is the Lord's paſſover; 
and will certainly anſwer every purpoſe, for 
which he inſtituted it. He appointed it to 
be the means of ſafety from the deſtroyer, 


of deliverance from bondage, of free and 


full forgiveneſs of all fins, of an happy paſ- 
ſage through the red ſea, and of the everlaſt- 
ing poſſeſſion of the promiſed inheritance. 
For theſe gracious purpoſes the Father's love 
gave his Son to be a lamb ſlain, and then a 
lamb feaſted on: and the holy Spirit makes 
it a feaſt indeed; It is to the believing re- 
ceiver ſpiritually, whatever the paſſover was 
to the Jews on their coming out of Egypt. 
It is a communion with the bleſſed Trinity 


with the Father for providing ſuch a banquet 


of love with the Son for giving himſelf to 
be a lamb ſlain, and to be a. ſpiritual repaſt to 
his people in earth and in heaven with the 
holy Spirit for rendering the bread Which is 
broken the communion of the body of Chriſt, 
of bleſſing to the communion 


of the blood of Chriſt. Communion ſignifies 
union with the believer united to Chriſt 
one with Chriſt a member in lis body, lives 
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in him, and on him, has communications 
of life, nouriſhment, ſtrength, comfort, &c. 
as the members have from their union with 
the head. He has a real inward fellowſhip- 
with Jeſus, in his croſs: and paſſion, in his re- 
ſurrection and aſcenſion, in his interceſſion, 
and fitting at the right hand of the majeſty on 
high. Hed communicates now with Jeſus in 
all the bleſſings of: his Father's love, and will 
communicate with him 1n all his Father's 
glory. O what a privilege 1s the Lord's Sup- 
per, when it is thus the means of communion 
with the Son, and with his Father through 
the Spirit! What an honour is it to be ad- 
mitted to a feaſt inſtituted by the Lamb of 
God, and for the enjoyment of the love of 
God! What a bleſſing is it to ſit down now 
to the marriage ſupper of the Lamb, and to 
partake by faith of its ſpiritual realities and 
delights | There is nothing beyond this upon 
earth, and it has ſometimes been to the be- 
lieving receiver, a foretaſte of heaven. Yes, 
bleſſed be God, it has been, even to thee, O 
my ſoul, unworthy as thou art of .one crumb 
from the maſter's table, a feaſt of fat things, 
of wines kept, even of fat things, full of 
marrow, of wines kept and well refined, 
And when thou haſt not been ſo highly feaſt- 
ed, yet thou haſt enjoyed ſolid communion. 
Partaking of the bread and wine according 
to the Lord's inſtitution, and depending on 
the Lord's promiſe, thou haſt been fed and 
nouriſhed at his table. The virtue of the 
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Spirit has been put forth in thy heart, and 
thou haſt as truly by faith, eat the fleſh, and 
drank the blood of * Son of man, as as thou 
didſt eat the bread and drink the wine. It 
Was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a communion: being 
united to Chriſt, thou waſt a partaker of 
Chriſt, and hadſt fellowſhip with him in his 
life and death. O pray for more of this. 

Beg of the holy Spirit to increaſe thy com- 
munion with Jeſus, that thou mayeſt live 
more in him and on him, and thereby enjoy 
more of the love of thy heavenly Father. 
Plead his promiſe, and expect the fulfilling of 
it; „He that eateth my fleſh and arinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him: As 
the living Father hath ſent me, and I live by 
the Father, fo he that © ern me, even he ſhall 
live by me, Jobn vi. 56, 

Viewing the duties of Me firſt table in this 
light, how exalted are they, and ſpiritual ! 
What a glory does 1t put upon them, that the 
behever has fellowſhip with the eternal Three, 
and in prayer and praiſe, in hearing and read- 
ing the word, and at the Lord's Supper he en- 
Joys their covenant mercies, partaking of 
them now as really by faith, as ever he will 
by ſenſe in heaven ! The law written and en- 
graven in ſtones was glorious, but the law 
thus written upon his heart excelleth in glory. 

The two firſt tables of ſtone were broken, 

the other two are loſt : but no time ſhall de- 
face the writing of the holy Spirit. The new 
heart turned in love to God, ſhall keep his 
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- imprefſion for ever. He then ſhould reſt ſe- 
curely upon this: becauſe he has undertaken - 
to abide for ever with his own people, that 
the purpoſes of the Father's love, and the 
bleſſings of the Son's ſalvation may be always 
enjoyed by them. In remembrance of this 
great truth they keep the 

Lory's-Day. They reſt on it from labour, 
declaring thereby their belief of the reſt, 
which the eternal Three have provided in 
Jeſus—a reſt in their fouls—grven without 
their labour and pains—ſecured to them by 
covenant—kept for them by almighty power 
—a ſabbath remaining for the people of God, 
into which they ſhall, as certainly enter, as 
Jefus their forerunner has entered. Sabbath 
ſignifies a day of reſt. It was fet apart in 
memory of God's finiſhing the works of the 
firſt, creation: and is obſerved now in me- 
mory of his finiſhing the works of the new 
creation? The end for which the world was 
made will be anſwered ſoon; and then 1t, and 
all the works therein ſhall be burnt up, and 
the place of them found no more: but the 
glorious work of the God-man ſhall: endure 
tor ever. In honour of this greateſt work of 
God we keep the Lord's-day. It is his Sab- 
bath—a day eternally famous for his finiſhing 
the work of ſalvation, and entering into his 
reſt, © And we who have believed, ſays the 
apoſtle, do enter into reſt.” We do enter 
into it now by faith, and we ſhare with him 
in his Sabbath, The atonement which he 
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made, the righteouſneſs which he wrought 
out, the victory which he obtained, the 
works which he perfected for ever, and the 
glory which he now inherits, we enjoy at 
preſent by believing, and enter upon the 
poſſeſſion of them. According to our faith, 
ſuch is our reſt. He that believes without 
doubt or wavering in the finiſhed ſalvation of 
Jeſus, he will have the peace of God ruling 
in his conſcience, he will experieyſce the per- 
fe& love of God to him, which will make 
him reſt in his love to God, and then he will 
delight himſelf in the ways of God. I his is 
the chriftian Sabbath. It conſiſts in reſting 
upon Jeſus, and in depending upon his hav- 
ing finiſhed the works of redemption, and 
then in living upon them for our ſouls, as 
much as we do upon the works of creation 
for our bodies. 

Sweet 1s the day of reſt, ſpent 1n this holy 


employme nn Happy time! ſet apart for 
{piritual intercourſe with God, and conſe- 


| —— for keeping up fellowſhip with him in 


his fatherly love in Jeſus, and for receiving 
from him communications of his graces and 
bleſſings. Thrice happy day! in which this 
fellowſhip 1s kept up, and theſe graces and 
bleſſings are enjoyed. By this heavenly con- 
verſe the inward man is renewed with grow- 
ing ſtrength: his faculties are enlarged; and 


their happineſs is increaſed. By which means 


he comes nearer to the ſpiritual reſt of the 


heavenly ſabbath. He calls it his delight, 
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holy of the Lord, honourable : becauſe the | I 
end of its inſtitution is anſwered to him, and 3 
he has on it happy communion with his God. i 
When ,he draws near to God in his appointed 
ways, he finds God in them, and experiences 
his loving kindneſs, which is better than life 
itſelf. Bleſſed is the man, who is thus highly 
favoured. He enters within the veil into the 
holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, and finds a moſt 
loving Father upon a throne of. grace. In 
every ſervice on the Lord's-day, he ſeeks a 
more intimate acquaintance and more ſpiritual 
fellowſhip with him. His very heart is en- 
gaged in this work. Nis ſoul thirſteth, and his 
very fleſh longeth to meet God, as he has met 
him in the ſanctuary. Therem he has found. 
communications of grace, which have ren- 
dered the ordinances delightful indeed. He 
rejoices in hqpes of meeting God, and of 
drawing — him in prayer, of praiſing. * 
him ſtill more and more for his abundant 
mercies, of hearing the reviving ſound of 
goſpel grace, and of everlaſting love, and of 

< receiving it not as the word of man, but as 
it is in truth the word of God, and of ſitting- 
down to the banquet of heaven in communion: 
with Chriſt crucified, through him partaking 
of the Father's love by the Spirit's influence. 
Bleſſed is he of the Lord, who is thus ſpi- 
ritual in ſabbath duties. By keeping up 
conſtant communion with God in them his 
bleſſedneſs is increaſing. Ie is already in 
\ poſſeſſion of the ſame: things, which his, 
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elder brethren are enjoying in heaven: and 
he will become more heavenly minded, 
while he maintains daily fellowſhip with the 
eternal Three in their covenant offices and 
bleſſings. 
Conſider, G my ſoul, that theſe privileges 
are thine. Look well to thine improvement 
of them. Remember, thou art already, b 
belieying, entered into reſt. Thy ſabbath is 
begun—a day, whoſe ſun ſhall never ſet— 
whoſe glory ſhall ſhine brighter fer ever- 
more. May thine enjoyment of this reſt, 
which 1s ſo glorious, be growing, until thou 
attain to the eternal ſabbath. O pray thy 
Lord to lift up the light of his countenance 
upon thee, to vouchſate thee more of the 
love of his heart, and more of the bounty of 
his hand, more communion with .him, and 


_ 
. 


more communications from him, that thou 


mayeſt be growing up into Jeſus in all things, 

and be ready whenever he calls thee, to enter 

in with him into his perfect reſt. | 
Thus the firſt table duties are kept. By 


the teaching of the Spirit they become goſpel 


privileges. When he makes us new creatures 
in Chriſt Jeſus, then we take the Three in Je- 
hovah to be our God. We know our Father 
in Chriſt, believe in him and love him. We 
will have no other Gods, but him. We give 
his honour to none, his name to none, our 
time and heart ſervice to none, but him. His 
love made known to us, engages our affec- 


tions, and puts us upon ſceking fellowſhip 
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with him in all appointed ways. Tea, the 
more we know of his perfect love to us, the 
more we are diſpoſed to love him, and to 
witneſs it in every thing we do. It becomes 
our ſtudy to walk before him in all well plea- 
ſing : for we find it our happineſs. Whether 
we eat or drink, riſe up, or he down to reſt, 
follow our worldly calling, or have any deal- 
ings with men, we endeavour to do all in 
faith, This makes the common things of 
life ſpiritual actions: becauſe in them we 
maintain intercourſe with God. This is, in- 
deed, the heavenly temper of the children 
of the moſt High. They ſeek the preſence, 
and the bleſſings of their Father in Jeſus in 
all they do. They are taught to live in a 
ſimple dependence upon him. They acknow- 
ledge this dependence by looking up to him 

for every thing needful, and having received 
it by giving him all his glory. Then they 
are returned in heart and life to that God, 
from hom they had departed by unbelief. 
Moſt bleſſed return! For now the old fin- 
ful nature with its affections and luſts is par- 
doned, and thereby they have loſt their do- 
minion. They have no right to exerciſe their 
tyranny any longer. The baſe ſelfiſh tempers, 
which rendered a man a pl to others, and 
often a burden to himſelf, are dethroned. 
The pardoning them in ſubduing them. Theſe 
always go together. They keep the under- 
ſtanding in darkneſs, but now it is light in the 
Lord. They blinded the conſcience and made 
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it inſenſible, but no it has ſeen its guilt, and 
has found peace with God. The heart was 
engaged in their ſervice, but now God has 
ſet up his throne in it, and ſweetly rules over 
the affections. Thus a free pardon brings a 
man into liberty. He ceaſeth to be a ſlave 
ta his ſelfiſh tempers. A full pardon brings 
him full victory over them: for then he has 
the blood of Jeſus to cleanſe him from all ſin, 
and the Spirit of Jeſus. to ſubdue all fin. 
He is taken into the protection of Chriſt, and 
is his free man. None ſhall make him a ſlave. 


I be Spirit of Chriſt rules in him, and makes 


him willing to live under the reign of grace: 
> He dwells and abides with him to preſerve in 
his heart the love of God, and to produce in 
it the proper fruits of that love towards men. 
Thus he brings the ſinner to love the | 
DuriEs OF THE SECOND TABLE, which our 
Lord has ſummed up in one ſentence 
Phoufhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.“ 
This love was loſt at the fall. Nothing is in 
mankind; by nature, but ſelf ſnneſs. He is a 
lave to diverſe luſts and pleaſures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful and hating one an- 
other. Every age has felt this malady, and 
complained of it. But no human means have 
been able to remedy it. Fine ſyſtems of 
ethics, and beautiful plans of natural religion 
have been tried; the aid of ſtrong reaſoning, 
aſſiſted with the forces of logic and metaphy- 
afics, has been called in, but all in vain. Selfiſh 
tempers broke through their cobweb argu- 
ments, and ſported with their imaginary 
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bonds. Sometimes they poliſhed the outſide 
a little, and made a man a courtier: he looked 
and ſmiled, and ſeemed to love; but they 
did not reach his heart. This is the prero- 
gative of the Lord God. He only, who made 
us creatures, can make us new creatures, 
And until we are new born of God, we 
have every thing in us oppoſite to brotherly 
love. But when we are born of the Spirit, 
then we are taught of him to love one ano- 
ther. He teaches it, and he enforces it. His 
leſſons are entirely practical. He not only 
informs the underſtanding, but alſo influences 
the affections. Having diſpoſed and enabled 
the heart. to love God, he evidences the 
power of this divine love by its genuine fruits 
towards men. Theſe are inſeparable from 
their cauſe. Divine love is never without 
brotherly love: for ſo far as the love of God 
is felt, it produces loving tempers. It opens 
and enlarges the heart, as the warm beams of 

the ſun. open and, expand the flowers. The 
agency, which performs. this, is almighty. 
The holy Spirit having begotten the new na- 
ture writes upon it the law of love. He keeps 
it willing to reſiſt, and makes it able to over- 
come, the , ſelfiſh;tempers of the old man. 
The apoſtle Peter has given us a delightful 
deſcription of the manner of the divine pro- 
ceeding herein, 1 Pet. i. 21, 22, 23. Chriſt 
was manifeſt in thoſe laſt times for you, who 
by him do believe in God, that raiſed him up 
from the dead, and gave him glory, that your 


” 
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faith and hope might be in God: ſeeing ye 
have purified your ſouls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, ſee that ye love one another with a 


pure heart fervently : being born again, not 


of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever.“ The chriſtians to whom he writes 
were partakers of the new birth, they were 
born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of 
incorruptible. The holy Spirit was the au- 
thor of their regeneration. The word of 
truth was the means which he made uſe of, 
they obeyed the truth through the Spirit. By 
believing it they were begotten again to a 
lively faith and hope in God. They evi- 
denced their love to him by their unfeigned 


love of the brethren : they loved him that 


begat, and loved thoſe alſo that were begot- 


ten of him. From whence it appears, that 


the love of the brethren 1s not in the heart by 
nature, but is from the grace of the holy 
Spirit. He gives a new heart, and he ſheds 
abroad in it the love of God, which by his 
influence works mightily in oppoſing and 
overcoming our ſelfiſh tempers, and in eſta- 
bliſhing the practice of ſecond table duties. 
"Theſe ſpring from divine love. The holy 
Spirit joins them together, as the cauſe and 
the effect. He teaches no man to love God 


without teaching him alſo to love the brethren. 


He rains and ſhines upon the tree of love: 
under his cultivation it thrives: He brings 
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forth the ſweet and loving tempers of the 
new man, and they bear fruit abundantly, 
And bleſſed fruit it is: for God has great 
glory from it, and men much-good: Love 
thinketh, ſpeaketh, and doeth no evil. Yea, 
it cannot be in the heart, without a deſire to 
do good to all men, eſpecially unto them that 
are of the houſhold of faith—to do good to 
their bodies and ſouls—to give honour to 
whom honour is due—to preſerve their lives 
their property—their chaſtity—their good 
name—to bear no falſe witneſs, but always 
to ſpeak the truth of them—and to ' covet 
none. of their bleſſings, either ſpiritual or 
temporal, This is morality—chriſtian mo- 


rality—for it is learnt. no where but in the 


ſchool of Chriſt. What his Spirit teaches, 
he enables alſo to perform, which moral per- 
ſuaſion cannot. He gives a will and a power 
to put off the ſelfiſh tempers of the old man, 
and to put on the loving graces of the new . 
man : Theſe graces he preſerves by his al- 
mighty agency, and calls them into daily 
practice, through faith working by love — love 


to God from a ſenſe of his infinite goodneſs 


and love to man for God's ſake. Thus 


the ſecond table duties, when done out of 


gratitude to God for his infinite mercies, help 
the believer on in his walk heavenwards, and 
are the means of maintaining conſtant fellow- 
ſhip with his Ged. 

Is this, O my ſoul, thy happy experience? 
Examine carefully, What are thy tempers? 
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What is thy practice, with reſpect to loving 
thy neighbour as thyſelf ? There is great 
complaint in the world of the want: of bro- 
therly love. And no wonder. It cannot be 
in them, who are wholly lovers of themſelves. 
But may not the ſame complaint be taken u 
of the houſehold. and family of faith? Are 
not the children of the ſame Father deficient 
in brotherly love? Yes, they are. Too, too 
often they live below their privilege, and 
thereby bring great diſhonour upon God, and 
give great offence to men. Be humbled, O 
my ſdul, for thine own failing. Remember, 
what reaſon thou haſt to mourn for the infir- 
mities of thy love how barren it is in its: 
proper fruits how cold, when it ſhould be 
teryent—how polluted, when it ſhould be 
pure how covetous when it ſhould be libe- 
ral. Haſt thou duly: attended to the cauſe of 
this, and does it grieve: thee to thy heart?! 
Wouldſt thou be ſaved from ſelf- love, and in- 
.creaſe in brotherly love, yet more and more? 
Since this is thy caſe, meditate carefully upon 
what 1s promiſed, and pray earneſtly for what 
is provided, for the ſubduing of thoſe tem- 
pers which are enemies to brotherly love, and. 
which, if not ſubdued, will hinder: thee from 
enjoying the love of God in thy walk with: 
Am. 3 
Firſt, conſider thy ſtate. © Thou art a par- 
doned ſinner, not under the law, b under 
grace freely, fully ſaved from the guilt of 
all thy ſins. There is none to condemn, 
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God having juſtified thee. He ſees thee in 
his Son, waſhed thee in his blood, clothed in 
his righteouſneſs, and he embraces him and 
thee, the head and the members with the 
ſame affection. 

. Secondly, Conſider what is promiſed to them 
who are in Chriſt. Sin ſhall not have domi- 
nion over them. Pardoned fin ſhall not reign. 
It cannot, for it is dethroned. Thou art 
therefore free from its bondage. Stand faſt 
in this liberty. Now the condemning power 

of fin is taken out of thy conſcience} make 
uſe of the grace provided in Jeſus to deliver 
thine heart from the love of it, and thy con- 
verſation from the ſlaviſh ſervice of it. And 
remember this grace is almighty. Truſt in 
it, and thou ſhalt. be ſaved — the tyranny 
of every ſin. Therefore, 

Thirdly, read the great charter of grace, 
and mark to what glorious privileges thou 
art entitled. Being ſaved from the guilt of 
all ſin, and having a promiſe of being ſaved 
from the dominion of all ſin, as the Lord's 
free man, thou art by faith to claim thy 
birth- right and to enjoy it. Since Chriſt has 
given thee liberty, to whom ſhouldſt thou be 
a ſlave? Put off cherefore. the old man with 
his luſts and deeds: ſerve him no longer: 
it is a bleſſed part of redemption to be ſaved 
from his ſervice. God be thanked, that he 
may be put off, as a garment, which you 
have done with, and will put on no more. 
Away with it, it is filthy and abominable, al- 
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together. Yea, worſe {till : the plagyee is in 
it. Death and hell are in it: for the old 
man, ſinful nature, thus to be put off, is 
a body of ſin, and ſelfiſh tempers are his 
members, ſuch as anger, wrath, malice, lies, 
inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, and 
covetouſneſs, Which is idolatry. Theſe muſt 
be put off, or they will be always plotting 
and acting againſt brotherly love. Therefore 
the new man, renewed in the ſpirit of his 
mind, oppoſes them, and is mighty through 


God to mortify them. By the ſame power 


he puts on, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindavk, hum- 
bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, 
forgiveneſs of injuries, even as Chriſt forgave 
him, ſo he forgives: and unto all theſe graces 
he puts on love, which is the complete. bind- 
ing of them together. What an amiable 


character is here of the new man! He is cre- 


ated anew in Chriſt Jeſus, that he may exer- 
ciſe every kind and benevolent temper to the 
brethren. He is renewed in his heart to the 


_unteigned ! love of them; and is enabled to 


maniteſt it by every work and labour of love. 
And leaſt the vile tempers of the old man, 
ſtill in being, although dethroned, ſhould get 


dominion again, he is ſtrengthened mightily 


by the Spirit in the inner man to crucify 


them day by day. Since this is hard work, 


conſiſting of continual and ſevere ſelf-denial, 


no leſs then in cutting off right hand, and in 


plucking out right eye, luſts; for thine en- 


- cburagement to perlevere, conſider, 
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Fourthly, that thou art in Chriſt a member 
in his body and in hiin thou haſt perfect and 
eternal redemption from the old man of ſin 


with his affectons and luſts. The more this is 


believed, the more will the fruits of it appear. 
Faith in the abſolute and everlaſting victory of 


thy glorified head will animate thee as one of 


his members-to reſiſt thy vanquiſhed foes, 
knowing thou art a partaker of his victory, 
and in his ſtrength, and to his glory, thou art 
fighting againſt them. In him thou haſt al- 
ready conquered. In him thou ſhalt be more 
than a conqueror. Reckon thyſelf therefore 
to be dead indeed unto fin, but alive unto 
God in Jeſus Chriſt thy Lord. And depend 


on him for the power of his death, that he 


may put it forth in thee, and mortify fin, and 
for the power of his reſurrection to quicken 
thee to newneſs of life. Thy communion 
with him in his death and reſurrection will be 
in proportion to thy faith. If_thou'beheveſt 
ſtedfaſtly, that thou art op wich him, thou 
wilt find the effect of it in ſtedfaſt commu- 
nion. Cleave then to him, as a branch in 
the vine. Planted together in the likeneſs 
of his death, thou wilt find virtue coming 
from him to crucify thy ſelfiſh tempers. 
Planted together in the likeneſs of his reſur- 
rection, thou wilt find virtue coming from 
him to keep thee alive to God. To this fel- 
lowſhip with Jeſus thu art crucified. Thou 
haſt a right to communicate with him in his 
life and death, And whiftl thou art enjoying 
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it-by the faith of the Son of God, fin ſhall 


have no more dominion over thee, than it 
has over him. This being thy glorious birth- 
right, O my ſoul, put honour upon it. En- 
joy it in the peace of thy conſcience, and in 
the love of thy heart. Read thy perfect re- 
demption in Jeſus from every thing oppoſite 
to brotherly love, and improve this thy ex- 
perience. As there is ſufficient grace pro- 
miſed and provided for thee, ſee thou make 
uſe of it and manifeſt it openly in thy tem- 
pers and in thy walk ! For conſider, 

Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls upon 
thee to give glory to him for his love to thee 
by exerciſing love toward the brethren: and 
thou art bound to this by a thouſand ties. 
Has he loved thee freely, doſt thou know it, 
and is the grateful ſenſe of it upon thy heart? 
How then can it be hid? It cannot; it will 
manifeſt itſelf, as light does. The Father 
has choſen thee in his Son, that he might 
communicate to thee of his goodneſs, and he 
has made thee a child of light, that thou 
mighteſt reflect the rays of his goodneſs upon 
others. Thou art to ſhew forth the praiſes 
of him that hath called thee out of darkneſs 
into his marvellous light. He hath called 
thee out of the deadneſs and blindneſs of thy 
natural ſtate, and hath enlightened thee with 
the light of life. How marvellous, that it 
ſhould ever ſhine upon thee ! Marvellous in- 
* deed, that thou ſhouldſt ſhine, as a light, in 
the world ! Admire this grace. Let others 
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admire it with thee, by ſeeing the reality, and 
by feeling the comfort of it. As the ſun not 
only enlightens, but alſo enlivens with his 
fruitful rays tlie face of thei earth, and cheers 
every creature upon it: ſo let thy light ſhine 
before men. Give them clear proof of thy 
love to God by thy love to them: let them 
feel the bleſſed fruits of it, that they may ſee 
thy good works, and glorify thy Father who 
is in heaven. Love in thy heart will ſhew it= 
ſelf, It will communicate its gracious rays 
and the Father of lights will have the praiſe. 
This ſhould be thine end, as it is his. Uc 
aims at his own glory in all his mercies: 
this aim ſhould be thine alſo. - Thy Father 
calls upon thee to do good to others, that he 
may. be glorified thereby. O what an high 
calling is. thine! What an honour does God 
put upon thee. Thou art to bring him glory 
from men from his own children: for their 
bowels are to be refreſhed by thee - and from 
others, that whereas they would ſpeak againſt 
thee as an evil doer,, they may by thy god 
works which they ſhall behold, 1 'God 
in the day of viſitation; .,Aim-at;chs r: 2 
at no motive to do good to men below! 
glory of God. And remember, thy —.— 
it may be the means of his viſiting them 8 
he viſifed thee, with his great ſalvatio 

bleſſed fruit Of brotherly ye "10ay by Xi th the 
happy Effect af- ee ſhining Haforę men. 
May God be daily henoured by it, * the 


comfort, and it; it pleaſe. him; * Mae 
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of his people be thereby promoted. Yea, 


Lord, this is my prayer, My heart ſays, 


Amen. 

I thou findeſt it very difficult to live in the 
conſtant practice of brotherly love, meditate, 
O my ſoul, upon the goſpel: motives for an 
increaſe of faith, and ſeek for the promiſed 
aſſiſtance to enable thee to love others as God 
hath loved thee. Above all, expect the ef- 
fectual teaching of the holy Ghoſt. He only 
can write this delightful law upon the heart— 
the fair impreſſion of it is kept by his power 
and the exerciſe of it m thy tempers, and 


walk is the work of his grace. O pray then 
for a conſtant ſupply of the Spirit, that in all 
thy dealings with mankind it may appear 


thou haſt been with Jeſus. Set his moſt 
amiable life before their eyes. Give them 
reaſon to honour his bene ficence, from thy 
copying it legibly after him. Let his love 
to thee be glorified from thy labour of love 
to them. Study to ſhew forth his praiſes, 
and go about doing good, as he did, And 
hereby convince the world, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was the greateſt moralift, and that his diſ- 
eiples come the neareſt to the perfect pat- 
tern of their maſter; as a pon of our own 
obſerves— - 
* Talk ol bleeding love! 


Thou maker of new morals to mankind ! 
The grand morality is Idve of thee. 


The love of Jeſus teaches and enforces the 


the * of the brethren, © The Spirit of 8 
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ſus writes it upon the heart, and makes it 
practical in the life. And thus the two tables 
are joined together: and love to him that 
begat produces love to them that are begot- 
ten of him. When the happy believer is 
walking in this love to his Father, and to his 


family, then he will live in the obſervance of 


the duties, which relate to himſelf: for he 
was taught them, when he returned in his 
heart to God. And every ſtep he walks with 
God is in the practice of them. 2 
The firſt temptation was an offer of inde- 
pendence “ Ye ſhall be as Gods - man was 
drawn away by it, and fell from his high 


eſtate. Still this mother ſin is fruitful in fal- 


len man. In great mercy: there is a-pardon 
provided, and: in the way of receiving the 
pardon, there is a remedy for it. The in- 
finite wiſdom of God ſo contrived the Way of 
our recovery, that without Chriſt we can do 
nothing. His ſalvation undertaken and finiſh- 
ed for us, his falvation applied to us, the 
bleſſings of his” ſalvation enjoyed by us in 
time, and in eternity, are the free 4 of his 
free grace. He is the author. He is the 
finiſher.) He carries it on from firſt ta laſt, 
All our ſufficiency is of him. We cannot 
without him, ſo much as think a goo 
thought. Therefore. his redeemed. people 
are brought off from all truſt in any other 
object, and are taught to place their whole 
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ndence for ſalvation, and for every thing 
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that ce panies it, upon the e Jeſus 
Chrift, 

To this end the holy Spirit, the FO con- 
vincer of ſin, had made them acquainted with 
themfelves. He had awakened them to a 
right knowledge of their ſtate, of which 
they had not deen ſenſible before; and they 
found that they were fallen and apoſtate crea- 
tures. He ſhewed then ſin in its exceeding 
ſinfulneſs, and they taſted ſome of the bitter 
fruits of it: they felt in what a dreadful con- 
dition their departure from God had eff them 
—[o ignorant that they could not by any hu- 
man means attain to the leaſt ſaving know- 
ledge of God ſo guilty, that let them do all 
they could, till the condemning; ſentence of 
the law ſtood out againſt them—ſo unholy, 
that ſoul and body were ſold under ſin; and 
ready to every unholy' word and work—ſo 
utterly helpleſs, that it was impoſſible they 
ſhould of themſelves attain true happineſs, or 


eſcape deſerved. miſery. The holy Spirit 


taught them theſe leſſons practically. His 


| Son Action carried demonſtration with ät. He 


not 6hly- made them fell their guilt ard their 
danger; but he alſo opened a way for: par- 
Jon and-fgfety. He led them to Jeſusg and 
in Mm they Wund every ching needful for 
Agifalvation—treaſuted for therwby' the 
fre co chant love bÞ the Hacker Aſecure d to 
tler wyiene auge 6f an covchant condi- 
A649 ING hüt and desu the Godzman 
and received by the faith of the operation of 


3 " : 
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the Holy Ghoſt : By whom they, were made 
new , creatures in Chriſt Jeſus members 
under him, their head---vnited as intimately as 


the branches are to the yine---and living by 
and in and on him, every moment, and for 
every thing. Thus, the glorifier of Jeſus 
teaches all his members to depend upon the 
Ineſs of their head, and he abides with 
Wen in order to keep them in this de- 
pendence. He teſttfies to them of Jeſus.— 
1 Ic is your whole ſalvation, your all in all; 
ou have not, you never will have, any 

& thing, to glory in, but in the Lord what 
5+, ever good you receive comes from his grace 
5 --whateyer evil you eſcape, is from, hg 
50 blefling---and if ever you have eternal life, 
«+ it, will be the free gift of God in Chriſt Je- 
4% ſus. Your: bodies, allo, are dependent on 
6 him, as well as your ſouls: perional, fa- 


& mily, national mercies are his royal Favours, 


and beltowed out of his ſovereign bounty.” 
Thus he teaches! belieyers. He humbles them, 
that they may exalt the Saviour. He makes 


thom poor iu ſpirit, that they may live upon 


his riches. He keeps them ſonſible of their 


own emptineſs, that they may be making con- 


ſtant uſe of the Saviour's fulneſs, and living 
in an abſolute dependence upon him for 
everything. While they hive thus by. the 
faith of the Son of Cod, every high thought 
is brought into ſubpklion to him. Pride is 
daily mortified. Self. complacency. is abhor- 
red. Self-admiration 1 is abominable. Humi- 
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lity is become their clothing, and they cannot 
put it off; 4 2 every moment they are 
making ve: of it. Sins, wants, miſeries, 
temptations, Kc are continually reminding 


them ob their vileneſs, and of God's good- 


neſs. And this truth, enforced by the holy 
Spirit, makes them willing to learn of Jeſus 
to be meek and lowly. They become 'teach- 
able ſcholars, ' and fit” very low at his 'feet, 
where they attain to true humility of heart. 


And this influtnces their whole behaviour. 


In a deep and abiding ſenſe of their entire 


finfulneſs and helpleſſneſs, they lothe them- 


ſelves before God, and walk humbly before 
men. They feel they are of themſelves no- 
thing but fin, and if left to themſelves can be 

g but miſery, therefore they put their 


' whole  %ult and confidence ina covenant 


God, and his free grace has from them all its 
glory. | 

What is thy knowledge, O my hl, and 
what is thine experience of this Chriſtian po- 
verty of ſpirit? Art thou acquainted with it 
in the ground of thine heart, and is it in, thy 
daily pratitce ? Examine thyſelf, and wich di- 


ligence: for it is a molt bleſſed grace, ad- 
vanced to high honour in the court of fſeſus. 


To it he has _ many exceeding great and 


precious promiſes. O pray to bin for this 


royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet, and 
hear his leſſons. He teaches as man cannot. 
He recommends, he gives, the grace of hu- 
mility. He makes his ſcholars truly humble 
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in heart. Obſerve his abaſing doctrine, and 
may all within thee bow to the powertof ir. 

Obſerve, how he humbles the ſinner- He 
convinces him of his ſinful ſtate, of the cor- 
ruption of his whole nature, and of the 
depravity of every faculty of ſoul and body. 
The finner is made to feel it, and to--live 
under the ſenſe of it. And in order to faſten 
the conviction, clearer diſcoveries are daily 
made of this corruption: for it is a myſtery 
of iniquity. There is no tracing to the bot- 
tom its deep-laid devices and never-cealing 
workings. The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked: who can 
know it ? There is not a man upon earth 
who knows all that may be known of the ex- 
ceeding finfulnels of fm, and of his on ſin- 
fulnefs. When the Lord, who ſearcheth the 


heart, has laid open ſome of its infinite evil, 


he continues to diſcover more. E. very! day 


brings to light ſtrange workings of corruption. 
The convinced ſihner has deeper views of his 


helplefſnels, and of his unworthineſs. And 
after many vain legal trials, he at laſt findsat 
impoſſible for him to do any thing, for which 
God ſhould pardon him and fave chim. Thus 


he is laid low with his mouth in the duſt 


Behold, I am vile, filthy; and, abominable 
altogether ; I abhor. myſelf, and repent in 
duſt and aſhes. 

Theſe are the humbling leſſons which the 
holy Spirit teaches. He convinces the ſinner; 


that there is neither help nor hope in n hitnſelk; 
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and ſo leaves him nothing to truſt in, but the 
ſalvation provided in Jeſus by covenant love, 
and given freely by grace. And the manner 


of receiving this ſalvation is ſuch as cuts off 


all occaſion of boaſting: for faith is the only 
means appointed of God, and faith is his 
gift . not beſtowed upon the worthy, but upon 
the .ungodly---not for any merit in them, or 
for any terms or conditions which they have 
performed, or ever will perform, but by an 
att of abſolute ſovereignty, to the praiſe of the 


glory of his own grace. He will have mercy 
| becauſe he will have mercy. O humbling 


conſideration! How low does it bring the 
finner! How muſt his proud heart be 
abaſed, while he feels himſelf a debtor for 
every thing good to the mere will and plea- 
ſure of God! And ſo long as he enjoys thoſe 


good things, he is kept poor in ſpirit, be- 


cauſe he has none of them in himſelf. They 
are laid up in the fulneſs of Jelus, are to be 
had from thence only by faith, and are re- 
ceived as the ſenſe of his wants leads the 
believer to make uſe of them. Living by 


Faith is the death of ſelfl-importance. Then 


the loftineſs* of man is bowed down, the 


haughtineſs of man is made low, and the 


Lord alone is exalted. 

Obſerve, O my ſoul, what an honour God 
has put upon this grace. . Before honour is 
humility.” Whom God honours he hum- 


-bles firſt. He giveth grace to the humble: 


becauſe the humble give him all his glory. 


* 
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The higheſt throne whichhe has upon earth is in 
the humbleſt heart. To it he vouchſates his 
conſtant preſence, and makes the greateſt 
communications of his love: “ For thus 
faith the high. and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with bim alſo that is of 
a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive the 
pirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones.“ O what an honour is 
here promiſed to the humble 1 The greateſt- 
they can have on this ſide of heaven. God 
will dwell with them; and what a bleſſing? 
and his temple ſhall be in the humblecheart. 
The high and holy One paſſes by what is in 
higheſt eſteem among men. He ſtains the 
pride of human greatneſs and goodneſs. He 
does not vouchſafe to ſet up his throne with 
the princes, nor to give his honour! to the 
learned, of the world. But be puts honoun 
upon the contrite and humble. He: con- 
deſcends to viſit them; yea, be delights to 
dwell with them, and in them -the higheſt 
above all heavens in che loweſt hearts. There 
he communicates his choiceſt love and richeſt 
favours. O my God! beſtow upon me this 
grace, which in thy fight is fo precious! 
Humble me, that I may be revived with thy 
preſence, and refreſhed daily with thy love: 
Give me more humility, and fit me ſor 
nearer ſellowſhip with thee. Bring down 
every high thought, and let me find it -trucy 
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180 WALK or FAITH, 
that God reſiſteth the proud, but giwech 


more grace unto the humble. 


Thus the true poverty of ſpirit is needful, 
not only to bring the finner to Chriſt, but 
alſo to preſerve the believer in communion 
with him: For fo long as he walks by fatth, 
every ching will tend to promote this com- 


mimion. In the daily ſenſe of his wants, he 


withgo to his bountiful Saviour for a ſupply. 
In the feeling of his miſery, he will depend 
on his Joving Saviour for relief: whereby he 
will be led to more intercourſe with him. 
What de finds wrong in himfelf, will bring 
him to live more by faith, and as faith in- 
ereaſes, ſo will his delight in God. He 
will grow more ſenſible of his weakneſs, and 
that will make him ſtronger in the Lord. He 
will know more of his own heart, which will 
humble him and keep him dependent on the 
grace of jeſus. He will ſee reaſon not to 
leam to his own underſtanding, but ever to 
pray, Lord, guide me by thy good Spirit. 
Viewing foots and blemiſhes in his beſt 
doings, his triumph will be, I will make 
mention of thy N Lord ſeſus, 
even of thine ov IV.“ Thus every thing will 
humble him, and lead bim to, hve more by 
ſaith; by which means he will get faſter hold 
of: Jeſus, live in nearer feYowthip, and be 
receiving out of his fulneſs grace for grace 
two graces at once the bleſſing needed. and 
thankfulneſs for it. Hereby a ſweet unter- 
courſe will be kept open. To the humble 
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God delights to give grace, and chey delight 
to return him his glory. The more he gives, 
the more glory would they gladly return. 
And he does give more, and he receives it 
back again in thanks and praiſe. Bleſſed 
grace! by which. this holy fellowſhips is 
maintained, Happy humility ! by which the 
heart, being emptied of ſelf, is made capable of 
receiving the lulneſs which is of God, Then 
is the promiſe ful filled Blefled are the 
poor in ſpirit, for theix's is the kingdom of 
heaven! -—-it is their's now--not only in tütle, 
but alſo in poſſeſſion: for the kingdom of 
God is within them; and they are partakens 
at preſent of its bleſſings and glories, as truly, 
though not ſo perfectly, as they ill be in 
heaven Meditate, O my ſoul! upon this 
divine grace. Thou ſeeſt the neceſſity of it. 
O pray earneſtly for it, and for more of it. 
The great idol $s£ 1x muſt be dethroned, 
where God reigns. Thou canſt- not walk 
with him, unleſs thou art humble in heart 
And if thou, haſt been walking with him, 
thou wilt, be taught to. ſtop, whenever thou 
beginneſt to look at ſelf with admiration. G 
beg of the Lord then to give thee the true 
goſpel poverty of, ſpirit. It is to be in 
conſtant practice, and uſed ſor every thing: 
for thou ſeeſt how it keeps up fellow hip with 
God, who makes the greateſt communica⸗ 
tions of himſelf to. the humbleſt, And the 
reaſon is plain: becauſe, they return him-all 
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much grace in exerciſe, pray for much humr̃- 
lity. O my God, whatever thou giveſt, give 
humility with it, that I may not feek ſelf in it, 
but thine honour, nor lay it out upon myſelf, 
but to thy glory. Meck” and lowly Jeſus, 
make me like thyſelf : keep me learning of 
thee, till I am perfectly like thee. I would 
come always poor to thee, to receive of thy 
riches, and to receive with them an humble 
heart to praiſe thee for them. O let thy 
glory be mine end and aim. Let me and 
mine be thine- -I humbled---thou exalted. 
Let thy graces and giſts bring thee in a con- 
ſtant” revenue of praiſe.” And may thine 
inereaſing goodneſs be joined with a conftant 
increaſe of humility,” that my heart and all 
within me may bleſs and praiſe thy holy 


name, to-day and for ever. Amen. And 


Let this appear in my whole behaviour to 


others. This is another bleſſed fruit of hu- 


mility. It has an influence over the be- 
hever's \intercourſe wich mankind, and ren- 
ders his tempers and manners lovihg and 


amiable. Pride was not made for ll and 


yet it is in all men, and is the chief parent of 
human woe, It fets people above their 
place, and makes them think that they 
could ſupport the greateſt fortunes, and are 
able to manage the moſt difficult affairs. 
Others, as proud as they, deny them their 
fancied fupertority. Hence came wars and 


fightings, public and private. The ſweet 


grace of humility is ſent: from heaven. to re 
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eve thoſe diſtreſſes: for into whatever boſom 
it enters, it rentlers men kind to one another, 
tender-hearted,- ready to every good word and 
work. Thus runs the divine exhortation: 
« Be ye kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love, in honour preferring one 
another.” This is heart-humility, which the 
holy Spirit requires, and. which he beſtows| 
He brings his diſciples into humble ſubjection 
to God, and then to one another: which has 
the moſt happy effedts upon public, ſoeial, 
and private happineſs. How would theſe 
flouriſh, if all men were of a meek and 
quiet ſpiru! But there is none of this 
among the unconverted; and, alas E ho little 
is there: among believers! How often are 
they found in the proud ſpirit of the werld + 
acting contrary to the. lowly fpirit of Jeſus. 
And yet it is not for want of precept, nor 
for want of promiſed help: but it is becauſe 
they are not walking by faith, as becometh 
the goſpel, nor out of love to- God's glory 
ſtudying to recommend humility. by theis 
prattice. Oblerve, O my ſoubh the remedy 
provided of God tor the ſubduing ef all fell 
ih tempers, and pray that it may be effectuall 
in thy le and converſation. -Do.yeithink 
that the icripture faith in vain, The ſpirit chat 
dwelleih in us luſteth to envy? But God 
giveth more grace, wherefore he ſaith, God 
re ſiſteth the proud, but givetk grace unto the 
humble.” This ſcripture cannot ſpeak ih 
vain; for fallen man is certainly ſucht as he is 
15 
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Kerwdeſeribed:” The ſpirit that dwelleth in 
Hinein his own nature, luſteth to envy -a 
paſhow made up of pride and diſcontent.— 
offended with 2 diſpleaſed wich che 
bleflings which he beftows upon men. It is 
an enemy to the love both of | God and man, 
and tranſgreſſes the law of both tables. Pride 
brought it into heaven, and the fallen angels 
brought it into this world. Ever ſince it en- 
tered by fin, natural corruption breaks but 
very much in envy. But God giveth more grace, 
to conquer this paſſion, than ſinful nature has 
to put it forth. He not only gives grace"to 
Pardom it, but alſo more grace to ſubdue it: 

fo'that envy loſes its domimon in the reign of 
grace.” We cannot ſubdue, any more "than 
we. can pardon, envy, pride, and fuch pa. 
Bons, but grace is almighty. - Want ever ſo 
much, uſe ever ſo much, God has ſtill more 
for you. And he vives more, when the 
creature is humbled enough to take it out of 
the hands of his mercy. Thus he over- 
eomes envy: For he reſiſtech the proud,” 
he is at open war with them, and they with 
him. Pride lifts up the creature againſt the 
Greator, and puts it upon ſeeking happineſs 
out of God : this is refiſting his ſovereignty, 
antacking his providence, and oppoſing his 
Saw. He is concerned to pull fuch rebels 
gown, and he ſays their pride goeth. before 
deſtruction: But he giveth grace unto the 
humble“ -he gives them grace to humble 
them, and being ne he * to fill 
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them: fon then they, are diſpoſed to receive 
his grace, and to, value it. Mhatever God 
gives, the humble give it back again to him. 
They have the bleſſing, he has che praiſe: 
which is the juſt tribute due to him for: his 
gifts. And, he gives more grace where he 
can get more glory.., Thus he fubdues ſell- 
conceit with its various proud workings., And 
as grace reigns over them, humility prevails; 
Which has a friendly aſpett towards mankind. 
It keeps brotherly love in the heart, and tends 
mightily to-the-+prattice of every ſocial vir- 
tue. | Humility, ſuffereth long and 1s, kind; 
humility enviech not; humility vaunteth not 
itſelf; is not pufled up; doth not beha ves it- 
ſelf)unſcemly; ſeeketkh not her on; is not 
tally provoked; thinketh no evil! 
Conſider, O my. ſoul, thoſe motives LO» an 
holy walk. Put them all together. Weigh 
them carefully, again and again Do. it 
faubfully, as in the preſence of God. And 
then try whether thou art walking in! the 
way of duty, wich a free ſpirit? MDoſt thou 
proceed upon evangelical or uin legal prin- 
diples? Doſt thou ſerve God fer wages or 
for love? Examine, thy heart. God looks 
chiefly at it. How is it in duty? Is thine 
obe — to jultiſy thee in the leaſt, or does 
ie ſpring from a ſenſe of thy heing juſtified: 
treely and fully? Axt thou going about to 
eſtabliſh thine own righteouſneſs, or doſt 
chou ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God d. 
Art chou working from life, or for life 2? 1; 
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require 'thee' to examine diligently, by his 


light of the word, and by the teaching of the 
holy ſpirit, what thy motives are: For there 
is no acceptable obedience, but what is done 
in faith: Whatſoever is not of faith is ſin. 
If chou art acting aright, the love of Chriſt 
is conſtraining thee to obedience. Thou art 
living under the influence of free grace. 
Thy conſcience is at peace with God. Thou 
haſt ſweet liberty to ſerve him without fear. 
Thy heart delights in his ſervice, and love 
makes his ways the joy of thy ſoul. Thou 
knoweſt what Jacob felt, hen he ſerved 
feven years for Rachel, and they ſeemed 
unto him but a ſew days, for the love he had 
to her. A golſpel- ſpirit does the ſame to God 
love makes long ſervice ſhort=--and hard 
ſervice eaſy; Nothing is pain which love 

does. And chis is goſpel obedience.” It is 
faith working by love, which refines duty 
into a grace; the commandments are ex- 
alted into privileges; the ordinances become 
happy means of ſellowſhip with God. The 
believer” meets God in them, and by free 
converſe he exerciſes and improves his love. 
He draws / near to God, and God draws 
near to him in prayer; in praiſe, in hearing 
the word, at the Lord's ſupper; and in alt 
ſabbath duties! In theſe ways God manifeſts 
his gracious pre ſence, and the believer re- 


joices in it. God communicates his graces, 


and the believer receives them with thankful- 
neſs. O * ſouls. pay belore duty for 
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much of this! communion wich God in its 


Seek it as the one great end of all duty. 
And if thou findeſt it, bleſs and praiſe the 
goodneſs of thy God. But ſtill ſeek to be 
more ſpiritual and evangeheal, that the fruits 
of thy fellowſhip with God may appear in thy 
1 of the duties of the ſecond table. 

ove to God will maniſeſt itfelf by love to 
men : For the holy ſpirit teaches all his diſei- 
ples to love one another, and he teaches 
effeftually. He not only makes them un- 
derſtand what brotherly love is, but he alfo 
gives it. They become partakers of the 
grace, and are enabled to practiſe it. Thus 
he recommends and enforces his leſſons. He 
renders his-ſcholars kind to one another, and 
tender-hearted. He puts forth his mighty 
power, and ſubdues the vile ſelfiſh tempers 
of the old man, and brings into uſe the be- 
nevolent tempers of che new man. While 
he carriès on the gracious work, his diſciples 
grow more acquainted with themſelves, and 
learn heart-humility/ He makes them fee} 
their fallen ſtate, their ſinfulneſs, and their 
danger; in the ſenſe of their guilt and of 
their diſtance from God, they are willing to 
receive Chriſt for their whole ſalvation, and 
then to enjoy in him all the bleflings of the 
Father's — in earth and heaven. 

If thou findeſt it difficult, O my ſoul, to 
walk according to this rule: if to obey 
from love to God---to: love men for God's 


fake---and in the ſenſe of thine on vileneſs 
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te be humbled to the duſt . if theſe be hard 


leſſons, conſider what makes them ſo. 
Where is che difficulty? D Is it not in thy 
ef Am is it not chiefly in thy not uſing 
and not bringing into practice the principles 
advanced in the former; chapters? Duty 
muſt be hard if the fpring of obedience be 
not in motiong but if this abt freely then all 
wall go on well. 


23 
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Thy wholacondufs. through life! devrnds 
upon the nature of the ſalvation of which 
thou art & partaker-byng race. Conſider it at- 
tentively. The growing knowledge of it wall 
engage thine, affections, to a willing. obedi- 
ence. Is it not a complete eee 
abſolutely perledt work yea, the greateſt 
work of God? becauſe all the reſt come 
ſrom it, and lead to it,. Is it not the infinite 
ly wile contrivance of the eternal Three, for 
Which everlaſting:: glory is to be given to 
every divine ee: When every other 
work of God ſhall ceaſe, for this all heaven. 
will to eternity be aſcribing honour; and bleſſ- 
ing, and praiſe, to Father, Son, and Spirit. 
Attend, O my ſoul ! to the ſcripture account 
of this ſalvation. Review the glory of it. 
Read again and again the revealed deſcrip- 
tions of it, till thy heart be ſatished, that 
this falvation; is as perfett and complete as 
the Lord God almighty could make it. This. 
is is character. Haſt thou ſtudied it well, 
and art thou well grounded and aſtabliſhed wr 
the belief of 1,2; Mind: this is che founder: 


WALK" or FAITH. 189 


o 


tion If chis totter, ſo will all-thel ſuper- 
ſtructure. O pray then, and be earneſt in 
prayer, that God would enlarge thy views of 
the infinitely glorious and everlaſtingly per- 
fect ſalvation, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. © 
As thou groweſt more acquainted with it, 
thou wilt {ce leſs reaſon to be diſcouragedꝭ at 
the experience of what thou art in thyſelf. 
It isla ſalvation for ſinners--uch as thou art 
- and no way differing from thee. Only 
when they are called to the knowledge of the 
truth, they are acquainted with their fallen 
ſtate, are made ſenſible of their helpleſſneſs 
and of their miſery, but are made willing to 
caſt their ſouls, at God's command, upon the 
Lord Jeſus,” truſting to the peace which he 
made by che blood of the crofs. And art 
not thou in the happy number of theſe re. 
deemed linners? Doſt not thou believe the 
record which God hath given of his Son, and 
look upon it as thy lawful warrant- to make 
uſe: of what is laid up in the fulneſs of Jeſus 
--thine to take freely -- thine to uſe fully-=the 
more the better - thine for receiving, without 
any condition or any qualification? He loves 
to give, and without money or money's 
worth. He thinks himfelf honoured by the 
penſioners: of his grace, Who bring nothing 
to recommend themſelves but their ſins and 
miſeries, and yet truſt in his promiſed reliefs 
Herein he glories. When they me to him 
belleving, he beſtows his royal gifts upon 
every one of tem: And ſo far as they be- 
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lieve, he withholds nothing that is AW 
for their holy walk in che way of duty. 
Theſe are the principles which thou art — 
bring into prattice. Carry them, O my 
foul, into every att of obedience. Go to- 
prayer and every duty with this faith, that 
thou art in Chriſt, and in him a partaker of 
his finiſhed ſalvation. Then the Father's love 
to thee will be manifeſt, and thou wilt have 
fweet fellowſhip with him in all thine ap- 
proaches to the throne---W hatever thou un- 
dertakeſt, forget not this leading truth. If 
thou loſe ſight of it, thou wilt get into dark- 
neſs: If thou art not influenced by it, thou 
wilt be brought into bondage. Upon this. 
abſolutely perfect ſalvat ion thou art to hve by 
faith upon carth, and thou wilt have nothing 
elle to live upon by ſenſe in heaven. Truſt- 
ing to the complete work of ſeſus, thou art 
to walk with thy God in time, as thou wilt 
follow the lamb in eternity, receiving all out 
of his funeſs. O view him in this light, and 
it will have the happieſt effects upon thy 
daily walk! While thou art receiving from 
him grace for grace. thou wilt live wich him 
in ſweet friendſhip, duty will be the way and 
means of enjoying the love of thy divine 
friend, and the more thou art in his company 
che more delightful will be the way of his 
commandments. Theſe are thy privileges. 
Read the promiſes concerning them. Call to. 
mind what hy Father in Jeſus has engaged to- 
give his chüdren. Has he not . grace 
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ſufficient for them? And is it not for his 
honour, as well as thy profit, that he ſhould 
give both the will and the power to walk 
humbly with him? O plead his promiſes; 
Bind him with his faithfulneſs. Be impor- 
tunate with him, and pray vithout ceaſing. 
Let this be thy daily plea. 

O my God, order my walk according to 
thy holy word. It is thy mind and will, that 
1 ſhould love thee with all my heart and foul 

and mind and ſtrength, and my neighbour as 
- myfelf: but I am not ſufficient for theſe 
things. There is no pure love in my ſoul by 
nature. Every affection in me is turned from 
the Oreator to the creature. I am in bond. 
age, a ſlave to luſt, ſold under fin. I cannot 
love thee, infinitely lovely as thou art, until 
thou break my bonds aſunder, and ſet my 
foul at liberty. But being now redeemed 
from guilt and fear, I am become thy free- 
man; and for the unſpeakable redemption 

that is in Jeſus, thou wouldſt have me to 
ſerve thee. Bleſfed be thy holy name for re- 
quiring mine obedience upon this ſweet 
motive I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt and 
out of the houſe of bondage.” On this 
account obey me: becauſe I am the Lord 
your God, and 1 ſtand related to you, as 

your redeemer from flavery. O my gracious 
God and Father, I defire upon this motive 
to keep thy commandments.” I believe thou 


art my God in Jeſus, and through him F have 
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emption from bondage to my fins and ene. 


mies. Wich this free ſpirit would I always 


go to duty: but I cannot walk in this liberty, 
any more than I could at firſt attain it, wich- 


out thy grace. O my God, let the ſpirit of 
adoption abide with me, chat he may draw 


me nearer to thee in thy ways and ordinances, 
and I may in them enjoy more of thy pre- 


ſence and of the light of thy countenance. 


Thee I ſeek in them. Thou art the end of 
all ways ci means: and if they lead me not 
to thee, I go empty away. Gracious God, 
make thy commandments the joy of my 


heart, and let them be the means of keeping 


up holy intercourſe and - happy. fellowſhip 
with thee. This my heart pants after. Duty 
without this is nothing worth. I wait in 


thine appointed ways for the viſits of thy 


grace, hoping to grow in knowledge and 
faith, in hope and love. The communion 


Which I have enjoyed has increaſed n 


longing... My ſoul is athirſt for God, 

ing to be more with thee, and, more. like — 

And is not this what thou requireſt, and 

what thou haſt promiſed to do for me? Grant 

me then, my gracious God, the prayer of 
my heart. In all my duties let me enjoy thy 


preſence and communications of thy love. 


Let me do them in, faith; and with a lingle 
eye to thy glory. Let me be thus (ſpiritual 
and heavenly minded. in them, that 1 
gran up into Chriſt jeſus in all things. 


ng. © deſixe, holy Father, to grow 4D 
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love to thee, that I may manifeſt the fruits of 
it by my love to mankind. Pardon every 
ſelfiſh. temper, which is oppoſite to the love 
of the brethren; and teach me to love 
them as thou haſt loved me. Whatever thou 
haſt promiſed, fulfil in me. Make me, O 
thou ſpirit of love, like the loving ſeſus. 
Give me his benevolent tempers, and help 
me to imitate his beneficent actions. Let his 
love to me be the pattern of my love to 
3 Since thou haſt in much mercy made 

a child of light, O let me ſhine before 
well — they may ſee and feel my good 
works, and may glorify thee for them. And 
the more thou doeſt in me and by me, humble 
me ſtill more, O my God. Keep me meek, 
and lowly, always ready: to give the glory of 
all wy mercies to the Three in Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, to whom be equal 
bent an]! praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The believer goes, on his. way  rejoicinghin 
| God. | 


APP is the wan, to whom it is given, 

on the behalf of Chriſt; to believe. He 
has the bleſſing of peace. He is reconciled 
to God, through faith in the blood of, Jeſus; 
And he is freely juſtified,'through faith im the 
righteoufneſs of .Jeſus.. The Father has ac⸗ 
cepted him in his beloved Son, and it is the 


Joy. af his ſoul yo know it : therefore he lover 
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God, becauſe God firſt loved him. In the 
enjoyment of this love he finds his heaven 
begun. By the ſame Spirit, who manifeſted 
i and ſhed it abroad in his heart, he is kept 
ſeeking for more diſcoveries of it. In every 
appointed means he waits. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth the 
foul after more of the preſence of God, and 
of the light of his loving countenance. Hav⸗ 
ing a command Seek ye my face---he obeys 
t from his heart: but his chief view in obe- 
dience is to behold the face of che Lord 
turned to him in love. He wants fellowſhip» 
with God in duty, which highly ennobles and 
alſo endears it to him. He performs it 
in faith, and in a free ſpirit. He goes to it 
28 a beloved child to a moſt loving parent: 
and his heavenly father meets him in it, re- 
ceives him graciouſly, ſpeaks to his heart, and 
makes him ſenſible that he can deny him no 
manner of ching which is good. Hence the 
ways of dyty become ways of pleaſantneſs. 
The farther he advances in them, and the more 
fpirnual he grows in the performance of 
them, he finds clearer communications of his: 
Father's grace and love, which ill increaſe 
his joy, and afford him ſurer earneſts, and 
happier foretaſtes of Joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. | a 
As for WIRE Wh it is not fo with chent, 
They are always feeking after joy. They 
are buſy, and weary themſelves in the pur- 
uit of it, but they cannot find it. While 
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they are turned in heart from the Lord, they 
look downwards for it, where it is not. They 

_ expett it will ſpring out of che ground: and 
if they cannot diſcover it upon the ſurface, 
they will dig into the bowels of the earth for 
treaſures of hidden joy. But they diſquiet 
themſelves in vain. It is the ſovereign de- 
eree of the almighty, that nothing can make 
a ſinner truly happy but God in Chriſt: this 
they will not believe; and therefore they go 
from creature to Creature, from object to ob- 
Jett, enquiring, Where is the belt joy to be 
found? Each promiſes them---it is in me. 
But each diſappoints hem. And yet they ge 
on, ſeeking it to-day in that very thing 
which deluded them yeſterday, Vea, their 
fooliſh hearts are willingly deluded. They 
love to be purſuing what it is impoſſible they 
ſhould attain. If after many trials they find 
the emptineſs; of one creature-comfort,, then 
they turn to another; and they will try the 
whole compals of beings and- things, and 
will at laſt die in the trial, rather than ſeek for 
joy where it is boly, perfect, and ever- 

— daſting. 9 
| The believer is ſaved from this vain purſuit. 
He has been convinced of the inſufficiency of | 
the creature; to make him happy. He has 
ſeen an end of all perfection in it. He can ö 
ſay, with the royal preacher, % Vanity of va- | 
nities, all is vanity”---all is. changeable and 
imperfect, under the ſun; for the whole world 
Ueth in wickedneſs and under the curſe. 1 
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Deeply ſenfible of his error in having ſought 
for joy in che way of deſtruction; he now 
ſeeks it in the living God: Here he comes 
to the fupreme good, the ſpring-head of true 
joy: and the ſtreams which he receives from 
thence are always in proportion to his faith. 
If this be ſtrong, there is great joy in the 
foul. If this be weak, joy is at a low ebb. 
The effect is according to the cauſe which 
Produces it. Joy in God is the effect of 
faith ; ct. to the apoſtle's prayer 
my Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
in bclieving.” There is à preſent fulneſs of 
Joy which we have by believing, as there is a 
future fulneſs of joy, which we ſhall have by 
ſenſe. So that joy riſes as believing does 
fulneſs of beheving brings in ALL joy 
preſent enjoy ment increaſing as the title to 
future is clear. The preſent is the divine 
pledge of the future, and is therefore given 
us, that by believing we e may now rejoice in 
the Lord, and be glad in the God of our 
ſalvation. 
Prom hence it appears, how deere i it is 
to the behever's walking in joy, that his un- 
dierſtanding ſhould be clearly enlightened 
with the knowledge of the dottrines of grace, 
and that his heart ſhould be eſtabliſhedan the 
belief of them. "Thou'canſt not, O my ſoul, 
review them too much, nor meditate upon 
them too long: ſor they enter into the very 
teſſence of all true joy. Study the goſpel 
method of making reconciliation for iniquity, 
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which was the work of Immanuel, and of 
reconciling man to God, which is the work 
of the holy ſpirit. Has he dene this in thee? 
Art thou reconciled to God? Is thy con- 
ſeience at peace, is thine heart happy through 
faith in the atonement and righteoufnefs of 
thy Saviour? Art thou fatisfied of thy per- 
fect acceptance in the beloved? Dot chbu 
therefore obey thy Father out of gratitude, 
and go to duty to meet him, and to have fel- 
lowſhip with him in his love, and to glorify 
him for it? Doſt thou find his preſence? Is 
he with thee in all means, and art thou ſeeking 
in them for nearer and more ifitimate com- 
munion with him? Sinck this is thy caſes 
what return wilt thou make for ſuch inieſtitnal 
ble favours ? Surely thou wilt be glad in the 
Lord, and wilt rejoice in the God of thy 


falVaibri Being at peace with him, and a 


partaker of his Jove---waiting for the eſta- 
bliſting of this peace and 19ve in the way of 
obedience, and expecting more communion 
with thy God in the way of duty, who can 
have greater reaſon to rejoice? A ſaved 
inner, delivered by mere grace from wrath 
and hell, etititted to All ſpiritual bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jefus, and already admitted“ to par- 
take of them, may fing and make melod) in 
his heart all the way to heaven. And yet; 
alas! hoy often art thou, O my foul, in 
heavineſs, walking iu diſtreſs; and caſt down; 
as if thy hope of rejoicing was in vain. And 
this is not thy caſe alone. It is th common. 


\ 
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Hoy, many of God's children ſpend their 
daysin a;mournful frame, and ſeem to. forget 
their high calling and undoubted title to the 


fulneſs of Joy! . Meditate' a little upon the 


ingratitude of this behaviour, and may the 
golpel motives to rejoice in the Lord always 
be the means of ſaving thee from an un- 
thankful and mournful temper. 

Firſt obſerve, he requires it of thee, The 
ſeripture {peaks much of the holy joy of be- 
lievers, and calls for it. They are in duty 
bound to be glad in their God, as much as 


to pray to him: For he is always beltgwing | 


mercies upon them, which demand their ever- 
laſting tribute of thanks: and they cannot be 
Thankful without being Joytul, How cloſely 
were [theſe two united in the holy Pſalmilt ! 
None ever more famous for, praiſing God, or 
for. rejoicing in God. What he felt himſelf 
he often exhorts the redeemed to experience: 
+, Rejoice-in; the | Lord, O ye righteous; for 
praiſe is comely.for the upright : Light is 
ſoyn for the righteous, and gladneſs for the 
upright in heart; Rejoice, in the Lord, ye 
righteous,, | and give thanks at the remem- 
brance of his holineſs.“ Remember bis 
rightequſneſs and holineſs, how great they are, 
and how, great the grace is, * <inc'$ has found 
gut a way to make you, xighteous and holy: 
Remember thoſe blethn gs with faith, and your 


hearts will be glad, and your mouths win 
praiſe God 1. Joyful lips, What a ſenſe 


* the prophet K thoſe ** When, he 
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broke forth into this acknowledgment? l 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, ui foul 
{hall be joyful in my God: for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, h 
hath- covered me with the rohe of righteouſ. 
nels, as a bridegroom deckcth himſolf with 
ornaments, and as a' bride adorneth herſelf 
with her jewels.“ Theſe are the wedding” 
garments, wich which the heavenly bride- 
gtoom adorns his church, and in which he 
introduces her to the eternal banquet of love. 
Bleſſed are they who are called to the mar- 
riage upper of the Lamb. Bleſſed are thev 
indeed, for they are arrayed in royal robes: 
their ſouls dre all glbrious with the beauties 
of Immanucl, v ich his divine righteouſneſs 
and matchlefs graces. They have realon 
now to rejoice 'preatly : for" they ſhall ſoon 
come to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting; joy 
upon their heats; they {hall obtairgoyamd 
oladneſs;” and ſorrow and ſighing all. flee 
away for ever. Theſeè tcriptures prove evi- 
dently, that believers are called upon to t- 
joice: it is their bontiden duty tobe glad id 
their God, for they"are® not living: like” ths 
Children, and making up their happineſs: ih 
their Father's love, titflefs they are rejoicing 
40 his rich and everlaſting hleſſings: for,ß 
Secondly, Joy ariſes from the ſenſe of forte 
good. Joy in God ariſes from the Tele of 


his being our chief good, and of Our intereſt. 


in him. Aud this is ché joy df faith: which 
is not in the leaſt ſixe the light frothy joy f 
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the ſenſualiſt, nor the wanton mirth of / the 


unthinking multitude; It is not drawn, as 


worldly joy is, from vain periſhing things, 


but from the word of God, which ſtandeth 
faſt for ever. It ſprings from the revelation 


of grace and mercy in Jeſns, and from 


giving credit to it. Whoever: honours its 


teſtimony, as the- truth of God, will be con- 


vinced, that he, truſting to che atonement of 
Jeſus, ſhall never periſh, and, truſting to 
the righteouſnels of - Jeſus, ſhall have ever- 


0 laſting life. Hence come joy and peace in 
85 believing, The conſcience is reconciled to 


God, and is at peace. The heart is made 
ſenſible of the love of God, and rejoices in 
him. This was the experience of the ſweet 
finger of Iſrael, in the gard Pſalm: „Our 
heart ſhall rejoice in the Lord, BECAUSE WE 
have truſted in his holy name.” This is a 


EE good reaſon. i Whoever truſts in God will 


certainly rejoice in God: for by truſting, in 
his word, and by depending upon his faith- 
ſulneſs, he cannot be. diſappointed of the 
good things which, Cod has promiſed. We 
have an inſtance ol chis in a trembling. de- 
ſpairing ſinner, who had drawn his dagger, 
and was plunging it into his heart. In that 
moment he heard of Jefus, It was given bim 
to feel his want of a Saviour Sirs,” ſays he 
to Paul and Silas, what muſt I do to be 
ſaved?“ And they ſaid, „Believe in the 
name of che Lord Jeſus Chrilt, and thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, and * houle.” f And they 
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I preached unto him the word of the Lord, 
] and io all chat were in his houſe. Aud be 
took Them the ſame hour of the night, and 
2 waſhed their ſtripes,” and was baptized, be 
| and all his, ſtraightway. And when he had 
brought't 8 into his houſe, he ſet meat be- 
fore them, and/REJOICED:BELLEVING.' O 
what a happy change was here, and made by 
believing! The ſelf-murderer - forgets his 
bloody deſign, and drops his dagger. He 
hears of a pardon, and believes. His black 

' deſpair gives way to ſweet peace in God. 
His miſery ends in the knowledge of a joyful 
ſalvation. How bleſſed are they that be- 
lieve! God has pronounced them, and 
God will make them bleſſed. Tbere is no 
miſery deſerved but by faith they: are ſaved 
from t; and no good promiſed but by faith 
. ' they; may now eiijoy it: they! have thereſore 
dal the reaſon to rejoice chat any perſon can 

| have on this ſide of. heaven. For, 

Thirdly, This joy is diltinguiſhed from the 
JT  vainjoy. of che world, by its author. It is 
a the gift ol God. It: is one of the graces of 
1 the Spirit of. God. St. Paul ſays, The 
ö fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, &Kc+-love 
to God, and then rejoieing in God. When 
the Spirit of adoption enters into any heart, 
he manifeſts, by beheving, che love of the Fa- 
ther, and thereby excites; it into. holy joy. 
He comes to make the ſoul happy in its re- 
turn to God. It is the very end for which he 
is ſent from the Father and the Son, and 
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fuence, and kept by his power. It 


ſure 
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therefore it is called the joy of the Holy 


Ghoſt. It is his fruit, produced by "I in- 
N t Is like 
himſelf, of a ſpiritual and heavenly nature 


aà pure affection- -in all goodneſs, and righte- 


oufneſs,” and truth. He refines it from 
creature-delight, and exalts it above ſenſual 
pleaſure: for it is the refult of nearneſs to 
God, and the effect of fellowſhip with him: 
rr ban cu 

Fourthly, Another bleſſed ingredient in the 
Joy of believers. It has God for its object. 
It is joy in God as their God, their ſupreme 
good, known, believed in, and .enjoyed. 
The holy Spirit has conſecrated their hearts 
for fellowſhip with him. He has brought a 
free pardon for paſt apoſtacy, and full power 
to dethrone creature:love ; and he abides in 
their hearts to ſubdue it. He- enlightens their 


underſtandings to ſee the vanity of the crea- 


ture and the fulneſs of God, and he enables 
them to reject every ching that promiſes them 
happineſs, if they cannot enjoy God in it. 
Thus he keeps their hearts chaſte and fixed 
upon God. Théir joy becomes fimple, as 
their faith is: for this looks at the. finiſhed 
ſalvation, and veſting emirely upon it ſecs 
God perfettly reconciled; thereby it lays a 

fnindaticn for their joy in 'God®: be: 
cauſe they now know him by faich to be their 


God) and can ſee their intereſt in all the 
bleflings of his Jove/inJeſus, This cis the 


ſountainchead of joy, from! whence: flow 


— 
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rivers of © pleaſure, for evermore. The 
nearet they live to the fountain head, the 
more communion they have with God : their 
hearts become purer and hoher, and their 
joys are more ua! and heavenly. | 
This is the only remedy for the miſeries 
with which the world abounds, Men are 
uneaſy-; ſeek for joy; and cannot find it: 
becauſe they ſcek where it is not. They 
go to broken ciſterns, which cannot hold 
iti. They are diſappointed, and wonder; 
but ſtill go on, ſpending their days in this 
vain purſuit. They do not attain any true 
Joy. It flies from them, and at laſt they lie 
down in ſorrow. What thanks then art thou 
bound, O my foul, to return unto thy God, 
who has ſaved thee from this deluſion! What 
«2 mercy is it, that thou haſt been led to the 


fountain of joy! O live near it, and from 


it derive all thy ſtreams. Seck them all in 
God; and feek them in faith upon the war- 
rant of the divine promiſe. He has ſaid, 
„e The meek ſhall: increaſe their joy in the 
Lord”---they ſhall have it and increaſe it. The 
more meek and lowly thou art, the more 
wilt thou be joyful in God. Pray then for 
growing humility, that thou mayeſt expes 
nence the ſweeineſs of this ſcripture - Ret 
joice in the Lord always, and again I fay, 
rejoice” - · there is always a matter of joy in the 
Lord. What a fulneſs did he find who teſ- 


ties of it thus My joy ſhalt be in the; 
Lord Cod is the gladneſs of my joy-al 
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my ſprings are in thee---for- thou art my ex- 
ceeding joy.“ Happy prince! All his 
ſprings came from God, and led him to God. 
He did not draw his "hana: ineſs from the 
brooks, but from the fon The brooks 
dry up, but the fountain cannot. He did 
not rejoice in his crown and dignity, in his 


vidtories and treaſures, or in any worldly 


ood. - He enjoyed God in them, who was 
the joy of his heart. He only valued the 
gifts for the ſake of the giver; for he made 


uſe of them by faith, and then they were the 


ineans of bringing hind near to God, and of 
keeping up communion with God. Whoever 


does this is a great bleſſing. And every 
thing ſhould: do this to a belicver. While he 


lives like a child of God, he exerciſes his 


faith for ſpirituals and temporals; and his 


heavenly Father bleſſes nn, accorumy to nt 


word, wherein he hath cauſed him to put bis 


truſt, and gives him continual matter for Joy 


and Hubs falde fs. 1514 £44 op , 1 10 * 


This is the portion of the Lone people. 
He has entailed it on them. It comes to 


them by inheritance. And thou art bound, 


O my ſoul, to make _wſe!of it. Thy duty 
and intereſt call upon thee to enjoy much of 
it. Thy gratitude for the exceeding great 
mercies of - chy Father's love cannot be ſo 

roperly ſhewn, as by rejoicing in him: for 
the thankful heart cannot but be joyful. It 
feels happy in God. My tein hg? of him, 
ſays a grateſſil ſoul, Wel be ſweet; I will bs 
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glad in the Lord. This a juſt tribute, which 
the- Father expects, and which the holy 
Spirit enables his children to return bim. 
Bleſſed is the people that know the Joyful 
found, they ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy countenance: ix THY NAME hall 
they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteouſ- 
neſs ſhall they be exalted,” Theſe are great 

ivileges, Which God'has promiſed and does 
beſtow upon his people. It is true they do 
not all alike rejoice with great joy; but they 
all ought. When their faith is weak their 
joy is little. But they have the ſame right to 
believe, and to rejoice in believing. There is 
the ſame proviſion made for the whole family 
and houſehold of faith. They are intereſted 
in the ſame covenant, have the ſame promiſes, 
and the ſame faithfulneſs to make them good. 
They have perfect ſecurity given them, that 
they may truſt and not be afrai * The people 
who know the joy ful ſound a free. grace 
falvation, have good reaſon to believe, Sith 
out doubt or wavering. By fuch a faith th 
vill fee God perfectly reconciled to them 
and will behold the hight of his countenance 
mining on them in love. A bleſſed fight! 
T6 ſee it clearly is glory begun; to walk in ãt 
is glory increaſing. © What is it but heaven, td 
rejoice all the day long? But then it muſt be 
IN TRY NAME, in the incarnate word, in 
Jehovah Jeſus; by faith in whdſe.righteoufz 
neſs they ſhall be exalted, as high as a'creas 
ture can be. being juſtified freely and fully, 
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they baye acceſs into this perfect grace here: 


in they ſtand, and they rejoice in the hope: ot 
the glory of Cod: and not only ſo, but 
they rejoice in the way to glory, in tribula- 
tions alſo, knowing that all things are works 
ing together for their preſent, and for their 
eternal enjoy ment of Gd. 
For their eouragement thus to rej dice in 
the Lord, he has ꝓromiſed themꝭ that the joy 


which hegives [hall not be taken 1 


981 


Which, „ils lis 100 


Fifchly, e great e Tria 


joy i is the gift of God: is a grace of the 


Spirit of God. It has God ſor its author; 
and God for its object; and it has this prero- 
gative annexed to it, that no one can deſtroy 
this gift of grace. The Lord Chriſt declates, 
chat - will not ſuffer: any creature to take 
away what he beſtows. What a rich cordial 
was this to his de jected apoſtles! They 
were mourning upon account of his leaving 
them, and were ſadly caft down, as men with- 
gut hope. But he revives their drooping 
hearts with a promiſc---< I will ſee. you again, 
and your hearts fhall rejoice, and your joy 
no one taketh from you.“ This is indeed 
ſtrong conſolation: for it 18} one of ibe 


Areams which maketh glad the City of God--- 


a ſtream that never fails it runs out of the 
ocean of fre- grace, and none can ſtop its 
running bagk into it. Not as the world 


giveth. give“ I unto; you, ſays geſus. The 
world giveth: empty Joys; 3 conhumieth 200000 
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by. an uncertaln tenure; and at laſt takes 
away all its gifts, and leaves its deluded 
votary to ſuffer the vengeance of eternal fire. 
Whereas Chriſt gives what ist trubhy good, 
ſolid, and laſting. His: gifts are without re- 
pentance. He is of one mind in continuing, 
as well as in giving : for his motives are in 
and of himſelf, and always the fame. His 
own mere love, his free- grace, and the good 
pleaſure of his own will diſpoſe him to give 
and to continue his favours ; ant his one end 
is his on glory. Therefore he will not take 
away ihe joy which he has given, aud he 
will ſuffer no one to take it away, He ſe- 
cures by his power what he gives by his love. 
Such is the behever's right to rejoice in the 
Lord always. His title is indefeaſible. God 
has freely given him in Chrilt-alt che good 
that can make him happy; and he enjoys it, 
ande is happy, ſo far as he lives by faithy 
Mhile he gocs on from faith to faith, his joys 
increaſe. Growing faith brings him in a 
richer harveſt of joy. And he is commanded 
ſtill to proceed, until his joy be full; which 
is a2 0! : | 837 
_ Sixth privilege; peculiar to joy in God? 
Other fprings fail. They are often dry. 
And when they. run the fulleſt, he that drinks 
of their water thirſts the more. But joy uv 


God has ar fatisfying fulneſs. The fountain 

15 always full yea, & alwhys running over; 

ah alt the ſtreams bring liappy: peace and 

holy joy. The more a man drinks'thereeg 
29 
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the more ſober and ſpiritual he becomes: for 
Whatever flows out of this fountain is grace, 
ſanctifying grace; the more we partake of it 


- we grow more like it. There is in it the di- 


vine property of conforming and aſſimilating 
us to itſelf; for it weakens the corruptions of 
nature, and ſtrengthens the faculties of the 
new man, and as theſe grow. ſtronger, they 


cleave cloſer to God, and have more ſellow- 


ſhip- with him. By which means they partake 
more of his joy. A happy partaker of it de- 
_—_— In thy preſence is the fulneſs of 

and therefore he prays—4 Make me 
Full of ij joy with thy countenance”---the pre- 
fence of God with me, and his loving counte- 
nance ſhining upon me, is the fufleſt joy upon 
earth. And this comes from the grace of the 
boly Spirit, and is received by faith. Our 
Lord ſays to his diſciples—44 Theſe things 
have I tpoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be 
full.” His end in ſpeaking was to give them 
good reaſon to rejoice, and to continue re- 
Joicing, and if they received what he ſpake 
with full aſſurance, as they ought to do, it 
would produce in them a fulneſs of Joy. And 
this would be fo much to his honour; and to. 
their profit, that he commands them to afk it 
of the Father in his name“ AK, and ya 
Mall receive, that your joy may be full.” 
To the ſame purpole the apoſtle John, treat. 
ing of the perſon of God Incarnate, through 


whom e have fellowſhip wich the Facher in 
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all the bleſſings of his love, ſays, * Theſe 
things write! we unto you, that ur joy may 
be full.“ His deſign in writing was to lead 
them to: nearer fellowſhip, with. the bleſſed 
Trinity, and to ſtir chem up to ſeceł in it 
their fumefs of joy: and they have it full; 


who, latisfied of their title to the Father's 


bleſſings, are receiving them freely out of the 
Son's: ſulneſs by the grace of the Spirit- It 
becometh them wel to rejoice: for in the 
fame bleſſings chere is fulneſs of joy ſor ever- 
more, joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
Put all theſe conſiderations together, and 
then ſee, O my ſoul, what a rich pròviſion 
thy God has made for dhe joy of thy heart. 
Admire and adore him for his great falvationg 
for delivering thee from ſin and ſorrow, and 
for the free gift of righteouſneſs and life eter= 
nal. Fo pardon, 10 juſtify, to glorify ſuch 
an one as thou art, O what divine and infi- 
Bite grace? What wilt thou return him for 
maniſeſting his love to thee, and for engaging 
thy love to him? Ho great is thy debt for 
admitting thee to feflowſhip withhim, as thy 
Cod and Father, and for the gracious com 
munications et his love to- thee in. Jeſus h 
What a ſubject is here before thee fon de- 
lghtkul praiſe! Look at it im an true light, 
thow haſt reaſon tu be glad with exceeding 
great joy. God, the infinite fountain off 
good, is thy Gad. He rejoices in hee. 
therefore thow ſhould rejoice in him... He 
hes loved thee: freely, 8 canft thou be ſen 


x. © 


e e e tf * Sr. = 13 rad 
\ 4 * bo 1 EY OO tant _ r 

Rs Yrs A Us IO Far # 1 * 

KS 1 3 «67.0% 5 * e A 
r Ys 

TE ET I C5 

PR 34-19 

[1 7 


9 
. 
= 


* > 4%, Ws 

LS n 

F * a " 6 Y > " 
TT 4 EIS 


* 0 — — 
. F< _ -- » 1» - +,» 6-8 
2 1 _ 
— — 9 — — ; a 
— * 5 
o 


i 410 WALK or FAITH: 
Vit ible of this without loving him? His love 
28 hath bleſſed thee with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
EE Chit Jeſus; whilſt chou art receiving them 
| du of his falneſs, how: canſt thou refuſe to 
Wi thanß him with joyful lips? He ſays that he 
| | trejoices over thee to do thee good; the be- 
f ot this fhould fill thy heart with joy and 
„  gladnefs.; Indeed, there is nothing in God 
Wit but what ſhould be to thee matter of rejoicing. 
Flt His faithfulneſs andi juſtice are on thy fide, as 
10 well as his nevertfailing compaſſion: for he 
nis thy God, thy covenant God; he has given 


his Son for thee, and his Spirit to thee; by 


. 
—— — ag 
K 


bis grace thou haſt been called to enjoy fel- 
140 low ſhip with the Father and the Sohj and to 
11 partakeiof their covenantableſſings. At is thy Q 
privilege to be improving this feHowſhip, and 
10 even upon earth to be taſting of the joys of 
| f | | heaven. May thy faith bring thee in a rich 
| 1 fſeaſt, yea, a fülneſs G joy till thy cup run 
= = aver with the rivers of pleafure, W are 


LY | . God's right hand for evermore!. : 
RkRemember, O my foul, it is hen duty and 

| | Wh: thy privitege thus to refoice in God. It is 

x the intoreſt and thy kappinels. Thy God 
21 Wquirts it of thee, as, the grateful acknow:: 

4 lagment of his favouts zi they are all of 

[| if grace, meſtimahly rich, and everlaſting. Ile 
1115 would have thee to honbur him for the grits _ 
1 by rejoicing in the, giver. Joy is the ſenſe of F 
WW || His goodnets to1thee : and! canſt thouzreceive. 


the preſent, and tive: in hopes of che eternal 


bleſfings of his goodneſs, and yettbowithour 
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&joyful ſenſe of them? Examine Well, and 
try chyſelf. How is thy heatt? Is iti happy 
in God? Is it happy in nothing but God? 


Whatever a man puts his traſt in, from that 


he expects his happineſs In what then doſt 


thou truſt? Certainly thou wilt ſay, my 


truſt is in the merey of God for ever and 
ever. And ſhquld not he be the only matter 
of thy joy, who is the only ground of thy 
faith? If he be, then hy art thou fo oſten 
caſt down, O my foul; and why art thou fo 
diſquieted within me? Ho many dejee- 
tions, what great ſorrows, and what frequent 
heavineſs doſt thou” experience. From 


. whence come they? joy is ſown for thee; 


The ſower is the Son of man; The Father 
has promiſed it, and beſtowed it on thee for 
thy portion: thou haſt been called by grace, 
and the joy in believing is thy pirtheright. 
What is the reaſon thou art not happy in thy 


Bod, and reJoictng' in him always? Seareh 


diligently for the cauſe. Depend upon itz 


there is a great 'miſtake ſomewhere.” The. 


ſeriptures cannot be broken, whielv treat of 
continual joy in God, The — — cannot 
fail. The promiſer is faithfuł A _ thou-art 
not always a partaker of the promiſed grace.” 


How is this ? O try to come to the bottom 
of this error. May the Spirit of wiſdom lay 
it open to dee, and ny my forrow bes. 
turned into joy. 1 12008 

Perhaps them art ſeebing fr one reaſon! 
o refoice/ in thydelf, 97 THis rejbieingeis net 
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good, talthawgh it be very common. tt has 
q bad motive 5 it comes from pride. The 
end is badi: it is to exaſt and aggrandise 61 r. 
Which was man's ſin and ruin. It is forbid- 
den in ſeripture He that rejoiceth, let him 
tejoice in the Lord. If thou couldſt fink 
ſomething in thy ſelf to be pleaſed with, thou 
wouldſt chen vejoice in thy pride. Sorrow 
for. not finding it may bring thee right; be- 
eauſe it may be the means of ſhewing thee 
that thou haſt nothing of thine own to look 
at with ſelf-complacency. What haſt thou: 
that thou, haſt not received? And if thou 
| haſt received it, why weuldſt thou glory, as 
i thou hadſt not received it? Haft thou 
any thing of thine own but ſin? Who gave 
thee grace, and made thee to differ from 
others? Was it not God? Did not all 
come from the good pleaſure: of his own ATC p! 
He ſaw nothing good in thee at firſt to move 
him to be gracicus, and what he continues is 
to the praiſe of the glory of bis own grace. 
I chou haſt Ioft the fight: of theſe truths; no 
wonder thou {hou}dft go mourning. God 
will not vouchſaſe bis joy to them who ſa- 
entice. to the own net, and burn incenſe to- 
their own; drag. He humbles, and fills the- 
humble with good: thir ngs, but he ſendeth the: 
rich empty. away. The he rich rob him of his 
glory, and he reſuſes them his grace. Watch 
therefore over thy proud legal heart. Be 
jealous over it with a godly: jealouſy z-ahd 
imreat, the: holy Spire} to bring d every 


WALK e rtr. 219 


high thought in it, that thou mayeſt exalt 
God, and he may exaltthee.' Remember! 
the promiſe . Phe meek {hall increaſe their 
joy in the Lord:” ſeek the fulfilling of this; 
for joy in him is the death of ſelf-ſeeking and: 
aeg. O beg of God then to keep 
thee meek; and lowly, that thou mayeſt be 
willing to Jive upon ſeſus by faith, and to re 
eeive all the joy out of his fulnefs of joy. 
Perhaps thou art mourning under a Buße 
of thy ſinful nature, and groaning under the 
burden of in-dwelling an, as holy Paut did, 
and as all the dear children of God do, when 
they are in their right mind. This is godly: 
forrow, which worketh repentance not to be 
repented of. It is the true poverty of, {pirit, 
to which the Lord hath. promiſed his bleſſing. 
Indeed, every one that has it is bleſſed, bes 
cauſe it is not only conſiſtent with the trueſt 
joy, but alſo is the very proper temper of 
mind in which it is preſerved and inereaſed. 
They that ſow in tears. ſhzal reap in joy. 
Self-knowledge is the breaking- up of the 
fallou- ground, and is the ploughing and har- 
rowing of it, thereby making it fit for the 
good ſeed, and to receive the enlivening in- 
fluence of the heavens. The more any man 
knows of himſelf, the greater reaſon will he 
have to ſeek the harveſt of his joys in God, 
and ſeeking by faith; he will find them, If 
he be in the deepeſt; humiliation; he will be: 
then beſt diſpoſed to-rejqice in God. This 


holy 1 joy 8 ries bigbeſt, when ſelf is 
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loweſt ( As the higheſt-ride is always after the 
loweſt'&bb. Remember this, O my ſoul, in 
the moſt abaſing views of thy fallen nature, 
and it will lead thee to ſeek, and in believing 
to find, that in God which thou haſt not in 
thyſelf. The empty, and none but the empty, 
may be fiHed with his joy. Eet every diſco- 
very of thine emptineſs lead thee to truſt more 
in the ſalvation of God, and to enjoy more 
of its hlefings: and then thou mayeſt be, with 


Paul, always ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing. 


Shed for ſolf is the greatelt friend to joy in 
God: Self lothing is "accompanied with the 


ſweeteſt! delight in God. May the apoſtle's 


experience herein be thine : «© We arc of the 
eireumcihon, who worſhip God in the ſpirit, 
and rejoice in Chriſt Jefus, and have no con- 
dence in the fleth.” ' O pray for the {ame 
grace; and thou wilt, find that the Tefs confi- 
dence there is in the fleſh, the more ens 
there will be in Chriſt ſeſus. 

Perhaps thou haſt been tempted to ſeek for 
jo in {ome ereature- comfort, and haſt not 
received it as the gift of God, nor enjoyed it 
by ſaith, nor returned him his glory. Thou 
walt Jooking below God for re and 
expecting it from ſomecgther object. The 
world'had herein enfnared thy heart. There 
10 not a greater enemy to the children of Gott : 
becauſe it has objeds fuited to their ſenſes, 
and tapable of gratifying hem: by which the 
world is always trying to engage their affec- 
mont, and always fucceeds, When they are 

1 


n C3 y 1 28 3 5 8 
Ny hon . 8 . af; 
n 


td 9 
RE © 8 5 


0 WALK Or rAI r. 215 


not living! by the faith of: the Son of God: 
for: this is the only victory that over cometh 
thelworld, even our faith, See, Whether thy 
ſorrowadid not ſpriſg from ſome worldly-dif. 
appointment? Thou hadſt dropped thy hield, 
and waſt falling aſleep in Daldhaly's dpi: 'but 
_ awaking: didſt find the pleaſure turned: into 
" paits./s This: pain, may be very profitable; It 
mould convince thee of hy dreailful-miſtake 
in leaving ane for the world, and ſhould {top 
up thy: Way for the future. Now thou ſee ſt 
the need of being cautioned - Love not the 
world, neither the things that arei in the world; 
for-all things out of Chaiſt ard uadedhe Kun. 
There Can be no ble ſſedneſs in them. The ; 

Whole world keth in wickedneſs ; it cannot 
make thee happy any more than, hell) can. 
But, it is thy privilege to be deliyered from 
ihis preſent evil world, and to be ſaved tom 
the loye of, it. This is a bleſſed part ol thy 
falvation..,; Expect it hy faith. The victory 
15 Obtained; ſceę thy ſhare in it. & L; bave 
overcome. the world, ſaꝶs Jeſus; Almighty 
Lord, overcome it in mn as Wau * aver 
come it for me. 1 

But remember, O en q 1 be 
he real-cauſe: of thy ſorrow ing. there is joy 
in God, and for ther: becauſe he is thy God, 
in Mhom there is nothing td make thee orrow- 
ful, but every, thing which eau poſſibly give 
thee. true joy. The bleffed- Trinity are in 
covenant fpr,thee and for thy ſalvation. And 
it is thy bounden duty, uſting ta the ii hd 
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work of the Son, to rejoice in the love of the 


Father. In the peace of thy conſcience, and 


in the love of thy heart; thowarr required to 


have fellow ſhip with the Father and Son,; and 
to be always giving thanks to the holy Spirit 


for this fellowſhip. Every enjoyment of their 


covenant- bleſſings on carth is a ſoretaſte of 


beaven, and à pledge of joy unſpeak able. 


What chou haſt now by faith, thou ſhalt [cer- 
tainly have im everlaſting poſſeſſion: for there 


is @ ſure wundation laid in, the covenant for 


thee to build thy hopes upon of rejoicing 
evermore. Thy Father has choſen thee, and 
accepted theenn his Son. He has fev his heart 
upon doing thee good; and« he changeth not. 
His loving - kindneſs is like himſclf. He has 


drawii thee by his Spirit to believe in his love, 


and he has promiſed to love thee unto the end. 


lie has freely given thee all ſpiritual bleſſings 


in Chriſt eius, and he reſerves the full enjoy- 
ment of them for heaven. Nothing can rob 
thee! of them: 'becauſe he keeps them by his 
power for thee,” and thee for them. How 


ſhould this help to fill up the meaſure of thy 


Joys! The Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
th Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort is thine, with all that his love ean do. 
660 make thee happy. What canſt thou want 


but more faith? The Lord inereaſe it, that 


my heart aud converſation may be more with 
him. As thine affections are ſet more on. 


things above, the temptations to the love of 
is--things! below will. be wealened.“ The 
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ſweetneſs, of heavenly communion-will deaden 
thee to the charms; of the world: yea the 
world will be to theeras nothing) while God as 
AL. Arid is he not/all-in{all to thee ? Con- 
 fider his nature, his perſonality, his covenant; 
his works, his graces, and{his'bleflings.:' view 


them in their greatneſs and goodneſs; thou 


baſt an imereſt in them all. His wiſdom con- 
trives ſor thee; his providence watches over 
thee; his love waits tobe gracious to thee 3 
his holineſs and juſtice and truth are thy 
friends; all his attributes have engaged his 
power to bring thee to glory. The perfebt 
ſalvation of jeſus is thine. His Father is thy 
Father in him, and has nathing in his heart 


but love to thee ni the holy Spirit has manifeſts, 


ed it to: thee/in believingy to be a perfett, un- 
changeable, and everlaſting love. Whatever the 


zodhead has promifed to give of happfnefs id 


promiſed to thee: and thou doſt believe it: 


although thou art ſometimes in heavineſs; 


through manifold temptations. Bet ve 
then there is joy laid up for thee in God: 
2 in the fountain. It is avays ow; 
only thy faith draws out of it ſparingly. 
Enough in God to turn thy ſorrow into joy, 
did its perfect work“ O for more 
faith, that chou mayeſt have rgore 1% in Ne 
leving." 
From whatever cauſe then; © m bard 
thy ſorrow aroſe; it certainly did not ſpring 
from any thing which faith diſcovered to be in 


God. Be affured of this ant learn werde Ry 
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prove thy forrow about other things, ſo as to 
ſee thy need af truſting more, and of rejoic- 
ing emdreß in God. If chy ſorrow be lawfy), 

coming from a ſight and ſenſe of thy limful⸗ 
nels, there is good reaſon thou ſhouldit abhor 
thyſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. But 
this is alſo a good reaſon for joy in thy God: 

becauſe the Lord is nigh unto them that are 
of a broken heart, and ſaveth ſuch as be of a 
contrite ſpirit. He gives to them the know. 
ledge of ſalvation; and makes them glad with 
the joy of his countenance. Thus he delivers 
them from their fins and ſorrows. He conti- 
nues his loving-kindneſs : ſurely; his goodneſs 
and mercy: ſhall follow them all the days of 
their lives. When they are under temptations 
to ſeek for joy in other things, he hedges up 


their way, that they cannot attain the expett- 
ed good; or if they do, he embitters the en- 
joyment, and will not let them find any thing 
in che creature but vanity and yexation: by 


which means He would teach them to derive 
all their joys from him, and from nothing but 
him. Wait, O my foul; and read and hear 
and pray ; be diligent in all means for thine 
improvement in this divine leſſon. Seek the 
preſence ol God, wherever thou art. Exped 
bis hleſſing upon all that thou doeſt, Account 
his love thy chief happineſs, and be ſure no- 


thing can make thee happy in which- thou 


eanſt not enjoy his love. If riches increaſe, 
the world ſmiles, health be granted thee, rela- 
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thy heart upon them. Look at the bountiful 
hand which gives, and depend on the grace 
which ſanctifies thoſe things. They are not 
worth: having hut as they come from and lead 
to God, and ſo may be ſpiritually improved. 
If chou canſt live by faith, and enjoy God in 
them, then they are real bleſſings e for then 
thou wilt receive them as his gifts, and uſe 
them to his praiſe; thou wilt eye his goodneſs 
in them, and admire him for them: and while 
he continues them, thou wilt be dependent on 
his grace to keep thy heart from idolatry, that 
thou mayeſt Iove the gifts ottly for the fake of 
the giwer. Whatever thou art going to dd, 

alk thy ſelf ; How; can chis be the means df 
| rejoicing in God? if it cannot, avoidd it. II 
it come with .:all the world's: flatteries, and 
make chee the greateſt offers of joy, fly from 
| itz" there is deadly poiſon underats gildediom- 
{ide. | Lay it down as an atvariable>rulerot 
thy walk, that nothing can do theeiggod hut 
what thou canſt enjoy God in. He ig*the "2 
only ſouree of good; andl every thing is 46 
N thee what be males it: not wlat it is in itſelſi 
as ſuch! all i vanity: butliblis-youdixwhen 
Ged makevitfou Frue joy is from him and 
in him. Itiis che gift of his grace, und does 
t not ſtop at any of the ſtreams, but goes up to 
the fountain head, from Hence Aae e 
and there finds its comkorts. 0 my Cod; 
teach me cus ituſſeckmyqdys in tie, anckte 
make thee my crown of rejoiding. 20 450 341 


{For thing! encouragement, 'confidey, Omy 


* 


r 
2 
Fe 


1 

* 1. IE 

o 5 3 — 

1 n . 3 

12 . = =o "7 LE = 

1 11 22 * ' 
* "= 1 \ CY + * PS 

fy Si Ma”) WTR, 

v al -1r SS Yo 8 


r 
3 
4 * ? 
* a} — 
va 
| 4 


INE: 
Fl 
w__ 
. 
4 * 


= 
n 
n U 
1 
* N 
x 1 2 4 l 
* E 
0 AE 
Ca I ly 


220 WALK OF FAITH:.. 


foal; what he did:to the taavellers gone before 
thee in the way to Sion: how he comforted 
them, and made them glad with the joy of his 
countenance. He led them indeed through 
ide valley of Baca (of mourning): the only 
high · way to the kingdom ; but they found a 

well: in it, a fountain of hing waters: they 
went on ſorrowing for their departure from 
God, but were made glad at their hearts in 
being brought back by his grace: therefore 
they wept rejoicing, Happy mourners! And 
haſt: chou not the ſame reaſon as they had to 
forrow for, thyſelf, and yet to be exceeding 
glad in God? Is not this alſo the caſe with all 
thy ſellow-travellers now upon the road? 
Their hearts are with God. He is their por- 
tion. His heaven is their home. They would 
not make up their happineſs in the accommo- 
dations by the way, but in God, their trea- 
fare, their ſupreme good, and hows everlaſting 
joy. Neither would they be ſtopped by the 


inconveniences which they may meet with : 


theſe, improved by faith, will tend to make 
them long more to be at bomb for theſe will 
lead them o feel; more of the true joy tliere 
is in Cod, and will thereby inſpire them 1 
higher: ſtrains of praiſe and thank fulneſs. 

that every thing they meet with on the mT 
will be ſandlified to them, and will diſpoſe 
them to make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord. Their Father and our Father, out of 
the riches of his grace, has not only given 
them matter of thanks, but has alſo provided 
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the, very words to. be uſed; by dem. Many 
a. weary traveller has found them a rich cor. 
dial. His. ſpirits have been raiſed, his ſoul 
and all within made happy, While he was 
ſinging the ſweet and, heavenly hymn. The 
ofpel prophet, wha had ſecn the glory of 
3 and who was the. hononred pen, 
man ,of this .divme poem, has leſt us à dit 
rection, when any one has, a right to ſing it, 
and to make it his own, 1/a. xil, 1. And in 
that day thou, ſhalt ſay. By Ponies at, the 
context, the time here; mentioned appears 0 
be the day of the. Loxd's $, POWer,,,when the 
Spirit of life enters, mtq the ſinner, and he is 
quickened from a death in treſpaſſes and fins, 
A happy, eternally happy day. The ſame 
Spirit will be his comſorter, will bring him to 
the knowledge of his ſalyation, zprough lth 
in the zloriouſly. complete work of -I 

nuel, by which, he ſhall find: himſelf Io 
from guilt and fear, and in Jeſus, made a 
partaker o grace and glory. Ihen the, joy 
of, the Holy. Ghoſt is felt in his, ſoul, aud 
his heart is in tune to bleſs the Lord His God. 


---0 Lord, I wall Hraiſe thee, though thou 


wat angry with. me, thing anger 541 turned 
o!d,:God 


is my. ſalvation,; 1 will tru Way not be 

afraid : for the Lord Jehovah, is my finength. 
Wy my ;fongs. he. elſo as. 57 N my  ſalva- 
tion: therefore with, jay ſhall ye draw water 
out. of. the 29215 of falpation, [Theſe wells are 
the fountains of grace, from Which the hea- 


* 
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venly travellers draw thef# holy "comforts, 
and with which! refrefhied they go on from 
| ſtrength to ſtrength, praiſing Jehovah, and 
aſcribing' to him allithe glory of their Tala” 
tion. He was angry with them, and Juſtly. 
The fire of his wrath flight have Ot t6 
the loweſt hell; and his Jaw, his juſtice; His 
holinefs, and his truth would have been glo- 
rified for ever in their deſtruction. But ad 


mired be his mercy, adored be his ſovereign 


i grace, he himſelf found out a way to magnife 

every divine attribute in their falvation. This 
was thd wonderful eontrivarice'of the Three 
in covenant. The Father accepted hib 65 
equal Son in the place of his people, and 
His obedience” unto death in their ſtead ; he 
is now perfeatly reconciled to them in cas; 
his anger 16. turned/away from them. And 
when it is given unto'them.to know it, and 
they receive the comfort of 1 it, when they have 
Joy and peace in beſfeving, oh what a day of 
light and glory then breaks in upon their 
fouls-a day ſometimes clouded with the 
riſing miſts and*vapours of the body of fin, 
but often fo bright and ſerenę, that the warm 
beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs {ſhine di- 
recuy into their hearts. Theſe are times of 
great refreſhing from the preſence of the 


Lord. The communications of his love are 


then felt with pure delight; and the ſoul is 
made ſenſible that it is in Jeſus a happy 
partaker of che fulneſs of joy. The man 
cahndt contain his mighty bliſs ; but breaks 
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„ out aloud into thanks, and calls upon the 
f = - by-ſtanders to admire the marvellous good- 
d RE neſs of God. Behold, ſee here a miracle of 


- grace---God is my ſalvation---wonder with me 
at the exceeding riches of this love Why ; 


0 me? What am I, that the moſt high God 
8 * ſhould be my Saviour? I am ſure he never 
=  fet his love upon one more unworthy, nor 
'- KF plucked any brand ont of the burning, that 
n © was fitter fuel for hell-fire. O help me then, 
Y angels and men, to praiſe and adore that in- 


'S | finite mercy, which contrived, wrought out, 

© | and has now applied to me, this ſalvation, 

- KR withall its bleſſings. My debt increaſes, and 

0 * J want to praiſe him more; for in that un- 

F ſpeakable gift of his Son he gave me all 

3 things, and he has now given me faith, and 

d has put me into poſſeſſion. I have his word 

d for it, and I believe ita word of infallible 
'© 


truth, confirmed by promiſe, ratified by che 
ui 2 covenant oath of the bleſſed Trinity. Theſe 


2 engagements cannot « be broken, therefore 
” I will truſt and not be afraid. On the 
1, part of the divine covenantors all is ſure: 
n They have given me the fulleſt ſecurity that 
2 can be, and I may take the comfort of it. 
of They will never leave me nor forſake me, 
E and my faith ſhall not fail. Bleſſed promiſe! 
* I ſhall be kept by the power of God, through 
5 [faith unto ſalvation. Glory be to the Lord 
F # Jehovah, who is my ftrength---his almighty 
Uh arm holds me up, and therefore he is my 


fong---the ſame arm will carry me ſafe to the 
L 
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end, therefore my heart rejoiceth in him, 
and with my ſong will I praiſe him. I will 
make my boaſt of his ſtrength ; all the day 
long will I be telling of his falvation. How 
en I mention too often theſe infinite mer- 
" cies of my God? LI love to dwell on the 
delightful theme. It warms my heart, it in- 
flames mine affeftions,- and raiſes my ſoul to 
heaven. My joys are all in this one---He 
alſo has become my ſalvation. He is my pre- 
ſent ſalvation : for he has opened the foun- 
tain, and has opened my heart to receive the 
life-giving ſtreams. How can I but bleſs and 
adore his holy name, while I am with joy 
drawing water out of the wells of ſalvation ? 


= 


O ye bleſſed of the Lord, who have re- 


ceived the fame ſalvation out of the infinite 
fountain of divine grace, aſſiſt me to praiſe. 
Your rejoicing with me will increaſe my 
Joys, and improve my thankfulneſs. So it 


follows in the prophet- In that day ſhall 


YE ſay---yE ; not one only, as Wh but 
the many partakers of the ſame mercies will 
ling in chorus. They will join in ſocial 
worſhip, and with one heart. unite. in the 
common tribute of praiſe. - Prarſe ye the 
Tord, call upon his name, declare his, doings 
among the people, make mention that 4% 
name is exalted, Sing unto the Lord; 
* :.ath done excellent things : : this is re 
all the earth. Cry out and ſhout, thou 
ban of Sion: for great is the holy 


One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee, Great he 
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is indeed; infinitely---everlaſtingly great in 
himſelf---and to be admired for his excellent 
greatneſs in ſaving ſinners. This is his 
greateſt work, and it demands of them their 
higheſt praiſe: and they are glad to give it 
him. Happy are they now, when humble 
and poor in ſpirit they can exalt their Sa- 
viour God: but who can tell how happy 
they ſhall: be when he ſhall exalt them, and 
make them partakers of his own happineſs ? 
Eternal ſalvation will demand the tribute of 
their eternal praiſe; and they will be moſt 


bleſſedly employed in paying it, when they 


ſhall return to Sion with ſongs, and ever- 
laſting joy ſhall be upon their heads. 
Crowned heads may well ſing: for their 
coronation-day will laſt for ever; and the 
king of kings will put ſuch honour upon his 
royal friends, that all heaven will ring with 
his praiſes: They will with one heart and 
one voice adore God the Lamb, whoſe 
gracious hand wiped away all tears from their 
eyes, and made ſorrow and ſighing flee away 
for cwer; and who gave them his joy and 
gladneſa, ſuch as are, even in heaven, inex- 
prefſible, and will be to —— full of 
glory. 

O-my God, accept of my poor mite. I 
deſire to join all the redeemed on earth and 
in heaven in bleſſing and praiſing thee at all 
times. I would give thee praiſe continuall 
with my heart and with my mouth. I would 
rezoice in thee, and in nothing but thee ; for 
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—w!!UUUU!U U 7 77 —V“[7ñ— —ä— — — — — — —— —— i ved —— — — — — 
* 2 — - 10 
* * 2 i 
DIET G 8 
- 0 4 ew E HY) * 
3 4 — * * . gpens 1 oe «© * Ly 


226 WAKK OF FAbMDH, 


chou art my God, my ſupreme a and 
mine everlaſting portion. Let me then, for 


thy mercy's ſake, glory in praiſing thee. 


henceforth, and for ever. I aſcribe it to 
thee) now with a glad heart, rejoicing in hope, 
that my praiſe will be better ere long, and 
never · ceaſing. Thou art worthy of all that 
angels and men can pay. To thee, holy 
Father, with the Son and Spirit, the 
Three 1n one Jehovah, be equal and endleſs 
praiſe, To this I give my hearty Amen, 


— 


CHAP. VIII. 


The believer walks humbly with God, bearing 
tus croſs. 


HE happy believer is now advanced a 
great way in his journey. He has 

deen brought to the ſaving knowledge of 
God---has received faith in his reconciled 
God in ſeſus-has been taught by the Spirit 
to love his God---and has found the bleſſed- 


neſs of holy communion with“ him in the 


way of obedience and duty, which makes 
bim go on rejoicing; then it is become fit 
and proper that his faich and love ſhould be 


tried: He muſt expect it. It is to the ho- 


nour of God, to the good of others, and to 
the eſtabliſhing of thoſe graces, that proof 
mould be made of them, and that they 
ſhould be put, like gold, into the furnace. 
This is only: a refiner's fire. 


If the furnace 
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be very hot, one ſeven times more than it 


was wont to be heated, the gold will loſe no- 


thing. Sterling grace is purer and brighter 
for every fiery trial. Its enemies, 'who blow 
the flame, have no intention to refine it, and 
fometimes the believer himſelf cannot ſee 
how the means will anſwer the end; but God 
over-rules every trial for his glory and the be- 
hever's good, and makes, it more precious 
than that of gold, which periſheth. Troubles, 
oppoſition from within and from without, all 
the difficulties he can meet with, only ſerve to 
purge out his droſs, and to render him more 
fit for his heavenly walk. Herein the grace 
of God: is moſt marvellous- Such a power 
as brought light out of darkneſs, is conti- 
nually direfting and ſanctiſying the crofles of 
the believer, ſo that not one of them can ſtop 
him; nay, the greateſt of them help him 
forward in his journey, and bring him not 


only more ſafely, but alſo more happily to 
the end of it. Adored: for ever be the Fe- 


ther's love, which maker all things work 
together for his children's good ! 

When man was in Paradile, there was no- 
thing in him but what was conformed to the 
image of God, His will was one with the 
will of, God. In this ſtate there was nd 
croſs. Harmony ruled in the innocent 
breaſt; and God looked on his favourite 
man with delight. They were perfefily 
agreed, and they walked together in holy 
and happy friendſhip.  -But when man telly 
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He is dead to God. He does not know why \ 
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then fin-brought 1 in ſorrow, in the ten thon- 
ſand mii ſeries which the body ſuffers, and in 
the entire» corruption of the faculties of the 
foul; particularly the will, now at enmity 
with the will of God. Hence our croſſes. 
Sin is their fruitful parent; and while we are 
in a body of ſin and death, we cannot. be 
exempt from ſuffering: for man is born to 
trouble as naturally as the ſparks fly upwards; 
but the unregenerate man does not feel the 
cauſe of this. He has do ſpiritual ſenſes. 


he fufters, and he is not ſenſible of what he 
deſerves to ſuffer, therefore. he goes on mer- 
my, laughing and ſinging under a load of 
guilt, enough to ruin a thouſand worlds. 
But when the ſpirit of life enters into him, 
and he is made to ſee his ſtate, to feel his 
guilt, and to fear his danger, then he begins 
to groan under the croſs. Every day he diſ- 
covers how totally he was fallen, and depart- 
ed in heart from the living God. He now 
taſtes the bitterneſs of im, and finds the 
deadly fruits of it. Although there be a re- 
medy provided to bring the wanderers home, 
and he is made acquainted with it, yet he is 
without ſtrength to apply it. He cannot by 


believing take the comfort of it. When it is 


given him to believe, he ſtill has ſig and ſuf- 


Jering to exerciſe his faith. Againſt bis 


corruptions and temptations he muſt be conti- 
nually fighting che good fight of faith. From 


this warfare he can have no charge but by 
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b WALK OF FAITH, | 229 
- : death. He muſt take to himſelf the whole 
: armour of God, and be under arms night 
and day, or he will never be able to reſiſt the, 
aſſaults of evil ſpirits, or to overcome the 
oppoktion of evil men. This is the heritage 
of all the fervants of the Lord. All that 
will live godly in Chriſt Jefus ſhall ſuffer per- 
ſecution. If they be on the Lord's ſide, all »e 
his enemies will certainly be their's ; ſo'that if 
they enter into his kingdom, it muſt be 
through much tribulation. The king him- 
ſelf went this way to the crown, bearing his 
**roſs; and he has aſſured us there is no other 
. ? way Whoſgever doth not bear his croſs, 
J * and come after me, AN Nr be my diſciple“ 
; | he muſt deny himſelf what by nature he 

f loves, and muſt love what by nature he hates: 
unleſs he live in this ſtate of ſelf-denial, which 
is to be his daily croſs, he cannot live in com- 
munion with me, as one of my diſciples. If 
he be one of the higheſt of them, yet he muſt 
carry his croſs: for he has ſtill a fallen nature, 
and its ſenſes and appetites are always luſting 
againſt the will of God, and it is like plucks 
ing out a right eye to deny them their gratifi- 
cations, and to refuſe them their much-co- 
veted pleaſures. He is in a body of ſin and 
death, and mult carry his croſs to his grave, 
being liable to all the ſufferings which mor- 
tality is heir to, and all the way mortified 
under them, becauſe be cannot bear them 
without faith, nor hold out without patience 
and theſe graces are not of himſelf, but are 
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the giſt of God. He is alſo forced to > carry 
another croſs all his days, even the .corrup- 
$0n of his nature, depraved in every faculty, 
and always inclined to evil. This is the hur- 
den and grief of the children of God, under 
which they all groan : and a ſore and heavy 
burden 1t is, heavier for being continual, and 
for its always working againſt the grace and 
glory of the Lord Chriſt: for this infection 


of nature doth remain, yea, in them that are 


regenerated, and appears in nothing more 
than in their adulterous love to their own 
righteouſneſs, of which they are ſo dotingly 
fond, that after the holy Spirit has divorced 
them from it, and their Maker has become 
their huſband, even the Lord their RIGHT E/ 
OUSNEsSS, yet ſtill an unlawful attachment to 
their own righteouſneſs remains, and is the 


cauſe of the greateſt croſſes, and of the hea- 


vieſt trials they meet with in their way to 
heaven. 


Hence the croſs becomes neceſſary for the 


Whole nature of fallen man, ſor body and 


foul. The ſenſual appetites are continually 
ſeeking their gratification in unlawful things, 
and the Tpiritual faculties are full of blind 
pride and ſell-righteouſneſs, and know no 


way to the divine favour, but by their own 


works and goodneſs. The croſs is indiſpenſa- 
bly? needfu] to mortify the fleſh,” with its 
afteftions and luſts, and to crucify the vanity 
of the mind, that whey it would glory it may 
have nothing left to es in, but the Lord. 
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In this light let us conſider the infinite love, 
which appointed the outward croſs ſor the 
outward man, and the inward croſs for the in- 
ward man; and let us fee how, by each of 
them, communion with God is preſerved, 
and the believer is helped forward in his 
bleſſed journey. 


— — — 
Ar. . 


The believer, exeFrifed with the outward crofe, 
carries it with, patience, and finds it #®. 
great help to him in his walk heavenwards, * 


E call that a crofs whieh oppoſes ur 
will. This oppoſition renders it 
painful and grie vous. A very little matter: 
the leaſt trifle, becomes a great croſs, when 
our will is fer much againſt it. How ther” 
can the believer rejoice with a heavy eroſt 
upon his back; or how can he rejoice-alt 
bis days, if he "muſt carry it to his grave? 
The bſeſſed goſpel diſcovers. how this may be, 
2 the blefled Spirit gives the experience of 
for he continues to teach the dottrines of 
par and under the croſs he enforces them. 
What has been treated of in the former 
chapters he now” applies with life and power 
The dottrines are put to the trial, and it ap- 
pears that they are bf God: for none coulck 
produce the effects which follow upon bes 
heving them, but an almighty arm. Faith 
158 tried in the fire, and the belie ver is cor 
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vinced it is the faith of God's cleft £ for the 
promiſe. is made good When thou walkeſt 
through the very fire thou ſhalt not be burned, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee.” 
His love to his reconciled God is put into the 
Hery furnace, and it comes out, like the 
three children, ſenſible their God had been 
with them in the furnace, and their God had 
brought them out; for which marvellous in- 
ftances of his fove to them, their love was 
increaſed to him. This is God's way. He 
wes grace and then. tries it. When he has 
enabled the ſinner, by believing, to find 
peace and love, then he would improve thoſe 
graces by daily exerciſe, and if the exerciſe 
of them be very ſharp and afflicting, it is. 
only to eſtabliſh the truſt of his heart, and to 
confirm che affection of his {out more per- 
ſebtly in his God. Hs Cod. Mind that. 
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Weaken that relation. He:is the ſame/tendes 
father to his children, when he puts it upon 
them, as when he takes it off; and he would 
have them by faith to experience it. While 
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to them through the obedience and facrifice 
of Immanuel, they will ſee the fame paternal 


ways dilpoled io de them good. His love 
changeth not. Ihe happy objects of it have 
given chis glorious. teſtimony, even when 
under his croſs- WE +xx ow. that alk 
chings werk toge ther for good they found. 
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affeddion invariably. ſet upon them, and al- 
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His- God ſtil. The crofs is not fent to 


they depend on his being perfettly reconciled 
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it ſo. Whatever he ſent to them came with a 
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meſſage of his love. „Hear ye the rod, and 
him that ſent it.“ They hear what he ſays by 
it, for it ſpeaks of the Father's love, andthe 
belief of this quiets their minds under the 
ſtroke of this rod. Thus it anſwers: his pur- 
poſe This cometh not forth of the duſt, but 
is appointed for me; my Father ſent it, not 
in anger for the puniſhment of my ſins, but in 
the tenderneſs of his affection He is not 
dealing with me as the ſupreme diſpoſer of all 
events, who may afflict, and juſtly, his rebel 
creatures according to his ſovereigu will; but 
he has fent me this affliction with a meſſage of 
grace andpeace---I know it is well ordered---F 
kiſs the rod, and I blefs him that ſent it. 

The apoſtle Paul uſes this argument” to the 
ſuffering Hebrews. They had endured. @ 
long and great fight of afflictions. They had 
need of patience. He therefore gives them, 
in the 11th chapter, a fhort hiſtory of the 
Lord's favourites, and ſhews that they alb 
carried his crofs, and that he ſupported them 
all under it; yea, gave them ſtrength to run 
their race, till every one of them won the 
prize. Then he requires them to look to 
| Jeſus, the greateſt ſufferer, out of whoſe 
fulneſs they might receive faith to run, and 
patience happtly to fintfly the ſame race. And 
left they ſhould be weary through ſuffering 
long, or. faint in their minds under hard (uf D 
fering, he reminds them of the character df 1 
their heavenly Father, who, out of the ten | 
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234 WAK OF FAITH 
deteſt love, appointed their crofles :-©* Have 
ye forgotten the exhortation,” ſays the apoſtle, 
in which your Father ſpeaketh unto you as 
unto children ? My son, deſpiſe not thou 
the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him : for whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon 
whom he receiveth. If ye endure chaſtening, 
God dealeth with you as with ſons: for what 
ſon is he whom the father chaſteneth not ? 
But if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereof 
AL'L are partakers, then are ye baſtards and 
not ſons.“ O what a bleſſed exhortation! 
How full of love--«the love of God the Fa- 
ther---love to his child, who wants correction 
---love that would not touch him with the rod, 
till he had moſt tenderly informed him of his 
gracious purpoſe. My so, my beloved, 
this chaſtening 1s from thy Father. It was 
determined for chee by covenant-love, and 
tettled upon thee for thy portion in the great 
charter of heaven. All thy croſſes were then 
mercifully appointed -their weight and mea- 
ure how long how great---how many 
what ſtrength was necdful to bear them Nhat 
comforts under them---and what holy fruits 
thould- be produced by them---all was fixed 
by love, is now given in love, and is to 
bring thee: to greater enjoyment of my love. 
My dear child, de ſpiſe not then my chaſten- 
mg, nor faint: when T rebuke thee. Be 
 aflured-at is for thy good. There is a needs 
mußt. It is ſo neceſſary, that I cannot love 


2 


thee vithout chaſtening thee, nor receive thee 
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among mine adopted without ſcourging thee. 
See then how thou takeſt my correction. 
Look at thy temper and behaviour under 
it. Examine, Art thou patient? Not ſuf- 
fering merely, but ſuffering quietly, is the 
proof of thine adoption--If ye EN DURR 
chaſtening---if when I afflict, thou canſt poſ- 
feſs thy ſoul in patience under mine afflicting 
hand, then I. deal with thee as with fons---I 
give thee thy portion of ſuffering, and I give 
thee thy portion. of grace to bear it. All my 
children want corretting, and they all have it: 
for what ſon is he whom the Father chaſteneth- 
not ? They are all ſufferers. Mine only 
begotten was the greateſt. _ None of you can 
fuller as he did; but whoever ig following 
him muſt ſhare with him in his crols, and 
bear it after him. If any be without my 
chaſtiſement, whereof all mine are par- 
takers; if they cannot bear it; have not 
faith to receive my loving correction, and 
therefore no patience to wait the bleſſed iſſue 
of it: ſuch do not belong to my family; _ 
are none of mine; they are baſtards, 
not ſons. | 
How ſhould the argument in this ſcripture 
reconcile the believer to ſuffering! How 
eaſy, yea, how happy, ſhould it make him 
under the croſs! He ſuffers, but it is from 
his Father, who, in moſt perfect Jove and in- 
nite wifdom, appointed the croſs, and 
appointed alſo the precious fruits, uhich it 
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ſhould” produce. O my ſoul, Reep this in 
mind. Remember whoſe croſs thou art car- 
rying. Thy Father contrived it. He ſent 
and continues it, that it may work under him 
for the beſt. It is the chaſtening of his 


richeſt love. Receive it then patiently,” 


thankfully at his hands, and thou wilt find it 
full of bleffings. But take heed how thow 
conſulteſt ſenſe, or carnal reaſon. Theſe are 
e enemies to the croſs: for they judge of 

it only by feeling, and always refuſe to be- 
heve what God fays concerning it. Adhere 


to the truth; and reje every fuggeſtion 


which would inlinuate to thee, that there is 
any thing but love in the chaſtening of the 
Lord. He is thy Father. He never loves 
thee more than when he chaſtens thee. There 
is no hatred in his heart, no vengeance in his 
band. He affures thee of this from the infalli- 
ble word of his mouth. Here may thy faith 
be ſettled: believe him—-he is doing thee 
good he is promoting thy beſt intereſt. Caſt 
not away this confidence; - and then the croſs 
will be the means of bringing thee to the 
© neareſt and holieſt communion which thou 
canſt have with thy father on this fide heaven. 
In this amiable light look upon thy Father 
and ithy friend. Never forget it, O my foul, 
but keep it in the faith of thy heart, eſpecially 
when he chaſteneth thee. Then expett from 
his love, patience under his ſtroke, and after 
it the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs. Theſe: 
will grow abundantly upon che croſs. They 
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grow no where elſe ſo rich and ripe. © Survey 
the promiſes which he has made to his ſuffer: 
ing children, and wait in faith for a joyful 
-harveſt. In due ſeaſon: thou ſhalt' reap; if 
thou faing not. And the croſs is intended to 
keep thee from fainting; becauſe thy Father 
{ends it for the increaſe and for the ſtrengthen- 
ing of thy faith. Read and ſtudy what he 
ſays to thee upon this pont. Learn and in- 
Ns digeſt it. In time of trouble thou 
wilt ſind great com fort from depending upon 
the promiſe of the Father to give thee a 
happy iſſue. Meditate then upon the ſerip- 

tures, in which he has declared his gracious 
purpoſes in alfticting his children, namely, 
Firſt, it is for the trial of faith. God gives 
it, and chen tries it; that it may appear to 
be his grace, that men may ſee it, and honour 
him for it, and that it may grow by uſe, Which 
is as neceſſary to ſpiritual, as exerciſe is to 
bodily growth. Frial ſhews the truth, ang 
brings forth the power of grace, and is theres 
by a matter of great joy: as the apoſtle James 
teſti fies, Writing to the twelve tribes in their 
diſperſion and - aftliction:: My brethren, 
count it ALI jou when ye fall into divers 
temptations, knowing this, that the trying of 
( your faith worketh patience; but let patience 
have its perfect work, that. ye may be perfect 

and entire, wanting nothing.” God be thanks 
| ed for this word of ſtrong conſolation! What: 
a precious ſoripture is it! How full of encou- 


N ragement to the believer to look with: delight 
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at temptations not temptations to ſin, but 
trials, ſent from God to keep from ſin. When 
be falls into them by providende, and meets 
them in the way of duty, then he ſhould judge 
of them, not from ſenſe, which can feel no- 
thing but ſorrow in affliftions ; but he ſhould 


take account of them from the declared pur- 


pole of God in ſending them, and he ſhould 
wait in faith ſor the bleſſings which they are 
to produce. God ſays, that they are matter 
of joy, of ALI. jo, of all true ſpiritual 
joy -they are not only ſuch in his account, 
but he alſo makes them ſuch to the believer. 
Accordingly we read in fcripture of many 
who did rejoice in trials. The Hebrews did: 

for they took jorrv t.Ly the ſpoiling of their 
goods. Paul did: „I am comforted,” ſays 
he, '« I am exceeding Joyful in all our tribu- 


lation.” Nay he went farther We crory 


in tribulations. - He teaped for joy with the 
croſs upon his back. He boaſted and tri- 


-umphed under it. What the world account- 


ed his worſt, he made his very crown of 


rejoicing : for he knew and found that the 


trial of faith worketh patience: faith receives. 
the croſs from the Father's love, and learns 
to bear it after Jefus: by the grace of the 
Spirit, the bearing of it, as it exerciſes fo it 


improves patience. The behever becomes 


more acquainted with it. Uſe, we ſay, 
makes perfect. He learns, where the ſtrength 
to bear 1s---from whence his comforts are to 


now. and from whole hand the 'blefled iſſue 
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is to be received. He waits, therefore, with 
fweet ſubmiſhon to his Father's will, that 
patience may have its perfect work, that by 


trials it may be exerciſed, by ſharper trials it 


may be improved, and by daily trials it may 


appear to be the genuine grace of. the Spirit, 


perfect and entire, lacking nothing. This the 
believer aims at. He would have every 


thing that belongs to true patience, and 


growth in it; he would have it reſmed by 


_ every fiery trial, and made purer and brighter, 


that it may hold out, till it have done its per- 
fect work. The apoſtle Peter gives the ſame 
encouragemęnt to the ſame afflicted He- 
brews; he exhorts them to faith and patience 
under their ſufferings, in theſe words: “ Ve 
are kept by the power of God, through faith, 
unto ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the 
laſt time ; wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 
now for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are in hea- 
vineſs through manifold temptations ; and the 
trial of your faith being much more precious 
than of gold that periſheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe 
and honour and glory, at the appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” 
laid open in this ſcripture ! Read, O my 
ſoul, and adore the exceeding riches of thy 
Father's grace. He knew how needful af. 
{lictions were, both for the fleſh and for the 
Spirit, and therefore he appointed thee thy 
portion, and he has in-mercy informed thee 


of his delign: in them. He bas revealed his 
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will for the ground of thy faith, that when he 
ſends them, thou mighteſt experience the 
bleſſings - promiſed to his ſuffering children. 
The belief of his love, in contriving and in 
proportioning them to the ability given thee 
to bear them, would ' adminiſter matter of 
joy in ſorrow, and by truſting to his faith- 


fulneſs thou wouldſt greatly rejoice; thy joy 


would ſo far exceed thy ſorrow. The heavi- 


neſs 1s but for a ſeaſon- the joy for ever. The 
heavineſs only during the trial of faith---the * 


joy mcrealed by that very trial. The trial 
was only to prove the truth of faith, and to 
evidence che power of 1t=-not to weaken, 
but to ſtrengthen it- mot to deſtroy, but to 
refine it. The refiner does not intend to 
loſe one atom of his gold, but puts it into 
the fire to purge away the droſs. So does 
God. When | he hath tried me,” ſays 
Job, I: ſhall come forth as gold.“ He 
was tried in the fire, and his faith was 
found unto praiſe and honour and glory: 
Therefore he is ſet forth for an example of 
ſuffering affliction and of patience. Behold, 
we account them happy, not who ſuffer, but 
who endure ſuffering. Ye have heard of the 
patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of the 
Lord; that the Lord abounds in compaſſion, 
and is of tender merey. O my ſou}, wait 
upon the ſame Lord, and he will bring all 
thy trials to che ſame bleſſed end. He has 
the ſame pity and mercy to thee as he had to 
: end Thou haſb che lame reafon to believe x 
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as he had. Thy faith 1s tried in the fire, as hes 
was, that it may come out of it like gold. 
The trial was appointed in perfect love, and 
is to produce the greateſt bleſſings of love. 
Thy God has moſt gracious deſigns towards BM 
thee in putting thee into the fire. It is to try = 
thy faith; whether thou canſt truſt him there. 2 
It is to improve thy faith by the trial, that 
thou mayeſt truſt him more. If thou haſt 
truſting faith, it is to teach thee patient faith. 
It is a hard leſſon to learn to truſt againſt 
ſenſe and carnal reaſon, and to ſay, This 
croſs is good for me, I deſire to ſubmit, and 
to take it patiently at the hand of God. O it 
is very hard to believe that there is nothing 
but love in every ſuffering ; and it is harder 
to find it ſo, while ſuffering. And yet the 
Spirit of God declares there is nothing but 
love in it, and by believing thou wilt cer- 
tainly find it. May every trial of thy faich 
eſtabliſh it, and thereby bring forth, | 
Secondly, The bleſſed fruit of Patience. 
The croſs does good to. faith; becauſe by it | 
God teaches -his children to bear up, and to 
hold out; truſting to his promiſes, and 
\ waiting in hope for his fulfilling them, and 
thus it t Exerciſes patience, which is a grace of 
the Spirit, learned only in the ſchool of 
Chriſt, and therefore the giver of it, among 
bis other high titles, is called, the Gad of 
patience, He firſt enables his afflicted chil- 
dren to believe what he has ſaid of his love in 


afllicting them, and then to wait for the ex- 
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vperience of his love, undef” their afflictions. 


This waiting quietly, without giving way to 


ſenſe, or unbelief, is patience. Faith is 


tried, and Randle the trial. Tribulation 
comes, faith is exerciſed with it, but holds 
faſt its confidence in the word of God, and 
thereby has full proof of the faithfulneſs of 
God. This worketh patience---a quiet ſub- 
miſſion to the divine will---and a holy ſubjec- 
tion to the divine rod. The fleſh murmurs, 
ſelf. will repines, ſelf. indulgence rebels; but 
faith looks up for the promiſed ſtrength, and 
by it conquers them. It ſtops their mouths 
with a huſh---be ſtill, and know that he is God 
---he is my fovercign and my Father---this af- 
fliction indeed is not for the preſent: joyous, 


but rather grievous---nevertheleſs it comes 


from his love, love guides his hand, love 
will bring good out of 1t---O that all within 
me may ſubmit to his will, and bleſs his 


name! 


Bat the croſs is hard and painful; fleſh-and 


blood cannot bear it. True; but grace can, 
To endure is the proper work of patience. 
It endures by truſting to the word of God, 
and by receiving from him the promiſed 
firength. What cannot ſuch a grace endure? 
When God fays, '« Fear not: I will be _ 
thee, when thou goeſt®through the fire: 

the believer is hereby forewarned of the fire; 
and when he is called to go through it, he 
expetts the preſence of his God, that if the 


by buſh burn, it may not be confuntd; Haw 
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comfortably does the apoſtle: Petey ſpeak of 
this to the ſuffering Hebrews: “ Beloved, 
think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, 
which is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange 
thing had come unto you: but rejoice, inal-, 
much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings, 
that When his glory ſhall be. revealed, ye may 
be glad alſo with exceeding joy. He; would 
have them to be accuſtomed to the croſs, it 
being the only way to the crown. There is 
nothing new or ſtrange in it. All the crown- 
ed heads in heaven carried it, while they 
were upon earth; yea, the king of ſaints 
went bearing it before them. There never 
was ſorrow like unto his forrow ; and yet for 
the joy that was ſet before him, he endured 
the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. Take up 
thy croſs, O my ſoul, and follow him. Look 
unto Jefus. He will give thee ſtrength. He 
has taken the eurſe and wrath out of dry ſuſ- 
fering. Thou wilt ſee it, the fruit of his love 
to thee, and it will be the means of engaging . 
thy. love to him. What if it be a burning 
fiery furnace; is it not almighty love which 
calls thee to go into it? Not to hurt thee, 
but to try thee, to give thee happy proof of 
the ſoundneſs of thy faich, and of che power 
of thy patience. He would have thee to 
know, that thy patience, truſting to his tried 
word, is invincible; that no blow can beat it, 
no Ge can burn it, from Chriſt: He would 
bring thee to experience what the prophet did, 


when he ſaid---+ Thy word is tried to the 
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uttermoſt, and thy ſervant loveth it.“ The 
ood word of God was tried, as Can as it 
could be, and the trial proved its truth, and 
therefore he had freſh reaſon to love it. The 
trial increaſed his confidence in the truth, and 
his experience in the ſweetneſs of its pro- 
miſes; thereby his patience was confirmed, 
and he could rejoice, inaſmuch as he was a 
partaker of Chriſt's ſufferings, both of their 
infinite ſufficiency, and alſo of their might 
efficacy to ſave. By enjoying theſe bleſſings 
under the croſs, his heart was happy in the 
joy ſet before him. He had the earneſt and 
the foretaſte of heaven; for he knew that 
when the glory of Jeſus ſhould be revealed he 
mould be glad with exceeding Joy. | 
But the carnal mind 1s ready to complain 
---this would be true, if the ſuffering was 
ſhort, but it is long, as well as hard-I have 
borne up a great while, but now my patience 
is quite tired out I am ready to give all up, 
being weary of my life with the length of my 
trials. How n have I knovn in this 
melancholy caſe! Fair bloſſoms in the mild 
and gentle ſpring. In ſine weather and 
ſmiling ſunſhine they looked beautiful,” and 
gave hopes of their being in the tree of lite, 
and of their growing and ripening upon it. 
But, alas! a trying time came, a bleak cold 
north wind, and a very ſharp piercing froſt--- 
like 3 n autumn, down fell the pro- 
miſing bloo My heart has mourned again 
and again at the fall of one and another, and 
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mourns, while I am writing this, over ſeve- 
ral now living, who have forſaken God and 
his ways, fag the world and its delights, 
They met with trouble, and it was too act; 
for them. , They were tempted, and they had 
not ſtrength to reſiſt. The reaſon is thus 
 aſſigned---+ He that received ſeed into ſtony 
places, the ſame is he that heareth the word, 
and anon, with joy, receiveth it; yet hath he 
not root in himſelf, but endureth for a While: 
for when tribulation or perſecution ariſeth 
becauſe of the word, by and by he is offend- 
ed.” He is offended and falls away, becauſe 
he had no root; and they who have root are 
too often tempted to be offended at the croſs. 
They find it very difficult to bear up under it. 
Natural infirmity, remaining corruption, and 
ſtrength of temptation make pain and ſuffer- 
ing grievous to the fleſh :, yea, when they are 
forced to bear the crols long, and it is very 
heavy, they are apt to murmur and fret, 
grow diſcontented, are tempted to unbelief, 
and, if they give Way to it, to deſpair. How 
neceſſary is it, then, that they ſhould be 
enabled to poſſeſs their fouls in patience, un- 
der their great and many trials! To which 
end, nothing can contribute more effectually, 
than a ſettled faith in the Word and promiſe of 
2 reconciled God: This will ſtay and quiet 
the ſoul; when trouble comes. It is the 
chaſtening of my Lord, ſays the behever--- 
my loving, F ather ſends. ite for | good---he. is 
only trying my faith and patience, and the. 
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trial will end well---it is - grievous indeed, at 
preſent, and I go on my way weeping, but I 
have my ſupports now, and I ſhall ſoon reap 


a a joyful harveſt. I have a faithful promiſe 


for it, which is a conſtant cordial, and keeps 
up my ſpirits, My God will be with me as 
long as the trial laſts---he ſays he will. I be- 


lieve him, and therefore expett his promiſed 


preſence and ſtrength, till faith and patience 
have their perfect work. Such a cordial the 
apoſtle James gives to' the Hebrews. They 
wanted it much. They were greatly oppreſſ- 


ed by the rich, and ſome of them were 


perſecuted even unto death. „ Be patient, 
therefore, brethren,” ſays he, «+ unto the 
coming of the Lord; behold' the huſband- 
man waiteth for the precious fruits of the 
earth, and hath long patience for 1 Its until he 
receive the early and the latter rain: be ye 
alſo patient; eſtabliſh your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” He 
puts great ſtreſs upon the Lord's coming: 
« Yet a very little while, and your Lord will 
come to appear for you.“ It is true you are in 
a fiery trial, but your God- calls you to it; 


and it may ſeem to you a long trial, but be 


has promiſed you grace ſufficient to hear it. 
Truſt him then, and he will keep you patient. 
He knows your frame and temper, and bids 
you look about you. See, how the hufl- 
bandman waits, having only a general pro- 
mile, that ſeed-time and harveſt ſhall not fail ; 

and is it not more reaſonable that you ſhould 
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wait, with patience the end of the Lord. He! . 
ſows his ſeed and leaves it. It endures much 
hard weather, froſt and ſnow, rough winds 1 
and wintry ſtorms. Summer comes, but he = 
muſt ſtill wait: his corn is in ear, yet it is = 
liable to ſuffer from long drought and from x 
blights, and to be beaten down with heavy 
thunder ſhowers; but he has long patience. 
At laſt he is not difappointed of his lope: 
He reaps the precious fruit of the earth, and 
gathers in his joyful harveſt. Behold, 0 my 
foul, and imitate. 'How' ftrong is his faith! 
Is thine like his? God has only faid thax 
the ſeaſons ſhall not fail: he has not ſaid 
that the harveſt in every field and country 
ſhall nov fail; yet che farmer ſows in faith, 
and waits 1h patience. 'But the promiſe is 


ſure to thee: „ He that beheveth ſhall never 42 
be confounded;” and doſt thou believe this | 

with a hope that maketh not aſhamed? He 4 I 
has long patience; how is thine? Artthow 7 


not weary and faint in' thy mind, clpecially” 
when'the courſe of oy Kence lee ms to ru 
unter to thy hope ? ws thou hold thee! 
ſtül in che Nord, and abide "patiently upon, 
lim, when he chaſtiſes thee, and ſeems in! 
anger to caſt thee off? He waits long for a 
hadrveſt of periſhing things, and canſt not thou 
wait to have thy fruit unto holineſs,” andthe! 
end everlaſting! * ? O what need haſt thou 
of patience! K it, pray for it, beg of 
thy God to be * thy heart, that thou? 
mayeſb be woted and grounded! in faith; and 
N 
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if troubles come great and heavy, thou mayeſt 
poſſeſs thy ſoul in patience, ſo long as the 
Lord ſhall pleaſe to exerciſe thee with them. 
And never forget that he will certainly come, 

and quickly. Let this promiſe keep thee from 
fainting. He will come in with his ſupports; he“ 
will adminiſter his comforts under the croſs; 

he will remove it in due ſeaſon. What can be 
required for the eſtabliſhing of thy heart, 
which is not promiſed to thee in this ſcripture : 

« Caft not away, therefore, your confidence, 
which hath great recompence of. reward ; for 

ye have need of patience, that after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promiſe : for it is but a very little while, and 

he that ſhall come will come, and will not 
tarry. Watt then on the Lord, O my foul; 

be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 
thine heart: wait, I ſay, on the Lord.” | 

Perhaps thou ' axt- ready to reply---I have 

- waited long, but am ſtill to learn; for my 
trials are ſo varied, that as ſoon as I have 6 
been well exerciſed with one ſort, preſently it | 
is changed, and another comes, to which 1 
was not accuſtomed---And this continually, 
Ji! like Job's meſſengers, one after another; and 
| ſtill the laſt brings a ſadder meſſage than the 
| | former---Hard and long trials I have endured, 
i but this conſtant change of them wearies me 
198 out; they come ſo unexpected, they find me fo 
= unprepared, they {o haraſs my troubled mind, 
| that I am ready to fink under. them---fre- 
if quently I am tempted to think, that if God 
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loved me, he would not delight. i in viteling 
me in this manner. 

Thus the carnal mind is apt to.; reaſon 
againſt God and his ways; but when the be- 
liever goes into the ſanctuary and conſults the 
oracle, he receives an anſwer of grace and 
peace, and is ſatisfied that this change of 
trials is nothing new with God. It is his 
uſual method of training up his children in 
faith and patience. He appoints troubles for 
the exerciſe, and all ſorts of troubles for the 
improvement of their graces. The captain of 
their ſalvation was made perfect through ſuf- 
ferings; ſo are all the ſoldiers of Chriſt 
Jeſus. It was the remark of one of his 

champions---+* Many are the troubles of the 

righteous.” The apoitle fames, ſpeaking of 
the 715 Hebrews, ſays, „They had 
DIVERS tqmptations, different one from 
another ;"! | his brother Peter tries to com- 
fort them under their ManiroitDd afflictions, 
many in number, {uccecding as falt ag wave 
follows after wave ; and of many kinds, lome 
chitrefled them in rz bodies, others in their 
minds, in their character, 1 in their ſubſtance, in 
their families, in every way that affliction 
could be felt. Patience is the grace ſuited to 
all theſe trials; becauſe it bears them in the 
ſtrength of God!: for it conliſts in truſting to 
his fure word of promiſe, and helieving it 
againſt ſenſe and teeling. Faith ſays, this 
preſent trial comes from the love of my co- 
venant God: Patience ſays, then I will bear 
M2 
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it, till he bring it to a good 1ffue. 
ever the trial be, patience has the ſame pro- 
miſe, and the ſame promiſe- keeping God to 


W hat- 


truſt in. 
only to give a variety of proofs, that he is 
faithful who hath promiſed. He knows we 
have divers diſeaſes, which mult have divers 
remedies to heal them. We have manifold 
evils in us, which require manifold afflictions 
to ſubdue them: And our God intends to 
give us many bleſſings, and he appoints many 
troubles to bring us to the enjoyment of 
them. All theſe are gracious diſpenſations, 
mercifully contrived, and ſeaſonably admi- 
niſtered, that patience may learn to bear, and 
may learn to perſevere in bearing. God 
changes the trial. Patience has a new leſſon, 
and a new opportunity of improvement. A 
good teacher brings his tcholars forward, and 


when they are gone through one book, and 


are well grounded in it, then he adviinces 
them to another: when they have learned 
Latin he puts them into Greek. But he does 
not change their ſtudies out of ill-will or 
hatred to his ſcholars. They had rather be 
at play than mindit}o their books; and they 
had rather get but one leſſon, aal be ſaying 
it over from day to day; but the maſter 
knows what is beſt for them, and he keeps 
them to their work. God trains up his {cho- 
lars in various exerciſes, but all for their im- 
provement. He does not conſult what 
would pleaſe them, but he changes the leſſon 


If he ſend variety of trials, it is 
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to bear it.“ The Father will exerciſe. his 
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as he ſees needful. He knows when their 
faith wants confirming, when their patience 
needs eſtabliſhing, and therefore, in much 
mercy, he ſends a new trial for the growth of 
thoſe graces, Leſt they ſhould, miſtake, his 
meaning in varying his trials ſo often, he 
gives them this general rule: „There hath 
no temptation taken you, but ſuch as is com- 
mon to man; but God is faithful, who will 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able, but will with the temptation alls 
make a way to eſcape, chat ye may be able 


<= 
__—— 
_- 


children wich no trial but ſuch as is common 
to man; and he will enable them to bear it; 
and he will make a way for them to eſcape. 
How ſhould thefe conſiderations filence their 
murmurings! If the trial be new to them, 
yet it is common to man. If it be hard to 
bear, yet grace is almighty. to ſtrengthen 
patience, If it laſt long, yet it fhall end well. 
How convincing are theſe reaſons! How 
patiently ſhould believers, influenced b. 
ihem, ſubmit to che chaſtening of the Lord! 
And yet there is flill unbelief in them, which 
will be urging freſh complaints, and ſtirring 
up impatience. 

The poor ſufferer, feeling his ſmart; is pt 
to think -Any crols but mine would be tole- 
rable---L ſhould not fay one word againſt 
God, if he tried me with any other; but, this 
cuts me to the heart.--Oh it is a very agony 
both to my fleſh. and ſpirit- there is nothing 


R 3 2 


* 6 
Nr 


252 WALK OF FAITH. 


like: it it is fo exattly calculated to croſs my 
temper, to hurt me in the tendereſt part, and 
to rob me of my moſt beloved gratification ; 
that it is the very thing in the world from 
which I could have wiſhed to be exempted. 
Any crofs, Lord, but this. 

Nay but, O man, who art thou that re- 
plieſt thus againſt God? Hold thy tongue as 
it were with a bridle. Let not felf-will mur- 
mur, and folly ſpeak againſt the chaſtening of 


the Lord. He fays that he is dealing with 


thee as with fons. Where is thy faith then, 
that ſenſe and feeling ſhould be permitted to 
plead, and to be heard againſt the witneſs of 
God in his word? Where thy patience, 
that thou canſt not bear the Ark croſs, but 
would take up any other? Alas! alas! 
miſtaken man---what canſt thou bear in thine 
own ſtrength? Thou feeleſt the ſmart of thy 
prefent croſs, and it makes thee peeviſh and 
fretful: the ſmart of any other would have- 
the very fame effect. A leſs than this; the 
leaſt thing in the world, that oppoſes thy vill, 

would ſtir up thine impatience.” *Obſerve thy 
temper how it catches fire at any little oppo- 
fition from men. The fame temper will be 


inflamed, and rage, when God chaſtiſes thee, 


if thou refuſe to receive his correction. Thy 
rebel will is the cauſe of thy pain, and makes 
thy crofs fo bitter: for if God's will aud 
thine were one; there could be no croſs; but 
is will is ahnighty, and yet thou reſiſteſt it. 
God puts his yoke upon thee, and thou art 
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like a ſtubborn beaſt, which only hurts and 


galls itſelf, by ftriving and kicking againſt its 


work. He tries thee with one croſs, and 
thou art diſſatisfied ; thou couldſt contrive a 
better for thyſelf. Thou wouldſt be thine 
own lord and governor, Self-will, they ſay, 
is a ſure guide to ſelf.deftruQion. Beware 
then of thine owrywill. When God calls 
thee to take up any croſs, do not wiſh for 
another. He ſends this, and to it he requires 
thy ſubmiſſion. It is thy duty, and thine in- 
tereſt to receive it for the exerciſe and for the 
improvement of thy patience ; but inſtead of 
taking it up quietly, and waiting for the good 


fruit of it, thou art quarrelling with it, and 


oppoſing the will. of God. O take heed of 
this vain attempt. It is a. ſnare laid for thee. 
A fatal trap, into which the love of independ- 
ence {educed the firſt man, and which, ever 
fince, eaſily enſnares his poſterity, When 
thou art tempted to murmur at thy preſent 
croſs---confider what it 18---meditate a mo- 
ment upon thy Father's love, who moſt mer- 


cifully appointed, who moſt ſeaſonably ſent 


1t---and if it be nothing ſtrange, but common 
to man, then do not try to ſhift it off, but 
ſeek the promiſed grace to bear it. There is 
not a croſs that he will lay upon thee, but he 
has laid it before upon others, and it will tend 
greatly to the peace of thy mind, and to the 
reſtraining of thine own will, to obſerve how 
he dealt with them. Take notice then, how 
he, in * exerciſed them with every crofs 
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that can be laid upon thee; how he ſupported 
them under it, and what bletled fruit they 
reaped from it. 

his is the kingdom of the croſs; and it is 
the Lord's will, that every diſciple in it ſhould 
be 1as his walter. He has choſen them ta 
ſuffer with him, as well as to reign with him; 
And therefore, intending to call forth his 
gits and graces into daily exerciſe, he has 
honoured them with the daily croſs. He ſees 
it needful often to change it, and he has in- 
formed them of his gracious deſigns herein, 
There is ſcarce any kind of ſuffering, but 
ſome or other of his people haye been tried 
with it, and he has left promiſes in ſeripture 
of his ſupport, and of his coming in with 
comfort; and, in due time, with deliverance. 
So that whatever thy croſs be, it is not ſent, 
O my foul, to hinder, but to promote com- 
munion wich thy God, and to help thee for- 
ward in che heavenly way. 

Art thou pinched with poverty 1 believer, 
but in diſtreſſed circumſtances? Bleſſed art 
thou of the Lord. Hearken, my beloved 
brother, hath not God choſen the poor of 
this world rich in ſaith, and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them 
that love him? What a merey is at to have 
thine outward eſtate thus appointed for thee 
by the choice of thy heavenly Father! And 
the fame eftate which he choſe for his beſt be- 
loved. In the exceeding riches of his love, 


he decreed. that chou ſhouldſt be poor in this 
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world, as Jeſus was---He knew eit, was beſt 
for thee---and he choſe thee rich in faith out- 
ward, poverty was to be the means of thine 
improvement in ſpiritual-riches---thy, want of 
temporals was to bring thee to live more by 
faith upon eternal things. O how good is thy 
God! He ſent thee poverty to emich thee, 
It is to bring thee: near to God, to Keep/thee 
near to him, "and to afford thee daily proot of 
his precious love. Thele are ſome of che 
bleſſings of rich faith, and theſe are worth 
more than all the treaſures of the world. Ie 
content  then--thy, God; Will ſupply all thy 
need. Be thank{ul---thou art an heir of the 
kingdom. Bleſs thy.God---no creature out 
of heaven has more reaſon to bleſs him than 
thou haſt----He is thine— All, things are 
thine. 

Perhaps thou art tried with bodily pain and 
ſickneſs : theſe are hard trials. To endure 


them is the very crown of, patience ;. but 


ſtrength to endure them is promiſed, and in 
waiting upon the Lord will be received; o 
that outward Pivs ſhall produce inward 3 joy. 
Thus we read: The Lord will ſtrengthen; 


him upon the bea of languithing ; thou wilt; 
make all his bed in his ſickneſs.“ He 1& 


weak Cod ſtrengthens him; be is fick; 


God comforts him; be is in pain 


God ſmooths his bed, and, he hes patient. 
Sickneſs cannot be pala in itſelf, but is 
profitable ſor its fruits. It is the appoint- 


ment of God, and teaches. fubmiſhon. to ys | 
18 


lovereign will. It comes to the believer with 
M5 
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a meſſage of precious love. This bitter cup 
is ſent from thy heavenly Father, who has 
many gracious purpoſes to anfwer by thy 
taking t---He would humble thee; and let 
thee feel what thou art, and what thou de- 
ferveſt---he- would mortify the life of ſenſe--- 
He would give occaſion: to increaſe faith, and 
to. advance patience---Drink it up---T here is 
a rich cordial at the bottom---The taſte of it 
will draw out thy heart in love to God. 
Happy ſicknefs, which promotes ſpiritual 
health! Blefſed pain, which the kind phy- 
fician often makes the way: to pleaſure, yea, 
to the ſweeteſt communications of his love. 
Art thou in the fire of perfècution? Are 
thy friends and relations all in arms againſt 
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4 op thee, for leaving them to follow Chriſt | 5 15 { 
14.00 thy dependence upon them, and art thou: | 
„ greatly tempted to make ſome compliances, 
— 64 teſt they fhould caſt thee out, and thun 
; fhouldit come to poverty? This may be a 
fiery trial; but is a blefſed one. He wilt 
make it 0, who ſays, «© Bleffedt are ye when 
men- ſhall revile you, and periecute you, and 
Mall fay. all manner of evil againſt you falſe- 
ly, for my fake. Rejoice, and be exceeding | 
glad; becauſe great is your reward in heaven: 


for fo perſecuted they the prophets who were 
before you.“ This perfecution will be fo- 
fax from ſtopping thee in thy Way, that it. 
Will both help thee forward, aud will alfo- 
make thy journey pleafant. Thy friends re- 
vile thee ; look up to him who, when he was 
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ward to the promiſed kingdom. 
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reviled, reviled not again. He will, turn 
their reproach into a bleſhng. They perſe- 
cute thee: the goodly fellowihip of the pro- 
phets carried the ſame croſs, and found it no 
hindrance to their ſpiritual joy. They ſay all 
manner of evil of thee : take heed: that they 
ſay it falſely, and for Chriſt's fake; and if 


thou ſuffer for him, and art evil ſpoken of 


for thine attachment to him, then rejoice, ànd 
be exceeding glad: for great is thy reward in 
heaven. "Thou art a ſufferer with him, and 
thou ſhalt alſo reign with him. Look for- 
Expect it 
in faith, and the proſpect will give thee, at 
every ſtep, Joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory. 

Perhaps this perſecution may be carried on 
to acts of injuſtice, even to the depriving 
thee of thy property: thou mayeſt ſuffer the 
toſs of all thy worldly goods for Chriſt's fake. 
When God calls thee to this trial, he will give 


- 


thee ſtrength to bear it, and thou ſhalt be a 


great gainer by thy loſs. So Paul found it: 
« I-have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and I 
do account them but dung, that I may win 
Chriſt.” So it was with 
„ They took joyfully the ſpoiling of their 


goods, knowing in themſelves that they had 
in heaven a better and an enduring kubſtance.” 
God was their por- 
tion, and their great reward. He had made 
them happy in the ſenſe*of his love; and te 
manifeſt the reality, and to demonſtrate the 


What love was here ! 
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power'bf- it, what great things love can. de 
for his name's ſake, he took away all their 
earthly delights. + Let them go,” ſays: Paul, 
« part with them as freely as I; wonld with ſo 
much dung, for I have experienced that the 
loſs of them has brought me to nearer fellow- 
Thip with my precious, moſt precious Jeſus.” 
Happy parting,” ſay the Hebrews; „ fare 
well, goods and chattels---we' rejoice at che 
ſpoiling of our goods, becauſe we have got 
faſter hold of the ſubſtance by the loſs of the 
Thadow---outward comforts are gone, but in- 
ward richly ſupply their place=--we are rob, 
bed of our earthly poſſeſſions; thank God, we 
cannot be robbed of our better; and auduring 
ſubſtance : for it is reſerved in heaven. for us, 
where no moth or rult can corrupt, and 


— Where no. thieves can break through or ſteal ; 


in this faich we find our hearts * and light 
and happy in running the race that is ſet 
before na! 

Thy trial may rg ſomething ſtill, nearer. 
It may be the lofs of thy. dearett relations. 
The wife of thy bolom is taken fronythice. 


Thy favourite child is dend, perhaps drown» 


ed, or » burned, :or killed at a ſtroke: the 
delight of chime eyes is gone, and chine heart 
is ready to break. All ſorrow is not forbid- 
den, but ſorrowing even as others, who have 

no hope. Tears may flow, but Chriſtian hope 
keeps them within their proper bounds; it re- 
trains and ſanctiſies them. Thy wife is 
dead, thy child is dead: the Lord gave, and 
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the Lord; bath; taken, away... He require; 
thee-to forſake loving. wife and children, he 
they ever ſo dean, if love of. them cannot 
be enjoyed, without, forfeiting his. loye z 
& And there were great multitudes With 
Chriſt, and he turned and, ſaid unto them, at 

any man come unto me, and hate not his, fa- 
ther and mother, and wife and children, and 
brethren and ſiſters, he cannot hei my dilci- 
ple.“ The diſciple gives up himſelf to che 
maſter's diſpoſal--9.. tearn of him--to. be. 
lieve in him Hand to: love him. , My ſons? 
fays he, „ give me thy, heart.” He has a 

right to it, and he will admit of no rival. It 
is his temple, and his throne, in which he 
alone will be; worſhipped; and honqured. 
He is a jealous, God; and if any love hinder 
love to him, it Kage, be torn from the; heart. 
O diſciple, [read this ſcripture, ſudy, it care 
fully, and it may be the means of, ſhe ing 
thee the true cauſe of thy great ſorrow ahqut 
worldly relations: it is becauſe thou haſt fo 
little, loye to thy beſt: relation and friend, 
Jeius Chriſt. If thy love to him was What 
it ſhould be, thy heart would not be ſo 
grieved at thoſe loſſes; but, would, in pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion, 8 is the 
Lord, let him do what: ſecmeth bim good. 
Perhaps thou art mourning. for the loſs of 
living, friends; They have . forſaken thee. 
Old. connections, as dear to thee as thine 
oyn ſoul, are broken. Perſons whom thou 
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whom thou hadſt grown up in ſtritt friend- 
ſhip.” are now thine enemies, and become ſo 

without any offence or fault of thine. They 

hate thee, becaule thou art a real Chriſtian ; 

and their hatred is harder to bear, becauſe 

the world joins with them in it, and thy 

name is every where caft out with contenipt. 

It muſt be fo. The decree cannot be 

altered IWIII ro enmity between the 

feed of the woman; and the feed of the ſer- 

pent. God put it, and put it for ever. 

The enmity broke out, as foon as there 
were two born into the world. Cam hated 

Abel, and flew him. Ever fince, he that 
was born after the {iefh perfecuted him that 
was born after the ſpirit. There has been 
one, and but one, perfett man upon the earth 


ſince the fall; and the enmity of the world 


followed him unto death. Ieſt we fhould 


-marvel at its following us. he has forewarn- 


ed us; © If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you: if ye 
were of the world, the world would love its 
own ; burbeeaſe ye are not of the world, 
but I have choſen you ont: of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you.” What a 
firange reafon is this! Beeaufe I love you, 
therefore the world hates you. What Got 
chooſes, the world rejects. Why then, O 
my ſoul, doſt chou court its ſmiles, or fear 
its frowns? The world, which lieth in 
wickedneſs, cannot love thee, and its en- 
mity cannot hurt thee. Remember the 


words of Jeſus; „ Theſe things have I 
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ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace: in the world ye SHALL have tribula- 
tion; but be of good courage, I have over- 
come the world.” I have overcome it for 
you, and I will overcome it in you: tribu- 
lation from it ſhall not hurt your peace in 
me, but ſhall increaſe it: I will make my 
love the ſweeter for its enmity : troubles 
from it ſhall be well repaid with my Joys: 
and when it quite caſts you out, then wilt 
I take you into my bofom, and let you 
know what the affection of the heavenly 
bridegroom is. 

Why then, O my foul, art thou afraid of 
fuch an exchange? Is it not for thy profit 
to part with the world for Chrift, and to 
give up its joys for his? What greater gain 
canſt thou expect, than to win Chriſt, and 
by him to be crucified to this prefent evik 
world? Dying to it, thou wilt be more 
alive to him, and therefore happier in him. 
As other tres are diffotved, thy heart will be 
knit cloſer to thy divine lover. Warmed 


with his precious love, “ clothed with the 


fun, and the moon under thy feet, thou wilt 
haſten thy ſteps heavenwards; yea, thou 
wilt be ready to take wing, and to fly to the 
embraces of thy dear, ever infinitely dear 
Jeſus. Thou wilt want no comment upon 
the words of the bride, the Lamb's wife, 

but wilt gladly ufe them after her:“ Make 
haſte, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, 
or to a young hart upon the mountains of 
Lpices,” 
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In former ages, the children of God were 
often deprived of their liberty, eaſt into pri- 
ſons, and bound in chains. This ſeems to us 
a heavy croſs. To be ſhut up in a dark 
dungeon, put into fetters, and deprived of 
every. worldly comfort, requires great pa- 
tience: but even this did not ſtop them in 
their way to heaven, nor in the enjoyment 
of God by the way. Paul, the, priſoner of 
he Lord, often mentions it among his high- 
eſt CL that he was accounted worthy. to 
lufter for the name of Chriſt. He and Si- 
las were cruelly beaten with many ſtripes, at 
Philippi ; were put into the inner priſon, and 
their icet ſaſtened in the ſtocks; but the 
Lord was with them, and he 8 their 
priſon into à paradiſe; his joy made them 
forget their wounds and pains; for, at mid- 
night, Paul and Silas prayed, and sAN - 
PRAISES| unto God. 1005 has often been 
the, caſe. ſince their time; the Lord has 
olten viſited his priſoners and the light of 
his countenance / has made them happy in 
their bonds. Indeed, we are not called to 
this kind of ſulfering at preſent ; thanks be 
to his grace. This is a day of ſuch uncom- 
mon mercies, that we have more to fear 
from our. want of thankfulneſs, than from 
our want of liberty. I pray God ve may 
not grow licentious, and abuſe our great 
privileges; but may he: enable us ſo to va- 
lue them, and live up to them, that he may 
be honoured for continuing them to us, and 
to our polterity, 
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In ſormer times, allo, . believers; were 
often forced to ſeal the teſtimony of Jeſus 
oY their blood. And even this, did not 
ſtop them in their walk, nor hinder, their 
communion, with God. Hear one of his 
martyrs; The Holy Ghoſt witneſleth, that 
bonds and afflidtions wait for me in every 
city; but none of theſe things move 
neither account I my liſe dear unto myſelf, 
ſo that I may finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtry which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus,” This was not, a vain brag, 
He ſpake it in humble faith, depending upon 
his maſter's promiſe, that he would ſtand by 
him when his blood ſhould be ſhed, my 
would make him a happy conqueror in the 
hour of death. And he was more than con- 
queror; but the grace which made him ſo, 
was not pecular to, or the privilege of, an 
apoſtle ; the ſame was given to a noble army 
of. martyrs, who - overcame Satan, by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their teſtimony ; and they loved not their 
lives, unto. the death. What a triumph of 
patience was this! They were enabled to 
bear any thing, even the loſs of life, rather 
than ſuffer: the loſs. of the Lord's favour. 
Examine,- O my foul; whether, thy. faith, be 
like their's. Canſt thou endure, as they 
did? How is thy patience under the crols ? 
Read what they went through, who,are well 
reported of. by the + Holy "Ghoſt for. their 
laith, and remember the ſame grace is pro- 
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miſed to thee, to carry thee pativhtly 
through all thy ſufferings : „They had 
trials of cruel mockings and fcourgings ; 
yea, moreover of bonds and impriſonments : : 
they were ſtoned, they were ſawn afunder, 
were tempted. were flain with the ſword; 

they wandered about in ſheep-ſkins and coat. 
{kins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented; 

of whom the world was not worthy ; they 
wandered in de e:ts and in mountains, and 
in dens and in caves of the earth, and theſe 
all obtained a good report, through faith.” 
They are celebrated by the holy Spirit, for 
having patiently endured, till they had run 
their race, and fnilbed" their cayirſe with 


Joy. He ſets their example before thee, 


that thou ſhouldit not be flothiu] in running 

the ſame race, but a follower of them, who 

through faith and patience inherit the 
romiſes. 

Meditate ſeriouſſy, O my ſoul, and re- 
fled again and again upon the great need thou 
haſt of patience. Remember the croſs lies 
in thy way to the crown, and thou canſt not 
avoid it. The Lord has appointed it to be 
thy portion, and it is entailed upon thee, as 
much as the kingdom is. When he exerciſes 
and tries thee with it, he does not act merely 
as a ſovereign, but as a father, He deals 
with thee as with ſons. His children want, 
and his children have correction. None are 
without it: but they find it hard to bear. 
The will of the fleſh is impatient under the 


* 


WALK OF FAITH. 


eroſs. Self-love hates it. Carnal reaſon 

cannot be reconciled to it. If it be thus 
with ſons, what muſt it be with baſtards? 
The natural man, when he is brought into 
great trouble, is like a mad beaft. - If his 
pains be ſharp and atute, he rages, ſtorms, 
and blaſphemes: if they be allo laſting, 
having no God to go to, he often gives way 
106 deſpair, and diſpatches himſelf with a 
piſtol, running to hell for relief. O my 
foul, marvel not at this. If God had left 
thee to thyfelf, the fame trials might have 
brought thee to the ſame unhappy end. 

How neceflary then is patience ! without it, 
thou canſt not bear the croſs, nor hold on 
thy way under it, nor profit from it. And 
how neceſſary are the doctrines before infiſt- 
ed on for the practice of patience! No one 
can ſubmit to bear the croſs, unlefs he be 
firſt perſuaded that God is reconciled to him, 
and loves him in his Son. When he is fa- 
tified of this, he will ſee all things (the croſs 
among the reſt) well ordered for him in the 
covenant, and all working together for the 
beſt. The croſs is mercifully ſent to make a 
trial of theſe dottrines; by it God would 
manifeſt the truth, and bring forth the power 
of them, that it may appear they were not 
learned as notions, but experienced by his 
almighty grace. His end is anſwered. The 
trial of faith eſtabliſhes the peace of God in 
the conſcience, and confirms the love of God 
in the heart, and thereby keeps patience 
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waiting for ſtrength to hold out, and for a 
pleſſed iſſue. The believer, made ſtrong in 
the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, endures 1 pa- 


tiently. He knows from whom his croſs 


comes. It is the appointment of his Father, 
who does not ſend it in hatred. He never 
afflicts his children, but in perfect love. He 
never put a heavy croſs upon them, to break 


the hack ot their patience, but to ſtrengthen it, 


and to train them up to bear greater burdens. 
He would teach them their weakneſs and his 
ſtrengthl- their wants and his ſupplies---he 
would call forth their faith for the honour of 
bis word and their patience for the glory of 
his faithfulneſs. Lord, teach me theſe lef- 
fons. I want the experience of them ever 

day. O my God, make me a humble diſci- 
ple in the ſchool of Chriſt. There only 
can I learn to ſuffer thy will; to thee 1 
come for this grace. Aſſiſt me, O thou 
Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in reading 


thy word, that through patience and comfort 


of the ſcriptures, I may have hope. Enable 
me to meditate night and day on the doctrines 
of grace revealed in them, and to mix faith 
with chem, that I may be ſtrong in che pa- 
tience of hope. O merciful God and Fa- 
ther I deſire to be ſtrengthened mightily by 
thy Spirit in the inner man to bear thy croſs. 
I would live in a continual dependence upon 
thine arm to carry me through every trial, 
O thou God of. patience and conſobation, 


enable me to bear thy croſs daily to the praiſe 
of the glory of thy grace, and to bear it pa- 
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tiently to che end, that I may fini h my courſe 
with joy. Be it unto thy ſervant according 
to thy word, wherein thou haſt cauſed me 
to put my truſt, Amen, ſo be it, Lord, 
Amen. | 

To receive benefit from alflictions is a 
great bleſſing. Fo ſuffer them with ag re- 
ſigned will, yea, to rejoice in them, as if all 
the joy in the world was come to us, is con- 
trary to ſenſe and feeling, to carnal reaſon 
and to human philoſophy; therefore our 
heavenly Father has graciouſly. informed his 
children of his love in afththtng them: theſe 
informations are the ground of their faith, 
and were given to lence murmuring in 
their hearts, and to keep them Waiting pa- 
tiently for the promiſed fruits of ſuffering, 
Among which, this is a veer 

TRHIRPD, ind not the' leaſt, namely, the 
crucitying of the fleſh, and the deadening of 
it in thoſe affections and luſts, Which, if not 
daily mortified, ſhould ſtop the believer in 
his walk, and would hinder his holy com- 
munion with God. When faich has been 
tried, and is come out of the fire, proved to 
be the faith of God's elect; and when pa- 
tience has gone through the hery furnace; 
and has found no Harm then it is the Fas 
ther's will to advance and to improve his 
children in the doctrine of the erols. They 
have a carnal mind ſtill, which is enmity; 
againſt God---a body of fin---an old man of 
ih---the fleſh in them luſting againd the 
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Spirit. This their fleſhly nature, which doth 
remain, yea, in them that are regenerated, 1s 
the greateſt enemy to their holy walk with 
God, in conſtant peace and growing love: 
becauſe it is not ſubjett to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. The life of ſenſe in 
them is always oppoſing the life of God. 
Hence the continual war between nature and 
grace, which if a man does not find in him- 
ſelf, he may depend upon it, he either never 
was alive to God, or elſe at that time he is 
dead to God. If he be living by the faith 
of the Son of God, he will alſo be fighting 
the good fight of faith againſt all the enemies 
of his ſalvation. He will never think of 
putting off the whole armour of God, until 
he put off the body of fin and of death : and 
until that day come, he will be ſtriving for 
the maſtery over his body, that he may 
keep it under, and bring it into fubjettion. 


* How abſolutely neceſſary this ſtriving is, ap- 
Pears from the tender compaſſion of our 


God and Father, who has appointed and 
decreed, in covenant love, all the croſſes 
which were to be laid upon our rebel nature, 
and which were to be kept upon it, till death, 
It is his holy will, hereby to reſtrain its af- 
fections, to mortify its luſts, to hedge up its 
way by #horns and afflictions, and by theſe 
means he would weaken its power. Is not 


this mercy unſpeakable? And what more 


likely method could he contrive thus to cru- 
cify the fleſh, than to put it, and to keep it, 
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upon the croſs ? For as the ſinful nature is 


deadened, the new man 1s-renewed, day by. 
day. The one grows more alive by the mor- 
tification of the other. The ſubduing of 
unbelief, pride, and ſeli-feeking, is the 
ſtrengthening of faith, humility, and glorify- 
ing God. This command, therefore, is fre- 
quently given to believers: Put off the old 
man- put on the  new---mortify your mem- 
bers which are upon the earth - crucify the 
fleſh, with its affections and luſts. And 
this is ſpoken to believers, high in grace, as 
high as ever any went, or can go. The 
Spirit of God ſays to the sAIN TS at Rome: 
& Let not ſin reign in your mortal body, 
that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof, 
neither yield ye your members, as inſtruments 
of unrighteouſnels, unto ſin.“ The infallible 
Spirit {peaks to the sAlx Ts at Epheſus: 


« Put off, concerning the former converſa- 


tion, the old man, who is corrupt according 


to the decentul luſts, and put on the new 


man.“ The ſame precept is given, by the 
flame Spirit, to the sAlN rs at Coloſs: 
„% Mortify your members which are upon 


the earth.” This is a holy war; and all the 


ſaints of God are engaged in it. They are 


fighting againſt every thing ſinful; but more 


particularly watching under arms againſt 
their own corrupt nature, which is their 
hardeſt warfare: becauſe there is no releaſe 
from it, and it is carried on hy continua 


{ſelt-denicl, by rehſtiag the atfec.zons and 
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luſts of the old man, and by: oppoſing his! 
giving up the members of his body, as in- 
ſtruments of unrighteouſneſs, unto ſin. 
But, as good ſoldiers of Chriſt jeſus, they 
reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt! ſin. The 
captain of their ſalvation is always on their! 
ſide, to encourage them with his promiſes, 
and to help them with his ſtrength. He in- 
tends to lead them on, conquering, and to 
conquer; therefore he lays the croſs upon 
their corruptions, as the moſt effectual 
means of ſubduing them, and to reconcile 
them to it, he ere unto them, as unto 
children--- _* 

My ſon, deſpiſe not 58 the chaſtening 
of the Lord. I do not affli& thee in hatred, 
but in covenant love. My deſign is to 
mortify the body of ſin, and therefore I 
give thee this wholeſome phyſic. Thou haſt 
many bad humours and corruptions, for 
which Lhave appointed this ſovereign medi- 
cine. Truſt my kill believe my love 
depend upon mine arm und thou wilt infal- 
libly find it profftable to the ſpirit, however 
painful to the fleſh, eee and the work 
hall be bleſſe. 


"To this truth the peophet Iſaiah bratvis 


clear teſtimony. He explains the Lord's 


deſign in alllicting his people; and tells 
them, it was to putge them from their ini- 
quity, to keep them from the love of ſin, 
and to reſtrain the practice of it. He af 
flidted them in merey; but ke af{lified their - 
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enemies in juſtice. Hath he ſmitten Iſrael 
as he ſmote thoſe that ſmote him? No; he 
has not. Or, is he ſlain according to the 
{laughter of them that are ſlain by him? No; 
he chaltiſes his in love ; he has appointed the 
meaſure, the time, the degree, of their cor- 
rection: „In meaſure, when it ſhooteth 
forth, thou wilt debate with it; he ſtayeth his 
rough wind in the day of his eaſt wind: by 
this (moderate affliction) therefore, ſhall the 
iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all 
the fruit to take away his ſin“ - to keep him 
back from fin in general, and from the ſin of 
idolatry in particular, as it follows in the 
prophet: „When he maketh all the ſtones 
of the altar like chalk-ſtones that are beaten 
in ſunder, then the groves and images ſhall 
not ſtand up The altar, at which they 
offered their 1dol-worſhip, . ſhall be broken 
down, like ſtones burned in pieces for lune, 
and the groves and images ſhall not ſtand up, 
but ſhall be broken down alſo. Theſe hap- 
y effects ſhall be brought about by ſan&ti- 
hed affliction---iniquity ſhall be purged---fin 
mall be reſtrained---1dolatry ſhall be thrown 
down. And God. fays, this, ſhall be aL 
the fruit and end of his chaſtening. He tells 
his people of his deſign, that they might 
know their affliction would bring forth good 
fruit, and that they might wait patiently for 
the fulfilling of his promiſe. Bleſſed are all 
they that wait for him: they ſhall never be 
diſappointed of their hope. 
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How gracious 1s God in his dealings with 


his children! He provides the beſt for 


them, informs them of it, and, becauſe they 
have a fallen nature oppoſite to his holy 
mind and will, an enemy to his glory and 
to their own peace, he acquaints them. with 
his deſign in ſubduing it. He appoints af- 
fliction for this end. It is the chaſtening of 
the Lord. He promiſes them ſtrength to 
bear it, and comfort under it. Nothing 
but good ſhall flow from it. Iniquity, their 
worſt enemy, ſhall be crucified ; actual fin, 
ſpringing from the iniquity of their nature, 
mall be mortified; the heart ſhall be 
deadened to its old idols, and as it dies to 
them it ſhall be happier in the love of God. 
O bleſſed croſs! what mercies doſt thou 
bring with thee. Is not that bleſſed indeed, 
which, under God, produces ſuch unſpeak- 
able mercies? Take it up then, O my ſoul, 
bear it patiently, and expect the choiceſt 


bleſſings of the Father's love from it. Why 
doſt thou refuſe ? It is heavy. It is pain- 


ful. True; but what makes it ſo? The 


burden is from thy rebel will. The pain 


comes from thy corruption, unwilling to be 


'mortified. Take it up in faith, and thou 
wilt find ſtrength enough to bear it, and 


bleſſings enough to make ita matter of all joy. 
Lord God, reconcile me to my daily crols. 


May thy will in it be done. Mortify fin, 


weaken its power, deaden its affections and 


luſts. Only, Lord, whatever crofs thou 
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ſendeſt, give grace with it, tha I may bear 
it patiently, and may wait for its promiſed 


fruit. Thou knoweſt What would ſtop me 
in my heavenly journey; if it be my boſom 
favourite, the deareſt object of my love, O 
tear it from my heart. Thou haſt given 
me a deſire to have every rival dethroned. 
O come, and reign alone in me, almighty 
Teſus, and ſubdue whatever oppoles thy 


lawful government. My Saviour and my 


God, make all within me feel the power of 


thy croſs. Crucify the body of ſin. Spare 


nothing that would hinder my walking with 
thee, or would deprive me of thy friendfhip 
and favours. I bleſs thee, I worſhip thee, 
I glorify thee, for this infinite grace, that 
thou haſt made me willing to have all mine 
idols pulled down. -On thee 1 depend every 
moment for keeping them down. O my 
loving Jelus, carry on thy work, and, in 
thine own way, ſubdue ſin mm me: let me 
be planted together in the likeneſs of thy 


death, that I may be allo in the likeneſs of 


thy reſurrection Dead to ſin, but alive to 
God. I aſk this for thy great name's fake. 
Let it be thy good pieaſure to hear and 
anſwer. I believe thou wilt, T have tiny 
word for it. There I reſt. Amen and Amen. 

With this faith review thy mercies. Con- 
der, O my ſoul, what a good God has 
donc for ' thee, and what greater things he 
has fill in fibre. Ile has, ih ſome micaſure, 
reconciled thee to his cross. Thou art con- 
vinced it is thy Father's appoiutment, 
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274 WALK OF. FAITH. 
contrived ' for the beſt by his infinite love, 
and ſettled on thee for thy richeſt portion, in 


tme---He ſends it for the trial of thy faith, 


that it may be found unto praiſe and honour 
and glory---for the exerciſe and for the im- 
rovement of thy patience---for the mortify- 


ing of the body of ſin, and for the deadening 


of the life of ſenſe. This is the will of thy 
moſt loving and tender Father, He ſends 
the croſs to be the means of theſe bleſſings. 
Certainly, then, it cannot hinder thy walk 
with him; but, in all theſe reſpects, will 


tend to keep thee in the way, and to help 


thee forward in it; and thus, 
Fourthly, It will affift and promote thy 
holy fellowſhip and communion with God. 


This is the principal thing in religion. We 


fell from God by ſin, and it is the greateſt 
mercy to be brought back to him again. In 
this point all religions fail, but the Chriſtian. 
Chriſt is the- way. No one cometh to the 
Father, but by him: for there is ſalvation 


in no other. He only can forgive ſins: he 


only can juſtify ſinners. And this way was 
contrived in the covenant of the Trinity, for 
the higheſt diſplay of their divine perfec- 
tions; which begin to be manifeſted when 
the Spirit of life enters into the ſinner, and 
quickens him; when the Spirit of adoption 


enables him to truſt in the atonement and 
obedience of Immanuel, and thereby to ſee 


God reconciled, and to call him Abba, 


Father. With this faith in Jeſus, he ex- 
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petts from the Father's love all his pro- 
miſed mercies. Thus he has fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son, by the holy Spirit. 
He ſtands related to the eternal Three 
in their covenant offices, and he receives 
freely in beloving the covenant bleſſings of 
each. 

Among theſe bleſſings the croſs is not the 
leaſt : for it is mercifully appointed to be the 
means of bringing ſinners to this divine fel- 
lowſhip. They go on ſtubbornly aſter their 
own hearts, and in the error of their own 
ways, until the Lord ſends ſome trouble to 


ſtop them. They look wiſhtully at the 


gilded cup of pleaſure, and drink greedily 


of its ſweets, without any fear of the deadly: 
poiſon mixed up with it. But when God 
convinces of fin, then comes 'forrow : 
they feel the poiſon working in a ſenſe of 
guilt and dread/of puniſhment, which teach 
the want of a ſaviour, and are a good 
ſchoolmaſter to bring them unto Chriſt. So 
God dealt with the chief of the Old Teſta- 
ment {inners---a giant in iniquity, who fſur- 
paſſed all that were before him in Jeruſalem, 
for idolatry and blood: ſhedding. The Lord 
ſent his prophets to warn him of his guilt, 
but he would not hearken. He hardened. 
his heart, till the Lord brought upon him 
che captains of the hoſt of the king of Aﬀy- 
ria, who took Manaſſeh among the thorns 
and bound him with fetters, and carried hiny 
to Babylon: and when he was in affliction 
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he.befought the Lord his God, and hum- 
bled himſelf greatly before the God: of his 
fathers, and prayed unto him; and he was 
intreated of him, and heard his ſupplicatien, 
and brought him again to Jeruſalem into his 
kingdom: then Manafſeh knew that the 
Lord he was God. His cafe was not ſin- 
gular. It is a common thing with the Lord 
to lend afflitiion to make ſin bitter, that he 
may lead his people to true ſorrow, for it, 
and that they may {eek until they find ſalva- 
tion. And when they have found it, he 
till uſes the croſs to keep them near unto 
himſelf. Indeed the croſs alone has not this 
effect, but rather the contrary. The natural 
man has his fretfulneſs ſtirred up by ſuffer. 
ing, and cannot help murmuring at the will 
of God. But grace lanctiſies ſuffering. 
Cod makes it a blefling to his children, as 
by it he exercifes their faith in ſuch general 
romiſes as the ſe. 

If God fends great and many troubles, 
they ſhall not ſeparate believers, from him; 
becauſe he will then be with 8 
ſpake unto Iſtael: “ Fear not to go down: 
into Egypt, for Iwill there make of thee» a: 
great nation; I will go down with-thee into 
Egypt.” It was the houſe of bondage, in 
which the taſkmaſters heavily. afflicted his 
deſcendants with their burdens; but the. 
more they | afflicted them, the more they. 
multiplied: and grew. So it was wich the 
IUraebof God. * 5 hey need not fear any alllie- 
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tion: ſor their God has promiſed to be wich 
them in it, and by it io make them great 
Chriſtians; the more they are afflicted the 


more ſhall their graces multiphy and grow : 


« I will be with thee in trouble,” fays "Cod, 
„ will redeem, I will fave thee from all 
thy troubles---many are the troubles of the 
righteous, but I will Mliver thee out of them 
all---yea, when thou paſleſt through the 
water and through the fire, I will be wich 
thee, and will preſerve thee from all evil 


I will make all theſe things work together 


for thy good.” Theſe promiſes are a great 
ſupport to faith: for God engages to be 
Wk his children in every affliction. ., 
does not intend that any. ſhould ſeparate 
them from him, but that all ſhould keep 
them near to himſelf, He ſays he will be 


with them: they therefore expett his pre- 


He. 


ſence.; and if their afflittions be very great, 
they may on good grounds wait {or his, tima 
of deliverance. And as his word cannot be; 


broken, their truſt in it will be conlirmed,, 


and their hearts will be eſtabliſhed in wait⸗ 
ing upon the Lord. If their affliftions 
continue long, he is with them all the time, 
making them ſenſible of their own, weak. 
neſs, and putting forth his promiſed ſtrength, 
both that they may endure, and may alſo. 
perſevere in enduring: thus he improves! 
their patience. And becauſe they have (till 


a carnal nature, which cannot bear the croſs, 
God. therefore keeps it upon them, in order 
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278  WAEK or FAITH. 


to crucify the fleſh with its affedtions 


and lifts, that as they die unto fin they 
may live unto righteouſneſs. Such is the 
declared purpoſe of God in affliting his 
children: he would hereby cheriſh theſe 
graces in them, by which communion with 
him is kept up; and as theſe grow, commu- 
nion with him will grow in proportion. 
Faith will look more at the truth, andi live 
more upon the faithfulneſs of God. Patience 
will depend more on his arm, and the leſs 


happineſs the believer can find in the crea- 


ture, he will ſeek and will find the more in 
his God. The mortifying of the old man 
will, of courſe, make the new man more 


alive + for as the power of the croſs of 
Chriſt is laid upon the former, the power of 
the life of Chriſt will be experienced in the 


latter. 


children under the croſs, that he has given 


them ſeveral very particular and expreſs 


promiſes, in order to ſtrengthen their faith 
and patience. He has ſhewn them what 
fellowſhip they are to expect with the eternal 


FTbree in their covenant offices; for promot- 


ing which he moſt mercifully provided: the 
croſs; O my foul, attend to this; careful 
ly ſurvey this rich contrivance of divine 
love, and when the croſs is fent, take it up 
in faith, and expect to. be a partaker of its 
covenant bleſſings. 


Remember, it is laid upon thee to promote 


> 


But fuch is the goodneſs of God to his 
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279 
communion with thy God and Saviour, 

The appointed trial comes. It is to give 
thee proof of the ſoundneſs of thy faith in 
Jeſus, and to let thee fee, by experience, 
that thou haſt not believed in vain. Thou 
haſt fled tohim for refuge, from ſin and guilt, 
from wrath and hell: he took thee into his. 
protection, and now thy ſafety in him is to 
be attacked. It will be ſeen that the founs 
dation upon which thou ſtandeſt will bear 
thee up in an hour of temptation. If thou 
haſt indeed fellowſhip with him in his glo- 
rious ſalvation, it will now be made manifeſt, 
to thy great profit. The crofs is laid upon 
thee, a heavy, a bitter crofs : it deprives 
thee of all ſenſible comfort, and is kept 
upon thee till thou haſt no proſpett of any. 
Hope in creature- comfort is failed. This is 
a ſweet ſeaſon for ſpiritual communion with 
thy ſeſus. He has deadened the enjoyment 
of other things, that thy heart might be hap- 
pier in him; therefore now thou art to 
bring the principles laid down in the former 


chapters into practice. Here is a fair op- 


portunity to make uſe of them: for without 
them a man muſt fink under ſuch a erols; 
but, through faith in the righteouſneſs of thy 
God and Saviour, thou wilt not only kave 
powerful arguments, but wilt alfo have 
powerful grace, to bear thy ſufferings, pa- 
tient under them, and thankful for them: 

Under them thou wilt be tried. At is good 
ground, upon which T have built my hope 
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280 WALK OF; FAITH; 

of ſalvation? Is it the rock of ages? 
Does it bear me up ſafe, and keep me un- 
ſkaken in this time of trouble? Ves; bleſl. 
ings, eternal bleſſings on my precious e- 
ſus: 1 have fled to him for refuge, and he 
has ſet my feet upon a rock that can never 
be moved: Chriſt, my paſſover, is ſacri- 
ficed for me: in the blood of ſprinkling 1 
have put my truſt, and I am ſafe from the 
deſtroyer : he is my propitiation, in whom 
I bave redemption through faith in his 
blood: he is mine advocate alſo with the 
Father, ſtanding in his preſence as my ſure- 
ty: while the Father fees him and loves 
him, he will ſee me in him, and love me 
with the ſame love: ,Jeſus is mine atone- 
ment with him, my righteouſneſs, my ſancti- 
fication, and my full redemption. O thou 
molt lovely loving Jeſus, I have often been 
happy in the ſenſe of mine intereſt in thee, 
but never fo happy as now. This crols is 
ſanctified indeed: for it has removed what 
hindered my communion wich thee, and has 
brought me to feek thy preſence, and to en- 
Joy thy ſupports and thy comforts. I was 
ee enough to wiſh it might pafs from 
but this was mine infirmity. Pardon 


— my [weet Jeſus, and accept mine un- 


feigned thanks for thy late mercies. Neves 
in my life did I find the virtue of thy ſacri- 
fice in the peace of my conſcience, nor had 
Efuch intimate communion: with thee in thy 


ktmiſhed falvation, as I have had under this 
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croſs. |. It tried me indeed, but the; trial was 
to thy glory, and to my profit. I am ng 
more ſatisfied than ever that thy ſalvation.1s 
infinitely perfekt, and that I have my ſhare 
in it: I have it indeed now: for I am a 
partaker of the things which accompany lal- 
vation, I am making uſe of them---I find 
their reality I enjoy their ſweetneſs---- 
bleſſing and thanks and / praiſe, withous 
ceaſing, be unto thee, my . adorable God 
and Saviour. 

Is it not, O my foul; thy fervent pray er, 
that thou mayeſt live in holy friendſhip wü 
Jeſus? W hy then doſt thou fear his crols, 
which is his appointed way and means of 
improving thine intimacy with him, and 
likeneſs to him? O ſtudy che di{covery, of 
bis love in the ſcriptures; and take particu- 
lar notice of the promiſes. which he has 
made to his ſuffering brethren. Read, 
mark them, mix faith with them, that. they 
may be fulfilled in thine experienee. Re- 


member, thou canſt not ſuffer hut by, his 


will, to which he expects fübmiſſion :: he 
ſends the croſs to teach thee this leſſon. It. 
cannot hurt thee if thou doſt not. quarrel 
with it; but if thy will be reſigned to his, 
herein thou wilt have fellowſhip with him; 
and thou wilt have reaſon: conſtantly, to be 
praying to him Not my will, Lord, but 
thine be done. 

Conſider, for the improvement of .this. 


telow ip, that chy Lord himſelf was er 
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ciſed with the croſs.” He has gone before 
thee, bearing it. He has taken the curſe and 
wrath” out of it, and has ſanctified it to all 
His followers. In faith they muſt take it up, 
and in patience carry it, or they will not 
come to the kingdom. Certainly, then, 
their crucified Lord will be with them; yea, 
he has promifed : „I will be with thee i in 
trouble“ - ſeek his prefence, O my foul}, 
under the croſs- wait for communion with 
him@-he has ſaid he will be with thee: ex- 
pett, therefore, the light of his countenance, 
which is better than life. Do not fear the 
croſs,” ſince it is to bring thee fuch a bleflf- 
ing; it is to be the means ; of thy fellowſhip 
with Jefus, in his ſenſible ſupport and hea- 
venly comfort; take it up then. Suppole 

ir moves all thine earthly j joy: it go. 

The pain of its loſs is not to be compared 
with the joy of thy ſpirit. Jefus will give 
thee pure holy joy ; and, by his divine art, 

will extract it out of pain. He afflicts chat 
he may comfort. He takes away ſenſual, 

that ke may give ſpiritual, pleaſure. He 
removes creature-love, that he may com- 
municate more of his happy love. In 
mercy he chaſtiſes. He fees there is need 
to moruty ſin. He ſends the crofs for this 
purpoſe, and bleſſes what he ſends. It 
works like wholefome phyſic. But oh! it 
is bitter, it is nauſeous to the talte, Why 
do you chew it then? Swallow the pill. 


The benefit is not to be found in the mouth, 
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but in the ſtomach. There it will purge bad 
humours. The ſovereign phyſician intends. 
it ſhould operate upon every evi} temper 
which would hinder your bleſſed commu- 
nion with him, and ſhould be the means of 
exerciſing thoſe graces hy which that com- 
munion is maintained and may be improved. 


Such. is the crofs of Chriſt---taken up in 


faith, and carried in patience ; it promotes 
daily fellowfhip with him, which is the 
greateſt bleſſing upon earth. There is no 
greater in heaven : only they enjoy it by 
tenſe, and we by faith. But we have the 
fame fellowſhip with them in Jeſus, and the 
ſame communion with them in the graces of 
his ſalvation. And for theſe he makes way 
by his croſs. He deadens the foul to the 
lite of ſenſe, that it may feel more of hap- 
pineſs in him. When he has withdrawn 
other Joys, he often ſhines into the heart 
with joy unſpeakable. ' He generally vouch- 
fafes theſe his love-tokens to his ſuffering 
brethren, and gives his richeſt cordials in 
their deepeſt diſtreſs. - Each of ſuch happy 
fouls can fſay---It is good for me to ſuffer 
with Jeſus. Yes, Lord; I am thy witneſs; 
thy croſs is good; it has been the means of 
my greateſt good; for thou haſt brought me 
by it to forſake' communion” with other ob- 
jetts, and to enjoy communion with thee1n 
thy precious love. If thou haſt been 
pleaſed to take away any of my beloved ob- 
zetts, thou haſt, in much mercy, ſupplied 
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their-place with thy preſence. I have found 

my lofſes my chief gain. O my Jeſus, 
Lord God almighty, I bleſs thee and adore 
thee for the diſtinguiſhing grace vouchſafed 
to me under the croſs. It was entirely 
from thee, and the effect of thy love, that 
I: had any patience, or any fellowſhip with 
thee in the way of ſuffering. It was thy 
doing, and I glorify thee for enabling me 
to maintain peace with the Father through 
faith in thine obedience unto death, and for 
ſausfying me that my croſſes were appoint- 
ed and ſent by covenant-love. Thou art 
the giver of theſe bleſſings, and on thee I 
wait ſor the continuance of them. What- 
ever thou calleſt upon me to ſuffer, order it 
and me, as ſcemeth beſt to thy godly wil- 
dom; but leave me not, to mylelf.;, Be 
always with me, my good Lord, that I 
may bear thy croſs, and carry it patienily 
and profitably, thou ſuſtaining both me and 
it every ſtep of my way to heaven. | Hear 
me, my jeſus, and anſwer ; ſor without 
thee. I can do nothing ; but ſtrengthened by 
thee I ſhall, be able to bear all things, and 
my daily croſs, will keep me in daily com- 


munion with thee, to my profit and to thine 


eternal praiſe. Amen. 

Thus the croſs of Chriſt is fanttited, and 
keeps, up communion, with him 1a the blell- 
ings. of his ſalvation. So it does wich the 
Father in his love. In the covenant, his 
name is expreilive of his office. He is a 
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Father who has every holy affection and 
feeling + of love. He, embraces, in the 
bowels of the tendereſt parent, all his fami- 
ly--- Chriſt, the head, and all the members of 
his body the c With one undivided 


love his heart is ſet upon Chriſt and them, 


and with the fame bountiful hand he bleſſes 
him and them. What Chriſt is they ſhall 


he. In this moſt gracious relation he ſtands... 


to the whole houſehold of faith. He is 
their Father who loves and accepts them, 
pardons, juſtifies, ſanctifies, and, hleſſes 


them with all ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings 


in Chriſt Jeſus. 
It is hard to believe this under the W 


To cleave to him in love, as our Father, 


when his hand is lifted up to ſmite, yea, 
when we ſmart under his rod, then to ſee love 

in his heart, and love guiding his hand, is 
faith very triumphant. We are apt to look 
upon our . ſufferings as coming from the 
wrath of God. We think he muſt be dil. 
pleaſed, or elle he would not delight to put 
us to pain: upon. this account we are not 
reconciled to the croſs, but would ſhake it 
off, it we could. The ſcripture gives us; a 


different view of this matter, and repre- 


ſents God in a more amiable light, even in 


the ſevereſt chaſtiſement of his children. 
He is their Father, and they are his ſons. 


This relation cannot ſubſiſt without his 


chaſtening them. He informs them of the 
neceſſity of it, he declares to them his pure 


£86 WER of rA. 

2 and grace before the chaſtening, and 
2 be aſſigns the motives and ends of his pro- 
. / E/ ceeding. He has always the fame Father's 

1 , and is always dealing with them as 
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marks of it. He ſends it with a meſſage of 
| ez} 85 and it comes to them big with mer 
1 "4 cies; When the Father intends an abundant 
; mmunication of his love, he generally 
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jid ours, he keeps the eros upon them. It is 
# Achis appointed means of promoting tellowllip 
* with him, in the graces and bleſings of his 
27 fatherly love. And it anſwers this &hd, 
N it is received by faith, and carried by 


atience: for then the delle ver, reſting on 
the ſure foundation laid for him, in the holy 
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[- AH; a time, his foundation, then the croſs will 
/ þecome mtolerable. Murmuring will ariſe. 

V. Tbe fleſh will hearken to unbelief. Fret- 

. fulneſs will take place, and thus God will 
1 be robbed of his glory, and the believer of 
2 comfort. It has Ac BO GoUg 9 


Nr Wich ſons. His eroſs is one of the chief 


akes way for it by ſome heavy croſs; and 
Then ke vould continue or increaſe bis fa- 


„ life and death of Immanuel, ſees the Father 
i L, C'reconciled, and expects every promiſed 
. 25. r Hom his kove. Whatever crols 
4 ns: comes, he receives it from his Father in 
1 ri eſus. He holds faſt this truth---God is 
„ my God--che loves me ger in his Son, 
12 fn and therefore I mall find ſome proof of his 
; . Wo '* fatherly love in this affliction. But if his 
i "Hith be weak, if he forget, or forſake for 


E 
4 5 9 7 
* 


ne 
y 


WALK OF FAITH; 287 


in order to ſtrengthen his children's faith 
againſt theſe attacks, to give them many 
plain delarations of his invariable intention 
to do them good in all their afflictions. The 


Som is a witneſs for him: he was in the bo- 
ſom of the Father, and knew all the pur- 


poſes of his heart. He has given us a moſt 


delightful account of the F ather's deſign in 
aftlittiing his children: “I am,“ fays he to 
his diſciples, the true vine, and my Fa- 
ther is the huſbandman: every branch that 
beareth not fruit in me, he taketh away; and 
every branch that beareth fruit, E RO 
ETH IT, THAT IT MAY BRING FORTH/ 
MORE FRUIT.” The Father looks upon 
all his children as one with Chriſt; as 
much united to him, and in him, as the 
branches are in the vine; therefore, as a 
wiſe huſbandman, he takes the ſpecial 
charge and care of them. Every branch 
that does not bear fruit in Chriſt.-it is not 
as we read it, every branch in me, but every 
branch that does not bear fruit IN ME--- 
whatever it may ſeem to bein profeſſion, a 
branch---in ſhew, a fruitful branch, yet it 
bas no life; it was never cut off from the 
old dead Rock, nor grafted into me, the life 
giving vine. The huſbandman knows this 
well. Every plant which my heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up. 
He does this in an hour af trial. Then it 
appears that ſuch branches were only in ap- 
8 — to che vine: — if he * 
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made them part of it, he would, no doubt, 
have continued them in it; but he took 
them away, that they might be manifeſt that 
they were not one with the vine. 


ſuffers no rotten branches upon his vine. 
He goes over his charge, and attends to 
every branch. If any ſeem to men, or to 


themſelves, to be in the vine (for hypocrites 
are great ſelf-deceivers, and the ſelf-righte-. 


ous love to be deceived, and proud nature is 


fond of growing into Chriſt by ſomething 


of its own) the vine-dreſſer, in due time, 
diſcovers their miſtake, and manifeſts to the 


world that they were: not branches of his. 


grafting: for he taketh them away: but 
every branch, ſays Chriſt, that beareth 


fruit by its + communion with me, he, 


purgeth: by his divine huſbandry he re- 


moves every thing which would ſtop its 


growth and hinder its fruitfulneſs. The 
branches of the vine are ſo weak that they 
always want a prop---he ſupports them. 
They often run very luxuriant-ghe cuts 
them with his pruning-kniſe. They have 
many bad humours and juices in them 
thoſe he corrects. He purges every noxious 
quality; and whatever 1s. contrary. to the 
holy nature of the heavenly vine he {ub- 
dues. 
He would have the branches of his own 


grafting, to be Bvely and flouriſhing--like. 
Lam the 


the ſtock pon which they grow. 
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vine, ſays Chriſt, ye are, the branches. 
God's huſbandry is to make the branches 
like the vine: therefore he purgeth them, in 
order that they may bring forth much fruit. 
And. is this his defign? Does he altlict them 
entirely for, their "good? Does he ſend 
every trial and trouble to purge their cor- 
rupitons, and to quicken their graces?, Has 


the Lord Jeſus given us ſuch a pleaſing. view. 


of his Father's love, affuring us that all 
croſſes are ſent by him, to make us more 
lively and more fruitful? Since this is the 
caſe, what great, reaſon haſt. thou, O my 
ſoul, to expect thele bleſſings from the, 
croſs l. Here: is a promiſe for thy faith t 
reſt on. A promiſe which diſcovers the, 
heart of thy Father, and his abundant love 
in, afflicting thee. He would have thee not 
only to believe in his love: but alſo to enjoy 
it. He afflicts thee ;. but it is in order to thy 
keeping up communion. with him under the. 
crols, and he knows, it. is the beſt means of 
keeping it up, and of promoting it. O ſeek 
then, by faith, for the promiſed fruit. Ex- 
pett in patience the rich harveſt. 
thou mayelt. quietly ſubmit to the Father's 


will in purging thee, as a branch, obſerve 


how exaQly the apoſtle. Paul agrees with his 
bleſſed Maſter: Furthermore, we have 
had fathers of our fleſh, who corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence; ſhall; we not 


much rather be in. ſubjeQion, unto, the Fay 


ther. of, ſpirits; and live . For they verily, 
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for a few days, corre ted us, after their own 
pleaſure; but he for our profit, that! we 
might be FARTAKERS OT HIS HOLINESS.” 
There is a reverence due to earthly parents, 
and children are required to ſubmit to their 
correction; although herein they often con- 
fult their own will and pleaſure more than 
their children's profit. And is not greater 
reverence due to the Father of our ſpirits, 
and ſhall we not ſubmit to his corrections ? 
Eſpecially ſince his deſign in them is to pro- 
mote the greateſt dignity and higheſt happi- 
neſs of his children, even to make them 
partakers of his holinefs: for to ar 15 
not only to give them a title to, but allo to 
give them pofleſſion of, to communicate, to 
have fellowſhip with him, to ſhare with him 


in his Roline /s. Holinefs is the Father's 
image in his children, by which he makes 


them like him, and capable of enjoying 
him. He choſe them in Chriſt before the 
foundation of the world, that they ſhould 
be holy. He choſe them in Chriſt; and 
made Chriſt their ſanctificktion. In him 
they partake, as branches in the vine, of 
tis holy nature. They are one with him' in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. He is the 
divine root, from which all the branches, by 
the influence of the holy Spirit, derive 
their nouriſhment and growth. From bim 
is their fruit found. And the heavenly huſ- 
bandman purpoſing to make the branches 
very fruitful, has provided effectual means. 
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Among which the chief is his fatherly correc- 
tion. This he ſeads to all his. children, and 
in the tendereſt love. He would have them 
to bring forth much fruit, that herein he 
may be glorihed---holy fruit, produced by 


his care and culture, and ripened: by daily 


communications of his grace. Therefore 
he appoints many heavy trials and croſſes, 
by which he deſigns to bring them not only 
to believe in his love, but alſo to a growing 
enjoyment of it. He would communicate 
to them an increaſe; of its bleſſings. He 
would have them nearer to himſelf, and 
more like, to himſelf—-- Holy as he is holy 

not in degree, but in likeneſs. He would 


teach them more ſubmiſſion to his will, for 


which he wiſely, and mercifully ſuits the 
croſs. He would improve their love to him, 
which he does by manifeſting, his to them: 
therefore he ſends his croſs to deaden their 
hearts to other love, that he may give them 
a happier ſenſe of his. And his children 
have found ſuffering times bleſſed times. 
They never had ſuch nearneſs to their Fa- 
ther, ſuch holy freedom with him, and ſuch 


. heavenly refreſhments, from him, as under 


the croſs. It only took. away what. ſtopped 


the increaſe of this happineſs, which there- 


by was made more ſpiritual and exalted. 
The croſs thus ſanRified is the greateſt 
bleſſing on this fide of heaven. Becauſe, by 
it the Father keeps his children in the cloſeſt 


communion that they have with him upon 
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292 WALK or FAITH, 
earth ; by it he purges' them, makes them 
fruitful, and partakers of his holineſs ; by 
it he cruciſies the life of ſenſe, deadens them 
to the world, mortifies their luſts and paſ- 
ſions; and by i it, as the outward man periſh- 
eth, the inward man is renewed day by day. 
Moſt bleſſed revewal! Daily the Father 
communicates (and by means of the croſs) 
new life, new ſtrength, and new comfort, to 
the inward man, By the right ſpirit renewed 
within him, he learns the neceſſity of the 
daily croſs---he ſees the merciful appoint- 
ment of it to teach reſignation to the Fa- 
*ther's holy will, to work a conformity to the 
firſt-born among many brethren, both in 
ſuffering and by ſuffering, to bring in ſenfi- 
ble experience of the Father's ſupport and 
comfort. What bleſſings are theſe ! How 
reat ! how precious! To be branches in 
the vine, and to have the Father of our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt the huſbandman, who 
crafts them into him---O what an infinite 
mercy is this? And to be under his ſpecial 
care, faithfully watched over in order to re- 
move every thing hurtful, and to beſtow 
every thing uſeful; this 1500 paſſeth under- 
ſtanding.” And to have this love to feaſt 
upon in the abſence of other comforts, to 
have them taken away only to make room 
for this, to enjoy this moſt plentifully, even 
unto troubles and afflictions, and to be only 
purged by chem in order to bring forth 
much fruit; theſe are triumphs of divine 


n 
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love. O my God and Father, 1 confels 
and deplore my frequent miſtaking thy deal- 
ings with me. I did not ſee they were all in 
love. Through mine ignorance and ſelf- 
will IJ thought thy croſs was a puniſhment, 
and I uſed Nicely to deſpiſe the chaſten- 
ing of the Lord. Pardon thy fervant con- 
cerning this thing. Forgive mine oppoſi- 
| tion to thy croſs, and ſubdue mine impa- 
| tient deſire to ſhake it off. Holy Father, 
h ö mortify my will, and make it bow to thine. 
; Thy will be done in me, and by me. Purge 

me, and make me fruitful under the erofs, 
Chaſten me, that I may be a partaker of thy 
holineſs. I bleſs thee, O my God, for the 
deſire which I have to keep up communion 
with thee in my ſufferings. © I believe thou 
art my perfettly reconciled Father in Jeſus, 
and therefore, truſting to thy love in him, I 
would take up thy croſs, and expect under 
it thy covenant bleſſings. Yes, Lord, this 
is of grace. Thine be the praiſe for ſhew- 
ing me the need of ſuffering, and of renew. 
ing me by it in the inward man to 
conformity to thy holy will. 1 no-. be 
thy love herein. It is as much love to cru- 
cify the outward man as to renew the inward 
man. I believe it in my judgment; 0 
bleſſed God, let me experience it in my 
heart and wall: Order all my croſſes, that 
they may work together under thee, for thy 
glory and for my good; and if afflictions 
abound let confolations abound alſo. I 
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have thy promiſe, and I rely upon it. Let 
it be fulfilled unto thy ſervant for thy dear 


Son's fake. Amen and Amen. 

This bleſſed communion with the Father 
and the Son, which the ſanctified uſe of the 
eroſs is made the means of promoting, is 
maintained by the holy Spirit: he is a per- 
ſon in the Godhead co- equal and co-eternal 
with the Father and with the Son. It is his 


office to apply and to make effectual all co- 


venant bleſſings. Faith in the Son, and 
through him, love to the Father, are from his 
influence. He is the lord and giver of all 
ſpiritual life, and of every ſpiritual enjoy- 
ment; for ſo the apoſtle teaches in his 
prayer for the Corinthians: « The grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God 
the Father, and the communion of the Holy 
: Ghoſt, be with you all.” This communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt conſiſted in partaking by 
his means with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his 


grace, and with the Father in his love. The 
Holy Ghoſt made the application : he quick- 


-ened the ſoul, and inſpired the breath of life 
into it, and on him it depends, for every ſpi- 


"ritual act, as much as the life of the body does 
on its breathing. Whoever ſtedfaſtly be- 
(heves i in Jeſus under the croſs, and expe- 


riences under it the Father's love, has this 


fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, by 


the operation of the holy Spirit. Therefore 


chat ſweet grace which bears up with faith in 
Jeſus, and with. patience. under the Father's 
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rod, is ſaid to be from him: The fruit of 
the Spirit is long-ſuffering;” he enables the 
ſoul to wait quietly ; and if the time be long, 
and the ſuffering hard, he gives long patience. 
He does not take away the ſenſe of pain, but 
he beſtows ſtrength to bear it, and by it he 
produces a plentiful harveſt of graces and 
bleſſings. Thus he teaches us himſelf: 
« Now no chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth 
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheleſs af. 
terward it yieldeth the peaceable fruits/of 
righteouſneſs, unto them who are exerciſed: 
thereby.” Theſe are the fruits of the Spirit i 
they are all of his producing; and they are 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which none can pro- 
duce but thoſe who are one with Chriſt; and 
in him righteous before God. Although 
ſenſe cannot perceive how they ſhould grow 
or ripen upon the croſs of Chriſt, yet faith 
can. The promiſe is ſure; and waiting 
faith, exerciſed with ſuffering, finds many» 
promiſed fruits. O my ſoul, conſideg chis 
precious ſcripture, and wich cloſe attention. 
Ei Study it. Treaſure it up in thy heart. It 
contains a rich cordial for the afflicted. 
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$ Obſerve, there is love in ſending the croſa, 
4 love to be manifeſted by it, and heavenly: 
5 fruits of love to grow upon it. Why then is 
8 ſuffering ſo hard? Why art thou ſo little 
1 profited by it? Is it not generally barren, 
'E becauſe thou art not looking to the word of 
12 promiſe, and depending upon the holy Spirit 
do give thee the promiſed fruit? Aſk thy- 
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ſelf therefore, eſpecially in the hour of ſuf- 
tering: Am I now expecting the commu- 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt, that by his grace 1 
may partake with the Son in his falvation, 
and with the Father in his love? Is this my 
preſent experience? There is no bearing the 
croſs without it. Art thou then, O my foul, 
truſting ta him for this happy fellow ſhip, and 
hoping that as thou art a branch in che vine, 
and the huſbandman is now purging thee, 


chou mayeſt bring forth much fruit? And 


obſerve what: kind of fruit it is. All the 
effects of being in union with Chriſt, and of 
having communion with him, are called 
fruits of righteouſneſs. Chriſt is the vine. 
The branch muſt be one with him before it 
can live and grow---ane with him in his life 
and death---a partaker of his divine righte- 
oauſneſs—-andithen the branch abiding in him 
by the influence of the holy Spirit "will be 
made fruitful in love, joy, peace, long-ſuf- 
fering, | gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance : for the fruit of the Spi- 
rit is in all goodneſs and righteoufneſs and 
truth. He brings forth all the fruit that is 
to the glory of God:--And it is all peaceable 
fruit : for it is produced by him in conſe- 
quence of covenant-love, by which the Fa- 
ther is revealed as the God of peace, and 
the Son as the great peace- maker; and when 
the holy Spirit enables the poor ſinner to be- 
lieve this, then he gives him joy and peace 


in believing-—being PRESSE by faith, he has 
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peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt. The 


croſs ſoon comes after this---not to deſtroy, 
but to try this faith---not to take away, but 
to confirm this peace---it is ſent to give 


proof of the ſoundneſs of faith, and to ma- 


nifeſt the ſweetneſs of divine love: for it 
comes from the God of peace, and all the 


fruits which he intends to produce by it are 
peaceable, ſuch as ſhould increaſe the happy 
ſenſe of peace in the minds of his children. 
And for this purpoſe the holy Spirit abides 
with them. He has revealed the Father's 
love in fcripture, and he is a faithful witneſs 
Of it to their hearts. He ſheds it abroad, 
and fatishes them of at. Yea, he gives them 
ſenſible experience and enjoyment of it 
under the crofs. This produces a quiet ſub- 
miſſion to his will, and an humble depend- 
ence upon his power; which are manitefted 
by waiting upon God in all ways and means 
for the grace promiſed to his afflited chil- 
dren. The croſs requires great grace, and 
therefore calls forth much prayer. 
ang times are praying times. The crols 
brings ſinners upon their knees--- Manaffeh 


Suffer 


in afllithon entreated the Lord---ſo did 


Paul---Behold, he prayeth. It keeps be- 


lievers upon their knees, as the prophet wit- 


neſſes: „Lord, in trouble have they vilited 
thee, they poured out a prayer when thy 
chaſtening was upon them.” The Lord 
himſelf declares the ſame: „ I will go and 


0 2 


retum to my place, till they acknowledge 
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their offence, and ſeek my face; in their af- 


fiction they will ſeek me carly.“ Accord- 
ingly they did ſeek him: „Come,“ ſay 
they, „ and let us return unto the Lord: for 
he hath torn and he will heal us ; he hath 
ſmitten and he will bind us up.” O bleſſed 
fruit of affliction ! when ſanctified by the 
Spirit it teaches the children of God to pray 
fervently, and to continue inſtant in prayer: 
it diſcovers the weakneſs of the fleſh, and 
the rebellion of the will; and ſhews the ne- 
ceſſity of drawing near to God for- ſtrength 
and patience, It keeps the mind in a pray- 
ing frame, expecting, by the grace of the 
Spirit, communion with the Father and the 
Son. The crols makes this communion ne- 
ceſſary. It cannot be endured vithout a 


belief of the Father's love in Jeſus, and; 


therefore the Spirit of prayer keeps this be- 


lief in exerciſe, and enables the ſoul to 
plead the promiſe. of ſtrength, to endure pa- 


tiently, and to bring forth much fruit. The 
promiſe cannot fail. They who truſt in it 
cannot be diſappointed, but ſhall find grace 
to help in time of need. As prayer is thus 
neceſſary, ſo the holy Spirit generally makes 
it ſweet under the croſs. Is any affliéted 
among you? Let him pray. Prayer is 
the appointed means of his comfort. If 
affliclion ſend him to God, God will meet 
him, and make him joyfu] in his hauſe of 
prayer. How encouraging are theſe words: 
% Draw.nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 
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anſwer; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, 


Aſk what you will, believing, and it ſhall be 


ſuch communications of hi 
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In every caſe of diſtreſs, draw 
nigh in faith to God: he is a very preſent 
help. Seek his face, and you will find him 
near unto you: for the Lord is nigh unto all 
that call upon him ; nigh to hear, t to anſwer, 
and to comfort. Thus his promiſe runs: 
« Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord thall 


here I am.” What is your burden? I am 
preſent to give ſtrength to bear it. What's 
your grief? Here are my comforts. Do 
your. tribulations abound 2 Here are my 
conſolations abounding alſo. Here 1 am. 


done unto you. O what times of refreſhing 
are theſe! The Holy Ghoſt ſenſibly com- 
forts the afflicted. When they draw nigh to 
God, he is preſent to make their hearts joy- 
ful. He diſpels their darkneſs with the hght 
of his countenance, and turns their mourn- 
ing into joy. And thus they have not only 
communion with God in prayers but allo 
| heavenly love, 

that they can often ſay. It is good for us 
that we have been in trouble. 
In times of trouble, the word alſo is ge- 
nerally ſweet. All people in diſtreſs look 
out for ſome comfort : and the holy Spirit 
directs believers to the ſcriptures ©44 What- 
ſoever things were written aforetime, were 
written for our learning, that we, through 
patience ' and comfort of  the- ſcriptures, 


might have hope.“ The afflicted feel their 
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900 WALK OF FAITH. 
want of , patience and comfort, which puts 
them upon careful hearing and reading of 
the good word of God. They want to 
know what it ſays of their caſe; and when 
they meet a ſuitable promiſe, chen they have 
a ground of hope. Their preſent trials re- 
quire them to ſeek for ſomething more than 
the truth of the promiſe. This being cre- 
dited, they therefore expect the promiſed 
bleſſing. When the famine was in Canaan, 
3 and his family could not have been 
kept alive by believing that there was corn 
in Egypt: they mult either fetch it or die. 
Trouble calls for the experience of the pro- 
miſed bleſſings, and when they are received. 
at ſuch a time they are ſweet indeed. The 
feel as eaſe does after pain. When the holy 
Spirit applies the comfort, the promiſe, bx 
which he applies it, is precious. It is Hike a 
reviving cordial to a fainting heart. O how 
ſweet are thy words unto my, taſte, yea, 
ſweeter than honey unto my mouth. Honey 
is ſweet, but the word is ſweeter. When, 
through patience, and comfort of the ſerip- 
tures, the afflicted believer enjoys the good 
of the promiſe, then he can ſay--Now I 
know, O Lord, that thy judgments are 
right, and that chou in faithfulneſs haſt af- 
flicted me: let, I pray thee, thy merciful 
kindneſs be for my comfort, gceording to 
a word unto thy fervant; 

Sweet is the comfort which the afflicted 
Tective from God the Comforter, under the 


Cs 
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; croſs ; not only in ſuffering, but alſo after A 
; iti. AFTERWARD alſo it yieldeth the 8 
. peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs.“ He who 0 
carries the croſs. of Chriſt, does not labour oy 


in vain, and ſpend his ſtrength for nought ; 
but be is bearing forth good feed. If he 
ſow it in tears, yet he ſhall reap in joy. 
The Lord looks at the fruit, and intends to 


| bring forth much of it by the crofs: we are 
| apt to look at che ſuffering and to forget the 
fruit. He has the end in view in the uſe of 
e all means; and the holy Spirit has revealed 
this clearly, that we might depend upen 
bim for receiving the proper fruit of athe- 
| tion. The Lord ſays, he led his people 


through the great and terrible wilderneſs, 
wherein were kery flying ſerpents and ſcor- 
pions, and drought ; that he might humble 
them, and that he might prove them, to do 
them good AT THE LATTER END. He in- 
tended to do them good. This was firſt in 
his heart. Then the way in which he would 
doit: he would lead them through many 
afflictions, by which they ſhould find, at the 
lutier end, how good God was to them. The 
promiſe. of this, was their encouragement to 
bear the croſs, till they reaped the fruit. 
In like manner the Lord ſays to the afflicted 
Jews: „1 know the thoughts that I think 
towards you,“ faith the Lord; “ thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you Ad Ex- 
PECTED END” =--ſuch an end as you would 
- with, and, having my promiſe, ſuch as you 
v'Y 
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1 


302 WALK OF FAITH. 


may falely hope for---my thoughts indeed 
are not as your thoughts---you think I have 
caſt you off, and that your preſent croſs is 
to cruf you---no, I mean to do you good 
by 1it---and ſo the end vill prove wait a 
tile in faith, and all will come to a happy 
iffue. 

Are theſe ſeriptures the truth of God ? 
Has the eternal Spirit promiſed in them, 
that although the bearing of the ' croſs be 
very painful, yet it is very profitable? Will 
he afterwards caufe them to bring forth 
much fruit, who have been exerciſed with 
it? Art thou then waiting, O my foul, 
under all thy troubles for the promiſed. end! 5 
Doſt thou expect it, and im patience tarry 
the Lord's leiſure? Canſt thou look back, 
and ſee how merciful the dealings of thy God 
have been---how gracious his rod-<how lov- 
ing his correction? Canſt thou look for- 
ward under every crofs, perſuaded that God 
will do thee good at the latter end? That 
he will cauſe many peaceable fruits to grow 
upon this feemingly barren tree? Vea, that 
-theſe light afflictions, which are but for a 
moment, ſhall work for thee an eternal 
weight of glory, far more excellent than can 
be conceived? O God the Holy Ghoſt, I 
do believe it: I would not doubt ef the 
truth of the promiſe in thy word, nor of the 
truth of thy grace in my heart; I 1 

beſeech thee, O thou Spirit Jehovah, 
enable me to keep up communion wich "an 
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in all my trials, that I may bring. forih thoſe 
peaceable fruits of righteoufne s. Thowart 


the giver of every graces” I acknovdedye 
thee to be the author of my ſpirituat life 281 
was dead in treſpaffes and ſins, andthowhalt 
quickened me. It is of thy mere gift that I 
have any faith, and that upon the trial it 
was found to de true faith: I bleſs thee for 


this grace, and humbty pray for the conti- 


nuance and for the increaſe of it. Meet me 
in the uſe of all means, and enable meito 
grow in faith, rooted and grounded in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that I may aito'grow ix love t his 
Father and to my Father. Of thou divine 


' revealer of his heavenly love, ſhed it abroad 
more abundantly in my heart, that I may 


learn more reſignation to his will, more fub- 


jection to his authority, and more fubmiſſion 


to his rod. I acknowledge thee, O holy- 
making Spirit, to be the teacher of patience, 
and what J have learned was thy revelation. 


It was in thy ſtrength that I was enabled to 


go on with any quietnefs bearing: my crols.. 
Thy grace made me willing, and nothing 
elle can keep me willing, to have the fielh 
crucified with its affettions and luſts. O 
God, put forth thine almighty power, and 
enable me to part wich every thing which 
would hinder my fellowſhip: wich the Father 
and the Son. I deſire ſo to walk this: day, 
as to have growing fellowſhip with the eter- 
nal Three, and I defire it through thine in- 
fluence. O God the: Holy Gholt, carry on 
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thy work. Exalt and purify my faith and 
' patience and every grace: if it be thy will to 
do this under the croſs, O make me willing 
and able to bear it. Let every croſs bring 
forth richer and riper fruit, until thou give 
me an exceeding great and eternal harveſt of 
glory. I aſk this in the name of Jeſus, and 


I expect an anſwer of grace through the 


Father's love in him, to whom with thee, 


O bleſſed Spirit, three perſons in one God. 
head, be equal glory, worſhip, and praiſe, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

Meditate, O my ſoul, with feriouſneſs, 


upon this great ſubject. Study the ſeripture 


account of the croſs. The knowledge of it 


enters into the very eſſence of the peace and 


comfort of thy walk. Thou canſt not runaway 
from the croſs: thou canſt not caſt it off: 

remember if chou wilt be Chriſt's diſciple, 
thou muſt take it up daily and follow him. 
If it be very heavy and very grievous, yet 
it will not hinder thee from following him. 
He carried the [heavieſt part for thee- he 


endured the curſe and puniſhment due to 


thy ſins-he left no wrath for thee to ſuffer. 


---Blefſed be his love, the croſs has no curſe 


in it now---thy ſufferings are all ſent from 
love---and his love will help thee to bear 
them, and to profit by them: for he: has 
promiſed to bleſs and ſanctify them to his 
people. And he makes them a bleſſing in- 


deed. Never, on this fide of heaven, does 


he give them ſuch near and happy commu- 
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nion with himſelf, as under the croſs; O 
read, then, and ſtudy what is revealed in 


ſeripture concerning it. Go over it again 
and again. Learn, well, and inwardly di- 
geſt: the dottrme of the crofs of Chriſt the 
neceſſity. the benefit the bleſſings of it. 
Meditate and feed upon the ſweet promiſes 
relating to ita mix faith with them, that 


they may nouriſh and ſtrengthen thee in time 


of need. But never forget, that thy crots, 


be it what it will, is appointed for thee in 


covenant love. It is the portion allotted 
thee by thy heavenly Father---decreed,. in 
weight and meaſure, to- an atom—-thow 
{halt not bear it one moment longer than he 
has determined---and many precious fruits it 
ſhall produce. Thou wilt find ſuffering 
times growing times---growth im faith and 
patience, in mortification to fin; and in fel- 
lowſhip with the ever bleſſed Trinity. The 
author of thy faith puts it to the triak; it 
comes out of the lion's den unhurt: it comes 


out of the fiery furnace refined. God is 


glorified hereby, and thou art ſtrengthened. 
He ſends the croſs to teach thee patience, 
and he continues it for the exercile and for 
the improvement of the fame greg, He 
intends, by his chaſtening, to crucify the 
fteſh, and to mortiſy thy members which are 
upon the earth. In love he takes away fen- 
tual, that he may give thee ſpiritual joys. 
He does not hate "thee; but love guides 
every ſtroke of his chaſtening. He is only 
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306 WALK OF FAITH. 
weakening thine attachment to earthly things, 


that he may increaſe thy communion with 
Father, Son, and Spirit. O what bleſſings 
are theſe! Meditate, O my foul, much 


and often upon them. Pray for the expe- 
rience of them in time of need; and be aſ- 


fured, with all theſe helps, the croſs will be 
exerciſed hard enough for thy patience. 


Thou canſt carry it only in the ſtrength of 
almighty grace. May the Lord ſtrengthen» 
thee: from day to day to run the race ſet be- 
fore thee, till thou win the prize of the high 


N of God in Chriſt Jeſus. - 


— 


CHAP. X. 


* 


. Thetbeliever, exerciſed with the inward 


croſs, learns to walk more humbly with 
his God. 


HE outward croſs is not always a bur- 

den alike heavy. God gives his chil- 

dren a little reſpite. Aſter they have been 
long tried he ſometimes removes their trou- 
ble, and gives them eaſe and outward proſ- 
perity. Their ſun ariſes as it does in nature. 


After many cold and dark days a fine ſeaſon. 


'comes---finer for coming after them. The 


ſky grows clear and ſerene, the air is foft and 


refreſhing, the fun ſhines with warm. and en- 


Irvening rays. Every thing looks pleaſant 
and miles around you. So it is in the 


kingdom of grace. The believer may hot 
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be always in heavineſs through manifold af- 
flictions. He has his times of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Lord. He proſ- 
pers, and is in health. The bleſſing of God 
is upon his ſubſtance. Every thing that he 
takes in hand ſucceeds. He is happy in his 
circumſtances, and happy in his family. 
He ſees the goodneſs of God in theſe mer- 
cies, and he is thankful. But if the heaven- 
ty Father ſometimes indulge his children 
with the removal of the outward croſs, yet 
he never does with the inward. They carry 
it all their days, and a heavy burden it is. 
So long as they are in the body, while they 
are in this tabernacle, they do groan, being 
burdened : for 

The 1nwarD CRo5S5 js the fault and cor- 
ruption of ſinful nature, which doth remain 
in the regenerate, and is their continual grief 
and plague : becauſe it is always oppoling 
their holy and happy walk with God. It is 
called in ſcripture, | 
Fae FLESH, the whole man being carnal, 
and full of luſting againſt the Spirit. 

THE op MAN, being the firſt in us be- 
fore the ne man is created by the Spirit of 
regeneration. 

A BODY OF sfx, made up completely of 
members and appetites, in which there is not 
only an abſence of all good, but alſo a pro- 
penſity to all evil, infomuch that nothing can 
move or ſtir in this body, but what is fiaful, 

TE Law or six, becauſe lin rules and 
governs the natural man. 
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in the whole man, both in fouF and body. 
CocrcupriscENeE, or Lusr, which the 
apoſtle ſays; he ſhould not have known to 
be ſin, unleſs the law had ſaĩd Thou Halt 
not covet or hiſt, 
This fallen nature is alſo ſaid to "=p cor 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts, to be 
. contrary; to the Spirit, to rebel againſt the 
law of God, and not to be ſubjedt to it, 
neither indeed can be. This corruption 
of nature doth remain, according to our re- 
> mb formers, Art 9: ea, in them that are 
_ regenerated, whereby the luſt of the fleſh, 
1 called in Greek. froncema ſar los, which 
'  fome do expound, the wiſdom ; ſome, ſen- 
Auality:; ſome, the affection; ſome, the de- 
kre of the fleſh, is not ſubject to the law of 
Good; and althouch there is no condemnation 
for them chat believe, and are baptized, yet 
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+10 the apoſtle doth confeſs that concupiſcence 
1 : Fey 

1 and luſt hath of it{c]f the nature of ſin.“ 
„ And in the 1gth Art. f Chriſt alone with- 


out fin, they ſay, „ that all we, the reſt, al- 
1 though baptized, and born again in Chriſt, 

1 yet offend in many things; and if we fa 
i MF we have no- lin, We deceive ee and 


i Ao the truth is not in us?? 
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1 The compilers of our articles were holy 
Ws men, and taught of God. They ſpake his 
| mind and will according to the oracles of 
5 truth. And it will be a great comfort to a 
poor ſoldier, wearied with fighting: againſt 
thoſe luſts which war againſt the foul, to 
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find that the beſt Chriſtians, in every age, 
have been engaged in the ſame holy war. 
This will mightily encourage him to take to 
him the whole armour of God, that he may 
be able to withſtand in the evit day, and 
having done all to ſtand. _ 

Attend then, O my ſoul, to the Jaw and 


to the teſtimony. Pray for the Spirit of 


wiſdom and revelation. Deſire grace to 
fubmit to the truth of God, that whatever 
he teaches plainly and exprelsly in his word, 
thou mayeſt believe it, and abide by it. 
Read and pray, till thou art fatrshed, and 
the conviction of thy mind influence thy 
heart and walk. Art thou to carry the in- 
ward croſs all the way to heaven? Is there 
no diſcharge in this war ?---No truce to be 
made, not even a ceſſation of arms? But 
art thou to be fighting on the good ſight of 
faith, till the captain of thy ſalvation take 
thee out of the field of battle ?. O hard ſer- 


vice! To be night and day at home and 


abroad in the cloſet and in the church at 
hearing the word and meditating upon it 
faſting and praying at the ſhop and at the 
exchange every where and at all times 
forced to be in arms againſt the aſſaults of 
indwelling ſin; this is a warfare terrible in- 
deed to fleſh Jin blood. The length of 1$4-- 
never ended ſo long as breath is in the body. 
The painfulneſs of it---confiſting in being at 
war with a man's ſelf, and in reſiſting his 
boſom fins and ſtrongeſt appetites---What 
diſcouragements are theſe | from entering 
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gto "WALK Of FAITE. 
into, and from continuing in, this battle! 


Why fhould it be wondered then; that ſome 


perſons, who only follow the camp, and are 
not of it, ſhould repent when they ſee this 
war, and return to Egypt? er that others, 
pretending to be on Chriſt's fide, but never 
one with him, ſhould dream of ſhaking off 
this crofs, and af fitting down here in a land 
of perfect peace? This is che coward's pa- 
radiſe. They want to reſt quiet on this ſide 
- of Jordan, and would not ge over with Je- 
us to fight for the promiſed land. O dear 
Saviour, keep thy noble army from this de- 
uſion of Satans ſo long as they are in the 
body of fin and death, make them good 
foldiers of Chriſt Jefus, refiſtitig unto blood, 
Ariving againſt im. For ſo long muſt we 
be in this hot battle. It is decreed by the 
ſovereign wilbof 'God---and he is always of 
one mind. „He has revealed it in his word of 
truth, that the corruption of nature doth 
remain in his regenerate children; they have 
an old man and a new, they have fleſh and 
ſpirit, they have nature and grace, and he 
has deſeribed the combat, which is to laft 
through life between theſe two. The be- 
loved apoſtte bears a clear teſtimony. He 


is ſpeaking of thole whom the blood of 


eſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, and who 
had fellowthip with the” Father and with-the 
Son, and who proved the truth of this by 
their walking in the light: he puts hmfett 
among them, and declares : „If we ſay that 
we have no lin now, we deceive ourſelves, 
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and the truth is not in us.“ -If w ſay he 
faith not, if thou ſay, as if he ſpake of 
ſome particular perſon nor if ye ſay, as if 
he intended ordinary Chriſtians ælone- But 
if WE, apoſtles, or whatever we be, ſay ſo; 
if any of us, if I, for inſtance, ſhould 
think I had no fin now, who am a ſaint of 
a hundred years old: becauſe I was a great 
favourite of the Lord Chriſt, and have been 
a great ſufferer for him: or becauſe I have 
lived blameleſs before men, and have been 
a witneſs for the truth in my writings, and 
am ready to ſeal it with my blood : if upon 
account of any thing done by me, or in me, 
of any real excellency or attainment, I 


ſhould fancy myſelf in a ſtate of ſinleſs per- 
fection, the Holy Ghoſt charges me with 


ſelf-deceit. A dreadful deluſion! ariſing 
from the pride of my heart, and its rebel- 
lion againſt God, and diſcovering the moſt 
groſs ignorance of God's righteouſneſs in 
the holy law, and of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
in the glorious goſpel : but if J vas to ſay 
as well as to think it; if I ſhould tell any 
body -Now I have no ſin— I am perfect 
Now, at this time, I have received perfect 
purity of heart: for, ever ſince I received it, 
I have had nothing ſtirring in me for one 
year, for two, twenty, forty years, but love, 
pure love to God —-God is in all 

thoughts, and nothing but God---I do his 
will in earth as it is done in heaven: If I 
mould 1 lo, 1 ſhould tell a . lie: tor I 


—— — ͤ—ů— eg 


: 2 CIP? 


2 
Wa 
Y 5 


— * 1 us 2 N 8 * * x: 1 1 * J a 5 * k 28 Ss 2 * 9 
8 Fu 8 FE 3 — * rae r N A 8 La ES. Ta r n yo 8 I a 
FT A er Sed dE OY 4 


312 © WALK OF FAITH- 
ſhould. deceive myſelf, and the truth would 


not be in me. 
Are theſe indeed the very words of the 
apoſtle: „ If we ſay that we have no ſin 
now, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is 
not in us?” Can no other ſenſe be fairly 
put upon them, but that the holy John had 
in in him at every given moment of his 
life? Is this the plain literal meaning of the 
paſſage? As it certainly is, obſerve then, 
O my ſoul, che deciſive evidence given here 
by the Holy Ghoſt concerning the inward 
eroſs. Pray for his teaching, that thou 
mayeſt underſtand, and pray for his grace, 
that thou mayeſt prog from, this ſcripture. 
Here is his infallible record concerning 
1 St. John and all highly-favoured believers 
5 He afferts that there was no time of their 
. lives in which they were free from indwell- 
ing ſin: God forbid then that I ſhould think F 
I have no fir. He avers that if they ſhould ſay 
they had none, they were dectiyed; and 
«that if they ſhould ſtand toit, ds popiſh 
myſthes and proteſtant perfettioniſts do, the 
3 of hearts declares that they lie, and 
do not che truth the truth is not in them: 
ſor the father of lies has flattered them, and 
-drawni them into ſelf idolatry, withla wicked 
deſign to corrupt their minds from the ſim- 
plicity that is in Chrift; ) Beware, O my 
ſoul, of this deceit: the Holy Ghoſt has 
warned thee of it. IIe foreſad hom the firſt 
iin would break, out in aftertimes, and 
pride would perſuade men that they were 
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perfect in the fleſh ; he, therefore, ſo guarded 


this ſcripture that none can miſtake it, but 
ſuch as turn away their ears from the truth. 
He puts all the words in the preſent tenſe, 
leſt any ſhould think he was ſpeaking of time 
paſt, or of what. men were before the blood 


of Chriſt had cleanſed them. If we now 


aW, who now have fellowſhip with 
the bleſſed Trinity, and are walking in the 
hzht of their countenance—ſay that WE 
NOW HAVE NO SIN, nor had none for- 
merly; he is not ſpeaking of chat: if he 
was (the Holy Choſt underſtands grammar, 


and can make no miſtake in expreſſing him- 


ſelf) he would certainly have uſed the paſt 


tenſe; but he uſes the preſent, now; HAVE 


NO SIN, ſo as not to want the cleanſing 


blood of Jeſus this moment as much as ever. 


---If we have any ſuch thoughts, WE now 
' DECEIVE OURSELVES, AND THE TRUTH 18 


NOT NOW N Us. How forcible and ſtrong is 


this teſtimony from the mouth of John: 
and the ſenſe, as well as the grammar, 


fhews, that he is ſpeaking of bellevers, and 


that there is ſin in them: for throughout the 
chapter he treats. of the very fame perſons, + 


and; deſcribes, not what they were before, 
but what they are ſince they receiyed the 
grace of God. They were cleanſed from alk 
ſin by the blood of the Lamb; vere admit- 
ted into communion; with the Father and 
the Son, by the Spirit; and they enjoyed 
this communion, walking in the light, as 
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314 WALK OF FAITH, 
God is in the light---theſe are the perſons 
here mentioned---of whom Cod ſays, they 
had fm ſtill in them, indwelling fin, the 
fault and corruption of nature, ſtill remain- 
ed in them; and if they fancied it did not, 


. they would be ſadly decerved---they would 
|: entirely miſtake the covenant of grace, 


which was to bring finners fenſible of their 
x wants and miſeries, to live out of themſelves 
= upon the fulneſs of the God-man---they would 
= forget their on character, under which 
= alone they can be faved, ſalvation being 
+ nl only for finners---they would fall into the 
5 erime of the devil, by pride exalting them- 
i ow ſelves againſt the perſon and work of the 
| - os 5Jhearnate God---and they would quite per- 
„ vert the law and the gofpel : for, im order to 
maintain their inherent perfection, they are 
forced to legalize the goſpel, and to make it 
conſiſt of certain terms and conditions, upon 
the performance of which ſinners ſhall be 
*faved ; and then, in order to comfort them- 
ſelves with their having performed theſe 
terms and conditions, they are forced to 
turn rank Antimonians: they leſſen the evil 
of ſin, they excuſe it in themſelves, and 
make juſt nothing of it. They call it by 
ſeveral pretty ſoft names, fuch as infirmity, 
frailty, excreſcence, and at laſt they get quite 
54 rid of it, by laying it upon the devil, and 
«il by terming it an injection of old Satun. 
And thus they deceive themſelves into per- 
fedtion, and inſiſt upon it that they have no 
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ſin, although they have enough in them to 


damn the whole world. O God, open the 
eyes of theſe ſelf.deceivers, and bring them 
into the way of truth. 


Such is the clear evidence of che holy 
Spirit: he aſſerts that the greateſt believers, 


while in the body, have ſin in them. Doſt 


thou yield, O my ſoul, to his teſtimony? 


Art thou fully convinced of it from the 
work of his grace, as well as from the 
word of his truth? Doſt thou feel in- 
dwelling ſin? Is it the plague of thy 
heart, and the burden of thy life? When 
thou art willing to walk  hambly with thy 
God, is it continually in thy way, railing 
objections, putting difficulties, and ſuggeſt- 
ing hindrances? Is it like a heavy weight 
preſſing thee down in thy race, that thou 
canſt not run ſo long, or ſo faſt, as thou 


couldſt wiſh? Since this is, indeed thy 
daily croſs, and the bearing of it the hardeſt 


part of thy warfare, O read with diligence 
the ſcripture account of it. Take notice 
of the Lord's champions, how they felt 
under this. burden, trom whence they de- 
rived. ſtrength to bear it, and had comfort 
under it. Hear the man after God's own 
heart crying out: „Mine iniquities are 
gone over my head, as a heavy burden; they 


are too heavy for me”---David had a heavy 
load: he was ready to ſink, and he could 


not calt it off. He could not go into his 


cloſet, or to the houſe of God; he could 


not fit upon his throne, or go in and out 
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before his family, but this grievous croſs ſo 
bowed him down greatly, that he went 
mourning all the day long. The burden of 
it was intolerable, and would have cruſhed 
him under it, if he had not learned how to 
caſt it on the Lord Make haſte,” ſays 
be, „to help me, O Lord God of my ſal- 
vation.“ Here he found relief. The 
prayer of faith was heard, and God was 
the ſtrength of his ſal vation. 

Under the ſame burden a New Teſtament 
ſaint went 'groaning all his days. He had a 
hard conflict between the fleſh and the ſpi- 
Tit, and he has left the account of it upon 


record. Blefled be God for the ſeventh / 


chapter of the Romans. We there read of 
the inward” crofs, with which all the chil- 
dren of God are exerciſed. In the very 


ſame Paul there was delight in the law of 


God after the inwerd man; but he found 
another law in his members, rebelling 


againſt the law of Goed---the fleſh, in which 


dwelleth no good thing, never ceaſed to aſ- 
fault the ſpirit with its vile thoughts, legal 


- workings, and rebellious inclinations---when 
he had a will to do good, he could not do 


it ſo perfectly as he defired---his beſt mo- 


ments were never free from the inroads of 
indwelling fin : therefore, in the bitterneſs. 
Of his ſoul; he cried out: O wretched ' 
man that I am.”---Oh ! that figh came from 
the bottom of his heart---I know what he 
telt---he groaned, being burdened---weary ' 
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and tired with this continual conflict, he 


looked out for deliverance: „Who ſhall 


deliver me from the body of this death?“ 


He ſaw, by faith, his almighty Saviour; and 
in him expected everlaſting victorÿß: „1 


thank God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


He reſted upon * Chriſt in the battle, and 
through him waited for deliverance, know- 
ing that, one day, he ſhould be made more 
than conqueror. 

Well then, O my ſoul, here is . 
If the corruption of nature be thy croſs, fo 
it was to David, and ſo it was to Paul. Thy 
caſe 1s not fin gular: It is common to every 
ſoldier who is fighting under the banner of 
Chriſt. This croſs is unavoidable, becauſe 
it is in thy boſom. It is thine inmoſt ſelf 
thy whole nature, which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful luſts. Thou haſt ' not an 
atom of thy body, nor the leaſt motion or 
ſtirring of any faculty in.thy ſoul, but ſin is 


in it; and therefore it is capable of being a 


plague to the new man. The Holy Ghoſt 
ſpeaks thus of the inward warfare ; «This 
I ſay then, walk in the ſpirit} and ye ſhall 
not fulfil the laſts of the fleſh: for fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 
againft the fleth, and theſe are contrary the 
one to the other, ſo that ye cannot do the 


things that ye would.“ Theſe words are 
addreſſed to the Galatians, who were: be- 


lievers, and called into the liberty of the 


goſpel, but by falſe teaching they were under 
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a-great temptation. They had begun in the 
ſpirit, but they thought of being perfetted 
in the fleſh, They ſet out with ſalvation by 
faith, but expected ſalvation, at laſt, by 
works. Among other arguments to con- 
vince them of their miſtake, here is one un- 
anſwerable, namely, No works of our's can 
ſave a ſinner, but ſuch as are perfect; no 
works of our's are perſeQ, therefore they 
cannot ſave a ſinner. And that none of 
them are perfe& is certain, becauſe in every 
one of them there is ſomething of the fleſh, 
of corrupt nature, as well as ſomething of 
the ſpirit and of ſpiritual nature. Theſe two 
are contrary as life and death, and they are 
always in attion, every moment the one 
luſting againſt the other: ſo that no believer 
can do the things which he would, ſo per- 
fectly as the holy law requires, 


- How grievous muſt this inward croſs be to 


a areal believer? For it conſiſts in the oppo- 


ſition, which he finds within him, to God 
and to the things of God. The fleſh ever 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the old man 
againſt the new. There is a continual war 
between theſe contrary powers. The fleſh 


is a complete body of ſin, armed with every 
member and inſtrument of rebellion, that 


can reſiſt the motions and actions of the 


new man. There is daykneſs in the under- 
ſtanding always clouding the light of the 


glorious goſpel, and therefore we know but 


in part. The will of the fleſh always op- 
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poſes the holy will of God. There is en- 
mity in the heart working againſt the love 
God and of his will. There is pride to 
weaken humility anger to oppoſe meekneſs 
the carnal mind to fight againſt ſpiritual- 
mindedneſs. When the ſpirit is willing the 
fleſh is weak. When you draw near to 
God in prayer, the imagination will not be 
confined : it will wander after a thouſand 
vain objetts. When you are hearing the 
word, it will diſturb your attention with its 
unaccountable excurhons. It is fo ſportive 
and flighty that you cannot keep it within 
any bounds... Is it not ſo, O my foul ? 
Art thou not ſenſible of this heavy croſs ? 
Doſt thou not find ſomething in thee always 
reſiſting and + weakening the exerciſe of thy 
graces? and 1s not this the great plague of 
thy life? Can there be a greater than to 
carry about with thee a ſinful nature, daal 
trying to hinder ' thee in thy holy walk and 
happy. communion with God? O how 
much does it concern thee, then, to be well 
ſkilled in bearing this croſs, and in behaving 
under it as a good ſoldier of Chriſt Tefus ! 
And to this end the principles before laid 
down are abſolutely neceſſary. Without 
them thou canſt not rightly underſtand the 
nature of indwelling ſin, and canſt not poſ- 
ſibly gain victory over it. Only the doc 
trines of grace received into thy heart, can 
enable thee to walk with God under this 
crols. Call to mind, then, what was agreed 
be | 


q 2320 „ WAILEk OF FAITH: . 
* upon in the covenant of the Trinity, and „ 
up was fulfilled in the perſon and work of Im- FF 
manuel, for thy peace with the Father, and 
for thy returning to him in love, and has 
| been applied to thee by the holy Spirit, who 
has given thee faith in Jeſus, and has ma- 
niteſted the love of the Father in him: thou p 
art therefore now one with thy covenant= 9 
! head---in him complete and perfect, al- 
| -. though thou art in thyſelf {till a ſinner. 
Thou haſt a body of fin, through the luſt :. 
ing of which thou art not able to keep the a 
holy law, according to its full demands, in 
= any one inſtance. But thou art before the 
| Father, what thy ſurety is. He ſees thee in 
him, without ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing---accepted as he 1s---beloved with the 
fame love---looked upon with the ſame joy + 
© | ---and bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
l him. Thy ſurety, lived for thee : thou haſt | 
the righteouſneſs of God for thy juſtifica- 
N tion. Thy ſurety died for thee: in him thou 
{FI art as truly dead unto lin, as Chriſt himſelf 
[ is. Thy ſurety roſe again, and took poſſeſ- 
| Hoh of ſpiritual and eternal life for thee. 
[ He was delivered for thine offences, and 
| raiſed again for thy juſtification. Thou 
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ſhalt reign with him, as certainly as he has 

| now the crown upon his own head. Such 
is che perfect ſalvation which is for thee, al- 
| though thou art {till the ſubject of n: for 
ty pardon is without exception or reverſe. 
=_ All treſpaſſes are freely forgiven. 84 
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ſus, that thou ſhouldeſt be holy and without 
blame before him and fo thou art. As a 
member in his body thou art without@le- 
miſn. Here is thy relief under the inward 
croſs. | The Father choſe thee in his Son 

looks upon thee in him, and deals with thee 
according to covenant love: there is, there- 
fore, now no condemnation to thee, who art 


© juſtification to life is abſolute : for it is God 
- himſelf that juſtifieth. He choſe thee in Je- 


in Chriſt Jeſus. / With the ſweet ſenſe of®” 1 
this upon thy conſcience, perſuaded that 


God is at peace with thee, take up the in- 
ward croſs. In this delightful. view fee the 


curſe removed. Thou haſt no reaſon to 
fear wrath or death or hell. Victory over 
all fins-and enemies 1s certain. 4 Daily, eter- 
nal victory is promiſed. : In this faith follow 
the noble army who carried this crols to 


their hwy bh ight as they did, looking 


unto Jeſus.” Sin is in thee : it was in them; 
but they looked upon it as a vanquiſhed foe, 


ſlain and put to death, when Jeſus died for 


iin once. Likewiſe reckon thou alſo thy- 
ſelf to be in him dead unto fin---freed from 


the condemning ſentence of the law---freed 


from the dreadſul ſtroke of juſtice by his 
death---freed as truly as he is---and- therefore 
thou art no more liable than he is to be con- 


demned and puniſhed. And for the ftrength- 
ening of this faith, ſeek for fellowſhip with 
him in his death. It is thy privilege, ay 
thou art planted in the likeneſs of his death, 


to derive power andefficacy from it, daily to 
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put ſin to death. The more ſtedfaſtly thou 


believeſt that thou art one with him in his 


death, the more wilt thou find thy ſinful na- 


ture crucified with him. Communion is 
alfys according to the faith of union with 


Chriſt. The ſtrongeſt faith muſt have the 
ſtrongeſt hold of him, and thereby draw 
the moſt virtue from him. It is true, as 
our faith increaſes we become more ſpi- 
ritual ; and we ſee corruption more, as we 


ſee motes in the ſun-beams. The ſenſes of 


the new man, by exerciſe, gain a quicker 
perception of ſin---we become all over ten- 
der as the eye---jealous of the motions--- 
yea, of the appearance of evil. This is 
real growth. Sin is more felt, in order that 


the power of Jeſus may be put forth to make 


us hate it, reſiſt it, and overcome it more. 
As believers are more ſenſible of their ſin- 


fulneſs in the firſt Adam, ſo they grow up 


into the ſecond Adam, the Lord from bea- 


ven: they bear the croſs of the corruption 


of the firſt, which leads them to conſtant 
fellowſhip with the ſecond---in his death, for 
the pardon of their corruption---in the 
power of his death, to mortify ſin, that it 
may not have dominion over them. 
Corruption is in thee, and it will ſtrive 
for dominion. Thy fins will ſometimes 
fiercely aſſault. Their allies, the world 
and the devil, will. join them with ſtrata- 
gems and force; when the battle is hot, and 


thou art weak, then it behoves thee to live 
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by. faith upon Jeſus as thy, furety, now aCt- 
ing for thee in heaven, as he atted for thee 
upgn earth. He has gone up, as thy high- 
prieſt, to carry thy, name within the veil, 
He bears it upon the ephod on his thoul- 
ders, and upon the breaſt-plate on his- 
heart : his power and his love are engaged 
for thee, now he is in glory. He ſtands in 
the preſence of God, as thy repreſentative. 
The Father fees thee in him; and thou art in 
his ſight what thy forerunner is. As he 
ſtands there, ſo doit thou ſtand---rizhteous 
as he is righteous---holy as he is holy---be- 
loved as he is beloved---and ſhalt be bleſſed 


as he is bleſſed. View, by faith, thy nature 
in him, exalted and glorified, and for the 


joy ſet before thee in him take up thy croſs. 
It is a heavy burden—-it is a hard Warfare. 
True: but conſider, who ſhall lay any 
thing to thy charge for indwelling fin? It 
is God that juitifieth thee from it. Who is 


he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died; 


yea, rather, that has riſen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
maketh interceſhon for thee. He appears 
in the preſence of God for thee, as thine in- 
terceſſor. He is always in court to repre- 
ſent thy perſon; and to carry thy cauſe, 
eſpecially as to what concerns {in : 4 If any 
ok us fin,” fays the beloved diſciple, „we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus _ 
Chriſt the righteous; and he is the propitia- 
tion for our fins:” in this office he is 
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ſkilful and faithful and compaſſionate. 
He has thine intereſt. at heart---thy faſety, 
thy comfort, under this croſs, and thy vic- 
tory over it. His very glory is fo inter- 
woven with thine, that they are one: yea, 
the advocate and his chents form but one 
ſpiritual body, of which every member is 
what the head is. O my God and Saviour, 
"I bleſs thee and worſhip thee, for acting 
for me as mine advocate and interceſſor in 
heaven. Increaſe, I beſeech thee, my 
faith, that I may fee more of the glory of 
thine office, and may make more uſe of it 
in the bearing of mine inward croſs. O let 
thy faithful witneſs abide with me, to enable 
me, without doubt or wavering, to truſt in 
what thou haſt done for me upon earth, and to 
draw comfort from what thou art now doin 
for me in heaven. Into thy hands I deſire 
to commit my cauſe. Lord, undertake for 
me. Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good, and 
guide me with thy counſel, till thou bring 
me to thy glory. I afk this for thy mercies' 
fake. Amen. Is this the true ftate of the 
cale? Is it certain from the word of God ? 
Is it confirmed from matter of fact? Did 
the higheſt believer upon earth experience 
this inward croſs? When his conſcience 
ſummoned him to the bar of God, and pur 
him upon enquiring what he would plead 
there for his juſtification, had he any thing 
to urge but the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of 
the ever bleſſed Immanuel? And is not 


WALK or FAITE, * 325 


this thy plea, O my foul? Doſt thou not 
find ſo much weakneſs and infirmity in thy 
holy things, that thou wouldeſt feek atone- 
ment for the iniquity. of them through the 
interceſſion of the great high-prieſt? And 
thou wouldeſt not think of ſtanding before 
the throne, to claim eternal hfe as the-re- 
ward due to thine own holineſs. Is not this 
thine experience? If it be, then take up 
thy croſs in this , | 
FalTH. Tt is thy grief that fin is in thee. 

The motions and luſtings of it are thy bur- 
den. The reliſting and oppoſing them 18 
thy continual.warfare; and thou haſt no 
proſpett before thee of enjoying perfect de- 
liverance from this heavy croſs, until death” 
releaſe thee. Blefled be God for the ſalva- 
tion that is in Chriſt Jeſus. There is a pro- 
viſion made in the covenant of grace for the 
pardon of indwelling fin, for victory over it 
daily, and for the eternal deſtruction. of the 
whole body of ſin: it ſhall have no exiſtence 
in the members, any more than it has in 
their glorihed head. Here is a comfort for 
thee, O my ſoul, of God's on providing, 
and of God's own applying. When it is ap- 
plied to thy heart, the croſs will be..caly? 
Oblerye carefully what is revealed concerns 
ing the being of ſin in the beſt * Chriſtians, 
and concerning the pardon of it. The Holy 
Ghoſt declares it dwells in them, but they 
are forgiven all treſpaſſes---they are in Chriſt 
without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing 
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in the firſt Adam they are heirs of ſin, death, 
and hell; in the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, they are heirs of righteouſ- 
nels, life, and glory. He is their cove- 
nant-head, and they are before God what 
be is. This is the record of truth---yz ARE 
COMPLETE IN HIM. Abide by it, O my 
foul ; give it full credit, and boldly plead 
it againſt all the charges of guilt, and fears 
of wrath.--- RN 
& Tt is true, I have fin in me, but it is 
pardoned. God has forgiven me ALL treſ- 
paſſes. I ſtand before him in my ſurety, 
who undertook for me, and I am perfect in 
him. The Father choſe me in his Son : he 
looks upon the face of his beloved, and ſees 
me in him. In him he is well pleaſed, fo 
he is with me. As he loves him, fo he loves 
me. This is the glorious privilege which 
by faith I now enjoy. I deny fight and 
fenſe, and I ſtick to the word of God. I 
adhere ſtrietly to its teſtimony concerning 
me, believing myſelf to be dead indeed unto 


fin in Chriſt, and in him abſolutely freed. 


from'guilt and condemnation. The Father 
is at peace with me, and he loves me in his 
Son, and with the ſame love with which he 
loves him---his Father and my Father. With 
this perſuaſion I go to war with my cor- 
ruptions. I ſee their traitorous deſigns. 
They are fighting againft every thing that 1s 
dear and precious to my ſoul. But having 


the promiſed grace of the almighty Saviour 
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ſor my help, I deſire to ſet upon them in his 
name. I know he has them among mine 
other enemies under his feet, and I have his 
word for it that he will put them under 
mine. Yea, Lord, I beheve, and on thy 
faithful promiſe I ruſt this day. Although 
J muſt carry my croſs, yet I bleſs thee and B 
worſhip thee for removing curſe and wrath * 
from it. I can now take it up as thy fo 
dier, and fight againſt it in thy ſtrength, ex- 
petting victory from thee, and to thy glory. 

O my God, fave me from indwelling fin. 

Let me feet it my burden. Glorify thy -: 
grace in me, and by me, that being endued 
with power from on high I may hold out 
reſiſting and conquering it, till thou give 

me everlaſting victory.” 

If this, O my ſoul, be thy conſtant de- 
pendence, then the croſs wilt become light. 
Guilt makes it heavy. The curſe in it 
makes it intolerable: but if by faith thou 
canſt fee guilt and curſe e then it 
will be no hinderance to thee in thy heaven- 
ly walk, but will daily call forth into uſe 
and exerciſe thoſe graces which will help 

5 thee forward, and eſpecially 
PATIENCE. Here is great need of pa- 
tience---a continual war- and within thee 
, thine own boſom. the ſeat of it and thine 
own luſts carrying it on, and maintaining it. 
The more ſpiritual thou art, the more wille 
thou feel this inward” conflict. The more 
thou growelt into Chriſt, the more will thy 
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corruptions ſtir and move---they will be thy 
continual plague, fo that thou wilt not be 
able to draw any comfort from what thou 
art in thyſelf. Here is exerciſe for patience. 
Every where indwelling ſin is preſent with 


thee ; upon every. temptation ready with its. 


flatteries to entice, and with its power to 
break out into att and deed. The oppoſing 
it is like cutting off a right hand, and pluck- 
ing out a right eyC---as Contrary to nature, 
and as painful. tne hand and the eye can- 
not be deſtroyed twice; but inbred luſts, 
overcome a thouſand times, are not in the 
leaſt diſcouraged from warring againſt the 
foul. Like the troubled fea, never at reſt, 


they are always caſting up ſome ſinful mire 


and dirt. What canſt thou do without faith 
in the Redeemer's blood, without patience 
to wait for the Redeemer's ſtrength? Every 
moment there is need of faith and patience ; 
and every moment, if theſe graces be exer- 


eiſed, they will be improved. The bearing 


of the croſs continually, and fighting under 


it on the fide of God, wilt alſo be the means 


of teaching thee 

THE TRUE SPIRITUAL MORTIFICA« 
TION, Which does. not conſiſt tn fin not be- 
Ing in thee, nor in its being put upon the 
eroſs daily, nor yet in its being kept upon it. 
There muſt be fomething more to eſtabliſh 
perfect peace in thy confcience ; and that is 
the teſtimony of God concerning the bod 
ef fn. He has provided for thy perlect 
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deliverance from it in Chriſt... Every thing 
needſul for this purpoſe was. finiſhed by him 
upon the croſs. He was thy ſurety. He 
ſuffered for thee. Thy fins were cruciged 
with him, and nailed to his croſs. They 
were put to death when he died: for he was 
thy covenant-head, and thou, as a member 
of his body, waſt legally repreſented by 
him, and art indeed dead to ſin by his dying 
to {im once. The law has now no more 
right to condemn thee, a. behever, than it 
has to condemn him. . Juſtice is bound to 
deal with thee, as it has with thy riſen and 
alcended Saviour. If thou doſt not thus 
fee thy complete mortification in him, ſin 
will reign in thee. No ſin can be crucified 
either in heart or life, unleſs it be firſt par- 
doned in conſcience: becauſe there wilt be 
want of faith to receive the ſtrength of Je- 
ſus, by whom alone it can be crucified. It 
it be not mortiſied in its guilt, it cannot be 
ſubdued in its power. IH the behever does 
not ſee his perfett deadneſs to ſin in. Jelus, 
he will open a wide door to unbelief;: and if 
he be not perſuaded of his completeneſs in 
Chriſt, be gives room for the attacks of 
ſelf-righteous and legal tempers. If Chrilt 
be not all in all; ſcif muſt; ſtill be looked 
upon as ſomething great, and, there will be: 
food. left for the pride of ſeliimportance; 
and ſelf-ſuthciency.. So chat he canngt, 
grow into the death of Chriſt; in fenſible 
experience, farther than he believes himſelſ 
Y & 
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to be dead to fin in Chriſt. The more 
clearly and ſtedfaſtly he believes this, as the 
- apoſtle did--- 

IAM CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST, in pro- 
portion will he cleave to Chriſt, and receive 
from him greater power to crucify fin. 
This believing view of his abſolute mortifi- 
cation in Chriſt is the true goſpel method of 
mortifying ſin in our own perſons. 

Examine then, O my ſoul, the miſtakes 
which thou haſt made, and the temptations 
which thou art under, concerning this lead- 
ing truth in thy walk. Pray to thy God for 
his wiſdom to guide thee. Without it thou 
wilt be afraid where no fear is. Thou wilt 
be inclined to think this doctrine rather en- 
couraging to ſin: becauſe it ſeems, to carnal 
reaſon, to take off thy mind from watchful- 
nels againſt it, and from praying for victory 
over it. But be aſſured this is a great error. 
H thou art not complete in Ghriſt, thou 
never canſt be complete. Seek for the 
death of {in where thou wilt, it is not to be 
found but in his death. Try to conquer it 
upon any other principle than faith in his. 
death, the very attempt is ſinful, and 
proves thee to be under the law. Unleſs 
thou art one with him in his death, there can 
be no pardon of ſin, and conſequently no 
victory over it. O fear not then to- lay the 
whole weight of thy ſalvation upon feſus. 
Depend on dls: as dying to fin for thee, and 


look at thylelf dead to fin in him—as 
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completely dead to it as he is. Read the 
teſtimony of the holy Spirit. Study the in- 
finite, the everlaſting ſufficiency of his 
death for thine abſolute freedom from guilt 
and condemnation. Truſt without waver- 
ing; be not afraid to view the everlaſting 
perfection of thy deliverance in Feſus, and 
this will weaken the tyranny, and will cru- 
cify the power of fin. This will, and no- 
thing elſe can. Read the ſixth of the Romans, 


and pray for the ſpirit of revelation to pen 


it to thee, There thou wilt diſcover. the 


true way to mortify fin. It is by beheving 


that thou art-planted together with Chriſt in 
his death: from thence only thy pardon 


flows, from thence thy daily victory is re- 


ceived, and from thence thy eternal victory 
will be perfected. Fight on; ſoon thou ſhalt 
be what Chriſt now is. The member ſhalt 
be perfectly like the head. O glorious 
proſpect! Thou ſhalt be with him, and 
like him---{potleſs and fair as Jeſus, righte- 
ous and holy, happy in body and foul. 
Thou ſhalt ſee him as he is, and awaking 
after his likeneſs, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
it. Take up thy crols for the joy here ſet 
before thee. Bear it in faith. It will be 
light and eaſy to thy pardoned conſcience : 
yea, the carrying of it in patience wilt 
bring forth many peaceable fruits of righte- 
ouſnefs: among the reſt there is one which, 


in the ſight of God, is of great price, and 
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which is daily improved by the inward croſs; 
namely, 

Humiiiry, which confiſts in- the right 
knowledge of ourſelves, not only of what 
we have been, but alſo of what we now are. 


The beſt and hoheft man upon the earth has. 


a corrupt fallen nature: he has fleſh {hill 
which is always luſting againſt the ſpirit. 
While he is alive to God he feels it. He is. 
ſenſible of the inward conflict. Dead men 
indeed feel nothing. A dead corpſe has no 
tenſe of the worms which are eating it up. 
He that has theſe luſts in him, and warring 
againſt his ſoul, and yet does not feel them, 
cannot be ſpiritually alive. A natural man 
has no ſenſe of them, becauſe they are in 


bim as worms in a dead body: juſt ſo it is. 


with the perfectioniſt. But fo ſoon, and ſo- 
long, as he lives to God, he will perceive 
them. If he be in happy communion with 


God, indwelling {in is preſent to interrupt 
the enjoyment. - If he exerciſe any grace, 


this beſetting ſin tries to weaken its actings. 
If he be fet about any duty, it will hinder 
him from doing it ſo. perfectly as God re- 
quires, and as he could with. The abiding 


tenſe of theſe truths will keep down pride. 


The behever will {ce nothing of his own to 
truſt in; no faith, or hope, or love, no- 
faithfulneſs to grace, no holy obedience ; 
all is ſtained and poluted. He is forced to- 
cry out of his beſt duties---unclean--uncltan. 


In this ſchool the diſciple learns to walk 
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humbly with his God. The more he knows 


of himſelf, the more humble he becomes. 
And he grows in this heavenly grace, the 
more he 1s acquainted with the mercy of 
God in Jeſus. This learned by divine 
teaching keeps the believer meek and lowly 
in his own eyes. Nothing ſoftens and melts 
the ſoul into holy tenderneſs like the ſenſe 
of God's mercy. A man who feels the 
plague of his own heart is never truly hum- 
bled until he be pardoned. | But when he is 
juſtified from alt things in Chrift, in him a 
partaker of all ſpiritual bleſſings in earth and 
heaven, when he ſees all his ſalvation of 
grace, of free ſovereign grace, flowing from 
the abſolute favour of electing love, and 
beſtowed upon him, as unworthy an object 
as ever did or can partake of it, then he be- 
comes truly broken-hearted. Theſe truths, 
taught of God, bring every. high thought 
into ſubjethon to Chriſt Jefus. The ſouk 
bows before him, lies low at his feet, prof=. 
trates itlelf before the throne of his grace, 
and. deſires to be kept willing to take all its 
bleſſings out of his hands, and to uſe them 
to his glory. This is gofpet humility, the 
true abaſement of ſpirit, with which a man, 
ſenſible that he is ſaved by mere mercy, 
tothes himfell. And while the experience of 
indwelling hn humbles him down to the duſt, 
it produces, through God's grace, the hap- 
pieſt effects: for it keeps him in bis ſtrong 
tower and fanttuary, in which alone he 15 
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Sark. It is ever reminding him of his 


need of the blood of ſpriakling---ever ſhew- - 


ing him his want of a perfect righteouſneſs 


and ever preaching to him the neceſſiiy of 


his being kept by the power of God. And 
while he hearkens to theſe leſſons, truſting 
to Jeſus, he will ſtand faſt, and be eſtabliſh- 
ed. The arm of the Lord God almighty 
will hold him up, and he ſhall be ſafe. 
While he lives thus out of himſelf, the ſenſe 
of indwelling {in will lead him to his true 
Neri, which is all in the fulneſs 
of the God-man. He will enjoy the more 
of this, the leſs he finds in himſelf. When 
he cannot draw comfort from any thing of 
his own, he will ſeek it more in God. 
When all the ſtreams are dried up, he will 
get nearer to the fountain-head, and live 
more upon mn. This is the portion of the 
Lord's people, and the inheritance of all 
his ſaints. And in this view indwelling ſin 
is made the means of promoting their 
Horintss. They fee their continua 
need of Chriſt. They can do nothing 
without him; but beheving their oneneſs 
with him, they deſire to improve it in ex- 
perience. Every mg they do keeps them 


fenlible of their fins and wants, and ſhews.. 


them the neceſſity of living by the faith of 
the Son of God. This is true humility. 
The more they are humbled, the more they 
receive out of the fulneſs of jeſus: for he 
giveth more ee more, 10 Produ C2 NCATEF 
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fellowſhip with him in his death, whereby 
{in will be more dead, and in his reſarresc- 
tion, whereby the foul will be more alive to 
God. So that the humbleſt - believer is the 
neareſt to God; and is the ſafeſt, happieſt, 
and holieſt of all the men upon carch: be- 
cauſe he has molt fellowſhip with God, He 
dwells in God, and God in him. Medi- 
tate, O my ſoul, upon this uſe of the crofs; 
Is fin in thee? Doſt thou feel it, and art 
thou fighting againſt it? And does not this 
humble thee? Art thou freely forgiven all 


treſpaſſes, indwelling fin among the reſt ? 


Doſt thou know that thou art a ſaved ſinner 
--a brand plucked out of hell? And does 
not this humble thee ? I fee reaſon enough 
to be humbled, but I feel pride in me luſt= 
ing againſt humility. O my precious je- 
fus, humble me under thy mighty hand. 
To. thee I look for all my ſalvation. Lord, 
fave me from pride. Thou haſt made me 
willing to be taught of thee to be meek and 
lowly, and I come to thee praying that the 
diſciple may be as his maſter. O let me 
drink deep into thy Spirit. In every day's 
warfare againſt my corruptions, enable me 
to renounce myſelf, that I may find thou 
art carrying both me and my croſs. Keep 
me humbled at thy feet, that thou mayeſt 
exalt me in due time. I pray to thee, my 
precious Saviour, for this grace, to mine 
eternal humbling, and to thine eternal ex- 
allation. In life and death, and for ever- 
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more, I hope to glory only in the Lord, and 
to triumph in the God of my ſalvation. 
Thus the believer learns to walk humbly 
under the 1award croſs. He is brought to 
truſt all in the Saviour's hand. Daily he 
diſcovers more of the ruins of the fall, 
which lead him to freſh diſcoveries of the 
perfect ſalvation in Jeſus. If he attend to 
what is paſling in his own breaſt, he finds his 
need of a Saviour every moment, and for 
every thing; by which means he grows in 
grace, and in the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt jeſus his Lord. He learns 
to put no confidence in the fleſh ; but to re- 
Joice only in his completeneſs in Jeſus, 
from whom all his comforts and vittories 
are received. Thus, while felf is laid low, 
the Saviour is exalted, and his perfect work 
is more depended on. The behever, by 
hope and love, obtains more delightful 
communion with his God. Indwelling fin 
is his croſs; but he bears it, looking unto 
Jeſus; from whom he receives ſtrength to 
go on, yea, to run the race ſet before him. 
By faith he fees in Jeſus the corruption of 
his nature condemned and dead in law: he 
beholds himlelf freed from this, as well as 
from his other ſins. Guilt is the moſt gall- 
ing part of this crofs ; but when guilt 1s thus 
removed from the oonfrionce, then the croſs 
grows light. When taken,up in faith, and 
carried in love to the almighty Saviour, then 
it does not ſtop the believer in his fellowſhip 
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with Jeſus, or in his happy walk with him. 
Glory be to thee, my Lord, of this I have 
ſome experience. Yes, precious Jeſus, I 
know the infinite value of that facrifice 
which put away ſin. I blefs thee for that 
offering which perfetts for ever. Intereſted 
in it, I would not diſtruſt my completeneſs 
in thee. Through thy holy nature I expect 
to be renewed after thy likeneſs. - The foun- 
tain for cleanſing from the filth of {in ſtands 
open; in it I daily waſh my ſpotted foul 
In thy divine righteouſneſs I fee the law 
and juſtice of the Father infinitely honoured 
by juſtifying me, and dealing with me as 
perfectly righteous. Complete in thee I 
am. In thy work finiſhed upon earth I am 
perfect, and am repreſented as ſuch by thee 
in heaven. I believe thou appeareſt there as 
my divine interceſſor, bearing my name 
upon thy ſhoulders and upon thy breaſt, 

with a glory beyond all the precious ſtones 
in the world. O my bleſſed Jeſus, increaſe 
this faith. Lead me from faith to faith, 
that, while J am travelling heavenwards, 
mine eye and my heart may be more ſimply 
fixed upon thee. Come thou glorifier of 
the Saviour, and diſcover to me more of 
the ſinfulneſs of fin, and of my need of his 
ſalvation. Holy Spirit, teach me, in the 

deepeſt ſenſe of indwelling fin, to truſt 
wholly to the offering of the body of ſeſus. 
O lead me to his croſs, there to ſee all my 
uns nailed, crucified with him, dead un his 
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death, buried in his grave; in this faith 
ſtrengthen me mightily to reſiſt and to con- 
quer my corruptions. Enable me to expe- 
rience the power of his croſs, that I may 


feel fin weakened in the love and in the prac- 
tice of it. 


Almighty Spirit, in my daily 
warfare I find no ſtrength leſs than thine can 
make me conqueror ; and therein thou haſt 
cauſed me to put my truſt, Awake, awake 
put on ſtrength, O arm of the Lord; aw ake 
as in the ancient days, in the generations of 


old. Art thou not it that cut the pride of 


nature to pieces, and wounded the old dra- 
gon? O my God, magnify thine arm in 
ſubduing every fin. Thou ſeeſt my naked 
heart, and its ſighings are not hid from thee. 
My corruptions are indeed my croſs ; and 
they would have been a fore burden, too 
heavy for me to bear, if the curſe had not 
been taken out of them. But ſtill, pardon- 
ed as they are, yet in this tabernacle I do 
groan, being burdened. I believe the day 
is coming when I fhall have perfect and eter- 
nal freedom fi om fin and ſorrow. The firſt 
fruits of this only make me long the more 
for the bleſſed harveſt. But J deſire to wait 


in hope, bearing my croſs, till thy will be 


done. O Lord, make me willing to reſiſt, 
give me power to overcome, indwelling an, 
till the day of redemption, and mortality be 
twallowed up of life. Hear me, my good 
God, and anſwer me, for thy name's ſake, 


to the glory of Father, Son, and Spirit, 
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the three in one Jehovah, to whom my heart 
now bows in worſhip, and my foul hopes 
ſoon to join the ſong of never-ceaſing praiſe, 


Amen, and Amen. 


CHAP. XI. 
The believer fights the good fight of faith, 


and goes Joes couguering and to conquer. 


HEN the believer has been dif- 

ciplined under the croſs, and has 
learned to bear it with patience, the Cap- 
tain of his ſalvation has other exerciſes for 
him. He has choſen him to be a ſoldier, 
and he intends to teach him to endure 
hardneſs. His life in Chriſt is one conti- 
nued battle, not only againſt fleſh and 
blood, but alſo © againſt principalities and 
powers of earth and hell: he cannot diſco- 
ver their ſtratagems, nor overcome their 
aſſaults, but by being ſtrong in the grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. His warfare 1s 
therefore to. be carried on entirely by faith. 
The principles before laid down muſt be 
brought into uſe. What the Spirit of God 
had diſcovered to him of his ſalvation in le- 
ſus is to be tried in every battle; and if it 
be maintained, 1t will be improved. If he 
hold faſt the ednfidencs of his faith, he will 
behave like a good ſoldier. If he always 
take up arms in abſolute dependance on the 
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divine General, to give him courage, tg 
order him how to attack his enemies, to be- 
Row ſtrength upon him daily to reſiſt them, 
then vittory will be certain, Yea, he will 
be invincible while he ſtands ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might. He 
will meditate upon the principles which he 
had been taught of God, and will find peace 
in his own conſcience, and joy in his heart, 
by bringing them into daily experience. 
His believing views of the warfare to which . 
he is called will be ſuch as thele--- 

I am, through ſovereign grace, called to 
fight under the banner of Jeſus---He has not 
left me to fight as uncertainly, but he has 
conquered all mine enemies for me, and he 
has undertaken to conquer them all in me. 
It is true, Iam weak; but my Redeemer is 
ſtrong; the Lord of hoſts is his name. He 
has ſaved me from my ſins, from the ſhame 
and pain of them, from the wicked one, 
and the wicked world, from the curſe of the 
law, and from the wrath of God. He has 
given me a divine righteouſneſs for my juſti- 
Hcation, and in it I am accepted before the 
throne: he has put it upon me for ornament 
and defence---it is a garment of {alvation--- 
which cannot be loſt upon earth, and which 
will thine with never-fading beauty i in hea- 
ven. The Father is perfectly reconciled, 
and loves me with a love that paſles Law 
ledge: I believe it. God is on my ſide: I 
need not fear what any enemy can do unto 
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me. He has taken me into his protection. 
By his alwiſe counſel I am guided; by his 
almighty arm- J am defended. My battles 
are the Lord's. Indeed mine enemies are 
many, and they are too cunning and too. 
mighty for me. But why do they now fight 
againſt me? Is it not becauſe God is my 
friend ? They hate me becauſe he loves 
me. While I lived in ſriendſhip with them, 
and was at war with God, they were always 
trying to make me happy: but ever ſince I 
fled to jeſus for refuge, and ſought re- 
demption in his blood, they have taken up 
arms againſt me; and they have raged more 
furiouſly ſince I was enabled to believe in 
him. But I have no reaſon to fear their op- 
pohtion. With them is an arm of fleſh, 

but with me is the Lord my God to help me, 
and to fight my battles. I may therefore 
go to my daily warfare in faith, regarding 
the commands, waiting for the fulkilling of 
the promiſes of my God, and relying upon 
the proviion which he bas made for my 
preſent and for mine eternal victory. 

Are thy meditations, O my ſoul, like 
theſe upon the Chriſtian warfare ? Examine 
thyſelf. If thou art at peace with God, thou 
muſt expect war. It is unavoidable. If it 
be in thy heart to pleaſe him who hath choſen 
thee to be a ſoldier, then all the powers of 
wickedneſs will be in arms. Night and day, 
with never-cealing rage, they will purſue 


thee. Deepaid plans will be formed, and 
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fierce aſſaults will be made againſt thy true 
happineſs. They will be attempting, ſo 
long as thou art in the world, by ſome cun- 
ning or force, to draw thee from thy God. 

Thy life, from henceforth, is to be one con- 
tinued battle. Thy vitory depends every 
moment upon holding faſt thy confidence in 
God: and therefore thou muſt bring the 
principles of the doctrine of Chriſt into ex- 
erciſe. Thou haſt ſeen how neceſſary they 
are for every ſtep of thy walk, and thou wilt 
find them equally neceſſary for every part of 
thy warfare. This is a leading truth: thine 
enemies are God's enemies. Once thou 
didſt join with them, and waſt on their fide 
fighting againſt God, but he has ſaved thee 
from the guilt of thy rebellion. In free love 


he choſe thee in his Son, and in ſovereign 


mercy gave him for thee. The Son rejoiced 
to do his Father's will for thy ſalvation : he 
did it in his life; he ſuffered it in his death. 
The ever glorious work is finiſhed ; and it 
is given thee on the behalf of Chriſt to be- 
heve. The Lord the Spirit has ſatisfied thy 
conſcience, and has comforted thy heart with 
the knowledge of this perfect ſalvation. The 
Father is thy father in Jeſus---thine by his 
own free giſt---thine by his own unchange- 
able purpole---and now thine by thy free 
choice. He has made thee willing in the day 
of his power to take him for thy God. He 
is perfectly reconciled unto thee in his Son: 


and ſhould not this perfectly reconcile. thee 
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to bim? His love to thee is wonderful in all 
its properties, in its riſe and origin, and in 


its free and full communication of every co- 
venant bleſſing. And does not the belief of 


this engage thy heart in love to God? Doſt 


thou not love him for his love to thee, and 
is it not thy daily prayer that thy love may 
abound yet more and more? Has not the 
ſenſe of this peace and love been improved 
in thy daily walk with him? Haſt thou not 
found the truth, and enjoyed the comfort of 
theſe graces in thine experience? O fear not 
then, ſince God is on thy ſide fear not, O 
my ſoul, to go to war with any enemy, who 
would rob thee of the peace of God in th 

conſcience, or of the love of God in th 

heart. This is the deſign of all thoſe who 
fight againſt thee. They want to ſhake thy 
confidence in God, and ſo to draw thee from 
him. They know they cannot ſucceed while 
thou ſtandeſt ſtrong in the Lord, truſting to 
his being thy reconciled God, and loving 
Father. O keep this truſt in him, as the 
apple of thine eye---bind it continually to 
thy heart in love---and fight for it as for thy 
precious life. Be aſſured no enemies can 
prevail againſt thee, un il they have Grft 


overcome thy faith: becauſe while thou 


makeſt God thy refuge and ftrength, his al- 
mighty arm will be thy defence. Be not 
afraid, ſays he, „ am with thee, and I 


will keep thee by my power, through faith, + 


unto ſalvation.” 
FA a 
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344 WALK OF rAlrx. 
In this warfare, it is the chief buſineſs of 


the believer to have reſpect to the orders 


given him. He is entirely to depend on the 
captain of his ſalvation. What has he ſaid, 
O my ſoul, to encourage thee to go to 
battle without fear? Mind his deſcription- 
it is THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH in which 
thou art engaged. By faith thou art to 
attack thy foes; by faith alone thou canſt 
conquer them ; and faith muſt have his 

Co MAN PDS, or elſe it can have no law- 
ful warrant to fight, and no juſt ground to 
expect victory. Indeed, if he had ſpoken 
nothing, there could have been no faith: 
for his word comes fhr{t---it is ſpoken---it is 


Heard---and then faith comes by hearing. 


Look well then to his word. Study' it care- 
fully. If thou obey it aright, thou art ab- 
ſolutely ſafe in the hotteſt battle; and thy 
victory is as certain as if the crown was al- 
ready upon thy head. Theſe are his ſtand- 
ing orders: „Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee ; be not afraid, for I am thy God: I 
will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, : 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteouſneſs. Behold, all they that 
were incenſed againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed 
and confounded; they ſhall be as nothing, 
and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall periſh. 
Thou ſhalt ſeek them, and ſhalt not find 
them, even them that contended with thee : 
they that war againſt thee ſhall be as nothing, 
and as a thing of nought: for the Lord thy 
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God will hold thy right hand, ſaying unto 


thee - fear not, I will help thee. Fear not, 
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael; 1 
will help thee, faith the Lord, and thy Re- 
deemer, the Holy One of IIrael. W 
theſe indeed the words of God? Does he 
eommand poor worms, weak and defence-. 
leſs, to go to war without fear? Does he 
encourage them to look up to his arm, pro- 
miſing to be on their ſide? Yes; the Lord 
of hoſts fights for them. All their enemies 
are his, and therefore they may ſafely. truſt, 
and not be afraid. O my ſoul, read care- 
fully, read again and again, mark and if 
wardly digeſt every word of this divine, 
command]; and in obedience to it expett his 
help. Face thine enemies, whoever they be, 
with holy boldneſs : for God is with thee. * 
He has undertaken to fight thy battles; 
Look at this ſcripture. Canſt thou medi- 
tate on it, and yet be afraid? Of Whom, * 
or of what? O vile unbeheving fear! 
Beg of God to ſave thee from it. Honour 
the Captain of thy ſalvation. Truſt him. 
Doubt not but thou art as ſafe, obeying his 
orders and expecting his help, as almighty 
power can make thee. Obſerve the cou- 
rage of one of thy fellow-ſoldiers. Obſerve 
his victory: „When 1 cry unto thee, then 
ſhall mine enemies be turned back: this 1 
know, for God is on my fide. In Got” 
will I praiſe his word; in the Lord will 1“ 
praiſe his word: in God have I put my 
22 
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truſt, 1 will not be afraid what man can do 
unto me.” The enemies of David came to 
ſwallow him up, but he encouraged himſelf 
in the Lord his God. He attended to his 
orders. He conſidered the word which was 
ſpoken to him. He depended upon it, and 
had reaſon to praiſe God for his faithfulneſs : 
for God fulfilled it unto RL There was 
in it a 

PROMISE, as well as a command---do 
this---and I will be with thee. The promiſe 
is always made good to them who keep the 
command in faith. The one is our divine 
warrant to fight, the other is our encourage- 
ment to fight in certain hopes of victory. 
Attend, O my foul, to the promiſe, and 
fear not the accompliſhment of it: „In 
righteouſneſs ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed ; thou 
ſhalt be far from oppreſſion, for thou ſhalt 
not fear, and from terror, for it ſhall not 
come near thee. Behold, they ſhall ſurely 
gather together, but not by me : whoſoever 
ſhall gather together againſt thee, ſhall fall 
for thy ſake. Behold, I have created the 
ſmith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and 
that. bringeth forth an inſtrument for his 
work, and I have created the waſter to de- 
ſtroy. No weapon that is formed againſt 
thee ſhall proſper, and every tongue. that 
ſhall riſe in judgment againſt thee thou ſhalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the ſer- 
vants of the Lord, and their righteouſneſs 1s 


of me, ſaith the Lord.” Thou art here 
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forewarned of thine enemies: they ſhall 
gather againſt thee. But the Lord is not 
with them. He is thy defender and mighty 
deliverer, and he will bring all oppoſition 
to nought for thy lake, However numerous 
their hoſts may be, yet they thall fall. 
Whatever weapons of war they may form, 
yet none of them ſhall proſper. This is the 
certain heritage of all behevers. Their 
righieouſneſs and their ſtrength is of me, 
ſaith the Lord---I will fight their battles, 
and I will never leave them nor forſake 
them : I will make them daily conquerors, 
and behold the days come, faith the Lord, 
that I will perform that good thing which I 
have promiſed them, I will make them more 
than conquerors. | 

Is this, O my ſou}, the infailible word of 
promiſe? Has the Lord of hoſts under- 
taken to ſtand by his people? Has he 
engaged to lead them out to war by his wil- 
dom, to defend them in battle by his 
power, and to give them eternal victory 
to the praiſe of his own grace? O what 
motives are theſe to ſtrengthen thy heart and 
thy hands. What halt thou reaſon to fear, 
ſince the almighty is on thy fide? The 
battle is his. If hoſts of enemies oppoſe, 
yet following his orders, and truſting to his 
ſtrength, thy vittory is infallibly ſure: for 
then thou wilt fight againſt them ſtrong In 
the Lord; and in the power of his might, 
and thou wilt be invincible | 
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1 IN THE WHOLE. ARMOUR or God. 
8 This armour is the proviſion which God has 
1 mage for the ſafety of his ſoldiers. He 
oy puts it on them, and he keeps it on them. 
1 It is a whole armour, a complete defence 
il ifrom. head to foot. In great mercy, their 
Ws God who provided it has revealed to them 
80 the uſe of every part. In the ſixth of the 
wo Ephbeſians, the apoſtle has deſcribed it at 
"0 large. He ſuppoſes them to be acquainted 
„ with the Chriſtian doctrines, and to have 
th \ walked in the comfort of them, and he calls 
5 upon them to bring them into practice in 
1-40 their daily , warfare : “It only remains, my 
330 | brethren,” ſays he, „that ye be ſtrong in 
1 the Lord, for no ſtrength leſs than his can 
1 keep Jou. and in the might of what he 
— 1 is able to do, by faith relying upon his 
1 promiſe, and truſting to his power putting 
pt on the whole armour of God,”---that, being 
— -rengthened mightily by the Spirit in the 
j: inner man, ye may be preſerved dependent 
. upon the Lord, and enabled to engage in 
i; In his ſtrength, and to conquer to his glory. 
i Unleſs, you thus rely upon his word and 
Wo. arm, you will not be able to ſtand againſt 
US |; he wiles. of the devil: for we wreſtle not 
1 only againſt fleſh and blood, but alſo 
| bl againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt 
5 I! the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 
We i. againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places: 
15 therefore take unto you the hole armour 
4 0 ef God, that ye * be enabled to wich- 
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ſtand, in the evil day, againſt the combined 
legions of earth and hell, and after ye have 
done all to ſtand conquerors in the field of 
battle, when your enemies are driven out 
of it. Stand, therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth---this 1 is the firſt grace 
in uſe | 

SAvinG KNOWLEDGE, Which the holy 
Spirit teaches. He guides believers into all 
truth neceſſary for their falvation. As the 
military girdle went round the loins, and 
bound all the armour together, ſo the 
knowledge of the trath, as it is in Jeſus, 
binds together all the graces. It is of the 
eſſence of every one of them---1t is light in 
the underſtanding to diſcover what they are, 
that they may be received into the heart in 
love, and that in obeying the truth, their in- 
fluence may operate upon the life and con- 
verſation. When a man is thus taught of 
God, then he ſees: his need of the breaſt- 
plate of righteouſaels, and he puts it on; 
namely che 

IM»UTED RIGHTEOUSNESS of the God- 


man. The breaſt-plate was armour for the 


vital parts---fo is the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
Ait is a perfe protection from every ſtroke 
of every enemy. He that wears it upon 
his heart, believing in the life and death of 


Immanuel, has armour proof againſt all 


weapons. If the ſtrength of his adverſaries 
could be collected into one arm, which was 
ta ſtrike one mighty blow, his breaſt plate 
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330 walk or FAITH. 


would ward it off. The armour of God 
could not be hurt. The ſoldier with it on 
cannot periſh, but ſhall have everlaſting 


M0 life. Therefore, covered with this invinci- 

_ - ble breaſt-plate, he may face the ſtouteſt 

10 ” Foes, and attack them without fear. He 

10 may march on undaunted, «© having his 
131 feet ſhod with the preparation of the golpel 

4M peace.“ 

FR 


Pzace wity Gor, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1s another grace of the Spirit, which 
- mightily ſtrengthens the inner man. Who- 
ever fees the truth of the goſpel, and be- 
heves it, will diſcover God to be at peace 
with him, perfettly reconciled to him in 
Jeſus, and who, out of his fatherly love, 
ill over-rule all things for his good. In 
the ſenſe of this he may go on with holy 
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boldneſs, as the ſoldier did with his greaves 

on. When his feet and legs were armed 

. wich them, he was not afraid of thorns or 

i briers, of rough roads or ſharp ſpikes. In 
W like manner, the peace which the goſpet- 
$45 brings, carries the Chriſtian ſoldier fearleſs 
100 through difficulties. He will march on con- 
1 quering, if he keep on his greaves. If he 
17H maintain peace with God through Jeſus 
Fi Chriſt, he will not be ſtopped by war, or 


trouble, or temptation. But he muſt re. 
member, that to every piece of armour 
faith is eſſentially neceflary---the girdle is 
good for nothing without the belief of the 
truth the breaſt-plate is no defence without 
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faith in the righteouſneſs of God onr Sa- 
viour---the greaves are no more than if the 
feet were covered with a bit of thin gauze, 
unleſs faith be mixed with the goſpel: 
« Therefore To ALL THESE take the ſhield 
of faith, wherewith we ſhalt be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wieked 


one.” What excellent things are Here 


Ipoken of 
FarTn, as a grace of the holy Spirit! 


When they uſed to fight with bows and ar- 


rows, the ſoldier could hold up his ſhield 
and keep himſelf ſafe: ſo the Chriftian fol- 
dier, if the -fiery darts of Satan fly thick 
about him, by faith will quench them all. 


| He has much combuſtible within him, and 
one ſpark would ſet him in a flame, if he 


had not his ſhield : but armed with it, and 
oppoſing it to the arrows of the wicked one, 
he may lift up his head with joy: „ For he 
has the helmet of falvation” upon it. The 
grace here meant 1s 

Hoes, and it is fitly compared to a hel- 
met, which was armour for the head, and a 


defence for all the ſenſes which are ſeated in 


the head. It is called the helmet of s.ar- 


VATION, becauſe it ALWAYS. SAVES. It 
never can be deſtroyed. None of the ſenſes 
of the ſpiritual man can periſh in this war- 


fare, and therefore it is a hope that maketh 


not aſhamed. Hope with its helmet on 


fears no blows. It can truly fay, F am 


commanded to be ſtrong and of good! 
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courage, not to pe afraid or diſmayed : for 
the Lord my God is with me, whitherſoever 
1 go.  Truſting to this command, hope is 
in wars and fightings full of glory and im- 
mortality. The Lord's orders to march 
forward are the ground of hope; and this 
ſupplies him with a weapon which none of 


his enemies can withſtand, even the {ſword 
oof the Spirit, „ which is the 

-: Worp or Gon.” The ſcripture is call- 
ed a {word---(an offenſive weapon---and it 1s 
the only one which a Chriſtian foldier has--- 
all the reſt being for his defence) becauſe it 
is mighty, through the Spirit working by it 
to cut off all oppoſers. Our Lord, in com- 
bat with the old ferpent, defeated bim with 
this ſword. And the noble army of his fol- 
lowers, now crowned in glory, overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word , their teſtimony---they held faſt pe 
confidence in the word, and with it,-as with 
a two-edged fword, they ſlew. the old dragon, 
and gained eternal victory over him. Fight 
againſt him, O my ſoul, with the ſame wea. 
pon. Keep the fword in thy hand. Thou 
wilt ſtand in need of it every moment 
againſt that ſubtle foe. The word is the 
means of overcoming the devil, and it is 
mighty, through God, when heard. and read 


in faith, and "inwardly digeſted by prayer. 


The beſt ſoldier in the Lord's army 1s beſt 
acquainted with the neceſſity of prayer : he 
not only believes what God ſays of his 
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armour, but he alſo depends upon him for 
the daily experience of it: and therefore 
when he has put his armour on, in the 
PRAYER! OF rAITEH, he calls upon the 
Captain of his falvation for orders, cous 
rage, ſtrength, victory, and every thing 
needful : + Praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance.“ O m 
God, teach me thus to pray. I would de- 
pend on thee, and expreſs my dependence 
without ceaſing: for I am ſenſible that 
without thee I can do nothing. Although 
thou haſt choſen me to be a ſoldier, yet I 
have neither counſel nor ſtrength tor war. 


My fooliſh heart loves eaſe : it would have 


the crown, but it would be excuſed ſtriving 
lawfully for it. I find nothing in myſelF 


that diipoſes me to- endure the hardſhip off 


the Chriſtiam warfare. My whole truſt, 
therefore, is in thee, Jeſus,, my Lord and- 
my God. Thou hait called me tothe bat- 
tle, chou muſt fit me for it, keep me in it, 


and make me conqueror. All is of thee..; 


The whole armour of God, which TL have: 
received, the ſaving knowledge, the righte-- 
ouſneſs and the peace, that precious faith. 


and glorious hope, that ſure word, wherein» 


thou haſt cauſed me to put my truſt---theſe 
are the gifts of thy grace, and: on thee, my 


Jeſus, I entirely depend for the right uſe of; 


them. Thou. mu{t ſtill cover: my head ini 
the day of battle. Mine eyes are lifted up» 
26. 
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ta thee, my hopes centre in thee, from whom 
alone. cometh all my ſalvation. O Lord of 
hoſts, keep me in this. fimple dependence 
upon thy word and arm, that I may exer- 


* eiſe thy graces in fighting thy battles; and 


if thou art pleaſed io give me daily victory, 
I may be willing to return thee all thy 
glory. O faithful promiſe-keeping God, 

ſtand by me, and enable me to hold out, till 
I fimſh my courſe with joy, and my war- 
fare being ended, I may bleſs thee for ever- 
more for that peace which paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. O grant me this for thy 
mercies' ſake. Amen. 

If this be thy dependence, if thou art 
ſtanding in the Lord's ſtrength, and truſting 
entirely to his armour, then conſider, O my 
foul, thy ſafety in every battle. If thou go to 
war, calling upon thy God to be with thee 
and to give thee victory, then victory is cer- 
tain. Thou canſt not be conquered, if 
thou fight in faith, relying upon the orders 
of thy General, expecting his promiſed help, 
and waiting for it in prayer, truſting to the 
armour which he has put upon thee. Is this 
then thy defence? Doſt thou pray always 
begin the good fight---carry it on---and 
end it with the prayer of faith? Bleſſed be 
his holy name, ſince this is, in ſome mea- 
ſure, thy caſe, go on in his ſtrength, and fear 
not to fight his battles, who hath choſen 
thee to be a foldier. Be of good courage, 


and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy heart, The more 
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bold thou art in thy faith, the ſtronger ſhalt 
thou be in thy warfare : for whatever thow 
haſt courage to do at his command, thou 
ſhalt perform in his ſtrength. And why 
ſhould a doubt ariſe ? Haſt thou forgotten 


that the great deciſive battle has been fought . 


and won? Immanuel ſtood up the great 
champion for his people. 'The almighty 
warrior entered the liſts with their enemies, 
and he conquered all their hoſts. He tri- 
umphed over Satan and the world, over fin 
and death; and he led captivity captive, 
Remember, he calls upon thee to ſhare in 
his victory, by faith to partake with him of 
the ſpoils, and to keep the vanquiſhed ene- 
mies daily under thy feet. He has made 
them his footſtool, and he will make them 
thine. This is thy warfare. And what 
haſt thou to fear in it? What hurt can a 
dead man do thee? If he has a gun 
charged in his hand he cannot fire it. He is 
not able to ſtir a finger. No more able is 
any adverſary to deſtroy thee. Whulſt thou 
art truſting to the complete victory of Jeſus, 
thou wilt daily ſhare with him in it. And 
the more {imple thy truſt is in him, the 
greater conqueſt will he give thee, becauſe 
he will then receive from thee greater glory. 
How ſhould this conſideration inſpire thee 
with courage---it is for his glory that thou 
thouldeſt conquer. Thy God commands 
thee to fight on his fide, promiſes to aſſiſt 
thee, has provided invincible armour, and 
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has, in his own perſon, engaged and de- 
feated every enemy againſt whom thou art 
to fight; and therefore he requires thee, in 
obedience to his orders, depending upon 
his promiſes and armour, to bring him 
glory by conquering in his ſtrength, O my 
ſoul, haſt thou not a zeal to promote the 
honour of thy Saviour? Is not his fame 
and renown very near thy heart? Doſt 
thow not think it a privilege to be any ways 
inſtrumental in exalting his great name? 
Yes, Lord, thou haſt made me willing to. 
glorify thee. Thou art my lawful king, 
and I deſire to honour thee by following 
thine orders, fighting thy battles, and rety- 


ing entirely upon thy promiſes. I would 
not queſtion. thy -faithfulneſs to them, nor- 
fear any enemy againſt whom thou haſt com- 
manded me to fight. I would not donbt of 
thy ſtrength to carry me through the battle, 
or to give me the promiſed victory. In this: 
faith I conduct my warfare, and I would 
have all my ſucceſs to bring freſh glory to- 
thee. I know that the courage which I have 
in the field of battle is not from, nature, but 


from grace. It ariſes from the belief that I 
am armed with the whole armour of God, and: 
that the enemies againſt whom I fight, are his 
as well-as-mine---his---whom he conquered 


for me- and is now. Conquering in me---and. 
all to his own praiſe. From hence, Lord, 
ariſes my ſure and certain hope of victory. 


1 ground it on thy word. I fight in laich. 


5 
of | 
. 
* 
a* 
* 


I truſt to thy complete victory, and now am 


ſharing in it. My daily victories are only 


the fruit and effect of thine. O my als 
mighty Jeſus, give me grace to aſcribe all 


the glory to thee. It is thy due. Make me 


willing to give it thee for the victories ob- 
tained for me, and in me. O keep me by 
thine almighty power, through faith, till I 
have fought the good fight, and won the 
prize. Grant me this, bleſſed king of ſaints, 
to thine eternal honour and glory. Amen. 
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The believer marches on; fighting the good 


fight of faith, and daily gains vittory 


over the world.. 


HE world ſignifies the viſible frame of 


nature; not the earth only, but alſo 
the preſent conſtitution of the univerſe, of 
animate and inanimate beings :. all which 
were created good at firſt, but, through the 
in of man, and the juſt ſentence of God, 
are now ſubjett to vanity: 


The world has become a great enemy to- 


fallen man: becaule it is always preſenting 
ſomething tochis ſenſes which is a temptation 
to ſin. It keep him from God by its flatte- 
ries, promiſing to make him happy in its en- 
joyments. It ſets them before him. He 
looks and loves, He gives his heart, a 
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willing ſacrifice to the world, and ſuffers 
himſelf to be entirely influenced by its hopes 
and fears. 

While man was innocent, every object 
raiſed in him ſome ſpiritual idea, and there- 
by led him to contemplate and adore the 
great Creator in his works; but upon the 
fall he loft this uſe of natural objects; they 
did not, as they ſtruck upon his ſenſes, ex- 
cite correſpondent ideas in the mind; be- 


cCauſe the man was alienated from the life of 


God, through the ignorance that was in 
him. His underſtanding was in darkneſs; 
he could not ſee the things of the Spirit of 
God ; neither could he know them, for want 
of ſpiritual diſcernment. Being thus de- 
prived of the image and likeneſs of God in 
knowledge, having no will but the will of 
the fleſh, and his heart being at enmity with 
God, he ſinks into communion with the 
creature. His very mind is carnal. His 
affections are earthly. His purſuits are 
after temporal things. His enjoyments are 


in the delights of fenſe. In this ſtate he 


lives a mere animal life, without God, in 
the world. 


Indeed he has within him an immortal 


fou], but it is apoſtate. It is fallen from 
God, and has no more communion with 
him by nature, than the devil has. The law 
has condemned it to death---the ſoul that ſin- 
neth it ſhall die---and it is already ſpiritually 


dead to God, being as incapable of 
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quickening itſelf as a dead corpſe is. There- 
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fore it cannot attain of itſelf any true know- 
ledge of God, or have any real fellowſhip 
with the things of God. While fallen man 
is in this ſtate, his earthly and ſenſual appe- 
tites take, the lead; and all the light in his 
mind, and the defires of his heart, onl 
diſpole him to ſeek for their preſent t 
cation. Outward objects offer themſelves 
to him; they make an impreſſion upon his 
ſenſes, and ſometimes act upon them very 
forcibly, ſoliciting and enticing to the en- 
joyment of ſome fancied good; and ſo 
long as he continues an unregenerate man, 
cheſe temptations prevail, and keep him 
from God. He does not ſee God in out- 
ward objects. He does not love God for 
them. He does not enjoy them to the 
glory of God. God is not in all his 
thoughts. 
Man has been called a Wiebe He 
is ſo wonderfully made, that the whole crea- 
tion comes under the obſervation of ſome of 
his ſenſes. His eye, by means of light, can 
diſcover the form and ſurface of all objects. 
The ear takes in all ſounds. The nole per- 
ceives all vapours and ſmells. The palate 
taſtes all forts of fluids. All forts of ſo- 
lids come under the ſenſe of feeling, which 
is in every part of the body, for the benefit 
and preſervation of the whole. Thus every 
object in the univerſe is fitted to att upon 


{ome of the ſenſes, and was intended by the 
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1 360 walk OF FAITH. 
ji Creator to excite ſome ſpiritual idea. But 
5 this uſe was loſt by the fall. The impreſſion 
1 made by outward objects does not raiſe up 
"TM the mind to God, and excite adoration and 
1 | praiſe; but kinda the heart from him, and 
wes affords a continual temptation to hve to the 
11 i world, and to the things of it. Whatever 
1 is preſented to the eye, to the ear, &c. can 
1 ſtir up and bring forth evil. And actually 
| FE does, according to the ſcripture: for * the 
31H whole world”---as fallen from God“ lieth 
Wh in wickednels,” and is at enmity with him; 
11 and therefore believers are commanded: 
1 % Love ye not the world, neither the things 
„ that are in the world; if any man love the 


i] world, the love of the Father is not in him : 
for all that is in the world, the luſt of the 
| fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride 
LIE ol life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
a world.” Mind, ALL that is in the world is 
the means of feeding ſome luſt : for which 
reaſon the apoſtle calls it “ this preſent evil 
world“ evil becauſe of fin, and becauſe of 
its temptations to keep the heart in love 
with it, and to ſhut out the love of the 
Father. 
How awfully ſolemn are theſe ſcriptaves 1 
What ſtrict examination, O my foul, ſhould. 
they put thee upon! Search and try thyſelf 
hy them, and fee whether thou art ſaved 
from the love of the world. It is a bleſſed 
part of redemption, and it is one of the 
brighteſt jewels in the Redeemer's crown. 
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„ —ůͥÑ! / B at ß 4 


. 


” 


. 3, E ASE - 
ek * a . 

1 8 I 
5 * 
23 at 1 

x k 4 | Ip 14 
. 

L g * 2 4 4 
rw ig 4 4 
I = a! * * * 

W 1 . 4 

- IH, "0 V1 

ny” 1 * 1 


WALK er TAITH, 361 


. How infinitely glorious is this charatter : 


eſus Chriſt gave himſelf for our fins, that 


be might deliver us from this preſent evil 


world.“ This deliverance is worthy of God. 
We had ſinned by loving this preſent evil 
world, and he came to fave us from our 
ins. It ruled over our hearts and lives, 
and kept us under its tyranny, and he came 


to deliver us from the love and from the 


power of it. Thrice happy are they for 
whom he thus gave himſelf. O my foul, 
read and ſtudy the everlaſting honours. of 


this great victory, and ſee whether thou art 


indeed a partaker of them? fehovah was 
made fleſh, for his people, and, as their di- 
vine ſurety, came to conquer their enemies, 
the world among the reſt, He was in their 
nature, to enter into open war with it, and. 


to overcome every temptation by which it 


had drawn Adam or any of his deſcendants. 


from God. Thus he was to conquer the 


world for them; and then by his Spirit he 
was to conquer it in them. He began the 
battle with his firſt breath, and every mo- 
ment of his life he was Wü The 
world has its ſnares for every age and ſtate, 
but he fell into none of them. His hands 
were clean; his heart was pure; he never 
lifted up his ſoul to vanity; he was in his in- 


wiſdom and ſtature. When he was twelve years. 
old he was wiſer than his teachers; for he ſat 


in the midſt of the doctors, both bearing 
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them and aſking them queſtions : and all that 
heard him were aſtoniſhed at his underſtand- 
ing and anſwers. His delight was in the law of 
the Lord, and in this law did he meditate 
day and night---He faw things as they are 
there deſcribed in their true nature. The 
world could not impoſe upon him. He 
lived above its offers of good. And he 
feared not the worſt of its threatened evils. 
When he began his miaiſtry he fought a 
pitched battle, and became an eternal 
conqueror ; the prince of this world was 
permitted to try. every object by which 
the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, 
or the pride of life had ſeduced mankind. 
They were preſented to Chriſt in their richeſt 
dreſs. The beauty, the pleaſure, the ho- 
nour, and riches of the world were ſet be- 
fore him in all their glory. But they made 
no impreſſion. They did not darken his 
underſtanding, nor influence his heart, nor 
provoke any ſenſual appetite. He rejected 
every pleaſing offer; he withſtood every 
flattering allurement. Thus he conquered 
the world ; but not for himfelf, His vie- 
tory over all his temptations was for his 
people. He accounted their enemies his. 
He fought their battles. He conquered, as 
a king for his ſubjetts. And he gives them 
to ſnare with him in his triumph, when they 
believe in him; for thus he encourages 
them : '4+ Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 
ou, that in me ye might have peace, in the 


world ye ſhall have tribulation ; but be of 


* 
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good courage, I Havs OVERCOME THE 
worLD.” The world is your enemy. It 
had you in bondage, and you could not 
free yourſelves ; therefore I came in your 


nature, God manifeſt in the fleſh, to con- 


quer it for you; and I have obtained a per- 
fe& conqueſt. When I have proclaimed it 
to your coaſciences, and pardoned your 
idolatrous attachment to the world---when 
Id me ye have found peace, yet ſtill the 
world will be your enemy. Becauſe I have 
choſen you out of it, therefore it will hate 
you, My peace will occaſion and increaſe 
your tribulation in it. But fear not. Re- 


member it is a vanquiſhed foe. Attack it in 


my ſtrength, as partakers of my victory. 
Fight againſt it, and treat it as under my 
feet and made my footſtool. Whenever it 
tempts you, depend abſolutely upon my 
conqueſt, and you will find my grace al- 
mighty, to crucify the world to you, and 
you to it. 

How animating are theſe words! with 
what courage ſhould they inſpire the 
Chriſtian ſoldier! Although the world be 
his enemy, yet it cannot conquer him, and 
rob him of his crown. The main battle has 
been fought, the victory is gained, and the 
conqueror 1s already crowned in the name 
and perſon of all the redeemed. - By. faith 
he gives them their ſhare in his victory, as 


it is written : + Whatſoever is born of God, 


overcometh the world; and this is the 
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victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” Every perſon who is born again by 
the Spirit has a new nature, ſpiritual and 
heavenly, and has new ſenſes to exerciſe 
about ſpiritual things. His renewed facul- 


ties were formed for heavenly things, as his 


bodily ſenſes are for material. By faith he 
ſees a better world than this, and ſurveys its 
beauties and glones. He has ears to hear 
the-joyful: ſound of goſpel grace, and to 
receive it. When that name, which is dear 
and precious above every name, is preach- 
ed, it is to bim as ointment poured forth: 
the ſweet- ſmelling ſavour refreſhes his heart, 
and 'exhilarates his ſpirits. Then he taſtes 
that the Lord is gracious---foretaſtes his 
heavenly love, and as truly lays hold of and 
enjoys its ſpiritual bleſſings as he ever did 
of any thing material. He is created anew - 
in Chriſt Jeſus, not only that he may know 
theſe things, but may alſo partake of them 


Has truly now by faith as he ever will by 


ſenſe; and the more he knows and the 
more he partakes of them, the more will he 
be delivered from this preſent evil world: 
& For this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.” By faith we ſee 
the victory. of Chriſt, and reſt upon it, and 
the more ' ſafely we put our truſt and confi- 
dence in it, the more fellowſhip we ſhall 
have. with him in its fruits---more wiſdom to 
ſee the vanity of the world as he ſaw it 
more grace to deliver us from the love of it 
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and more ſtrength to ſubdus its tempta- 
tions. Theſe are ſome of the happy effects 
of his conqueſts, which he left us to enjoy 
here, as pledges of our being one day what 
he now is. He is more than conqueror, ſo 
ſhall we be, through him that loveth us. As 
our faith inctreaſes, we ſhall ſhare more with © 
him, and triumph more over the ſmiles and” 
the frowns of the world. FF T 
Since this is the only way to conquer the 
world, art thou, O my ſoul, conquering it 
in this way, and haſt thou faith in the vic- 
tory of Jeſus? Doſt thou depend on him E 
for the pardon of thy former love of the 
world, and for the crucifying the love of it 


in thy. heart? Art thou relying upon his vic- wy 
torious grace to make thee a daily conqueror 92 5 
over all its temptations? Examine thy war- = 
fare, and ſee'whether it be carried on accord- "= 


ing to the ſcripture rule, and with the pro- 
miſed ſucceſs? Look at ſome of the Lord's 
champions. Survey the triumphs of Moſes, 
and remember the Lord's hand is not ſhort- 
ened BY FTAITH Moſes, when he was 
came to years, refuſed to be called the fon 
of Pharaoh's daughter; chooſing rather to 
{ſuffer affliction with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the ' pleaſures. of ' fin for a ſeaſon, 
eſteeming the ' reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches. than the treaſures of Egypt: for he 
had reſpect unto the recompence of the re- 
ward. How great was this faith! How 
glorious its victories! It was a divine grace, 


. 
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and exerciſed by a divine operation---mighty 
through God. By it Moſes ſaw the reality 
of heavenly things; by it he taſted their 
ſweetneſs, enjoyed their bleſſedneſs, and 
had a hope full of glory and immortality, 
The world made him its higheſt offers, but 
he rejected them. His eye was kept ſingle, 


His heart chaſte towards his God. The 


honour of Pharaoh's alliance he deſpiſed. He 
preferred affliction with the people of God 
to the pleaſures of fin, He embraced re- 

roach, when it came on him for following 
Chriſt, and he eſteemed it beyond all the 
treaſures of Egypt. He ſaw the vanity and 
emptineſs of earthly enjoyments, and he 
trampled upon them, having reſpett unto the 
recompence of the reward. Thus he was 
crucified to the world. What an exalted 
character! There is no ſuch hero in the 


records of prophane hiſtory, but, thank God, 


there are great numbers in ſacred, who fol- 
lowed the ſteps of his faith. Every ſoldier 
of Chrift Jeſus 1s called to war againſt the 
world, and every good ſoldier is a daily 
conqueror. The world is always preſent, 
and has its temptations ready to ſtop him, 
but h= meets them ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might, truſting to the whole 
armour of God, Then victory is certain. 
And in order that the Lord may have all the 
glory, he will keep him nent and praying 
in this manner: 


This world is 1 my portion. My haps 
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pineſs does not conſiſt in loving and enjoying 
the things of it. It is an evil world-— It lieth 
in wickedneſs- Satan has his ſeat and throne 
in it---and it is condemned to fire. Thank 
God, mine eyes are open to ſee a hetter 
wala than this, and I am travelling to it.--- 
I believe it was the purpoſe and will of the 
eternal Three to chooſe me to be an heir of 
the world to come. Glory be to the Father 
for his free choice, and for all the bleſſings 
of his love. Glory be to the co-equal Son, 
for his complete and everlaſtingly perfect 
ſalvation. Glory be to the eternal Spirit, 
to whom I am indebted for what I believe of 
the Son's ſalvation, and for what I have ex- 
perienced of the Father's love. On thees 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, I place my. de- 
pendence for carrying on the work. which 
thou haſt begun. I would be guided by thy 
counſel every ſtep of my walk, and ſtrength- 
ened by thee for every part of my warfare. 
Keep me in the right way, and make me con- 
queror over all the enemies who would ſtop 
me in it, or turn me out of it; eſpecially 
deliver me rom this preſent e vil world. 
While I am going through it to a better, 
preſerve my heart: from the love of it. O 
my God, give me a ſtranger's temper, and a 
pilgrim's frame. Let me live e as a ſajourner 
here below, that the good things I meet with 
on my Journey may not tempt me to make 
this my reſt, and the evil things I meet with 
may not lead me to fret and murmur, as if 
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God was not my Father, and his heaven my 
home. O thou divine teacher, ſhew me 
daily the glory of my Saviour's victory over 
the world, that I may ſhare with him in it; 

and enable me to go forth conquering and 
to conquer, in his ſtrength and to his praiſe. 
Help me to look upon the. world, and 
to treat it as he did, that, feeling the 
emptineſs of its offered happineſs, I may 
with a fingle heart cleave to my Father in 
Jeſus, and may be ſav ed from the ſpirit of 
the world. Keep me waiting for my ap- 
pointed time, fitting quite looſe and free to 
the things about me---And let heavenly and 
eternal things be always preſent to my 
faith, in their reality and bleſſedneſs, that I 
may grow more ahve to them, and more 
dead to every thing elſe. Preſerve my 
heart, O my gracious God; that I may be 
ümple with thee when I am in my worldly 
buſineſs. * Enable me to caſt all my cares 


and burdens on thee, believing thou careſt 


for me. O daily crucify the world to me, 
and me to it, that when its offers ſtand in 
competition with thy love, I may have 
grace to rejett. them. In this holy war 
carry me on glorifying him who hath called 
me to be a ſoldier. Grant me this for 
Jeſus' fake. Amen and Amen. 


WALK or FAITW. 369 
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The believer marches on, reſiſting and over- 


coming the wales and the aſſaults of the 
temprer. 


ATAN is a continual adverſary. He 
rebelled againſt the ſovereign will of the 
Moſt High in heaven, and was caſt out. 


As ſoon as man was formed, he began to 
"tempt. him to rebel againſt God, and he 


ſucceeded. Ever r the r EN was 


made of the divine purpoſe to redeem ſinners 


he has ſet himſelf up againſt it, and with 
impotent rage oppoſed. it. He is always. 


trying to hinder ſinners from coming to the 
Saviour? and when they are come to bim, 


to hinder them from living by faith upon his 


fulnels. On the ſide of Satan are princi. 
elite and powers, combined armies and 


united legions.ol-apoſtate ſpirits---formidable 
to. man 73 their number---more ſo for: their 
ſubtlety and cunning---they have ſtratagems 
end wiles, depths of {kill to dereive--an 
which they are, fo ſucceſsful th at they, have 

deceived the whole world. Their courage is. 
deſperate. Fhey fear nothing : for they 
were mad enough to take up arms againſt 
the Almighty, No wonder. then. that they 
ſhould be unwearied in their attacks againſt 
man. They are always upon the watch» 
ready, as one temptation fails, to. preſent, an- 
other, Their ſtrength is very great---they are 
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called principalities and powers---rulers and 


© * 
„ ˙ „ D 
— "4 4 * 4 ä ö wk 
TY, 
4 


princes---yea, the god of this world, becauſe 
they work as they pleaſe in the children of 


diſobedience, whom they keep lo faſt bound 


in the chains of ſin, that no human arm can 
break them aſunder. And it is the only joy 
they know -the joy of hell to rivet the 


chains of ſin upon thole poor captives, 
till they bind them in everlaſting chains of 


darkneſs. 

Theſe, O my ſoul, are thine enemies. 
They had drawn thee into their rebellion, 
and they are {till trying to draw thee into 
their torments. They have free acceſs to 
thy fallen nature. They know how to make 
ule of the objects in the world to work upon 
thy "ſenſes, and to ſtir up evil,thoughts. 
They have fiery darts always at hand to 
throw 'at thy faith, and reſt not night and 


day in attacking thy peace and happineſs in 


efus. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 


is within me bleſs his holy name, for under- 
taking to ſave thee from thoſe enemies.” 


The love of the Father gave his Son to be 


the woman's ſeed Jehovah incarnate---for 


his people. In their nature he was to bruiſe 


the head of the ſerpent : his cunning, his 


poiſon, and all his power to hurt, lie in his 


head : when this 1s bruiſed, he is defeated. 


The battle to be fought was foretold, and 


"the viftory to be won was promiſed to 
Adam; and by faith in it, he and all the 


redeemed in the Old Teſtament conquered 
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atan. In the fulnefs of time God was 
manifeſt in the fleſh: he came to deſtroy 
the works of the devil. Sin is his great 


work ; by it he drew man from God, and 


by it he keeps man from God. Immanuel 
began the deſtruttion of the works of the 


devil by taking human nature, His man- 


hood was perfectly holy it had not, it 


could not have, any lin: becauſe God was 


in Chriſt. There was every thing in his 
holy life which the Jaw could require. He 
obeyed all its precepts with uninterrupted 
conformity, and being co-equal and co-eter- 
nal with the. Father, his obedience was 


therefore divine, ablolutely complete, and 


infinitely ſufficient to juſtify for ever. He 
was tempted indeed, but he overcame every 
temptation. He defeated Satan in all his 
attempts, inſomuch that when he was enter- 
ing upon the laſt ſcene of his life, he could 
declare: „The prince of this world com- 


eth, AND HATH NOTHING IN ME.” He 


did come, and the great pitched battle was 


fought which was to decide for ever, whe- 


ther the feed of the woman or the ſer- 
pent ſhould be crowned conqueror? The 
battle began in the garden of Gethſemane, 
and was finiſhed upon mount Calvary. 
Every ftratagem of infernal policy was then 
tried; every aſſault of deviliſh malice was 
exerted againſt the Captain of our ſalvation: 
but he conquered them all, as it was fore- 


told: Thou ſhalt tread upon the lion and 


all 
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adder ; the young lion and the dragon fhait 
thou trample under thy feet,” He: trod 
upon the ſerpent's head, and cruſhed it; 
but, at the fame time, the ſerpent bit his 
heel. The heel is his loweſt part---his body 
— this fell in the conflict; but he completed 
his victory by the loſs of his life.“ The 
apoſtle ſpeaks of the croſs upon which he 
bled and died, as the great ſcene of this en- 


i gagement, od on which he vanquiſhed and 


triumphed for ever over the powers of hell 
---having {poiled principalities and powers, 
and taken away all their armour wherein 
they truſted; he made a fhow of them, 
openly triumphing over them upon the 
croſs, leading them as you would captives 


in chains; rebels ſtill, but unable to rob the 


Lord Chriſt of the glory of any part of kis 
conqueſt, Thus through death he con- 
quered death, and him that had the power 
of death, that | is the devil. O bleſſed and 
almighty In eternal thanks are due to 
thee for this moſt glorious victory. Satan, 
is now a vanquithed-foe. He is under thy 
feet, thou high exalted head of the redeem- 


ed. Thou haſt for them, and in their ſtead, 


overcome all his. wiles and aflaults. He 
may tempt, but he cannot conquer- them. 
He has no right to atcule them---thou haſt. 
made an end of ſin. He has no power io 
torment them--«thou haft brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. He cannot pluck 
them aut of tby hands---they are dear to 
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thee, and kept as the apple of thine eye: 

Glory be to thee, thou wilt ſoon bring them 

| out of the reach of his temptations, and. 
bs 6 thou wilt be to them an eternal and infinitely 
| perfect Saviour. | 

| In this faith, O my ſoul, thou art called 
upon to take up arms againſt the old ſer- 
pent. Thou art to hight againſt him under 
the banner of ]zsus---a name terrible to the 
devil and his angels. Truſting to the vic- 
tory of Jelus for thee, and to the ſtrength 
of Jeſus working in thee, thou art daily to 
bring him honour and renown. How ſafe, 
how blefled is ſuch a warfare! Thou haſt 
the wiſdom of thy God and Saviour to diſ- 
cover to thee the wiles of Satan. Truſt to 
it, O my foul. Leave thyſelf ſimply to his 
direction; and although Satan be ſubtle and 
cunning---although he has depths of policy, 
and plans out of number, yet thou ſhalt not 
be ignorant of his devices. Thy all-know- 
ing Saviour will detect his plots, and turn 
the counſel of chat Ahithophel into folly. 
And if he attack thee as a roaring hon, yet, 
fear him not. Thy Redeemer is ftronga 
He has bruiſed the ſerpent's head; reſiſt him 
in faith, and thou ſhalt bruiſe it alſo. Lean 
on the arm of thy Jeſus; depend on his 
promiſed ſtrength ; follow his orders, and 
thou ſhalt tread Satan under thy feet 
daily. . 1 
But, above all, remember that thou _ = 
canſt only conquer him by faith---by faith 3 
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in the victory of Jeſus, built upon thy faith 


in the word of Jeſus ; for thus the ſcripture 
teſtifies of the conquerors now round the 
throne, “ that they overcame the devil b 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of 
their teltimony.” They overcame him by 
depending upon the atoning blood, and by 
truſting to what the word ſays of its all- ſuffi- 
ciency to ſave; and they found by expe- 
rience the promiſed victory. To the fame 
effect the apoſtle Peter ſtirs up believers to 
a ſobriety in the uſe of all creature-comforts, 
and to a contimial watchfulneſs againſt their 
enemies, in order that they might daily con- 
quer: „Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your 
adverſary, the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour: whom reſiſt sTEDFAST IN THE 
FAITH.” This brings victory. The be- 
liever reſiſts the devil, and ſtands againſt 
him ſtedfaſtly in the power of Chriſt. "This 
power is almighty, and therefore faith rely- 
ing upon it infallibly ſecures victory. The 
devil may throw his fiery darts thick and 
faſt, but the ſhield of faith is proof againſt 
them. It is able, through God, to quench 
them; ſo that the fire of temptation ſhall 
not inflame the foul. How precious are 
theſe ſcriptures! How encouraging to the 
Chriſtian ſoldier! They promiſe him every 
thing needful for the battle and for vidtory. 


Why then ſhouldſt thou doubt, O my ſoul, 


of ihe promiſed bleſlings? Take courage. 
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his orders, he will encourage thy heart, and 
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Fight under the banner of Jeſus. 


375 
| Keep 
cloſe to his colours. Follow ſtritily his 
order: and he wilt keep Satan under thy 


feet to- -day, and thou ſhalt: be more than | 


conqueror over him for ever. 

Conlſidering thy war with Satan in this 
light, what is there in it, O my ſoul, to ſtop 
thee in thy way to heaven? Thou art 
called upon to fight againſt him, but then it 
is in the Lord's ſtrength, and as a partaker 
of his conquelt. He made all thine enemies 
his. He fought thy-battles. His triumph 
1s thine. 
victory before every battle. Thou doſt not 
fight to gain the pardon of thy fins, or to 
make thyſelf righteous; but to oppoſe 
thine adverſary, who» would draw thee into 
ſin, and, if he could, would rob thee of 
thy righteouſnefs. 
Chriſt loves thee. But his hatred 1s in vain. 
Thy Saviour has conquered him for thee, 


and by. faith will conquer him in thee : for 


thou art kept by his almighty power. 
Truſting to this, go forth ſtrong in the 
Lord. While thou art living in commu- 
nion with bim, thy warfare w if be fuccefſ- 
If thou attend to his word, and follow 


ſtrengthen thy hand with ſuch promiſes as 
theſe---- | 

I have choſen thee to be a ſoldier, and 1 
ſend thee out to fight againſt all the enemies 
of thy peace, But thou doſt not go to this 


= 


Thou mayeſt therefore ſing of 


He hates thee, becaule - 


376 WALK OF-FAITH, 
warfare at thine own charges, nor carry it 
on doubtful of victory. I have provided 
every thing needful for maintaining the bat- 
tle, and for bringing thee off conqueror. 
Thou ſhalt find much profit in this holy 
war. It will be the means of keeping up 
conſtant fellowihip with me. Thou ſhalt 
fee thy need of coming to me for courage, 
for orders, for ſtrength; and by faith thou 
wilt receive ſenſible experience of my be- 
ing preſent with thee, and on thy ſide. Only 
truſt me, and thou ſhalt find me faithful to 
my promiſe of help and victory. Go forth 
then to thy daily warfare, and boldly face 
Satan, Fear him not in the leaſt: for that 
would betray a doubt of my having him 
under my feet, or of my putting him under 
thine. Give not place to him; no, not for 
a moment: but reſiſt him. and continue to 
reſiſt him, ſtedfaſt in faith and prayer--- 
truſting to my promiſe, and depending on 
mine arm. Be fober, be vigilant. Thus 
oppole the devil, and thou wilt certainly 
conquer him. And having conquered, 
fight on. In the fight look to me for vic- 
tory, having obtained it, expect a Freſh 
battle, and took {tilt to me for victory: and 
thus go on conquering and to conquer. 
Thy crown is in my 21 18 As fure as I 
have it on my head, © ſhall be on chine. 
Thou ſhalt ſoon lit cy n with me on my 
throne; a crowned conqueror for evermore. 
Glory be to thee, my precious Jetus, for 
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theſe faithful promiſes, in which” thou baſt 
cauſed me to put my truſt; And now, 
Lord, let the thing that thou haſt ſpoken 
concerning thy ſervant be eſtabhſhed, and 
do as thou halt ſaid. Thou haſt put it into my 
heart to deſire to be a good foldier, and to 
fight thy battles againſt all the enemies of 
thy crown and dignity. O thou glorious 
Captain of my ſaly ation, arm me for my 
daily warfare with Satan. He is too cun- 
ning for me; O my God, teach me his de- 
vices. He is too mighty for me, but the 
feed of the woman hath bruiſed his head; 


yes, almighty Jeſus, thou haſt deſtroy ed the 
devil and his works. I believe in thy vio- 


tory. O let me partake of its fruits, and 
daily bring thee honour and renown by my 
victories. Make me ſtrong in the grace that 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, that I may not fear Sa- 
tan: ſend me out againſt him, armed with 
thine invincible armour. Strengthen me, 
O my God, that 1 faint not through the 
length or ſharpneſs of the battle; but enable 


me to pertevere, till thou diſcharge me from 


the war. Thus, in a conſtant dependence up- 
on thee, would I fight the good fight of faith, 
keeping up communion with-thee in every 
battle, and growing more acquainted with 
my wants, "and more thankful' for every 


apply. O my loving Jefus, increaſe my 


fellow (hip with thee. 1 deſire to war a good 


wariare, and every thing needful for it is 


from thee, From thy fulneſs I expect it; 
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and when I receive it, I would uſe it to thy 


glory. Hear, Lord, and anſwer me, for thy 
mercies' fake. Amen and Amen. 


CHAP. - XIV. 


The believer, kept by the power of God, per- 
 feveres in his holy walk and victorious 
warfare. 


FTER the believer has made a great 
progreſs in his walk, and has been 
very ſuccefsful in his We yet he is not 
out of the reach of any temptation. He is, 
ſtill liable to be ſtopped in the way of duty. 
His enemies may cheat him by ſome ſtrata- 
gem, or gain ſome advantage over him by 
open force. While he 1s attending to theſe 
things, as they come before him in 1 his daily 
experience, a thought will often ariſe : 

I am afraid my profeſſion will at laſt come 
to nothing, and 1 ſhall be a caſt-away. I 
feel ſo much corruption working in my 
duties, and my heart is ſo ready. to revolt 
and to turn from the Lord in every battle, 
that, I cannot help being uncaſy about my 
final ſtate. How can I? it is not in me to 
bold out and perſevere againſt fo much op- 
politon from within and without? What 
hgnifies my reſolution to walk forward, or 
to fight for an uncertain crown? 1 think 1 
gain no ground, Mine own carnal will 
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plagues me, and I love eaſe and quiet as 
much as ever. My corruptions ſeem as 
many, and mine enemies as ſtrong, as they 
were. One day, I fear, I ſhall periſh by 
their hands. My heart faints at the thought. 
My courage fails me. O wretched man 
that I am ! where, to whom ſhall I look for 
ſtrength to enable me to hold out unto the 
end? 

No believer is abſolutely free from ſuch 
an attack; and there · are ſeaſons very fa- 
vourable to it. If his mind be in heavineſs 
through maniſold temptations, and by rea- 
ſoning legally upon them; if he be under 
the hidings of the Lord's countenance, or in 
a time of deſertion; if he be fallen into any 
great ſin, perhaps his old beſetting fin ; if 
the guilt of it be upon his conſcience, and 
the indignation of God be heavy upon him: 
then ſuch thoughts find eaſy admittance; and 
if they be in: lulge d, they greatly diſtreſs the 
behever : for they directly aſſault his faith, 
and ſtrike at the very being of his hope. 
As theſe graces are weakened, he moves 
ſlowly; and if unbelief prevail, there is a 
ſtop put to his progreſs in the heavenly 
road. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifrael, who 


has made ample proviſion for victory over 
this temptation. The principles before in- 


ſiſted on are now to be brought into practice. 


Here is a freſh occahon to try their power 
and influence, and to make it appel chat in 


380 WALR or FAITH, 
theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances the Father has 
given his children good ground to rely upon 
his unchangeable love. He has revealed to 
them the immutability of his counſel and of 
his oath, that when they have fled to ſe fus 
for refuge, they may comfort their hearts 
and ſay---I have been afraid of. falling 
away, but it is without reaſon : for I have 
ſtill immutable things to truſt in---although 
to my ſenſe and feeling every thing feems 
to make agamſt me, yet God has promiſed 
not to leave me nor forſake me. O that I 
may honour his promife, and without 
doubting relying upon his faithful arm to 
make it good 

Conſider then, O my ſoul, the principles 
of the doctrine of Chriſt. Review them 
carefully. Thou ſeeſt what influence they 
have upon every ſtep of thy walk, and how 
mighty they are, through God, to carry thee 
through all thy difficulties. O fludy then 
the perfect freeneſs and the abſolute ſuffici- 
ency of the ſalvation of Jeſus. Read and 
mark the bonds and ſecurities which a fanh- 
ful God has given thee to truſt in, and not 
to be afraid. The time to honour them 
moſt is to believe them, when thou haſt the 
leaſt ſenſible evidence: for that is the 
ſtrongeſt faith. If thou canſt believe upon 
his bare ward. and it is a very good warrant, 
thy feet ſhall fand firm upon the rock, and 
thy goings hal be well ordered : and that 
thou mayeſt believe this in the hardeſt trials, 
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God informs thee that thy continuance in 
grace does not depend on thyſelf. «+ Thou 
{tandeſt by faith:“ and faith ſhould direct 
thee to what God has undertaken and has 
promiſed to do for thee. He would have 
thee to place the confidence of thy heart 
upon his tried word, which is a never-failing 
foundation, and if thou waſt to build all thy 
hopes of perſevering upon it, it would quiet 
thy fears and comfort thy heart. Thou 
wouldſt then ſee that God has not left thee 

to thyſelf to ſtand or fall, but has engaged 
never to leave thee nor forlake thee.” He 
has declared he will not turn away from 
thee to do thee good, and he will put his 


fear into thy heart, and thou ſhalt not turn 


away from him. View thy caſe in this com- 
fortable light, and while thou art conſidering 
the ſafety of thy perſevering, as revealed in 
ſeripture for the ground of thy faith, may 


every promiſe lead thee to trult more in 


God, and to truſt leſs to thyſelf, and then 


the 88 which was laid for thee will be 


broken, and thou wilt be delivered. 

But take heed of carrying thine opinions 
to {cripture, and of forcing it to ſpeak for 
them. Beware of that common miſtake ; 
and beware of human ſyſtems. Pay no re- 


gard to men or names. Simply attend to 


the promiſes of God concerning thy per- 


ſevering. Thy preſent trial has convinced 


thee that thou canſt not depend on thy own 


faithfulneſs : this therefore is the time to 
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learn practically the faithfulneſs of God, 
and to improve thy faith in it from ſuch 
ſcripture arguments as theſe: 

Firſt, the nature of the divine covenant, 
which 1s not only the unchangeable will of 
the eternal Three, but is alſo their agree- 
ment, confirmed by oath, concerning the 
heirs of promiſe. | 

The Father loved them as his children, 
freely, with an everlaſting love: he choſe 
them and gave them to his Son: he engaged 
to keep them by his power through faith 
unto ſalvation. 

The Son accepted them, and wrote all 
their names in his book (not one of them 
therefore can be loſt); he undertook to be 
made man, and to live and die for them ; to 
riſe from the dead, to aſcend, and to inter- 
cede for them; and he ſitteth as king me- 
diator upon the throne, till every one of them 
be brought to glory. 

The holy Spirit covenanted to carry into 
execution the purpoſes of the Father's love, 
and to apply the bleſſings of the Son's ſalva- 
tion. He undertook to quicken the heirs 
of pronuic, to call them effectually, to 
guide, to ſtrengthen, to ſanctify, and to 
comfort them; yea, he is not to leave them, 
till che number of the elect be perfetted. 
Therefore HE ABID ES WITH THEM FOR 
EVER. 

In this covenant the eternal Three have 
undertaken for every heir of promile---to do 
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333 
all for him, and all in him---for the means, 


and for the end---{o that not one of them 


can periſh : for faithfulneſs to the covenant 
is one of the higheſt honours of the God- 
head: % I am Jehovah your Alehim which 
KEEPETH Covenant, I will EVER BE MIN D- 


FUL of my covenant--My covenant WILL ” 


1 NOT BREAK, nor alter the thing that 
has gone out of my mouth.” What ſtrong 
conſolation is there in theſe words! Study 
them, O my ſoul, that by them thy faith 
may be eſtabliſhed, and they ay do thee 
good, like a medicine. 

Thou art afraid of falling away; but the 
bleſſed Trinity have undertaken to hold 
thee up, and their covenant engagements 
are to be the ground of thy beheving that 
they will fulfil what they have promiſed. 
Obſerve and adore- the goodneſs of God: 


ſee, how he meets thy doubts, and anſwers. 


thine objections An oath for confirma- 
tion is among men an end of all ſtrife : 
wherein God, willing 
ſhew to the heirs of promiſe the immutabr- 
lity of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath: 

that by two immütibie things, in which it 
was impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for 
refuge” to Jeſus. Thy faith ſhould run pa- 

rallel with this promiſe, and ſhould ſafely 
truſt as far as it warrants thee : now it gives 
thee ſufficient reaſon. to conclude, that thy 
ſtate before God is immutable, and that he 


more .abandantly to 
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384 WALK OF FAITH. 
has determined thou ſhalt not fall away and 
pertſh : for obſerve, _ 

Secondly, his deſign in the covenant. 
He knew thy frame, thine infirmities, and 
thy temptations, and therefore he provided 
the covenant, and promiſed the bleſſings of 
it upon oath, for thy ſake---to end aL ftrife 
in thy conſcience---and to give thee ſtrong 
conſolation: . This was his mind and will.” 
He reyealed it for thee, to ſettle thy heart in 
believing, and to adminiſter to thee great 
comfort. Wetgh attentively cach of theſe 
particulars, and then fay, what more could 
have been done to ſatisfy thee of thine 
immutable perſevering ? 

But thou thinkeſt, „Such trials as thine 

are uncommon, and perhaps not provided 
for in the covenant, and therefore it can be 
no diſparagement to the divine faithfulneſs 
i thou ſhouldſt fall away.” How can this 
be, fince the everlaſting covenant is on DER- 
ED. IN ALL ,THENGS, and on the part of 
God is abſolutely sv xt---nothing that con- 
cerns thee is left out of 1t---not a ſingle hair 
of thy head---thy trials are all appointed and 
ordered, and the end alſo which they are to 
anſwer, 

Perhaps, from the clear evidence of the 
divine record, thou art convinced of the co- 
venant of God to ſave the heirs of promiſe, 
and of his engaging to keep them that they 
ſhall never periſh; but thou art afraid thou art 
not in the covenant, nor an heir of promiſe. 
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From whence ariſe thy fears? From ſcrip- 
ture? No; all ſcripture is on thy fide.--- 
Haſt thou not fled, as a poor ſinner to Jeſus 
for refuge? Haſt thou not acknowledged his 
divine nature, and his all-ſufficient wool? 
And though thou art now tempted to doubt, 
et ſome faith is ſtill fighting againſt un- 
belief? Theſe are covenant bleſſings. O 
look up then to Jeſus---why not Tay Jeſus 2. 
But however look to him keep looking on 
---and he will give thee reaſon to be aſhamed 
of thy doubts and fears. 

But the Lord hides himſelf from me, and 
therefore I fear I am not in his favour. 
This objection is anſwered in the charter 
of grace: I WiLL NOT TURN AWAY FROM 
DOING THEE GOOD. He has hidden his 
face, and thou art troubled: this trouble 1s 
for good. It ſhould put thee upon enquir- 
ing into the reaſon for God's hiding himſelf. 
It ſhould humble thee, and ſhould exereiſe 
thy faith upon ſuch a feripture as this: „For 


the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, 


and ſmote him; I hid me, and was wroth, 
and he went on frowardly in the way of his 


heart: I have ſeen his ways and will heaF 


him; IL will lead him alſo, and will reſtore 


comforts to him and to his mourners.“ 


Although he hid himſelf, yet he had love to- 


his people : although he ſmote them, yet it 


was with a fatherly correction. But 


Thou feareſt God not only hides his face, 


but has allo quite forſaken thec : he may, as, 
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to thy ſenſe and feeling, but not as to his 
own purpoſe, which changeth not. Hear 
how he ſpeaks to thee, and filences thy 
doubts : . For a ſmall moment have I for- 
ſaken thee, but with great mercies will I 
gather thee : in a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlaſtin 
kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, faith the 
Lord thy Redeemer.” How gracious is thy 
God! What infinite mercy is it, that he 
ſhould give thee ſuch promiles, ſo ſuited to 
the trials of thy faith, to preſerve thee under 
them, and to bring thee out of them! Read 
carefully, over and over again, thele pro- 
miſes; and may every reading of them diſ- 
perſe the cloud of unbelief, until thy ſoul 
be enlivened with the light of the Lord's 
loving countenance. 

But perhaps thou art in a worſe caſe, as 
to thine own apprehenſion : Thou thinkeſt, 
«God is incenſed againſt me, and juſtiy.— 
he has caſt me off, and I can expect no more 
favour at his hand: once, indeed, I thought 
he loved me, but I have fallen into 2 great 
ſin— an old beſetting ſin my conſcience ac- 
cuſes me of committing it againſt light and 
conviction— it is a foul black ſpot, ſuch as 
is not to be found upon the children of 
God.“ 

Thou art fallen: and wilt thou lie there, and 
not be raiſed up again? Thou art under guilt: 
and wilt thou nurſe it, and add fin to fin? Ag- 
gravate the ſinfulneſs of thy fall as much as thou 
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wilt, yet thou canſt not be truly humbled 
for it, but by returning to God, and by truſt- 
ing in the plenteous redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Then thy heart will be ſoſt- 
ened and melted into love, for grace will 
have its due honour; and thou wilt ſee what 
the ſcripture ſays of thy caſe, in its divine 
truth and majeſty. - Thou wilt feel thyſelf 
exactly what the word of God ſays of thee--- 
a fallen ſinful creature: in thee (that is, in 
thy fleſh) dwelleth no good thing; ſo that 
there is not any fin but thou art capable of 
falling into it, through the ſtrength of 
temptation. So long as thou art in the body, 
the fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the 
ſpirit againſt the fleſh: in this conflict thou 
mayeſt fall, but the covenant ſecures: thee 
from periſhing. Abraham, the father of the 


faithful, fell---the friend of God fell into the 


ſame fin again and again. Moſes fell: fo 
did David. Peter, forewarned, fell : fo did 
all the apoſtles. Yet they were behevers, 


and they recovered themſelves out of the 


ſnare of the devil. For whatever ſin thou art 
fallen into may be pardoned, as their's was. 
The blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from 
all fin :” there is in it an infinite virtue to 
waſh away every ſpot and ſtain ; it is a pub- 
lic fountain; it ſtands open for daily uſe, 
that believers may waſh and be clean; it is 
always, at every given moment, effectual; 

it CLEANSETH, in the preſent tenſe, now--- 
to-day, while it is called to-day : for there 1s 


5 
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nothing new to be ſuffered on the part of 
Chriſt, in order to take away ſin. He put 
it away by the ſacrifice of himſelf: the 
Father accepted it, and thus proclaims the 
free forgiveneſs of all the treſpatſes for which 
the atonement was made: „I will be merci- 
ful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins. 
and their iniquities will I remember no 
more.” Why doſt thou rejett the comfort 
of this promiſe ? It is ſuited to thy preſent 
diſtreſs, and is the remedy for it. Thou 
art fallen into unrighteouſneſs : God ſays, I 
will be merciful to it. Thou art fallen into 
Fins and iniquities: he ſays, I will remem- 
ber them no more. Thou mayeft remember 
thy fall, but let it be in order to riſe from it 
by faith. It ſhould teach thee thy need of 
the blood of the Lamb. It ſhould bring 
thee to ſprinkle it afreſh upon thy conſcience, 
and to hve ſafe and happy under the pro- 
tection of it. Thus apply it to thy fall, and 
thou wilt repent aright; thou wilt be trul 
humbled and made more watchful. Thou 
wilt live more by faith in thy covenant God, 
wilt glorify more the infinitely perfect ſalva- 
tion of Jeſus, and wilt be more dependent 
upon the grace and keeping of the eternal 
Spirit. 

Conſider then, O my ſoul, che rich, 
abounding, ſuperabounding grace of thy 
God, in making ſuch a proviſion for raiſing 
thee up when fallen into ſin. He intended 
the promiſes in the covenant fhould be the 
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means of thy recovery, as they give thee 
good ground ſtill to truſt in a covenant God, 
and in his immutable counſel and oath. O 
lie not then in guilt: reſt not in unbelief: 
give not place to the devil. The Lord has 
put words into thy mouth, may he help thee, 
in the faith of thy heart, to take them up 


and ſay, 4+ Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 


enemy: when I fall, I ſhall ariſe; when I 
fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light 
unto me. - I will bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, 
until he plead my caufe, and execute judg- 
ment for me; he will bring me forth to the 
light, and I ſhall behold his righteouſneſs.” 
If the Lord open to thee the rich treaſu 
of grace in this ſcripture, and enable thee to 
depend on the ample ſecurity here given for 
railing thee from thy fall, then confider, in 
the | 
Third place, the expreſs promiſes made 
in the covenant, that the behever ſhall not 
periſh, but ſhall have everlaſting life. 
Thefe promiſes are not conditional, made 
to the bchever upon certain terms, as if 
upon doing his part God would do his alſo: 
for he does not ſtand by his own will, or 
ftrength, or faithfulneſs; he does not hold 
out to the end by his own diligence and 
watchfulneſs in means, or receive the crown 
of glory as the merited reward of any works 
of righteouſneſs done by him: the promiſes 
are all of free grace, not dependent on man's 
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will, but on God's; not yea and nay, but of 
abſolutely certain fulfilment. They were all 
made in the covenant to Chriſt the head, and 
are already made good to Chriſt, as the head, 

for the uſe of his members For ALI. the 
the promiſes of God are in him yea, and in 
him Amen.“ He was given for the covenant 
of his people, and as ſuch, he undertook to 
do all their works for <a and in them, and 
therefore all the promiſed. bleflings of the 
covenant are laid up in his fulneſs 4 in him 
they are yea”---and laid up, as the head has 
the fulneſs of the ſenſes for the uſe of his 
members in him they are Amen.” He 
communicates the promiſed bleſſings freely, 
not conditionally ; by believing, and not for 
working: „ Therefore,” ſays the apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, “ it is of 
faith, that it might be by grace, to the end 
the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed.” 

In this ſovereign manner and ſtyle runs the 

covenant, and every promiſe in it: I wilL 

BE THEIR Cop, of mine own mere motion 

and grace, and according to the good plea- 

ſure of mine own will---axD THEY SHALL 

BE MY PEOPLE---MY will ſhall make them 
willing in the day of my power: for I will 

work in them both to will and to do: yea, 1 
will be a Father unto them, and 7% ey hall be 

my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord al- 

mighty. The word FATHER relates to his 

children, and expreſſes the unchangeable 

love of his heart towards them : it is a dear 
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covenant name, and denotes the inſeparable 
connettion between bim and his children: 
whenever they hear it, it ſhould always ex- 
cite in them an idea of his everlaſting 
affection. He loves his family as a Father, 
and loves every one of them with the ſame 
almighty love. He cannot change. He 
cannot ceaſe to be a Father, and they can- 
not ceaſe to be his children. His name is a 
ſecurity to them, that they cannot periſh: 
for if one of them could, they all might. 
And then his covenant purpoſe to brin 

many ſons unto glory would be defeated--- 
his relation to them as a Father would be 
broken---he wouid be a Father without chil- 
dren---he would deny them the promiſed 
bleflings---he would forget to be gracious to 
them---his will concerning them would 
change, or would be over-ruled by ſome 
oppoſite will---and his great plan in the co- 
venant would come to nothing. But theſe 
things cannot poſſibly be. He 1s the Father 
of his children, and he has engaged, b 

promiſe and oath, to love, to bleſs, and to 
keep them for ever. Out of perfect love 
he gave them to his Son, who undertook 


to be their Saviour: he came and was 


made man, Jehovah incarnate, to live and 
die for them. He was fo delighted with 
them (for he has all their names written in 
his book) and with the work, that he was 
liraitened till it was accompliſhed. _Bleff- 
ings on him for ever! it is finiſhed, The 
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royal Saviour 1s upon the throne, almighty 
to ſave his dear redeemed. He would loſe 
his name, which is above every name; the 
honours of his ſalvation would fade away 
upon his head, and the glories of his offices 
would come to nothing, if one, whom Jefus 
lived and died to ſave, ſhould periſh. but it 
is not pofible. Whom he loves, he loves 
unto the end. I give unto them,” ſays he, 
5 eternal life; and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
hand.” They are his ſeed---and it was co- 
venanted that he ſhould fee his feed. They 
are the travail of his {oul---and he ſhall ſee 
of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied. How can he be ſatisfied, if any 
one of them ſhould be loſt? He prayed : 
& Holy Father, keep, through thine own 
name, thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that 
they may be one, as we are one.” And the 
Father always heard him. He prayed that 
they might be with him where he is, to fee 


his glory: and the holy Spirit covenanted. 


to bring them to it--he undertook, as his 
name, Spirit, imports, to breathe liſe into 
them, to call, to convert them, to keep 
them, and to give them every thing needful 
for their | ſpiritual life. How can they fail 
of coming to glory, being thus kept for it 
by the power of God? The holy Spirit 


would loſe his name, Spirit, or breath of 


life, and his office, which is to abide with, 
and to dwell for ever in, the elect people of 
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God, if any one of them ſhould die from 
God, and periſh. Thus there is full ſecu- 


rity given by the names and offices of the 
Trinity, chat believers ſhall be kept from 


falling away. The Father cannot be wich- 


out bis children. The glory of Jeſus 
would fade away, if one of his redeemed 
was plucked out of his hand. The divine 
honours of the Spirit of life would be 
eclipſed, if he was to forſake his charge, 
and ſuffer any of the redeemed to fall into 
hell. But theſe things cannot be. The will 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit, is the ſame 
concerning the ſalvation of the cleft, which 
is as ſecure as covenant bonds and oaths 
can make it. 

Art thou then, 0 my Fouk eſtabliſhed in 
this great truth?. Doſt thou yield to the 
power of the evidence which the bleſſed 
Trinity have vouchſafed to give thee ? Me: 
ditate carefully upon it for the growth of 
thy faith. Search the ſcriptures, and obſerve 
how clearly God declares his fixed purpoſe 
to keep his people, and to hold them up 
unto the end. The great preacher of the 
voſpel in the Old Teſtament church, fpeaks 


chus of the unchangeable will of a covenant 


God: „ The mountains ſhall depart, and 
the hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall 
not depart from thee, neither ſhall the cove- 


nant of my peaee be removed, ſaith the 
Lord that hach mercy on thee.” A great 


preacher in the New Teſtament church has 
8 2 
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confirmed the ſame precious truth. He is 
treating of the golden chain of falvation, and 
ſhewing how inſeparable every link of it is, 
and in this profpett he triumphs : „ Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of. God's 
elect? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he 
that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 
ea, rather that is riſen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 
interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt ? © Shall tribulation, 
or diſtreſs, pr perſecution, or famine, or 
nakedneſs, or ſword? Nay, in all, theſe 
things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loveth us.” By the mouth of 
theſe two infallible witneſſes the truth is 
eſtabliſhed---they depoſe that the covenant 
is immutable, and that nothing can ſeparate 
believers from the love wherewith God loves 
them in his Son. O moſt comfortable doc- 
trine! How encouraging is it in any 
undertaking to ſet about it with certain hope 
of ſucceſs. How animating in our Chriſtian 
walk, how reviving in the dark and difficult 
path of it, to have God's promiſe that he 
will keep us, and bring us to a happy end! 
How pleaſing is it to go on by faith in our 
warfare, caſting all-our care upon him who 
careth for us! Ho delightful is it to truſt 
his promiſe, and daily to find it made good: 
& Ve are kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto eternal ſalvation.” Here, O my 


ſoul, thou art to ſcek for ſtrong confolation 
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amidſt che trials and difficulties of thy walk. 
Thou art afraid of falling--God has en- 
gaged to hold thee up. Thou haſt been 
tempted to think thou ſhouldſt fall quite 
away, and come to nothing---but God fays, 
thou art »RESERVED in Chriſt Jeſus--- His 
covenant and oath are made to confirm the 
faith of thy perſevering. Thou ſtandeſt by 
faith, and thy faith ſhould lead thee to reſt 
ſafely on what God ſays about thy ſtanding; 
and for thy faith itſelf, its continuing, its 
increaſing, thou haſt his infallible faithful- 


neſs to depend upon, Thou art weak 


but he keeps thee by his power. Thine 
enemies are {trong---but none of them ſhall 
pluck thee out of his hand. Thou art will- 
ing to join them, and to depart from the 
living God---but he has promiſed to put his 
fear into thy heart, and thou ſhalt not de- 
part from him. He meets with thy doubts, 
and anſwers all thine objections in a word 
For he hath ſaid, I wiLL NEVER LEAVE 
THET, NOR FORSAKE THEE. 

Be of good courage then, O my foi at, 
and go forward, ftrong m the Lord, and in 
the power of his might, and he will bring 
thee ſafe to the end of thy journey. He 
has promiſed it. Put thyſelf into his hands, 
and give him the glory of keeping thee. 
He will hold up thy goings in his paths, that 
thy footſteps flip not. The Lord ſhall pre- 
ferve thee from all evil, The Lord ſhalt 
preſerve thy going out and thy coming in, 
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from this time forth, and even for ever- 
more. How then canft thou miſcarry, ſafe 
under his guidance and keeping? Commit 
thy ways unto the Lord. Do it imply. 
Look up by faith to his promiſe, and then 


lean on his arm. Thus going on thou 


mayeſt rejoice at every ſtep in the Lord thy 
God. He has left thee a ſweet hymn upon 
the ſubject, with which the weary: travellers 
to, Sion have often refrethed their ſpirits. 
Take it up, and ſing it after them. Study 


it. Mix faith with it: and with perfett re- 


liance on what God, who cannot lie, has 
promiſed in it to do for thee, ſing and make 
melody with it in thy heart unto the Lord 

„ In that day ling ye unto her, A vine- 
yard: of red wine: I the Lord do keep it: 
I wilt water it every moment: leſt any hurt 
it, I will keep it night and day: fury is not 
in me: who would ſet the briers and thorns 
againſt me in battle? I would go through 
them, I would burn them together. Or 
will he take hold of my ſtrength, that he 
may make peace with me, then he ſhall make 


peace with me. He ſhall cauſe them that 


come of Jacob to take root: Tfrael ſhalt 
bloſſom and bud, and fhall fill the face of 
the world with fruit.“ 

O my good God and faithful keeper, I 
do believe theſe precious promiſes; help 
mine unbehef. Forgive my diſtruſting thy 
faithfulneſs, and enable me ſtedfaſtly to rely 
upon it for the future. What return can it 
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make unto thee for grafting me into the true 
vine? O Lord, this love ſurpaſſeth know- 
ledge, I was fit for nothing but the fire, 
ae thou haſt brought me into the vineyard 
of red wine, and haſt enabled me to truſt in 
that blood of the Lamb which cheereth God 
and man. On chis my foul lives, and is 


refreſhed : and being through grace in him, 


and living upon him, I blels che, holy Fa- 
ther, for thy faithful promiſe to keep me 
unto the end. I am {till an eaſy prey to all 
thoſe who ſeek the hurt of my; foul; but 
thou haſt given me thy word, that leſt any 
hurt me, thou wilt keep me night and day. 
I confeſs, gracious God, that I have dif- 
honoured thee by doubting of thy love, and 
by queſtioning 1ts unchangeableneſs, but 
now I believe that fury is not in thee to any 
one branch in the true vine. There is love, 
and nothing but love in all thy dealings 
with Chriſt, and with his. Forgive my 
guilty fears and kuſpicions of thy forſaking 
me, arvling from my weakneſs, and from 
the ſtrength of mine enemies: I now fee that 
thou canſt as eaſily conſume them as fire 
can briers and thorns. - Lord, increaſe my 
faith in thy promiſed ſtrength, that I may 


lay hold of it for peace, and may keep falt 


hold of it for maintaining peace with: thee: 


always and by all means. O grant me this, 
my good God, that my fatth may work more 
hy love. Let me take deeper root in [elus, 

and grow up more into him, blaſſoming 
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and budding and flouriſhing in his vineyard. 
I depend upon thee to keep me a- branch 
in him, and to make me a fruntul branch, 
bringing forth plentifully the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs, which are by Chriſt Jeſus to the 
glory and pratie of God. I beheve the 
work is thine---thou haſt begun it---and thou 
wilt carry it on until the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. „Thou art faithful to thy word and 
work. In dependence upon thy ſaithfulneſs 
J hope to perſevere. Let it be done unto 
me according to thy promiſes, wherein thou 
haſt cauſed me to put my truſt. Hear, 
Lord, and anſwer, for thy mercies' ſake in 
Jeſus, to whom with thee and the eternal 
Spirit, three perſons in one Godhead, be 
equal glory and praiſe, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


CHAP... XV. 
The «ghee feniſhes his courſe, and enters 


into reſt. 


HE believer 1s now happily arrived at 

the verge of life. Goodneſs and 
mercy have followed him all his days, and 
will not loſe their glory by forſaking him at 
the cloſe of them. It is appointed unto all 
men once to die, and his fixed time is at 
hand. The body is returning to duſt, and 
the ſpirit muſt appear before the throne of 
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God. In this trying hour he truſts to the 
principles which had carried him through 
life, and he finds them a perfect preſervative 
from the fear and from the power of death. 
The ſame faith in a reconciled God and 
loving Father keeps peace in his conſcience, 
and love in his heart. He depends upon 
the atonement of Immanuel, and 1s ſaſe: 
he wraps himſelf up in the robe of Imma- 
nuel's righteouſneſs, and is happy. He 
knows he ſhall be ſound in Jeſus, when he 
{ſtands before God; and therefore he looks. 
upon death as his friekd; and meets it with a 
hope full of glory and immortality. 

This is the privilege of beltevers in Jeſus. 
They die in peace. Their principles are 
mighty, through» God, to ſupport and com- 
fort them in the hour of death. Reader, are: 
theſe principles thine ? Examine carefully. 


Come to a point in: this matter: for it is of 


infinite and eternal moment. What is th 

ſtate? Art thou prepared to die? Per- 
haps thou art openly prophane. And what 
wilt thou do upon thy death-bed, when the 
divine law accules thee, juſtice condemns 
thee, and the terrors of hell take hold of 
thee d The ftings of guilt, at ſuch a time, 
will be worſe in the conſcience than all the 
tortures that thy ſick body can poſhbly feel. 
But if thy conſcience be afleep---O' what a 
dreadful death + if thou go out of the-world! 
with thine eyes ſhut, and open them not 1 


thou find the flames. of hell about thce! 
8 8. 
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Perhaps thou art not afraid, becauſe thon 
-haſt a decent outſide: O take care of truſt- 
ing in thyſelf, teſt thou ſhouldſt have thy 
portion with the openly prophane. If thou 
make what thou art, or haſt, any ground of 
thy hope before God; if thou depend on 
thy duties, or righteouſneſs, or join them 
with the work of Chriſt, and meet death in 
this confidence; how dreadful will be thy 
miſtake! how inevitable thy ruin! Such 
falſe hopes are thus deſcribed: « Behold, 

all ye that kindle a fire, and compaſs your. 
ſelves about with ſparks, walk in the light of 
your fire, and in the ſparks that ye "have 
kindled”---but mind the end---thus faith the 
Eord: + This ſhall ye have of mine hand, 

ye fhall he down in forrow.” And together 
with them will the open enemy of God and 
his Chriſt lie doun. A denier of revela- 
tion is brought to the bed of languiſhing. 
a flow lingering diſtemper is carrying him 
off the phyſician has given him over---his 
diſeaſe is mortal, and he is convinced of it. 
But, alas! he has no preparation for death 
and judgment. He has ſome Chriſtian friends, 
and they talk freely: to- him about his eter- 
nal ſtate, but he will hear nothing of his 
guilt, or of his want of a Saviour. They 
get a miniſter of Chriſt to viſit him, and he 
ſpeaks to him of ſin, which is the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the holy law, and of the juſtice of 
God, which is engaged to give tranlgreſſors 
their due, and of the Wb of his 
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finding mercy at the judgment-ſeat, until 
every demand be ſatisfied, which law and. 
juſtice have upon him: he tries to perſuade 
the dying man of the Godhead of Jeſus, 
and of the divine work of Jeſus :. but in 
vain, He lets at nought the minilter's ad- 
vice, and with a hardened and impenitent 
heart rephes---Be_ it as it will with me in 
dernity, I have nothing to do with your 

Chriſt. Sohedied. Weneednotfollowhimto 
the judgment ſeat, to know what became of 
his foul. The infalkble record has declared 
what will be the portion of the unbelieving. 
Their miſery 1 is as. certain as the truth of 
God. O reader, examine thyfelf: for he 
that believeth not is condemned already: 
becauſe he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. 

Perhaps thou art in name a Chriſtian, 
but what thinkeſt thou of Chriſt? The 
grand hereſy of this day is about his perſon, 
and if thou art fallen into it, there is no 
hope in thy death. Is he Jehovah ? Or 
leave not this matter undetermined. The 
truth of tis word and the glory of his work 
depend entirely upon this one point; ſa: 
does thy pcace and comfort: for if thou be- 
lie ve him to be any thing but the ſelf-exiſt-. 
ent God, thou ſhalt die in thy fins. His 
futterings cannot avail for thy pardon, nor 
his obedience for. thy righteouſneſs, unleſs. 
he be Jehovah. Without faith in bim, as 
the ſelt-exiftent Saviour, death will find 
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thee under guilt, and judgment will leave 
thee among the enemies of God and his 
Chriſt. 

Whatever evil there-1s in death to terrify, 
whatever pain to hurt, the blefled Jefus, by 
the grace of God, taſted it for all his. The 
grace of the Father gave him to be the ſure- 
ty for his people unto death. He died for 
them, and as truly taſted death as ever the 
niceſt palate taſted meat or drink. But it was 
hke a taſte---of ſhort duration---1t was not 
poſſible. that he ſhould be holden Tong under 
the bands of death. He roſe again on the 
third day: and becauſe he lives, behevers. 
m him ſhall live alſo. They are partakers 
of his victory over death, and ſhare in all its 
bleſſings. The ſentence of the broken law 
s repealed. They do not die to bear the 
puniſhment of fin. Chriſt ſuſtained that. 
The pains and agonies of death fell upon 
kim: The forrows of. death,” fays he, 
« compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got 
hold upon me.” He was a juſt man, who had 
no reaſon to fear death; but being found in 
the place of his people, with their ins upon 
him, he was to bear every thing that was 
dreadful in death. Henc@ his agonies at the 
approach of it: My heart,” ſays he, © is 
fore pained within me, and the terrors of 
death are fallen upon me : fearfulneſs and 
trembling are come upon me, and horror 
hath overwhelmed me.” He endured thoſe 
mconceivable borrors to deliver chem, Who, 
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through fear of death, had been all their 
tife-time ſubject to bondage. But the bond- 
age is at an end, when they believe in his 
victory. Their fears are diſpelled, when 
they ſee the glory of the battle which he 
fought and won---How by dying he took 
away ſin, ſatisfied" juſtice, removed the 
curſe, conquered death, broke its iceptre, 
took out its ſting, and left nothing in it but 
hat is friendly to them. In theſe believing 
views they can meet death with confidence: 
for they cannot taſte that in death which 
Chriſt taſted. He felt it that they might not 
feel it : he died in agonies, that they might die 
in peace. O my moſt loving and precious 
ſeſus, I believe this, let not any unbelief in 
me diſhonour thy complete conqueſt over 
all that is fearful or painful in dying. My 
times are in thy hand: when thou art pleaſ- 
ed to bring them to an end, let me find 
death {wallowed up in victory: O that 1 
may then triumph with thy redeemed--- 
What can ſeparate us from the love of 
Chriſt---ſhall the ſting of death, or the fear 
of death, or of Satan, or of hell ? No; 
thanks be to God theſe were all conquered 
when Jeſus died; ſubdued for ever when he 
role again. And he has left us many pre- 
cious promiſes that we, truſting in him, 
mall ſhare in his victory, and find the bleſſ- 
ings of it in the hour of death. | 

"Attend then, O my foul, to what he has 
engaged to beſtow upon his dying diſciples, 
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as the fruit of his death; and give him cre- 
dit, not doubting. but be will make it good. 
Live now in the comfort of his. promiſes, 
and fear not. Tbe almighty jeſus will be 
with thee, and thou fhalt conquer with him 
in the hour of death. Obſerve his word, 
which cannot be broken: „I will rdifoms 
them from the power of the grave, I will 
redeem them from death: O death, I will 
be thy plague; O grave, I will be thy de- 
ſtruction ; repentance {hal} be hid from mine 
m_ The ranſom which he here engages 
to pay for his, he paid, as their ſurety, and 
he daily applies it to them, as their Saviour. 
Upon quoting this promiſe, and finding, 
by faith, the happy fulfilment of it, mark 


bo the apoſtle rejorces with the Corinthi- 


ans, in the near view. of death: O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The ting of death is fin, and the 
ſtrength of fin 1s the law: but thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord.” O thou mot glo- 
rigus conqueror, almighty Jeſus, eternal 
thanks be to thee, that the law cannot accuſe, 
fin cannot condemn, death cannot ſting thy 
redeemed. Thou haft promiſed to make 
them happy in death, ard ſeithful is thy 
word. The beloved John is one of thy 
witneſſes: „I heard a voice from heaven 
ſaying unto me, Write, bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord:” write it for the uſe 
of my diſciples, that it may be the ground 
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of their faith when they come to die: I 
promiſe to make them bleſſed in their death: 
being id me, members under me their 
head, and living id the Lord, they ſhall 
die id the Lord: they ſhall have union 
with me, and communion too, when they 
are dying: the hour of death, the time of 
their diffolution ſhall be a ſeaſon” of great 
bleſſednefs: they ſhalt have my prefence in 
their laſt moments: I will walk with them 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and they ſhall fear no evil; my rod and my 
{taft ſhall then comfort them. O my God, 
make thy word good. Sweet Jefus, write 
this promiſe upon my heart. O help me to 
mix faith with it, that when mine appointed 
time is come, I may experience the bleſſed- 
nels of dying in the Lord. I wait for the 
time, it is not far off. O keep me, | Jeſus, 
till that hour: keep me, ſeſus, in that hour. 
Save me through life and death, and bleſs 
me with thine eternal falvation. Hear, and 
anſwer, for thy: mercies' fake. Amen. 

_ Meditate, O my ſoul, upon theſe bleſſ- 
ings. Conſider how great, how many they 
are. Conſider alſo thine unworthinels.--- 
Thou art leſs than the leaſt of them: and 
yet God has ſet his love upon thee, and has: 
given thee the greateſt of them. He has 
called thee to the knowledge of his love in 
Jeſus, and has ſhed it abroad in thy heart. 
He has ſet thee in the way that leads to the 
eternal enjoyment of his love, has promiſed 
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to keep thee all the way, and to bleſs thee at 
the end of it. He will make thee bleſſed in 
death, and bleſſed for evermore. Hitherto 
thou haſt found him faithful. Not one good 
thing has failed, which thou didſt aſk in faith, 
N wait for at his hands. Review all bis. 
dealings with thee, and fee what inknite 
mercy there was in them. He made thy 
walk proſperous, thy warfare fuccelsfu], 
thy croſſes ſanctified. Thou haſt not taken 
a ſalſe ſtep, but when thou waſt not living by 
the faith of the Son of God. O truſt him 
then, and be not afraid. His love has 
brought thee thus far: he has led thee in the 
right way to the verge of life, and he de- 
clares he will not leave thee nor forſake thee 
in the hour of death. Fear not to look 
down; fear not to go down with Jefus into 
the grave. He has promiſed, „I will be 
with thee ; and wherever he is, there is 
heaven. He is with his dying friends, and 
they; are bleſſed indeed. They die in faith; 
they live by faith in death; and as ſoon as 
faith ceaſes, they live with their God for 
ever. The body falls aſleep, and reſts 
lafcly till the morning of the reſurrettion. 
The ſoul in a moment enters into the joy of 
Hs Lord---a joy like his---pure and holy---a 
tulnefs of joy---every ſenſe has its proper 
object---enjoys it---and, is ſatisfied for ever. 
O what will the heart ſeel in this blefſedneſs ! 
What acknowledgements will it make to God 


and the Lamb. To praile him for the won- 
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ders of his grace, in bringing to that glory, 
will be the happy employment of eternity. 

To ſee him as he is, in his divine majeſty, is 
heaven. For how great communications of 
his love the being ever wich him, and ever 
like him, will make the ſoul capable of, we 
cannot perfectly concerve. Theſe things are 
at preſent too high and heavenly, even for 
our thoughts. By faith we ſometimes have 
a little glimpſe of the glory to be revealed, 
and it eclipſes all the grandeur of the world. 

There are happy moments, when we are per- 
mitted to behold the king in his beauty, when 
he diſcovers his matchlels. lovehneſs, and 
gives us a taſte of the heavenly feaſt : at ſuck 
bleſſed ſeaſons the ſoul is bowed down and 
humbled to the duſt, adoring the ihnite 
mercy and goodneſs of God. If there be 
ſo much of heaven in theſe manifeſtations of 
divine love, what muſt the full enjoyment 


"be? We may ſuppoſe a happy foul, entered 


into reſt, thus meditating. upon the grace 
which brought it to that glory: 

Bleſſing and thanks without ceaſing be 
unto Father, Son, and Spirit, through 
whole ſovereign grace I was choſen to this 
bleſſedneſs, and am now brought to the per- 


ſect and everlaſting enjoyment of it. This 


communion with the Godhead, through 
Jeſus, is as far beyond my former thoughts 
of it, as the heaven is above the earth. 
How great is his goodneſs, and how great is 


his beauty, that the Molt High and Holy 
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One would thus communicate his love unto 
bnful creatures. Glory be to thee, holy 
Father, for predeſtinating me to the adoption 
ef children, and for the free gift of the hea- 
venly inheritance. Glory be to thee, incar- 
nate Jehovah, for thy covenant undertakings 
for me, for thy life, death, and complete 
falvation. I worſhip thee, I glorify thee, 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, for quickening me, 
for teaching me, and enabling me, through 
believing in Jefus, to experience the love of 
the Father, and for bringing me to enjoy. his 
endleſs bleſſings. Surely the goodneſs and 
merey of the Holy Trinity have followed 
me all the days of my life; were with me 
when I walked through the valley of the 
madow of death; and are now my moſt 
bleſſed portion in the houſe of the Lord. I. 
am made a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and am to go no more out. O what exceed- 
ing riches of grace are theſe! What has 
God done for me | Angels, and brethren, 
help me to praiſe. My debt is immenſe. 
No ſaved ſinner can owe him more: it is 
growing every moment. My praiſes pay 
none of ii. With my thankful heart, and 
it is all chankfulneſs, I only acknowledge 
his infinite goodneſs, and own myſelf his. 
eternal debtor. Blefling and honour and. 
glory and power be unto him that fitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever. 
Reader, art chou in the way. which leads 
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to this glory? If not, may the Lord be 
merciful unto thee, and bring thee unto it. 
If thou art ſeeking to be fet right in it, 
remember, Jeſus is rug way. May his 
good Spirit enable thee to believe in his 


word, and to truſt in it, till thou attain to nl 
the ſalvation of thy ſoul. 4 
If thou art in the way, and haſt commu- 11 
nion with the Father, through faith- in che bi K 
atonement and righteouſneſs of his Son, art .- 
thou maintaining it in thy daily walk, and 4 
improving it in every duty? and art thou = 
going on thy way rejoicing in God? If 8 
thou art ſorrowing for outward croſſes, err 
burdened with inward conflicts, canſt thou | j Wo 
nevertheleſs find joy and peace in believing? 1 
Doſt thou march on, victorious in thy war- 9 
fare, keeping up communion with God bi J 
againſt all oppoſition of thy ſpiritual ene- M8 


mies? and is thy faith eſtabhiſhed upon the 8 
faithfulneſs of God, that he will carry on .. 


his own work m-. thee unto the day of the _ 
Lord Jeſus? In this faith art thou now liv- 8 
ing? and in this faith doſt thou hope to die? 4 
Has God indeed done theſe wonders for F 
thee 2 O bleſs him then with me, and let us if 
magnify his name together. Be thou exalt- 4 
ed, Lord, in us, aud by us. Every day we um 


would grow up into nearer and holier com- 
munion with thee. We delire to be more 
hke thee, and to fhew forth more of thy 
lovely image before men. O help us ta. 
praiſe ithee better with our lips and lives. 
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By the communion. of the Holy Ghoſt we 
would communicate more by faith with the 
Son in his ſalvation, and with the Father in 
bis love. O holy, blefled, and glorious 
Trinity, in this divine fellowſhip we hope 
to find our heaven upon earth: let it be 


growing and increaſing, helped forward by 


all means, and, if it pleafe thee, by this 
volume. Make it, Lord, the inſtrument 
under thee of leading thy people into the 
right way, and of eſtabliſhing them in it. Ac- 
company the-reading of it with the teaching 
of thy Spirit, and to the advancement of thy 
glory. I preſent the book unto thee, ever 
giorious Jeſus, and lay it at thy feet. Thou 
knoweſt my heart: accept it graciouſly, as a 
public acknowledgement for ineſtimable 
mereies. In thy great compaſſion overlook 
the faults in it: what is agreeable to the 
fcripture is thine own. Make uſe of it ta 
thy praiſe. I devote myſelf, my body and 
foul, my tongue and pen, all I have and 
am, to thy ſervice. I would not look upon 
myſelf as any longer mine own, but be- 
ing bought with a price, I would glorify 
thee in the uſe of all thy gifts and graces. 
With thee 1 defire to walk through life. In 


thine arms I hope to die. Through thee L 
expect ſoon to enjoy perfect communion with 


the Father and the Spirit : therefore into thy 
hands I commend myſelf. Keep me in the 
right way. Guide me to the end of it, that 


| * fmiſh my courle with joy, and join 
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thy redeemed in giving to thee, with the 
Father and the Spirit, the three in one Je- 
hovah, equal and everlaſting praiſe. Hear, 
Lord, and anſwer. Amen. 
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N. B. In ordering any of the Articles in this List, 
be particular in saying BAY NES Editions. 


1. GRANGER's (Rev. James) Biographical Hiſtory of 
England, neatly printed on fine paper, with a capital 
Portrait of the Author, the Fourth Edition, reviſed and 
corrected, in 4 vols. 8vo, on Demy Paper, JI 8. A 


few copies may be had on a fine Royal Paper, hot- 
preſſed 12 2s boards. 


There is preparing a Continuation to the above, to End Geo. IT. 
By MARK NOBLE, F. A. S. of L. E. 


2 The ANIMATED AND PorULAR SERMONS OF PRESI1- 
DET Davies, A. M. of America, with his Life, &c. 
in 3 vols. 8vo. 

3 The Economy of the Covenants between God and Man, 
comprehending a Complete Body of Divinity. By the 
Learned Hexman WirTtsrvs, D. D. faithfully trans- 
lated from the Latin, neatly printed on fine paper, with 
an Elegant Portrait of the Author, in 2 large vols. 8vo, 
14s boards. 

4 Baxter's (Rev. Richard) Chriſtian Directory, or ſure 
guide to Preſent and Eternal Happineſs, abridged from 
the original by Apam CLARKE, Editor of Fleury's 
Hiſtory of the Iſraelites, &c. neatly printed in 2 large 
vols. 8vo, 15s boards. 

5 Hore Solitariæ, or Eſſays upon ſome remarkable Names 
and Titles of the Holy Spirit occurring in the Old and 
New Teſtament, and Declarative of his Eſſential Divi- 
nity and Gracious Offices in the Salvation of men. By 
the author of the Chriftian Remembrancer, &c. Third 
Edition, neatly printed in 2 large vols. 8vo, 16s boards. 

'6 Henry's { Rev. Matthew) Method for Prayer, to which is 

added his Directions for daily Communion with God, 

neat book, 12mo, 2s 6d boards 


*, * See the Recommendation of the above in Evangelical Magazine 
ſor January laſt. 


7 Mavor's ( Dr.) New Speaker, or Engliſh Class Book, 
2d edition, reviſed, large 12mo, 4s bound, 
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8 Macgocvan' o ¶ Rev. John Tofernal Conference, or Dia- 

logues of Devils, in which the many vices which abound 

in the Civil and Religious world Doctrinal and Prac- 

tical, are traced to their proper Sources, &c. a new 

edition, with a frontiſpiece, in 2 neat vols. 24mo. 4s. 
boards. 

9 Macgowan's Death, a Viſion, or the Solemn Departure 
of Saints and Sinners, Repreſented under the Similitude 
of a Dream, the eighth edition, with a frontiſpiece, 1s 
ſewed, or Is 6d bound. 


10 Macgocuan i Shaver, a Sermon, on the Expulſion of the 


ing, Reading, and Expounding the Scriptures, &c. with 
a krontiſpiece, 6d ſtitched. 

11 Macgowan's Arian and Socinians Monitor, being a Viſion, 
which a Young Sociman Teacher lately had, a new edi- 
tion, with a ſrontiſpiece, 6d ſtitched. 

12 Macgown's Looking Glaſs, for the Profeſſors of Religion ; ; 
conſiſting. of 7 Tracts on Practical Subjects, a new edi- 
tion, 24mo. 2s boards. 

13 Macgowar's Life of Foſeph the Son of Iſrael, in eight 

| Books, chiefly deſigned to allure Young Minds to a 
Love of the Sacred Scriptures, third edition, corrected, 
with a frontiſpiece, 28 boards, or on finer paper, larger 
ſize, 38. boards. 

14 The above Works of Rev. John Macgowan, all uniformly 
done up, in 5 vols. boards, coloured backs, &c. 10s. 
or bound in ſheep 12s 6d, or calf, elegantly gilt, &c. 
I 6s. 


15. Afembly's Shorter Catechiſm, with Scripture Proofs, neat 

-. ...- ſmall edition, bound in leather, 6d. 

- 16 Bofton's ( Rev. Thomas) View of the Covenant of Grace, 

= b from the Sacred Records, large print, 8vo. 5s bound. 

_ 17 Boftor's Human Nature in its Fourfold State, large print, 
8vo. 7s bound. 


= — Beveriag g ( Bp.) Private Thoughts upon Religion, in 2 
= X A parts 18/5 edition, with the Life and Portrait of the 
_— -. Author, fine paper, 12mo, 3s 6d boards. 

| N. B. This Excellent Work comprizes a little Body of Divinity, 


Doctrinal, Practical, and Experimental, and is uſeful for all families. 

19 Baxter's (Kev. Richard) Saints Everlaſting | Reſt, a- 
bridged by B. Fawcett, A. M. eighth edition, neatly 

printed on fine paper with portrait, 12mo 3s 6d boards. 
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6 young Men from the Univerſity of Oxford, for Pray- 
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TV; 


Printed for W. Baynes. 3 


20 Baxter Call to the Unconverted, a new and complete 
edition, uniform to the above, I2mo, Is 6d boards, or 
2s bound—in calf 2s 8d. 
21 Brooke's ( Rev. Thomas ) Apples of Gold for Young Men 


and Women, a new and neat edition, fine paper, yo 
2s bound. 


This is an Inſtructive and Entertaining Volume, abounding with 
many Juſt and Striking Remarks, calculated to impreſs the heart and 


lead the mind to the contemplation of Divine Things, &c. Vide 
Evang. Mag. March, 1803. a 


22 Brooke's Mute Chriſtian under the Smarting Rod, with 
Sovereign Antidotes for every Caſe, a new edition re- 
viſed, with a Recommendatory preface by Rev. Mr. 


Ball, Jewry- Street, neatly priated in 18mo, 1s 6d 
boards, or 2s bound. 


23 Brook's Precious Remedies againſt | Satan's 8 
new edition, corrected, 18mo, 2s bound. 

24 Brown's (Rev. John) Scripture Metaphors, 12mo, 30 
boards, or bound 3s 6d and 4s. 


25 Bunyan's Doctrine of the Law and Grace unfolded, 
12mo, 28 bound. 


26 Bunyan's Grace abountliog, with his Life and Death, 2 
neat edition, 18mo, 1s boards, or Is 3d bound. 


27 Bunyan's Phariſee and Publican, being a Diſcourſe on 
Prayer, &c. a neat edition, 18mo, Is 6d bound. 


28 Booth's Reign of Grace, the seventh cdition, large 1 


fine paper, 12mo, 3s boards, or bound 38 6d and 48. 


29 Clarke's (Dr. Sam.) Collection £ the Promiſes Scrip- 


ture, fine paper, 12mo, 3s boar 
Chriſt, 3s 6d. 

30 Doddridge's (Dr. Philip) Riſe and Progreſs of Reborn 
in the Soul, a new ſine edition, with portrait, 3s bound, 

and 3s 6d and 4s. s 

31 Doddridge's 10 Sermons on the Power and Grace of 
Chriſt; and on the Evidences of his Glorious Goſpel, 
neat edition, 18mo, common paper, 2—fine 28 6d 
bound. 

32 Doddridge's 7 Sermons to Young People, neat pocket e- 
dition, with portrait, 1s 3d boards, or 1s 6d and 2s 6d 
bound. 

$3 Doddridge'e Evidences of Chriſtianity briefly ſtated, and 
the New Teftament proved to be Genuine, in 3 Ser- 


mons, neat pocket edition, with the Author's portrait, 
1s 3d boards, or 1s 6d bound. 
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4 Lift if Books 
34 The Works o Dr. Dodaridge, in 5 vols common, 11 15s 
Ditto royal fine paper, vols 1 to 5 at 8s 6d each. 

N. B. To be completed in 10 Volumes. 

85 Erskine's (Rev. Ralph) Goſpel Sonnets, beſt London e- 

dition, with plates, and Life of the Author, 4s common 
paper, and 5s fine, bound. 

36 Evan (Dr. Fohn ) Sermons on the Ghriſtian Temper, 
new editioh, with his Life, by Dr. Eralino, 2 vols, 
12mo, 8s. boards. 

37 Flavels (Rev. John) Treatiſe on the Soul of Man, beſt 
fine edition, -with Portrait, 8vo, 5s. boards 

38 FlavePs Myflery of Providence, as it paſſes through the 
the courſe of Man's Life, 12mo, with frontiſpiece, 2s 
bound. 

39 Flavel's Navigation Spiritualized, neat edition, with the 

head of the Author, 28 boards, or 28 6d bound. 

40 FlavePs Token for Mourners, 12mo, 1s 6d bound. 

41 FlavePs Keeping the Heu and Searching the Heart, 
2 'Treatiſes, neat edition, with portrait, 2s 6d boards, 
or 3s and 38 6d bound. 


There are few writings of a more uſeful tendency than thoſe of Mr. 
FLAVEL'S; his ſprightly remarks, his warm addreſſes to the heart, his 
judicious quotations from ancient writers, and his juſt and practical in- 
ferences, render his works truly valuable and inſtructive. To thoſe who 
have a ſpiritual taſte, who deſire to be acquainted with their own hearts, 
who are anxious to know their real ſtate, and are looking for evidences 
of grace, theſe Treatiſes will be exceedingly acceptable ide Evang. 
Mag. Sept. laſt. 

42 Female Pilgrim, or the Travels of Hephzibah, under the 


Similitude of a Dream, by John Mitchel, 24 edition, 
with plates, 8vo, 7s bound. 
43 Farmer's ( Hugh) General Prevalence of the Warſhip of 


Human Spirits, in the ancient Heathen Nations, aſſerted 
and proved, thick 8vo, 7s boards, 


44 Farmer on Miracles, 8vo, 6s boards. 


45 Fleming's Rev. Robert ) Divine Right of the Revolution, 


{cripturally and rationally evinced and applied, 8vo, 1s. 
46 eos. th Diſcourſe concerning Earthquakes, 8vo, Is 6d 
ſewed 
47 Ditto. The above 2 pieces of Mr. Fleming's, and his 
Apocalyptical Key, an extraordinary Diſcourſe on the 
Riſe and Fall of Popery, &c. &c. with his portrait, 
2 64 done up in 1 vol. bounds, labelled on the ys 
4s 


Printed for W. Baynet. 5 


48 Fiſher's "Young Man's Beſt Companion, 12mo, 25 6d 
bound. 

49 Fenning*s New and Eaſy Guide to Algebra corrected and 
enlarged by W. Davis, 12mo, 4s bound. 

50 Fleury's Short Hiſtory of the Ancient Hraelites with an ac- 
count of their Manners, Cuſtoms, Laws, Polity, Re- 
ligion, &c. a work of the greateſt Utility to all thoſe 
who read the Bible, &c. tranſlated from the French, 
and corrected and enlarged by Adam Clarke, Svo, 4s 
boards. 


N. B. This is particularly recommended to be put into the hands of every 
young perſon by Biznoy HoRNE.—Fide bis Sermons, vol. 2. 


51 Dr Gils 2 Sermons, the Sure Performance of Prophecy, 
and the Glorious: State of the Saints in Leung 8vo, 
Is ſtitched. 

52 Gibbor's ( Dr. ) Hidden Life of a Chriſtian, exemplified 
in the Diary, Meditations, and Letters of a Young 
Miniſter, 3d edition, 28 bound. N 

53 Guy's Miſcellaneous Selections or the Rudiments of Uſe- 
ful Knowlege, from the firſt authorities, deſigned for 
Senior Scholars in Schools, and young perſons in Ge- 
neral, 2d edition, a thick 12mo, 5s bound, or 6s elegant 
for preſents. 

54 Hebrew Grammar, compiled from ſome of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Grammars, and particularly adapted to 
Bythner's Lyra Prophetica, new edition, corrected and 
enlarged by Mr. Yeates, of All Souls College, Oxford, 
with an elegant engraving of the Hebrew Alphabet, 
&c. 8vo, 2s 6d ſewed. 

55 Henry's Bible, a new and beautiful edition, to be com- 
pleted in 216 numbers, large print, on fine wove paper, 
royal 4to, 6d each, 4 numbers publiſhed monthly; 
there is 56 already publiſhed; 


N. B. Vol. I. is juſt completed, and may be had in boards, price 215, 
but the names of the purchaſers muſt be left with the publiſher to 
enſure their taking the remainder. N. B. Their is preparing an elegant 
ſet of plates for the work, which may be had optionally at 1s per 
number. 

56 Hannam' Analytical Compendium, or out-lines of ſermons 


extracted from various authors, 2 vols. 12mo, 7s boards. 
N. B. Vol. II. fold ſeparate. 
See the very favourable account of this work in Evang. Mag. Sept. 
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6 | | ' Lift Bool. 
57 Huſfſey's (Rev. Foſeph) God's operations of Grace, but 


no Offers of Grace to Sinners, &c. 3d edition, revized 
and corrected by Rev. Mr. Huntington, 8vo, 5s boards, 
58 HilPs Sermons for Families, 8vo 6s. 
59 Ditto, on a fine royal paper, 8s boards. | 
60 Halyburton (Rev. Thomas ) on Deiſm, 8vo, 5s boards. 
61 Houſeman's (Mrs. of Kidderminſter) Diary, with her 
Life, by Pearſall, 8vo, Is 6d. 
'62 Hervey's ( Rev. James Theron and Aſpaſio, or a ſeries 
| of ' Dialogues and Letters, on the moſt Important and 
Intereſting Subjects, 2 vols. 12mo, 6s boards, or 7s 
bound. 
63 Ditto, large print, 3 vols. in 2, 8vo, 1 28 bound. 
64 Hervey : Meditations, 2 vols. in 1, 12mo, 3s bound, 
65 Hervey's Works, 6 vols, 12mo, 18s boards. 
66 Heywood Rev. Oliver, J on Cloſet Prayer, 12mo, % 
5 bound, 
67 Henry on the Lord's Supper, 12mo, 28 6d bound. 
68 Terry's Life, by Tongue, 12mo, 3s bound. 
69 Keacb's Travels of Ungodlineſs, new edition, with a frontis- 
piece, 18mo, Is bound. 
70 Keach's Travels of True Godlineſs, new edition, with a 
frontiſpiece, 18mo, Is bound. | 
71 Ditto : the above 2 pieces neatly bound together in red, 
28. | 
72 Law's ( Rev. William) Serious Call to a Devout and Holy 
Life, 14th edition, with the Life of the Author, 3 of 
his Letters, &c. 8vo, 6s boards. 
Dr. Johnſon ſays, * Law's Serious Call” is the fineſt piece of hortatory 
theology in any lang e. ide bis Life by Bomuell, 8 vo. val. 2. 
13 Luther's Dr. Martin) Familiar Diſcourſes at his Table, 
commonly called his Table Talk, new edition, with his 
Life, and a fine portrait, folio, 15s boards. 
74 Life of Francis Spira, with his Dreadful Sufferings and 
awful Death, 12mo, Is 6d ſewed. 
75 Locle John, E/q.) Efay on the Human Underſtanding, 
neat edition, 3 vols. 1 2mo, 9s boards. 
76 Locke's Conduct of the Underflanding, with Portrait of 
the Author, 12mo, 28 6d boards. L 
77 Locke's Thoughts Concerning Education, neat. edition, on 
fine paper, |2mo, 3s boards. 
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78 Maclaurin's Treatiſe of Fluxions, 2d edition, handſomely 
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Printed for W. Bayner. a = 


printed on fine paper, with 41 new 4to- copper plates, 
and an elegant Portrait of the Author, 2 vols. 8y0, It 
8s boards. 

79 Maclaurin's Eſſay on the Prophecies relating to the Me ab, 
with an Eſſay on Happineſs, and 3 Sermons, 8vo, 6s 
boards, 

80 Maclaurin's Sermons and Eſſays, with his Life ak 
Character, by Dr. Gillies, 34 edition, 12mo, 3s.6d 
boards. 


Maclaurin's Sermons and Eſſays is a work of uncommon worth, truth, 
and experience, traced to their genuine principles, a mind equally deyout 
and penetrating, and language highly expreſſive and energetic—Fide 
Dr. Williams's Cbriſtian Preacher, 


81 Sermons, by J. B. Maſſillon, Biſhop of Clermont, 
tranſlated by W. Dickſon, 3d edition, 3 vols. 12mo, 
128 boards. 

82 Moſbeim's — Hiſtory, with notes, &c. by Dr. 

Maclain, 6 vols. 8vo, 11 10s boards. 

83 Marſball's ¶ Rev. M.) Goſpel Myſtery of Sandi fication, 
ſtrongly recommended by the Rev, Mr. Hervey, 12th 
edition, large print, on- fine paper, 12mo, 3s boards, or 
3s 6d and 4s. bound. 

84 Maſon's ( Mrs.) Cookery Book, (belt extant ) 8vo, 6g 
bound. 

85 Maſon's Rev. Fohn A. M.) Select Remains, 12mag 
Is bound. 

86 Macewen on the Types, new edition, 12mo, 2s 64 boards. 

87 Macewen's Seled Efſays, Doctrinal and Practical, with 
his Life, 12mo, 38 bound. 

88 M {ou Chronological Hiſtory of the Methodi i/ts, 3d edition, 

12mo, 5s boards. 

89 Newton's ( Bp.) Diſſertations on the Prophecies, which 
have been l fulfilled, &c. new edition, on fine 
paper, with an elegant Portrait of the Author, 2 vols, 
8vo, 128 boards. 

90 Oriental Collections, vol. III. for 1799, the laſt publiſhed, 
with plates, 4to, 15s, publiſhed at 21s. 

91 Prophetical Extra&s, containing ſeveral ſcarce Prophetic 
Pieces, relating to the French Revglutian, the Judgy 
ment. of God on Germany, &c. with hieroglyphic 

| prints, &c. 8vo, 5s boards. 

92 Robinſon Cruſoes Life and Adventures, with a fine 
frontifpiece, neatly printed, 12mo, 38 bound, 
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8 Lift of Books 


93 Ryland's Rev. Fohn) Preceptor, or General Repoſitory 
of Uſeful Information for young Perſons in General, 
large 12mo, 3s bound. 

94 Rufſels (Rev. Robert) 7 Sermons, an excellent little 
family — Is bound. 

95 Sonnini's Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt, illuſtrated 
with 28 fine Engravings, and a Map of the Country, 
by the firſt artiſts, printed on fine wove paper, in 1 large 
volume, 4to, price {1 11s 6d boards, lately mon eg at 
[2 12s 6d. 

For an high character of the above ce the different Reviews. 

96 Sheraton's Cabinet Maker and Upbolſterer”s Drawing 

| Book, containing a great variety of Original Deſigns in 
Beds, Chairs, and every article of houſehold furniture, 
in the neweſt and moſt approved ſtile, &c. by Thomas 

Sheraton, cabinet maker, the 3d edition, elegantly 
printed by Benſley, and illuſtrated with 122 Elegant 
Engravings, in 49 numbers, 4to /2 12s, or done up in 
boards 12 14s. | 

97 Saurin's Sermons, tranſlated by Robinſon and Hunter, 
with his Portrait, 6 vols. 8vo, /1 10s boards. 

98 Sermon on Bankruptcy flopping Payment, and the Fuſlice 
of Paying our Debts, preached at various churches in 
the city, by William Scott, A. M. 8vo, 6d ſtitched. 

99 Sturme's Reflections on the Works of God, in Nature and 
Providence, for every day in the year, tranſlated from 
the French, and collated with the German, by Adam 
Clarke, with frontiſpieces, &c. 4 vols. 12mo, 18s 
boards. 

100 Searle's Horae Solitariae, new edition, in 2 large vols. 
8vo, 16s boards. 

101 Searles Chriſtian Parent, new edition, 12mo, 2s 6d 
bound. 

102 Songs in the Night, by Suſannah Harriſon, a young wo- 
man under heavy affliction, Sth, edition, large print, on 
fine wove paper, pocket ſize, 28 in ſheep, 2s 8d calf, 
lettered, or 3s elegantly gilt, &c. as preſents to young 
ladies. 

103 Saltmarſh's Free Grace, or the Flowings of Chriſt's 
Blood freely to Sinners, recommended by William 
Huntington, with a frontiſpiece, a new edition, 2s ſewed. 


104 Taylor's Univerſal ſyſtem of Sterography, or Short Hand 


— p , eee A 


Printed for W. Baynes. 9 
7 riting, on the eaſieſt and ſimpleſt plan ever offered to 


the Public, 3d edition, to which is now firſt added, A 


new Plate of all the Terminations at one view, the, 
whole illuſtrated with 12 Plates, 8vo, 6s boards, or 7s 
half bound. 


105 Upter's (Abp.) Life and Remarkable Predifions, 8vo, 


6d ſtitched. 


106 Yeun's ( Rev. Henry, A. M.) Complete Duty of Man, 9 


or a ſyſtem of- Doctrinal and Practical Chriſtianity, to 
which are added forms of Prayer, and offices of Devo- 
tion for the various circumſtances of Life, deſigned for 
the uſe of families, the 8th edition, with the Life of the 
Author, handſomely printed on fine paper, 12mo, 3s 
6d boards, 48 in ſheep, or 5s elegant in calf. 

107 Walker's Univerſal Gazetteer, 3d enlarged edition, with 
Maps, &c. 8vo, 12s bound. 

108 Willis's Survey of St. Aſaph, conſiderably enlarged and 
brought down to the preſent time by Edward Edwards, 
A. M. 2 vols. 8vo, 18s boards. 

109 Ht. load Glimpſe of Glory, or a Goſpel Diſcovery of 
Immanuel's Land, new edition, on fine paper, 12mo, 
28 6d ſewed, or 3s bound. 

110 Watts's (Dr. Iſaac) Improvement of the Mind, new 
edition, neatly printed on fine wove paper, a thick 
8 3s 6d boards, 4s ſheep, 4s 8d calt, 5s elegantly 
gilt. 


111 Watts's Logic, uniform to the above, at the ſame prices. 


112 Watts's Philoſophical Eſays on various Subjects, large 
print, 8vo, 5s boards. 

113 Watts's Lyric Poems, I Amo, 25 6d bound. 

114 Watts's World to Come, 12mo, 3s 6d bound. 

115 Watts Pſalms and Hymns, very large print, on fine 
paper, large 12mo, only 4s 6d bound in ſheep 
58 plain calf—or black, with gilt edges, 6s morocco 
88. 

116 Ditto, pocket edition, large print, fine paper, cheapeſt 
edition ever publiſhed, 28 6d bound in ſheep, 3s in plain 
calf, or 3s 6d in black calf gilt edges, allo. bound in 
morocco. 5s and 5s 6d. 


117 Watts's Dodrine of the Paſſions, alſo his Treatiſe on 5 


Love of God, and its influence on all the * 


— 


10 Tief Books 


118 Ditto, his Treatiſe on the Love of God ens 

bound Is 6d. 

119 Watts's Songs for Children, 18mo, half bound, 6d each. 

120 Watts Second Set of Catechiſms, ſtitched in ſtrong paper, 

6d each. 

121 Young's Night Thoughts, neat pocket edition, 28 bound. 

122 Ambroſe's War with Devils, 1 2mo, 2s bound. 

123 Ambroſe's Adminiſtration of, and Communion <vith, Angels, 
12mo, 1s 6d bound. 

124 Boſton's Crook in the Lot, or the Sovereignty and Wil. 
dom of God Diſplayed in the Afflictions of Men, 8vo, 

| 2s 6d bound. 

125 Boſton's Primetia et Ultima, 3 vols. 12mo, 9s 634 

126 Beaulies of Dr. Watts's, with his Portrait, 12mo, 3s 
boards. 

127 Beauties Hervey, with his Portrait, 12mo, 3s boards. 

128 Beauties of Bp. Hall, by Blackwell, 8vo, 6s boards. 

129 Beauties of Saurin, 12mo, 2s boards. 


-130 Buct's ¶ Rev. Charles) Anecdotes, &c. 2d edition, 12mo, 
3s.6d- boards. 


131 Buck's. Theological Dictionary, 2 vols. 8vo, 19s boards. 
132 Berridge's ¶ Rev. John Life and Converſion, 8vo, 6d. 
133 Berridge's Laſt Farewel Sermon, 8vo, 6d. 

134 Bunyan's Pilgrims Progreſs, (Heptinſtall's) elegantly 
printed, with beautiful Plates, 8vo, 10s 6d boards ;—on 
royal paper 15s boards; may alſo be hadelegantly bound. 

135 Bunyan's Pilgrim with Bradford's Notes, handſomely 

| printed, with plates, 8vo, 7s bound. 

136 Bunyan's Pilgrim, with Notes, by Rev. John Newton 
and Dr. Hawker, 12mo, 3s bound, 


137 Ditto, fine paper, with Plates, Life, &c. 4s and 4s 6d 


bound. 


138 Bunyan's Viffons 1s, Emblems gd. 


139 Come and Welcome to Chriſt, 1s and 1s 6d. 
140 Water of Life, ls. 
141 Holy War, 1s 6d. 


142 Bogatzky's Golden Treaſury for the Children of God, 
itt new edition, 12mo, 3s bound. 

143 Ditto, on finer paper, 12mo, 3s 6d bound. 

144 Bibhographical Dictionary, containing a Chronological 
T account, alphabetically arranged, of the moſt curious, 
ſcarce, uſeful, and important books, in all departments 
of Literature publiſhed i in Foreign Languages, meer 


the whole of Dr. Harwood's view of the Claſſics, &c« 
vols. I, to 5, and 4. 6s each, or on royal paper 9s each, 
to be completed in 7 vols. 
145 Clarke ¶ Adam) on the Uſe and Abyſe of Tobacco, 2d 
edition, 6d. 
146 Common Prayer in Latin, by Dr. Harwood, pocket 
ſize, 3s 6d bound, or in black calf, gilt edges, 4s Gd. 
147 Creighton's ¶ Rev. James, B. A.) Enquiry into the 
Origin of True Religion, together with the Invention 
of Letters, and the diſeovery of the moſt uſeful Arts 
and Sciences, neatly printed 8vo, 1s. 


For a favourable account of the above—See the critical Review. far 
May 


la 
148 12 on Gods Sovereignty, 8vo, 6s bound. 
149 Davis's Key to Bonycaſtle's Algebra, 12mo, 4s bound. 
150 Dyer's Life of Rev. Robert Robinſon of Cambridge, 8vo, 


* 


6s boards. 
151 Durham's Unſearchable Riches of Chrift, 12mo, 28 6d 
bound. 


152 Doddridges Hymns, 12mo, 2s bound. 


153 Dodd on Death, neat pocket edition, 2s bound. 


154 Dodd's Sermons to Young Men, a-new edition, neatly 
printed on fine paper, 2 vols. 12mo, 8s boards. 
155 Dickinſon's (of America ) Sermons and Trats, 8vo, 5s 


boards. 
156 Erftine's ( Rev. Ebenezer) Works, 3 vols. 8vo, 158 
boards. 


157 Edward's (of America) Hiſtory of Redemption, fine 
edition, with notes, his Life, &c. 8vo, 6s boards. 

158 Ditto, another edition, 12mo, 3s 6d boards. 

159 Edward's Sermons and Life, 3 vols. 12mo, 9s boards. 

160 Family Inſtrudtor, 12mo, 3s bound. 

161 Guy/e's Paraphraſe on the New Teſtament, 6 vols. 8vog 
boards 24s. 

162 HalPs ( Bp.) Contemplations, 3 vols. 8vo, 15s boards. 

163 Homilies of the Church, new edition, 8vo, 7s boards. 

164 Howes's ( Charles, Eſq.) Devout 2 12mo, 
28 6d bound. 


165 Fenks's Prayers and Offices of Devotions, 12mo, 3s 6d 
bound, 


166 Lochee's Elements of Field Fortification, with plates, 
8vo, 5s boards. 


167 Milton's Paradiſe Loft, 12mo, 38 bound. 
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12 Lift of Books Printed for NM. Bapner. 

168 Wewton's Chriftian Charader, exemplified from the 
papers of Mrs. Mary Magdalen, A—S. 12mo, common 
boards 2s, fine 2s 6d. 

169 Newton's { Rev. John) Life, 18mo, 2s bound, 

170 Owen (Dr. John) on the Hebrews, abridged by Dr, 
Williams, 4 vols. 8vo, II boards. 

171 Omen on the 130 Pſalm, 12mo, 4s bound. 

172 Owen's Reaſon of Faith in the Scripture, 8vo, 5s boards, 

173 Owen's Meditations and Diſcourſes on the Glory of Chriſt, 
' 8vo, 5s boards. 

174 Poole's Annotations on the Bible, 4 vols. 4to, 13 boards. 

175 Paſcal Thoughts on Religion, &c. new edition, with 

: his Life and a fine Portrait, 8vo, 7s boards. | 

176. Packet for Youth, or evidences of Chriſtianity, drawn 
from the mind by a Lady, 12mo, 1s 6d boards. 

177 PearſalPs Contemplations, 12mo, 3s boards. 

178 Romaine's Walk of Faith, 12mo, 3s 6d. | 

179 Romaine's Life'sf Faith, new edition, 12mo, 3s boards, 

180 Romaine's Triumph of Faith, 3s 6d. 

181 Romaine's Letters, 12mo, 3s 6d bound, 

182 Rowe's ( Mrs.) Devout Exerciſes of the Heart, a new 

© -_ edition, large print, on fine paper, 18mo, 1s 6d bound. 

N. B. The above is the only edition to be procured with 

Large Print. 

183 Stennet's (Dr.) Diſcourſes on Perſonal Religion, 2 vols. 
12mo, 5s boards—fine paper 6s. | 

184 Stennet on the Parable of the Soxver, 12mo, 38 6d boards. 

185 Telemachus in Italian, many neat plates, 2 vols. 18moy 
7s boards, 

186 Toplady on Prede Mination, 12 mo, 3s. 

187 ThirlwalP's Diateſſaron in Engliſh, 12mo 38 6d, 8v0 
6s boards. 

188 Whitefield's Letter to Weſley on Free Grace, 6d. 

189 Wright's (George Eſq.) Pleaſing Melancholy or a Walk 
among the Tombs, 12mo, 3s boards. 

190 Wate's Epiſtles of the Apoſtolic Fathers,, 8vo, 5s boards. 

191 Williat?s Diary, 12mo, 2s 6d, 38, and 3s 6d. 

192 Watſon's Art of Divine Contentment 12mo, 2s bound. 

193 Welles Geography, of the Old and New Teſtament, with 


plates, 2 2 vols. 8vo, 12s. 


194 Young's Laſt Day, a Poem, 6d. 


Nichorso, Printer, Clerkenwell. 


